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Looking Back on a Year of Loss 


We feel loss more often than most. To be a part of Earth First! — or any move- 
ment dedicated to protecting the natural world — is to be intimately aware of 
the many times when our efforts fail. Every day, forests are clearcut, moun- 
tains leveled, seas polluted, gardens made barren and species driven extinct. 

This sense of loss is not something that exists apart from our personal lives. 
As has always been the case, the people who try to stop such atrocities are 
beaten, raped, imprisoned or murdered. Those who struggle on behalf of oth- 
ers are often subject to the brutal repression that occurs beyond the insulating 
veil of privilege. And when persecuted, some choose to take their own lives 
rather than face the vicious degradation that otherwise awaits them. 

The past year has left me and many others raw and aching from such trage- 
dies: the imprisonment of so many beloved friends and determined allies; Bill's 
suicide in jail; Brad's murder in Oaxaca; Jamie's fatal collision with a logging 
truck; my friend Meg's death in New Orleans. Faced with so much pain and 

loss, I have often found myself 
asking those familiar questions: 
"Why?" and "What if?" Some 
irrational part of me — of all of 
us — hopes that answering these 
questions correctly will send 
time flying in reverse and bring 
our fallen friends back home. 

For me and many others, 
it's tempting to answer these 
questions by politicizing trag- 
edy and the mourning pro- 
cess — by treating the untimely 
deaths of our friends as injus- 
a tices to overcome. In linking 
| Brad's murder and Bill's sui- 
£ cide with the oppression of so 
I many others throughout the 
s world, we're expressing a sin- 
s’ cere hope that common bonds 
| of grief and loss can lead to 
| revolutionary solidarity — that 
the deaths of so many can 
somehow be redeemed. 

But, as a friend just reminded 
me, some things are simply accidents. As tempting as it is to blame Jamie's 
death on the logging industry and deforestation, or to link Meg’s with cli- 
mate change and car culture, the simple fact is that our friends are gone 
forever. Winning justice for them — or even for Brad and Bill — won't bring 
them back, nor will destroying the forces that led to their deaths. And even 
if we win in our struggle for environmental and social justice — even if we 
create some stateless, sustainable, egalitarian world — our fallen friends won't 
be there to greet us. 

This past year has pushed me to acknowledge that some loss is inevitable 
and that some pain will never heal. Death and loss are not oppressive institu- 
tions that can be abolished along with logging and mountaintop removal; 
‘they're part of the natural world that we're trying so hard to save. All that we 
'can really do is pick up where our fallen friends left off and continue their 
struggle. It's the best way to honor not only those who have gone but also 
those yet to come. 

In love, sadness and solidarity, 



— Josh 
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Nuclear Waste Shipment 

Meets 

Massive Resistance 

in Germany 


by Skyler Simmons 

Protesters across Germany and 
France disrupted a nuclear waste 
shipment destined for the small Ger- 
man village of Gorleben for three 
consecutive days in early Novem- 
ber. Embracing the principle of a 
diversity of tactics, the anti-nuclear 
activists employed everything from 
locking down to rails to knocking 
down radio towers. 

The 1 75 tons of nuclear waste were 
being shipped by rail from a nucle- 
ar reprocessing plant in France to 
a concrete storage building in Ger- 
many from November 10 to 12. For 
several years now, such shipments 
have met intense resistance from 
farmers, students, environmental- 
ists and anarchists. 

This year, the Castor train, as it 
is called, was blocked before even 



reaching the German border by resi- 
dents of the French town of Serquex. 
From there, it was nothing but trou- 
ble for the Castor train and German 
police as activists set up numerous 
blockades along the route. 

One of the first spots of German 
resistance was the town of Luchow, 
where 600 students walked out of 


school and took to the streets to 
protest the nuclear waste traveling 
through their town. At the end of the 
demonstration, the youths attempted 
to force their way through the gates 
of the barracks that police had re- 
treated into. In towns further along 
the route, farmers drove their trac- 
tors onto the tracks to block the train, 
while others held sit-ins and erected 
burning barricades. Activists with 
the group Robin Wood strung a tra- 
verse line high above the tracks and 
hung from it with banners, effectively 
blocking the train's route. 

The German government re- 
sponded to the protests by deploy- 
ing 20,000 police officers along the 
train's route, many of them to guard 
the final 12 miles, where the nuclear 
waste is unloaded and transported by 
truck to the dump site. In response, 
many of the protesters put their en- 
ergy into tying up police by blocking 
access roads, playing cat and mouse, 
and creating diversions in order to 
allow others to gain 
4ft access to the tracks. 

Scuffles broke 
out in several 
towns, with 
police us- 
1 ing pepper 
spray and 
batons and 


protesters damaging 
patrol cars and throwing 
rocks. In one spot, unknown 
saboteurs cut down a radio tower 
used by police for communications. 

Resistance to the nuke transports 
was most intense along the final 
road route. In Metzingen, police 
attempted to raid one of the larg- 
est protest camps but were repelled 
by a determined counter attack of 
camp residents. From there, pro- 
testers blocked the main route of 


the waste transport trucks. When 
police began to divert traffic, others 
joined in and shut down the alter- 
nate routes with enormous burning 
barricades made from hay bales pro- 
vided by local farmers. 

Local residents — worried that their 
town will become a permanent nuke 
dump — were prepared, mobilizing 
5,000 people. Two hundred farm- 
ers on tractors clogged the streets of 
Gorleben, four large concrete pyra- 
mid lockdowns were deployed along 
the shipping route, and hundreds of 
others engaged in mass sit-ins. Else- 
where in the town, scuffles broke 
out between cops and protesters and 
flaming barricades blocked the en- 
trance to the nuclear waste dump. 
After hours of clearing protesters, of- 
ten times violently, the police were 
able to punch a hole through the 
barricades and deliver the nuclear 
waste to its temporary holding facil- 
ity outside of Gorleben. 

While the protesters did not stop 
the transport, they did manage to 
severely delay its arrival. Many ac- 
tivists, recognizing that they cannot 
directly overcome the full power 
of the state, have instead taken 
the approach of making the nuke 
transports as costly as possible. 
Considering that police operations 
alone cost approximately $65 mil- 
lion, they did a pretty fair job. And 
this figure doesn't even take into ac- 
count the numerous acts of sabotage 
carried out! 

This year's anti-nuke action is be- 
ing viewed as a warm-up for the 2007 
Group of Eight meetings being held 
in Germany, next Summer. Activists 
have been doing intensive organiz- 
ing and hope to put their experiences 
and battle-tested tactics to use in dis- 
rupting the meetings of the world's 
most powerful leaders. 
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Dear Earth First! Journal, 

It seems to me that Earth 
First! is severely lacking in 
radicalism. Granted you 
are radical, but not nearly 
enough. Take your cover 
story (see EF!J September- 
October 2006). It's really 
awesome what you did, but 
so what? You didn't even 
shut it down for a fucking 
day. You all need to cut the 
shit and start being radical 
activists. We need to be 100 
times more radical. Moun- 
taintop removal should be 
over! Wake up! 

— -Jacob Trudeau 

Dear EF!J, 

I would subscribe except 
I'm disenchanted with the 
environmental movement 
as a whole. It doesn’t mat- 
ter if it's Rainforest Action 
Network or World Wildlife 
Fund, Greenpeace or Sierra 
Club, the Earth is suffer- 
ing and efforts have been 
insufficient. They're either 
too radical or too conform- 
ist. There needs to be a 
much greater emphasis on 
educating the mainstream 
without condescending or 
intimidating. 

By the way, I worked my 
ass off for the Green Party 
because of its environmental 
focus, but now I see they 
don't make it a priority. 
That truly frustrates 
me. What a piss off. 

Plus the socialists act 
las though only white, 
'middle-class baby 
boomers care about the 
ecosystem. That sucks. 

Peace now! 

— Anonymous 


Dear EF!J, 

I am writing to express 
my shock that an EF! Jour- 
nal reader has the gall to 
even suggest that a govern- 
ment informant is any bet- 
ter than a child molester, 
rapist or murderer (see EF!J 
November-December 2006). 
Moreover, this bank robber, 
later wrongfully convicted 
of murder, gladly pays for 
every issue of the EF! Journal 
delivered to his prison cell at 
the federal supermax. Appar- 
ently, some readers remain 
green in an entirely different 
context, but I urge everyone 
to consider how the struggle 
against the prison-industrial 
complex is related to that for 
the environment and disen- 
franchised species. All strug- 
gles against artificial power, 
including the need for mu- 
tual respect and understand- 
ing, are important. 

In struggle, 

— Mark Jordan 

Dear SFB, 

In response to the article 
"Evolving Earth First!," 
there is a section that says 
we are not a science-based 
movement (see EF!J Septem- 
ber-October 2006). I agree 
that emotions don’t react to 


science as well as other cata- 
lysts. If what you are really 
saying is that science is not 
our only guiding principle, 
then great. : However, we 
need to still use science, 
and yes, part of our move- 
ment should be based on 
science. Academia, staid 
and cold, doesn't have a 
lock on science; many of 
the best "scientists" I know 
are self-taught. 

To take down the pow- 
ers that are destroying this 
planet, we need science; to 
be successful after the fall of 
industrial society, we need 
science. We need to know 
about the science of eco- 
nomics to be able to fight the 
global banking system. We 
need to know about physics 
to monkeywrench. We need 
to know about biology and 
ecology to preserve what we 
still have. 

The article about the 
Round River Rendezvous 
talked about plants growing 
nearby, including "chicory, 
Queen-Anne's lace... and 
invasive kudzu." If we knew 
more about ecology, we 
would know that kudzu isn't 
the only one of the three 
that is invasive — all three are! 
This is shit we should know. 
Invasive species can strip this 


planet of biodiversity just 
like the corporations are. The 
gap of knowledge between 
people and the land is wors- 
ening, and we of people 
should strive to learn more 
about science and nature. 

Our ancestors before us 
intimately knew plants, ani- 
mals, weather and other cru- 
cial things. If we ever want to 
return to that day, we need 
to pass on that knowledge 
and not let emotions com- 
pletely override science. The 
two can coexist quite well. 

— Acha Demiks 

Dear SFB, 

Just my random thoughts 
after reading "The State of the 
Journal" article (see EF!J Sep- 
tember-October 2006). I'm 
one of your 88 subscribers in 
Oregon. Geez, that's a pathet- 
ic figure, which is why I'm 
writing. Outreach seems to 
be the focus of the article. 
How can the Journal, or just 
Earth First! itself, reach out 
to the masses — those people 
whom you are, at least on pa- 
per, in such solidarity with. 

I had an interesting expe- 
rience a few summers ago. 
Cascadia Summer was an- 
nounced in the Journal as a 
much anticipated, magical 
event coming to the North- 
west. I was excited too. I saw 
it as a sort of Mississippi 
Summer, where people 
flocked to the region 
to support not a civil 
rights voting project 
as in 1964 but an en- 
vironmental rights 
project. How saddened 
I was to see the pitiful 
few people who came. 


Pl-EASE KEEP BETTERS 
t Q 300 W0RPS OR t-ESS. 
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My wife and I worked on 
an organic farm that Sum- 
mer, but I volunteered to drive 
folks to the treesits at the des- 
ignated sites in the Willamette 
National Forest past Oakridge. 
What happened? Was there 
any outreach other than the 
Journal and a few random 
websites? Does anyone to this 
day know that — forget about 
the rest of the country for the 
time being — Eugene alone had 
thousands of potential people 
who would have been in soli- 
darity with Cascadia Summer? 
The University of Oregon has 
20,000 students going to it! 
When I drove, I took maybe 
four or five activists a week 
out to the sites, which were 
maybe populated each by 20 
or 30 more people. 



at the occasional environ- 
mental conference will not be 
enough. While misanthropy 
continues to be the normal 
reaction of Earth Firstlers 
to the world situation, they 
will sadly be unable to entice 
those same miscreant humans 
into buying the latest issue. 
Somehow, without sacrificing 
the no-compromise stance, a 
more inviting air has to be un- 
leashed onto the general pop- 
ulace. Do Earth Firstlers have a 
legitimate reason for disliking 
humans? Yes! But it won't get 
you any damn subscribers. 

— Anonymous 

To the editors, 

With the benefits and events 
coming up around Decem- 
ber 7, this seemed like a good 
time to bring up a subject 


to reflect on the downsides of 
that label and to ask whether 
or not it might be have served 
an effective one-year term 
and be ready for retirement. 

The first and most obvious 
problem with it, in my mind, 
is that it sets us apart from 
all the other groups that are 
having their rights trampled 
by the USA PATRIOT Act and 
associated legislation. Half- 
way through this year, I was 
already hearing from friends 
that our little plight was be- 
ing referred to as the "White 
Scare” by activists of color. 
That might be mean of them, 
but we're definitely setting 
ourselves up for that when 
we try to point the media at 
the oppression of environ- 
mentalists rather than the 
general climate of oppression 


I hope this opinion isn't 
taken as any kind of attack on 
anyone who supported the 
"Green Scare” label originally 
or still does. Like I said, last 
year I did too, and it still has a 
certain appeal. However, it had 
problems even initially, and a 
year later, for me, the prob- 
lems outweigh the benefits. I 
don't have a new catchy label 
to throw out there, but I'd pre- 
fer to move the focus to civil 
rights, anti-PATRIOT Act, pro- 
peace, maybe pro-impeach- 
ment, but not continue to run 
around saying, "Greens are 
the new Reds, they’re oppress- 
ing us, waaah!" The Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act aside, 
it really hasn't escalated into a 
national-level Red-Scare-style 
witch hunt. The Operation 
Backfire case seems to be lim- 
ited to more or less the same 


.errgRS to THg epitors 


It was when I drove that 
I think I found the answers. 
The people I drove were in 
such disdain of anyone who 
didn’t meet their level of 
commitment to the cause. 
That antipathy was so perva- 
sive you could cut it with a 
knife, and the vibe couldn't 
help but resonate out to the 
surrounding community. No 
wonder so few showed up. 
They were not welcomed. 

Your appeal to the readers 
for more subscribers, however 
sincere, will not be enough. 
A table that sells the Journal 


that's been bugging me for a 
while and hear other people's 
thoughts. 

I was all in favor of the 
"Green Scare" label last Janu- 
ary. It made a lot of sense in 
a number of ways, especially 
at a time when it seemed like 
enviros were being singled 
out and scapegoated more 
than anyone else. 

However, with the current 
cases coming to a close and 
the threat of 300- or 1,000- 
year sentences apparently di- 
minishing, it seems like time 


affecting Muslims, African- 
Americans, immigrants and 
many other groups. In my 
opinion, continuing to push 
the term "Green Scare" at 
this point in time is going to 
further classify us as white, 
elite environmentalists who 
only care about our own is- 
sues, and the enviro move- 
ment really doesn't need 
that right now, especially 
not the radical enviro move- 
ment. We need allies, and 
we're not the center of the 
universe. 


handful of people who were 
originally indicted. They aren't 
(yet) holding congressional 
hearings about "have you or 
anyone you associate with 
ever been a member of the 
Sierra Club." Overall, it seems 
like kind of an exaggeration to 
continue using the term, and 
it distinctly separates us from 
other groups of people suffer- 
ing under the current wave 
of repression, which, to me, 
seems like a very bad thing. 

— Chris Calef 
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Backfire 



by the Civil Rights Outreach Committee 

One year after the arrests of December 7, 2005, the 
Operation Backfire prosecutions have seen tremendous 
changes. All defendants facing federal charges in Or- 
egon — with the exception of those not located by the 
authorities — have now entered into plea deals. On No- 
vember 9, Nathan Block, Daniel McGowan, Jonathan 
Paul and Joyanna Zacher accepted deals that explicitly 
rejected any requirement to identify, provide informa- 
tion on or testify against others. As a precondition for 
these "global resolution" deals, the defense dropped its 
motion demanding information about whether National 
Security Agency wiretaps were used to gather evidence in 
this case (see EF!f November-December 2006). 

On September 27, two days before it was set to expire, 
the Oregon grand jury's term was extended, and with it 
the imprisonment of grand jury resister Jeff Hogg. How- 
ever, Hogg was finally released on November 15! We wish 
to thank Hogg's lawyer, Paul Loney, as well as all those 
who supported Hogg and in some way contributed to his 
release. He will now be readjusting to life in Eugene, a 
community that showed exemplary support while Hogg 
was in prison. 

As the Colorado federal court had previously agreed to 
transfer all charges relating to the 1998 Vail ski resort arson 
to District of Oregon jurisdiction, cooperating defendants 
Chelsea Gerlach and Stanislas Meyerhoff were arraigned 
on the Vail charges on September 29, and entered guilty 
pleas on December 14. Neither Gerlach nor Meyerhoff, 
who had pleaded guilty to a number of other charges in 
July, are expected to serve additional time in prison for the 
Vail arson. Both told the court that the late Bill "Avalon" 
Rodgers was solely responsible for the burning of build- 
ings in Colorado. 

On October 4, in a hearing announced to mainstream 
media by the Department of Justice the day before, Jenni- 
fer Kolar and Lacey Phillabaum (a former Earth First! Jour- 
nal editor) pleaded guilty in the Western Washington US 
District Court to conspiracy, arson and destructive device 


charges relating to the arson of the University of Washing- 
ton Center for Urban Horticulture in 2001. In addition, 
Kolar pleaded guilty to charges relating to the 1998 at- 
tempted arson of Colorado's Wray Gun Club, which spon- 
sors a turkey shoot. As required by her plea agreement, 
Kolar will also plead guilty to the 1997 arson of the Cavel 
West horsemeat processing plant in Oregon, as soon as 
the related charges are transferred to Washington. 

The government has recommended sentences of five 
to seven years for Kolar and three to five years for Philla- 
baum. Their formal sentencing is currently scheduled 
for January 5. Both Kolar and Phillabaum were released 
without bail following their pleas. As part of their federal 
plea agreements, they agreed to cooperate with both cur- 
rent and future government investigations, and to testify 
against others. 

On November 9, Block, McGowan, Paul and Zacher — 
the four non-cooperating Oregon defendants — entered 
"guilty" pleas, which involve each defendant admitting 
their personal participation but do not require them to 
provide information about anyone else. These plea agree- 
ments are not sealed and are accessible to the public. The 
courtroom was filled with supporters during these hear- 
ings; unfortunately, court staff turned away many addi- 
tional people at the door. 

Joyanna Zacher pleaded guilty to one charge of con- 
spiracy, plus several charges of arson and attempted arson 
relating to property destruction at the Romania Chevrolet 
dealership and the Jefferson Poplar Farm in 2001. Nathan 
Block pleaded guilty to similar charges from the same two 
incidents. The government has recommended sentences 
of eight years for both defendants. 

Daniel McGowan pleaded guilty to one conspiracy 
charge and multiple charges of arson relating to the 
sabotage of Jefferson Poplar Farm and Superior Lumber 
Company offices. At the end of his hearing, McGowan 
read a statement that expressed his love for his family, 
his strongly held beliefs and his sorrow for any hurt that 
he had caused. McGowan's suggested sentence is also 
eight years. 
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one count of conspiracy 

and one count of arson re- • ' , ' A) inf'VM'i h ffifjtwM 
lating to the Cavel West ac- I'lfl'n H< n^r 

tion. His suggested sentence is five 1 1 " * / / 

years. Paul's sister Alexandra read a state- 
ment outside the courthouse, stating that Paul 
"will continue to be a person deeply committed to the 
betterment of our society and the elimination of animal 
and human suffering." 

The Oregon defendants are currently scheduled for 
sentencing in April. Despite the plea agreements, fed- 
eral prosecutors have asked the court to apply a "terror- 
ism enhancement" at sentencing. Should Judge Aiken 
grant the government's request, the non-cooperating 
defendants could face up to 20 years in prison in ad- 
dition to the terms of their resolution agreements. Any 
attempt to define these defendants as "terrorists" must 
be vigorously opposed. 

The FBI's Operation Backfire against the environmental 
movement is far from over. Briana 
Waters still faces serious federal 
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'' If you have skills or re- 

, V< sources that could comple- 
T 1 ’ ment our outreach efforts, 

1 'iff W\) v please get in touch. As always, con- 

tact Lauren Regan of the Civil Liberties 
Defense Center (lregan@cldc.org) if you have in- 
formation that could possibly assist the non-cooperating 
defendants' attorneys. You can find legal documents at 
www.cldc.org. We look forward to your feedback and wish 
to continue building relationships of solidarity with all 
those engaged in anti-repression projects. 

Donations to help Jeff Hogg post-release should be sent 
to Friends of Jeff Hogg, POB 12271, Eugene, OR 97440. 

For more information, contact the Civil Rights Out- 
reach Committee, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; 
civilrightsoutreach@gmail.com; www.greenscare.org. 

The Civil Rights Outreach Committee is a media working 
group that monitors the mainstream press surrounding the 
Green Scare and produces its own proactive media. 


charges for her alleged participa- Non-Cooperating Defendants 

tion in the arson at the University Although some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. See 

of Washington. She asserts her in- p a g e 42 for additional guidelines. 

nocence on all counts and deserves *Nathan Block, #1663667, and Joyanna Zacher, #1662550, Lane County Jail, 

our support. The four who have 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401; supportersofnathanandjoyanna@gmail.com. 
taken plea deals without offering ‘Daniel McGowan, released on bail. For more information, visit wwwj 

information or testimony against supportdaniel.org. ni 

others also deserve our strongest ‘Jonathan Paul, released on bail. For more information, contact Friends 

solidarity. Please continue to write of Jonathan Paul, PMB 267, 2305 Ashland St, Ste C, Ashland, OR 97520; 
letters, raise funds and otherwise friendsofjonathanpaul@yahoo.com. 

assist grassroots support efforts. ‘Briana Waters, released on bail. For more information, visit www. 

Talk with your friends, co-workers supportbriana.org. 



Animal Enterprise 


by Will Potter 

After a cold and wet morning, politicians and celebri- 
ties slogged through the muck of the National Mall on 
November 13, to pay tribute to Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
break ground on the new national memorial in his honor. 
Democrats and Republicans, Clinton and Bush, Oprah and 
Jesse were all on hand in muddied wingtips and pumps, 
clamoring to show their support for the civil rights leader 
and his once-controversial tactics. 

Representative John Lewis of Georgia told PBS News- 
Hour, "King inspired me and thousands of other Ameri- 
cans to get in the way. He inspired us to get in trouble. But 
it was good trouble; it was necessary trouble. And that's 
why we honor Martin Luther King, Jr. today." 

But hours later, those who had spent the morning 
waxing eloquent about dissent and making trouble were 
nowhere to be found as about half a dozen lawmakers al- 
lowed the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA) to pass 
the House of Representatives on a voice vote. Already 
passed by the Senate in September, the AETA was signed 
into law by President Bush on November 27. 

The AETA is essentially an expansion of the existing 
Animal Enterprise Protection Act (AEPA) of 1992. The 
punishable offenses included in the AEPA are limited to: 
causing "physical disruption to the functioning of an 
animal enterprise" and "economic damage exceeding 
$10,000"; causing serious bodily injury or death in the 
course of these acts; or conspiring to do so. The AETA ex- 
pands these punishable offenses to include: any damage or 
loss of property associated with animal enterprise, with no 
minimum dollar amount; placing a "person in reasonable 
fear of death... or serious bodily injury"; or conspiring to 
do. so. It also prescribes harsher, escalating penalties. 

The AETA is ostensibly meant to target underground, 
illegal actions committed in the name of animal rights by 
groups like the Animal Liberation Front. But underground 
activists won't lose much sleep over this bill. Their actions 
are already illegal (and they know it); the government has 
already labeled them the "number one domestic terrorist 
threat." And yet these activists continue to demonstrate 
that heavy-handed police tactics will not deter them. Le- 
gal, aboveground activists are the ones who should be 
most concerned about this vague and overly broad legisla- 
tion, under which they could be considered "terrorists." 
The AETA sends a chilling message to activists of all social 
movements that political opportunists can use the rheto- 
ric and resources of the War on Terrorism against them. 

Corporations like Pfizer, Wyeth and GlaxoSmithKline 
joined the United Egg Producers, National Cattlemen's Beef 
Association and other New McCarthyists to rush through 
the AETA legislation on the very first day back from 
congressional recess. It seems that the shift to Democratic 


control of Congress put a little spring in their step and gave 
this legislation — similar versions of which have languished 
in Congress since the mid-'90s — a new urgency. The law 
was rushed through the House as part of the suspension 
calendar, a political move used to usher through so-called 
non-controversial legislation with little debate. 

Virginia Representative Bobby Scott — often called the 
"go-to-guy" in the House on civil liberties and Civil rights 
issues — came out swinging in support of the "ecoterrorism" 
bill. Scott, a Democrat, said that existing laws have been 
"reasonably effective," but "gaps and loopholes" prevent law 
enforcement from going after animal rights "extremists." 


Scott failed to note, even in passing, that the existing 
AEPA was used to successfully prosecute seven Stop Hunt- 
ingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) activists on "animal enter- 
prise terrorism" charges for running a website. Ignoring 
this crucial bit of information, Scott said that activists are 
taking advantage of the fact that the AEPA doesn't cover 
"affiliates and associates" of animal enterprises. 

Disturbingly, Scott said in passing that civil disobedi- 
ence could be covered in the bill — which some other 
supporters of the bill have denied — but he tried to ease 
public fears by saying that the civil disobedience would 
have to cause disruption and loss of profits to quali- 
fy, and that "it must be proven that such losses were 
specifically intended." The same congressman who 
frequently praises the achievements of the civil rights 
movement is suddenly standing on the House floor and 
advocating the inclusion of that movement's tactics in 
a "terrorism" bill. 
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Terrorism Act 

Signed into Law 


Apparently, the actions of animal rights activists aren't 
“good trouble." They aren't "necessary trouble." In a dif- 
ferent time, though, civil rights activists weren't "good 
trouble," either. It's not a stretch to imagine similar legisla- 
tion being used to target civil rights activists, if only Strom 
Thurmond had thought of it first. Supporters would prob- 
ably have said it was all in the name of cracking down on 
"extremists" like Malcolm X. Meanwhile, anyone paying 
attention would see clear as day that the legislation was 
meant to have a chilling effect on all dissent. 

Representative Thomas Petri, a Republican from Wiscon- 
sin usually in disagreement with Scott, said much of the 



same. He had the nerve to stand on the House floor and say, 
with a straight face, that current federal law, including the 
AEPA, has been "inadequate" in going after animal rights 
activists. Petri knows full well that all the crimes listed in 
this bill are already crimes, that the original bill has been 
used successfully, and that the animal and environmental 
movements have never claimed a single human life. 

Petri and the corporations that support him call the ex- 
isting legislation "inadequate" because, in their mind/the 
true threat is not the underground wing of the movement 
but the movement itself. The Malcolm Xes are threats but 
so are the MLKs, and they know it. That's where this vague 
and overly broad legislation comes into place, wrapping 
up civil disobedience, undercover investigations and oth- 
er non-violent activity as "terrorism." 

Only Representative Dennis Kucinich of Ohio spoke 
up against this dangerous legislation. "This bill was writ- 
ten to have a chilling effect," he said, "on a specific type 


of protest." Kucinich got in a little back-and-forth with 
Wisconsin Representative James Sensenbrenner about the 
bill. Sensenbrenner repeatedly cited a provision of the bill 
that "exempts" First Amendment activity. Thank you to 
Sensenbrenner and our patriotic representatives for re- 
minding us that there is still a First Amendment. However, 
saying, "This law is constitutional," doesn't make it so. If 
anything, it's an admission that the bill has serious flaws. 

At one point, Sensenbrenner read off a list of quotes 
from animal rights activists that he said exemplified the 
targets of the legislation. Kucinich promptly noted that 
"those statements, in and of themselves, are constitution- 
ally protected speech. Yet under this bill, they suddenly 
find themselves shifting into an area of doubt, which goes 
back to my initial claim that this bill was written to have a 
chilling effect upon a specific type of protest." 

But perhaps the most disturbing segment of this whole 
scare-mongering debacle was how Sensenbrenner ended 
the floor debate: "This is a good bill. I think that all of the 
fears that the gentleman from Ohio has placed on the re- 
cord are [considered] ill-founded by practically everybody 
who has looked through this bill, including the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)." 

The ACLU, in fact, had sent a letter to members of Con- 
gress on March 6, urging opposition to the legislation, and 
the Humane Society of the US (HSUS) sent a nearly identi- 
cal letter. The biggest concerns raised in these letters were 
never addressed by Congress. Yet while the HSUS and oth- 
er mainstream animal welfare groups like the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals were out- 
spoken against the AETA, the ACLU informed lawmakers 
in September that "the ACLU does not oppose this bill." 

Why? Perhaps because there are so many other civil 
liberties issues competing for critical attention. Perhaps 
because corporate scare-mongering and green baiting has 
turned animal rights activists into political lepers. Or per- 
haps history repeats itself. The ACLU has a long, venerable 
history of defending the civil liberties of even the most un- 
savory characters, including the KKK. Yet during the Red 
Scare of the '40s and '50s, the ACLU formally barred com- 
munists from leadership or staff positions. Meanwhile, 
the National Lawyers Guild took a beating for refusing to 
name names and purge members who also belonged to 
communist organizations, but it stood its ground. 

This time around, the National Lawyers Guild was out 
front opposing the AETA and the Green Scare. And this 
time around, the silence of the ACLU spoke volumes, es- 
sentially giving the Green Scare the green light. 

Will Potter is an award-winning reporter based in 
Washington, DC, who testified before Congress on the 
civil liberties implications of the AETA. He is the creator of 
GreenIsTheNewRed.com, where he blogs about the Green Scare 
and history repeating itself. 
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tr in iidladl commun ity 


fights Alcoa 


by Sujatha Fernandes 

The roads that wander through the southwestern pen- 
insula of Trinidad pass small fishing villages, mangrove 
swamps and coconut plantations; they skirt herds of buf- 
falypso and reveal sheltered beach coves. But in Febru- 
ary 2006, Alcoa signed an agreement with the Trinidad 
and Tobago government that threatens to fundamentally 
alter this gentle landscape. The Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia-based company's plans to build a large aluminum 
smelter have sparked criticism from local residents and 
environmentalists. 

The $ 1.5-billion project is slated 
for the Chatham/Cap-de-Ville area 
and includes a 341,000 metric-tons- 
per-year aluminum smelter, an an- 
ode plant and a cast house. Alcoa, 
the world's leading producer of alu- 
minum, is promoting the project as a 
boon to local employment and other 
community benefits. 

Alumina, from which aluminum 
is derived, would come from Alcoa 
refineries in Jamaica, Suriname and 
northern Brazil. Alcoa's Director of 
Public Strategy Wade Hughes has 
said that the government of Trini- 
dad and Tobago invited Alcoa to 
build the smelter, citing the islands' 
advantages: competitive energy 
prices, local economic needs and 
"strategic positioning for manu- 
facturing in close proximity to the 
large markets of North and South 
America and Europe." 

In July, Alcoa chose Bechtel as its 
primary partner in conducting feasibility studies for the 
smelter. Over the last six years, the government of Trinidad 
and Tobago has already worked with Bechtel to construct 
four Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plants in Point Fortin, 
which have affected traditional fishing waters. Bechtel 
and Alcoa both hold contracts with the US military. Since 
2004, Alcoa has received $43.7 million to manufacture 
ground combat and tactical vehicles for the US Army and 
aluminum structural castings for the US Navy's Tactical 
Tomahawk Missile Program. 

Cedros Peninsula United (CPU), a local organization 
opposing Alcoa's proposed smelter, charges that the proj- 
ect will hurt villages along the peninsula. It will displace 


100 families, release emissions harmful to health and the 
environment, pose occupational safety hazards and di- 
minish biodiversity. The group has also raised fears that 
the smelter will create electromagnetic fields (EMF). EMF 
have proven controversial at China's state-run aluminum 
smelters in Nanshan and Shandong, and at a facility that 
Alcoa operates in Sao Luis, Brazil. 

Alcoa has a long history of environmental violations. 
The US Department of Commerce states that Alcoa vio- 
lated more than 100 regulations on the export of potas- 
sium fluoride and sodium fluoride between 1991 and 


1995. According to the New York Times, Alcoa's Massena 
aluminum smelter in New York, was fined $7.5 million 
in 1991 — the largest criminal penalty at the time for haz- 
ardous waste violations. 

The problems of toxic waste and pollution are also 
foremost for Trinidad's activists. Alcoa's Certificate of En- 
vironmental Clearance (CEC) application estimates that 
the proposed smelter would have an annual output of 600 
metric tons of solid waste, as well as 50 cubic meters of 
wastewater per day. 

The most voluminous solid waste is spent potlining 
(SPL), the corroded material removed from the steel shells 
or "pots" that hold molten aluminum. According to the 
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Alcoa website, SPL has been classified as hazardous waste 
because of its toxicity and explosive nature. Asked what 
Alcoa plans to do with Trinidad's SPL, Hughes replied 
that it "will be shipped to our processing facility in Gum 
Springs, Arkansas." Yet shipping potlining is a violation of 
the Basel Convention, an international agreement admin- 
istered by the United Nations. 

Other harmful emissions from aluminum smelters are 
clearly dangerous. Studies in Australia found that hydrogen 
fluoride, inspirable dust and sulphur dioxide from alumi- 
num smelters caused respiratory problems such as asthma, 
wheezing and chest tightness in workers. A 30-year study 
by the University of Calgary in Canada, found in 2004 that 
aluminum smelter workers in Sardinia, Italy, exposed to 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons were between 2.4 and 
five times more likely to die of pancreatic cancer. In Nor- 
way, the Department of Horticulture and Crop Sciences 
studied three aluminum smelters and concluded that even 
low emissions of fluoride cause serious damage to nearby 
vegetation. Another Alcoa smelter under production in 
east Iceland has led to similar protests over health and en- 
vironmental effects (see EF!J May-June 2006). 

But, despite mounting opposition, Alcoa is moving 
ahead. In March 2006, it applied to the Environmental 
Management Agency for a CEC. Permission was granted 
in July for Alcoa to undergo an environmental impact 
assessment. 

Alcoa has also spearheaded a public relations campaign 
to win over the populace with pledges of good jobs and 
a clean environment. The company, which earned $26.2 
billion in 2005, according to its website, is buying full- 
page advertisements in local newspapers. One ad prom- 
ised "750 to 800 long-term jobs to Trinidad" and touted 
the smelter as part of Alcoa's "community partnerships." 
Another ad in the Trinidad Express read, "Alcoa's smelter 
in the Park. Progress — in harmony with Community and 
Culture," and another claimed, "Alcoa — longtime steward 
of the environment." 

Fitzroy Beache, president of the Chatham/Cap-de-Ville 
Environmental Protection Group (CCEPG), is not con- 
vinced. "Alcoa does this everywhere it goes; it is doing 
this in Iceland to stop the protest and buy out everybody. 
Now it tries to come to the community saying it'll build 
parks and football fields. But we don't want that; we don't 
even want Alcoa in our community right now." 

The prospect of the smelter is proving a unifying force 
as the ethnically diverse but tightly knit communities of 


the peninsula organize to protect their environment and 
their way of life. The mostly poor, rural, black and brown 
communities of the peninsula have formed alliances and 
organizations such as the CCEPG, CPU and the Rights 
Action Group. 

These organizations demanded a meeting with compa- 
ny representatives, and after all-night vigils outside the 
prime minister's office, protest marches and rallies, Alcoa 
agreed. On July 5 and 14, Adesh Surajnath, a technical en- 
gineer hired by Alcoa to do preliminary drilling, attended 
public meetings at the Chatham Community Center and 
answered questions. 

Community leaders and residents alike expressed anger 
and distrust. One of the more than 300 attendees demand- 
ed to know how much compensation he would receive for 
the loss of the farming land that supports his family. Oth- 
ers in the small, crowded hall raised health and environ- 
mental concerns. 

When Surajnath said he was unable to answer the 
questions, furious residents demanded an audience with 
ministers who could — including Minister of Energy and 
Petroleum Lenny Saith. According to Beache, the govern- 
ment should make its plans clear and initiate meaningful 
forums where the public can voice their concerns. 

In addition to protests and marches, the Civil Rights As- 
sociation and CCEPG are pursuing legal channels to stop 
the construction. Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj, the lawyer 
on the case, is preparing to file public interest litigation 
to prevent the government from taking any further steps 
until it puts in place proper regulations. 

One of the leaders of the campaign against the smelter 
is a small, young Indo-Trinidadian mother of two. 

"The issue is preserving ourselves," she said, sitting on 
the veranda of her two-story house in Chatham. "We are 
aware of the health problems, the cancer, the asthma. 
We've seen the destruction of our coastlines with the LNG 
plants. People don't catch fish here now, you know? 

"They want to convert the entire southwest peninsula 
into an industrial belt. Alcoa will break all the rules to see 
that this proposed smelter goes ahead, but what do we 
have to benefit? Some temporary employment at mini- 
mum wage, but who gains all the profit? The people have 
nothing to gain from this." 

Formore information, visitwww.rightsactiongroup.blogspot. 
com; www.nosmeltertnt.com; www.savingiceland.org. 

A version of this article was originally published by 
CorpWatch and can be found at www.corpwatch.org. 
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Breaking Point 

Moloka i Activists Occupy 

Proposed Subdivision Site 


by Bree Ullman 

Shortly before midnight on September 20, Moloka'i 
homesteader Moke Kim stood before the nine Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) trustees with fire in his eyes. "Ev- 
eryone says that we must assimilate so that we will not 
be left behind," he said. "I don't want to be assimilated. I 
want to be left behind." 

Kim is one of more than 300 people gathered to take a 
stand on what activists say is a battle to save the last Ha- 
waiian island. 

Public testimony has lasted nearly four and a half hours. 
At issue is the Moloka'i Ranch's Community-Based Master 
Land Use Plan, which would turn La'au Point, a pristine 
stretch of land on the southwest corner of the island, into 
a luxury subdivision. The plan comes with several incen- 
tives for the community, including the creation of new 
jobs and the promise of a land trust prohibiting devel- 
opment on a significant piece of the ranch's other lands. 
To the dismay of native Hawaiian activists, OHA voted 
unanimously to endorse the plan. OHA Trustee Collette 
Machado of Moloka'i calls it a "realistic solution to a 30- 
year struggle with Moloka'i Ranch." 

Not everyone is convinced. Frustrated by the master 
plan's continued progress in the face of community oppo- 
sition, resisters have resorted to tactics reminiscent of the 
1970s' Kaho'olawe protests. Activists have begun an ex- 
tended occupation of La'au Point, where they have built 
a traditional hale (dwelling) using mangrove and bamboo 
logs. On October 7, hundreds of protesters marched four 



A traditional hale at La'au Point 


miles to the occupation site. This was the largest protest 
march in Moloka'i history and the first to follow tradition- 
al Hawaiian protocol. Moloka'i Ranch Cultural. Advisor 
Pilipo Solatorio says he was glad the company cooperated 
with protesters by allowing him to give a traditional chant 
and answer the conch shell calls of entering marchers. As 
Solatorio stood at the open "no trespassing" gates to La'au, 
he was on the verge of tears. 

"Only we understand this sense of place," he told 
marchers. "For others, it's kala (money)." Solatorio also 
says that he wished he could have marched alongside 
the protesters. "I saw the spirit of my ancestors in the 
people who walked through those gates." 

Moloka'i citizens have defied development for de- 
cades. They see no reason to throw in the towel any 
time soon. 

"We stopped the bombing of Kaho'olawe, we stopped 
the cruise ships, and we will stop gentlemen's estates 
from going up at La'au," says famed activist Walter Ritte, 
who has used civil disobedience tactics to fight develop- 
ment for more than 30 years. 

Moloka'i residents also question the value of the 
promised jobs. "What exactly do they mean by bring- 
ing jobs to Maunaloa?” Josh Pastrana asks. "Do they 
mean minimum wage jobs cleaning people's houses? 
Cleaning people's toilets? Because that is not my idea 
of opportunity." 

In a state where tourism rules local industry, Moloka'i 
seems almost a logical impossibility. The island contains 
the highest sea cliffs in the world, the longest white sand 
beach in Hawaii, the largest barrier reef in the island 
chain and hardly any tourism. There are no stoplights, 
no shopping malls, no buildings taller than a palm tree. 
Locals welcome visitors but not speculators. Moloka'i, 
they say, is not for sale. 

Ritte says the outcome of the La'au conflict could 
determine the fate of much more than the 875 acres in 
jeopardy. "Who will control Moloka'i's future? Will it 
be the people of this island? Will their voices be heard? 
Or will it fall into the hands of big businesses and de- 
velopers?" Ritte asks. "We pride ourselves on the fact 
that we are an island of people that speak up — as farm- 
ers, as fishermen, as independent people. If we lose 
this battle, this is what we lose." 

"This is an island that refuses to be homogenized,” 
says State Senator Clayton Hee, who joined the recent 
protest march to La'au Point. "On other islands people 
in need are stealing copper wire from the highways. 
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Here, they hunt from the mountain; they fish from the 
sea. This is a humaa refuge." 

On Moloka'i, where subsistence hunting and gathering 
still thrive, La'au is called "the icebox" for its abundant 
game and proximity to the Penguin Banks, the best fish- 
ing area on the island. The Moloka'i Hawaiian Homestead 
Association and other La'au development opponents say 
that the master plan will threaten their limited water sup- 
ply and devastate important cultural resources on the only 
island where native Hawaiians still have a majority. 

Moloka'i Properties Ltd., known locally as Moloka'i 
Ranch, insists that the land-use plan was developed in 
collaboration with the Moloka'i community and that it 
is a socially and culturally responsible project. Moloka'i 
Ranch is one of the state's largest landholders, with hold- 
ings encompassing some 65,000 acres. A subsidiary of Sin- 
gapore-based BIL International Ltd., the ranch has been 
reportedly losing money for decades — partially because 
the community has successfully fought its various devel- 
opment plans. - 

The ranch says that more than 1,000 people participated 
in the public input process over the past two years, but vid- 
eotapes of the meetings show that an overwhelming ma- 
jority turned out only to tell the ranch how strongly they 
opposed La'au development. "Every meeting is pretty much 
the same," says Dan Emhof, who filmed many of the forums. 
"The people say 'no' over and over again. They're more like 
rallies than discussions. That's how few people have come 
out in support of the ranch." 

"This is not a community plan," says planner Harmonee 
Williams of Townscape Inc., who joined protesters marching 
to La'au this month. She should know — she helped write it. 
Townscape was hired by Moloka'i Ranch to draft the envi- 
ronmental impact statement for the La'au Point proposal. 

"A true community plan starts from nothing and asks 
the community what they want," she says. "In this case, 
[Moloka'i Ranch] decided La'au was going to happen 
and then asked the community what they wanted to do 
with the rest." 

Steve Morgan, who has lived on the west end of the is- 
land for 30 years, says the people of Moloka'i do not want 


to sacrifice some land to preserve other land. They want to 
preserve all of it. He noted that for the past three decades, 
no developer has managed to touch the land offered by 
the trust, and that anyone who tried would have to go 
through the same difficult land-use process that the ranch 
is going through now. 

"This plan is a Trojan horse," says Morgan. "The ranch 
knows it could never develop on those lands," he says. 
"That's why it's offering them up." He adds that the size of 
the offer means that Moloka'i’s refusal to accept the deal 
will set a precedent. "It will tell [Molokai Ranch] whether 
we will compromise who we are." 

Moloka'i seems to play by its own rules, and relaxing 
is not on the agenda any time soon. The occupation of 
the La'au Point site evoked the devil-may-care appeal of 
a pirate adventure, complete with the formation of a set- 
tlement on a slice of land nicknamed Shipwreck Beach. 
Supplied by a small flotilla of fishing boats, more than 50 
people spent shifts building a hale on the contested land. 

Ritte was thrilled to see that the original occupation crew 
was not just the usual suspects. "I'd never seen these guys 
at any of the meetings, but when the day arrived, they 
were here. These are the men who actually spend time 
at La'au, and they were the only ones who could have 
pulled this off." The men are calling themselves "frontlin- 
ers," and they spent much of the first day chasing sinking 
mangrove logs to the bottom of the sea. 

Despite the peaceful nature of recent protests, the Save 
La'au movement is couched in the language of battle. The 
frontliners who initiated the occupation refer to Walter 
Ritte as "General Wal." In protest of the OHA resolution 
supporting the plan, frontliner Hanohano Naehu held a 
sign that read, "This is war." 

When Jimmy Duvauchelle, Moloka'i Ranch's head cat- 
tleman, asked Naehu to put the sign down, he refused. "I 
hold this sign not because I hate anyone," Naehu says, 
"but because development is like bombs to me.... This is 
for my survival." 

A version of this article originally appeared in the Hono- 
lulu Weekly and can be found at www.honoluluweekly.com/ 
cover/2006/ 1 0/break-point. 
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by Max Rameau 

On October 23, a group of activ- 
ists and homeless people landed 
on the corner of 62nd Street and 
Northwest 17th Avenue, in the im- 
poverished Liberty City section of 
Miami, Florida. We removed about 
eight garbage bags full of debris 
from the vacant lot there, unloaded 
materials and supplies, and erected 
tents. We also planted a huge sign 
that simultaneously described our 
occupation, made a call to action 
and gave name to a movement: 
Take Back the Land. 

Taking its name from the Swahili 
word for "unity," the Umoja Village 
Shantytown is now a self-sustaining 
community that houses 35 previous- 
ly homeless people and functions 
as a full-blown urban shantytown. 
The lot, which is owned jointly by 
the city of Miami and Miami-Dade 
County, features approximately 
20 wood-framed structures and in- 
cludes multiple duplex-style hous- 
ing units built from wooden pallets, 
a fully functional kitchen, an all- 
natural toilet housed in a porta-pot- 
ty shell and a shower powered by an 
elevated water container. 


The public land, which once 
housed a low-income apartment 
complex, is now controlled by its 
residents and the community at 
large. The occupation and the over- 
whelming community support for it 
did not arise in a vacuum, but are 
the result of dedicated local organi- 
zations and individuals working for 
social change. 

Miami has been a focal point of 
the recent mad rush to develop every 
square inch of the Earth for maxi- 
mum profit in the name of progress. 
No longer a haven for affordable 
retirement, Miami has recently wit- 
nessed some of the greatest land 
value increases in the US. Wealthy 
developers and the mass media cele- 
brate what they call a "development 
boom" and swim in the profits. 

Most others, however, endure 
raised rents and deteriorating liv- 
ing conditions, and find owning a 
home increasingly out of reach. In 
the black community, gentrifica- 
tion — the forced removal and re- 
placement of low-income residents 
by wealthier people — has hit with 
a vengeance. For the poor, that 
"boom” is the sound of their com- 
munity being destroyed. 


Worse still, the government that 
many have turned to for solutions 
seems to be in on the plot. Logic dic- 
tates that during a housing shortage, 
government agencies would increase 
the number of affordable housing 
units. However, the exact opposite 
is occurring as local governments ac- 
tively decrease the number of units, 
despite public outcry. The shrinking 
pool of affordable housing has devas- 
tated the poor, but it profits develop- 
ers, who are free to jack up the rent 
on people with few options. 

To add insult to injury, tens of 
millions of dollars earmarked for 
low-income housing were stolen in 
a case of massive government cor- 
ruption, which was unearthed by 
the Miami Herald in July. The funds 
were, instead, delivered to the hands 
of wealthy and politically connected 
developers. Mass media reports of 
the corruption outraged the general 
public, creating the political oppor- 
tunity to take back the land. 

This confluence of factors makes 
clear that neither the market nor the 
government is interested in using 
land responsibly or appropriately. 
We are not being heroic in planning 
a land takeover; to address this issue, 
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there is literally no one else to whom 
we can turn. The conclusion is sur- 
prisingly self-evident: Taking back 
the land is a legitimate response to 
gentrifkation and the housing crisis. 
However, we are aiming our sights 
higher than merely providing a 
transactional service, such as build- 
ing housing. We want to build a lib- 
eration movement. 

We have developed objectives on 
three levels: First, we will provide 
housing and food to those in need. 
Second, we will challenge the system 
itself by asserting our right to direct- 
ly relate to the land. We need nei- 
ther government nor developers to 
serve as intermediaries between the 
people and the land on which we 
live, work and play. This is our land, 
and we will make better use and take 
better care of it than them. 

And third, we will 
build a new society 
based on human 
dignity and respect, 
not relationships of 
pigmentation, gen- 
der, capital or weap- 
onry. As part of this 
new society, the 
residents are being 
trained on how to 
run every aspect of 
the city that we are 
building, including 
small and large de- 
cision making, plan- 
ning, building units, 
cleaning, cooking, 
conflict resolution 
and more. 

The theory be- 
hind this action, 
then, rests on sev- 
eral assumptions: 

This movement is fundamentally 
about land; we have the right to 
control the land in our community 
and use it for the public good; the 
government is an integral part of the 
problem and, therefore, cannot be 
depended upon to forge a solution; 
and development is not about build- 
ings, paved streets or technology. 
Rather, true development is funda- 
mentally about the lives and poten- 
tial of actual people. 

As such, the inevitable question 
arose: What are our demands of the 


government? This is not an elabo- 
rate scheme to force the government 
into negotiations. We do not want its 
misplaced sympathy, false promises 
or grandiose plans. We want it to re- 
frain from screwing this up as badly 
as its previous "attempts" at low-in- 
come housing. We have, therefore, 
only one demand of the government: 
Leave us alone. 

In addition to serving as a model 
for reclaiming both public policy and 
land, this occupation offers valuable 
lessons in movement building. In 
our broader response to the housing 
crisis, the movement is coordinat- 
ing efforts for greater impact. Some 
are challenging the public corrup- 
tion aspect of the issue; a large and 
powerful coalition has been built 
to address the public policy aspect 
of housing, making demands and 


keeping the issue on the front burn- 
er of public opinion. Take Back the 
Land squarely challenges the struc- 
ture of the system and the ability of 
capitalism/white supremacy/patri- 
archy to provide fair land usage for 
people. Each part of the movement 
coordinates with but does not con- 
trol the actions of the others. 

The political component of Take 
Back the Land is led by an all-black 
coalition. After laying the theoreti- 
cal groundwork, we understood the 
importance of working with other 


concerned parties and sought the 
assistance of Lake Worth Global Jus- 
tice, a grouping of mostly young, 
white people dealing with globaliza- 
tion, as well as environmental and 
land issues. 

The Lake Worth folks were granted 
broad discretion to work their magic 
but were willing to work under black 
political leadership — a rare and criti- 
cally important concession that many 
non-black organizations are unwilling 
to make, even when working in the 
black community. The Umoja Village 
could not have been built without 
their incredible participation. 

The black organizations have built 
real capacity by learning from the 
Lake Worth folks, and we like to think 
they have learned from our political 
vision. This action was the result of a 
real coalition with real shared power, 
mutual trust and re- 
spect. To rework the 
popular saying, it takes 
a village to build Umo- 
ja. And it took umoja to 
build a village. 

As with all capital- 
ist economic cycles, 
however, this boom 
was not built to last. 
Two forces are headed 
for what might be a 
socially defining col- 
lision. The affordable 
housing shortage con- 
tinues to intensify, just 
■§. as the housing bust, 
g which will leave po- 
^ tentially thousands of 
H housing units uncom- 
pleted or unoccupied, 
picks up steam. 

The paradox of the 
people-less homes shar- 
ing a city with the homeless people 
has profound implications for land 
struggles in the US. This time, howev- 
er, the response — or lack thereof — of 
the social justice movement is tak- 
ing center stage. Are we ready to Take 
Back the Land? 

For more information, contact 
afrimax@gmail.com; takebacktheland. 
blogspot.com. 

Max Rameau is an organizer with 
the Center for Pan-African Develop- 
ment, the group that initiated Take 
Back the Land. 
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. T . r and sources of oxygen, healthy food 

BY JESSI JETPACK AND ArESH JaVAD. and healing medicine . 

Forty-five-day eviction letters have Several decades later, in an ironic 
been sent to seven East Harlem com- twist of fate, East Harlem's gardens 
munity gardens with 16 
more to follow. What!? I 
thought all the gardens 
in New York City were 
saved! 

Not quite. 

More than 50 New York 
community gardens are in 
imminent danger of being 
bulldozed. Many of these 
are in East Harlem. 

In the 1960s, East Har- 
lem — a primarily Afri- 
can-American and Latino 
neighborhood known also 
as Spanish Harlem and El 
Barrio — was decimated by 
arsonist landowners who, 
prompted by falling prop- 
erty values, burned down 
their own buildings to col- 
lect the insurance money. 

Meanwhile, willful neglect 
by city agencies exacer- 
bated problems in Afri- 
can-American and Latino 
neighborhoods, leaving 
Harlem and similar neigh- 
borhoods across the five 
boroughs with countless 
demolished buildings and 
vacant lots. 

From this wreckage, East 
Harlem residents created 
community green spaces 
to help renew their neglected neigh- 
borhoods. One garbage bag at a time, 
community 

members cleared mountains of trash 
from vacant lots and turned them 
into beautiful community gardens 
full of vegetables, fruit trees, shade 
trees, bushes, flowers and herbs. 

With these new gardens, East Harlem 
gained much needed public green 
space, venues of cultural expression, 
places for neighborhood kids to play, 


beans, basil, greens and 
more. During the day, 
the gardeners can be seen 
hard at work and in the 
evenings, sharing food 
and music with neighbors 
and anyone who wants to 
come in. 

In early June, the city's 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and Devel- 
fJKgyjj a opment (HPD) broke into 
| the garden and tore out its 
njEfljljjKr casita (little house), tool- 
shed, trellises, grape vines 
and the borders of the 
' - yf ^ garden boxes. All the gar- 
den tools and gardeners' 
| belongings disappeared 
| or were thrown away. But 
| gardeners broke HPD's 
lock the following week 
'M I and took back the garden! 
jMffS Planned for the Nueva 
Esperanza site is a high-rise 
luxury condominium de- 
are under attack. Now that the com- velopment, ostensibly intended to fi- 
munity gardens have breathed life nance a museum (showcasing African 
back into East Harlem, the city wants art owned by wealthy white collectors) 
to sell them to developers for a hefty to be built next door. The museum 
profit. It is the positive impact of the was fast-tracked by politicians and is 
community gardens themselves that generally seen as an outside entity and 
has resulted in bulldozers at their a gentrifying force in the community, 
gates. This is all despite the fact that Despite this, it would be easy to have 
Harlem has hundreds of vacant lots the museum and community garden 
that could be developed without dis- coexist if only the attendant high- 
placing gardens. rise condominiums were built on a 

First on the city's demolition list different site (or not built at all!). 
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There are thousands of empty build- 
ings and tens of thousands of vacant 
lots in the city on which housing 
could be built. 

The Harlem United Gardeners 
(HUG), a coalition representing the 
East Harlem area, has been meeting 
intensively for the last few months. 
The gardeners have been trying to 
decide how to combat the attack on 
their gardens, many of which have 
been a part of the neighborhood and 
their lives for more than 20 years. 

The mission of HUG and the More 
Gardens! Coalition is simple and 
direct: to make all community gar- 
dens permanent and create more 
gardens. This is a crucial goal for an 
area with less than one-fourth of an 
acre of green space per 1,000 people, 


Two months ago, Victor Medina, a 
longtime Harlem community gardener 
at the 116th Block Association Garden, 
died of complications after surgery. Vic- 
tor was a well-loved member of the gar- 
den community and played a big part 
in bringing together gardeners in East 
Harlem to fight the evictions. Victor 
readily volunteered to lock down from 
his wheelchair when he heard of the 
danger facing the gardens and his be- 
loved trees. A memorial was later held 
at Victor's garden on November 19. 

On November 12, we held a memo- 
rial for our fallen comrade Brad Will, 
who was killed by paramilitaries in 
Oaxaca, Mexico, while document- 
ing the popular uprising there (see 
page 36). Brad was a key member of 
More Gardens! in its inception and 



% 






Bulldozers around the corner! Dances around the campfire! 
Death of two magical community members! Nueva Esperanza 
Garden encampment digs in for the Winter! 




as opposed to 
the 2.5 acres recommended for the 
city. Many gardeners live among the 
cement high-rises that represent the 
highest population concentration of 
projects in New York. 

We are telling HPD that Harlem 
needs its gardens. We are demand- 
ing that if gardens are destroyed, 
the city offer new sites that are ac- 
cessible, comparable in size and per- 
manent to any gardeners who are 
displaced. 

Bulldozers are expected to come for 
Nueva Esperanza soon. Volunteers 
stay in the garden overnight and keep 
an early morning lookout. A lock- 
down has been set up for one garden 
defender to lock herself or himself 
into and delay the bulldozers while 
garden supporters and media are con- 
tacted. The gardeners are keeping a 
vigil. They have drawn a line in the 
grass. They are asking for experienced 
defenders to join them. 

Death in the Movement 

New York City's community garden- 
ers lost two important people recently. 


passionately defended 
community gardens. He contributed 
much to the garden struggle in New 
York City, sharing ideas, tactics and 
music, and never hesitating to put 
his body on the line. He was one of 
many people at the (old) Esperanza 
Community Garden encampment to 
lock himself to the garden when the 
bulldozers showed up. 

We encourage people to remember 
Victor and Brad for the work they did 
and to help create a more just and 
sustainable world. 

The encampment is urgently in- 
viting both new and experienced 
activists to join in the fun. For more 
information, contact More Gardens! 
at (718) 585-2109; jecifer@gmail.com; 
www.moregardens.org. 

Jessi Jetpack is a member of the More 
Gardens! Coalition who, as a child, read 
books instead of going outside. Jessi 
would like to have called this article "La 
Guerra de Los Jardines IV: Una Nueva 
Esperanza." 

Aresh Javadi is a leprechaun and a 
founding member of the More Gardens! 
Coalition. 


EPA to Regulate Form of 
Nanotechnology 

In November, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
placed increased regulations on 
nanotechnologies using silver 
ions — the first case of govern- 
ment regulation of nanotechnol- 
ogy. From nowon, manufacturers 
of nanosilver will need to pro- 
vide scientific proof that their 
products do not pose any envi- 
ronmental or health risks. 

Nanosilver, one of the most 
common forms of nanotechnol- 
ogy, is typically used to kill bac- 
teria in shoe liners, food-storage 
containers, air fresheners and 
washing machines. Critics of 
nanotechnology are concerned 
that after nanosilver is dis- 
carded, it could enter the envi- 
ronment and kill off beneficial 
bacteria populations. 

Honeywell Agrees to 
Clean Up Superfund Lake 

In October, after a 1 7-year legal 
battle, Honeywell International 
agreed to remove toxic sediments 
from New York's Onondaga Lake 
at a cost of more than $450 mil- 
lion. The cleanup will be one of 
the largest environmental recov- 
ery projects in New York State 
history. Onondaga Lake is one 
of only three lakes classified as 
Superfund sites by the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 

From 1917 through 1986, 
chemical company AlliedSignal 
disposed of toxic waste at a site 
near Onondaga Lake. A 2002 
study found elevated levels of 
mercury, benzene, polychlo- 
rinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 
other toxic compounds in the 
lake. Honeywell merged with Al- 
liedSignal in 1999, assuming the 
latter's liabilities in the process. 

While many view the cleanup 
plan as a landmark victory, oth- 
ers consider it insufficient. They 
suggest that more than $2 billion 
would be required to properly 
decontaminate Onondaga Lake. 
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by Cinder 

This past Fall, the US government 
and its corporate cronies worked 
overtime to further militarize the 
US-Mexico border. On September 
21, Boeing won a $67-million fed- 
eral contract to construct a "virtual 
fence" along a 28-mile stretch of the 
border. The high-tech barrier will in- 
clude 1,800 surveillance towers, sen- 
sors and even unmanned spy planes. 
Government officials have promised 
that this will be the first of many con- 
tracts awarded under the new Secure 
Border Initiative, a multibillion-dollar 
plan to reduce undocumented entry 
along both the northern and south- 
ern US borders over the next six years 
(see EF!f July-August 2006). 

On October 26, President Bush 
signed the Secure Fence Act into law. 
This new law authorizes the con- 
struction of more vehicle barriers, 
checkpoints and hundreds of miles 
of additional fence along the south- 
ern border. It also gives the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) 
the ability to increase the use of ad- 
vanced technology. In the past year, 
the National Guard has also been de- 
ployed to the border, and the number 
of Border Patrol agents has increased 
significantly. 

In the midst of these steps toward 
a more fascist military presence in 
the Sonoran Desert, the Tohono 
O'odham people, along with the 
Derechos Humanos Coalition, the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) 
and the International Indian Treaty 
Council (IITC), called an Indigenous 
Border Summit of the Americas for 
September 26 through October 1, 


on the San Xavier Reservation, just 
outside of Tucson, Arizona. The con- 
ference initiated a discussion among 
Native peoples who live on nations 
spanning the northern and southern 
borders — arbitrary lines that they do 
not recognize. Bill Means, an AIM 
veteran and founder of IITC, and 
Dennis Banks, a co-founder of AIM, 
facilitated the summit and encour- 
aged many people from many na- 
tions to share their stories. 

The discussion focused on how the 
ongoing militarization of the bor- 
der — as one individual called it, this 
"warfare waged upon us" — will con- 
tinue to affect indigenous commu- 
nities, especially the seven nations 
living along the southern border: 
the Kumeyaay, Cocopah, Tohono 
O'odham, Akimel O'odham, Yaqui, 
Yavapai- Apache, Tiwa and Kickapoo. 
The conference also addressed con- 
cerns over the Bush administration's 
recent moves to nullify the 1794 Jay 
Treaty, which recognizes indigenous 
peoples' right to border passage, and 
to introduce legislation requiring 
DNA tests to determine Indian blood. 
This conference made clear that in- 
digenous peoples have not consented 
to nor been consulted about these ac- 
tions, which are in violation of their 
treaty rights. 

Many attendees recounted abuses 
by the Border Patrol and the National 
Guard. These forces have been run- 
ning rampant on Tohono O'odham 
land: carving their own roads through 
the desert, flying helicopters too low 
overhead, creating traffic on reser- 
vation roads, camping near sacred 
sites, surveilling ceremonies, entering 
homes, harassing indigenous people 


< * 

legally crossing the border, and creat- 
ing a culture of intimidation, fear and 
disrespect (see EF!f July- August 2004). 
One individual said, "Everything we 
hold sacred has been violated — men- 
tally, spiritually and physically." 

This led to assertions of sovereignty 
and criticisms of the US government's 
failure to respect indigenous rights. A 
few people observed that "if we were 
sovereign, we wouldn't have an oc- 
cupying army on our nation." Many 
agreed and acknowledged that US 
border policies have superceded their 
treaty rights. One individual stated, 
"Sovereignty is a myth; we only have 
as much as Congress allows us." 

Many were critical of Tohono 
O'odham tribal leaders, who are seen 
as complicit in the militarization of 
indigenous land. The tribal govern- 
ment receives DHS money to fund 
housing, health care and education. In 
exchange, O'odham elected officials 
do not respond to people’s questions 
about what the federal government is 
doing and are "afraid to speak up." 

One person described how deci- 
sions about their land are being 
made without mass participation or 
accountability: "The head of DHS 
flew in, touched the ground and left. 
The majority of the people didn't get 
to speak with him, only the tribal 
leaders." But there were calls for the 
people "to start talking back.... The 
government is not going to resolve 
our problems; the only one who can 
resolve our problems is us." 

In one of the most exciting mo- 
ments of the summit, a member of the 
Six Nations presented a Mohawk war- 
rior flag (which is flown during battle) 
and a Six Nations flag (which has the 
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tree of peace at its center) to the To- 
hono O'odham people. His message 
of solid and unending resistance with- 
out negotiation was received well. He 
said that the current resistance in 
Caledonia, Canada, grew from a small 
group who simply uttered, "No. You 
are not building homes on our land" 
(see EF!f November-December 2006). 
He added, "If you're going to have 
resistance, you start and you cannot 
stop. They know we are not going to 
back down." He offered the example 
of the Six Nations physically reclaim- 
ing a portion of their ancestral land 
from a housing developer as an in- 
spiration to those along the southern 
border. "Tell them, 'No. You are not 
building a fence across our land.' You 
have our support." 

Another O'odham, Mike Wilson, 
also called for more action on the res- 
ervation in theform of humanitarian 
aid. Wilson fills the water stations 
that migrants use frequently as they 
make the perilous journey through 
the Sonoran Desert. He feels that the 
tribal government is doing nothing 
to prevent deaths on the reserva- 
tion and that not enough of his fel- 
low O'odham are offering a helping 
hand. "No one should die for a cup 
of water," he stated. Another person 
warned, "Indian and Mexican, we're 
the same people, yet our captor has 
brainwashed us into racism." 

Many at the summit emphasized 
how many migrants are indigenous 
people from Mexico and Central 
and South America. One individual 
stated, "When Indian relatives come 
across the border, we don’t see them 
as criminals, as illegal aliens. We see 
them as Indians." 


Some described the larger picture of 
indigenous peoples being pushed off 
their lands in the Global South and 
forced to make the journey to the US 
so that they and their families can 
survive. One person illustrated the 
horrible degeneration of traditional 
lifeways that follows loss of land: 
"When you are removed from your 
land, you are no longer called an In- 
dian but a farmworker. This separa- 
tion of identity is... genocide." 

The main goal of the summit was 
to gather all these different perspec- 
tives and experiences into a unified 
voice. Indigenous nations have been 
approached separately and offered 
varying deals by the US and Mexican 
governments in an attempt to divide 
them. The last day of the conference 
was set aside for drafting statements 
that were issued to all indigenous 
nations, the general public, the US 
and Mexican governments, and the 
United Nations. 

In October, Subcomandante Marcos 
of the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army spoke in Magdalena de Kino, 
Mexico — not far from the Arizona-So- 
nora border. There, he offered a warn- 
ing that echoed some of the sentiments 
expressed at the summit: "And there 
will be many gatherings and declara- 
tions, but our poor Mexican men and 
women are going to continue dying 
on Navajo land or on the land of the 
O'odham. Those things are not going 
to change if we continue believing in 
those above." 

For more information, visit www. 
treatycouncil.org; www.aimovement. 
org; deletetheborder.org. 

When not fighting the man, Cinder 
likes to climb Saguaros, 
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Kashmir Border Wall 
Drives Carnivores into 
Villages 

In 2006, a record number of 
leopards and Himalayan black 
bears raided Indian villages 
along the Pakistan border, killing 
at least 12 people and injuring 
dozens more. At least six bears 
and leopards have been killed in 
retaliation. The reason for this 
unprecedented increase in ani- 
mal/human violence: a 10-foot- 
tall, 450-mile-long fence built by 
India in 2003, in order to keep 
out Pakistani militants. 

"Fencing... has restricted the 
trans-border movement of wild 
animals in the border areas of 
the state,” says Qazi Mohammed 
Afzal, Kashmir's environmental 
minister. "If people stand divid- 
ed due to the fence, then so do 
animals." 

A 1970 ban on hunting in 
Kashmir has led to the growth 
of leopard and bear populations. 
The destruction and settlement of 
the state's pine forests have also 
contributed to increased contact 
between animals and humans. 

New York Resumes Bobcat 
Trapping 

New York's Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation (DEC) 
is ending its 20-year moratorium 
on bobcat and fisher trapping. 
In October, the DEC announced 
that it would be instituting an 
experimental research trapping 
season in upstate New York. The 
season will run from late Octo- 
ber to mid-February, over the 
next three years. 

The DEC will issue free, special 
permits to trappers, who must 
give the animals' skinned carcass- 
es to researchers but are allowed 
to keep the pelts. According to 
the DEC, the study will collect 
population data and measure 
the effectiveness of trapping as a 
form of furbearer management. 
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BY TROUBLE! 

The Real ID Act, which was signed 
into law on May 11, 2005, is a not- 
so-random smorgasbord of almost 
everything that sucks, packed neat- 
ly into a rider on a routine military 
spending bill. This act was origi- 
nally authored as an anti-immigra- 
tion measure by Representative Jim 
Sensenbrenner of Wisconsin — well 
known for his love of war, torture, 
intellectual property rights and de- 
cency regulations, as well as his ha- 
tred of immigrants, taxes and gays. It 
includes provisions for higher bonds 
for detained migrants and makes ap- 
plying for asylum more difficult. 

Especially worrisome to undocu- 
mented migrants, activists of any 
sort and their supporters should be 


the act’s expanded definition of "ter- 
rorism." For US citizens, as well as 
documented and undocumented 
migrants, "terrorist activity" now in- 
cludes sabotage of any transport ves- 
sel, use of any weapon with intent 
to cause substantial harm to people 
or property, threat of assassination, 
gathering information on a target of 
a potential terrorist attack and more. 
For undocumented migrants, "ter- 
rorist acts" also include being a rep- 
resentative or member of an alleged 
terrorist group, endorsing "terrorist 
activity," and receiving military-style 
training from or materially support- 
ing "terrorist groups." This type of 
legislation has already been used 
to threaten Green Scare defendants 
with extended sentences, and it will 
continue to be used against those 


taking direct action in the name of 
animals and Mother Earth. 

But wait, it gets better! 

Title II of the Real ID Act mandates 
the creation of "Real IDs," nationally 
standardized identification cards and 
licenses implanted with Radio Frequen- 
cy Identification (RFID) transponders. 
After May 11, 2008, anyone residing 
in the US will need a Real ID to drive, 
take a train or plane, or receive any fed- 
eral services requiring identification. 
Though the Real ID doesn't technically 
constitute a national ID card — it won't 
be required of US citizens — the act 
states that "a federal agency may not 
accept, for any official purpose, a driv- 
er's license or identification card issued 
by a state to any person unless the state 
is meeting the [new] requirements." 
Personal information stored on the 





Indigenous Blockades Slash Peru's Oil Production 

More than 800 elders, women and children from the 
Achuar nation joined in a blockade that shut down most 
of Peru's oil production facilities for two weeks in October. 
The blockade also prevented airport, road and river access 
to Achuar territory in the Amazon. The Peruvian govern- 
ment initially sent in 200 national police officers, but the 
face-off remained peaceful. 

The Achuar forced the government and Argentine oil 
company Pluspetrol to construct a new hospital, create a 
multimillion-dollar health budget for the nation, give five 
percent of Loreto state oil royalties to Achuar community 
development, supply one year of emergency food to com- 
munities affected by pollution, and acknowledge the Ach- 
uar refusal of any new oil contracts and the cancellation 
of existing ones. 

The blockade came in response to more than 30 years of 
illegal dumping into nearby waterways by the oil industry 
and two years of failed government negotiations. 


Peabody Coal Can't Hide Down Under 

On October 9, a group of more than 30 outraged climate 
activists occupied and disrupted Peabody Coal's office in 
Newcastle, Australia. Representatives from the United Na- 
tions of the South Pacific joined with Hunter Valley resi- 
dents and folks from more than five countries to protest 
Peabody's destruction of the Navajo nation's cultural and 
environmental heritage at Black Mesa in northern Arizo- 
na. The activists demanded that Peabody cancel its pro- 
posed merger with Australian company Excel Coal and 
end all coal mining. To date, more than 15,000 Din£ have 
been evicted from their ancestral lands in order to secure 
the resources beneath. 

Italian ALF Liberates More Than 1,000 

On November 21, a group of masked animal liberation- 
ists cut a hole in the roof of the Harlan Corporation breed- 
ing building in Correzzana, northeast of Milan. Once 
inside, the resistant rascals relocated 25 primates and more 
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RFID transponders will be accessible by 
"common machine-readable technol- 
ogy," which is vulnerable to hacking 
as well as collection by businesses that 
can resell it to advertisers. The infor- 
mation collected by the government 
when issuing Real ID cards will amount 
to a national digital database of all US 
citizens' personal information. 


When applying for Real IDs, citi- 
zens will be required to present iden- 
tity documentation far exceeding 
current requirements. This will put 
many already oppressed demograph- 
ics at even greater risk of government 
scrutiny. The same "Employment Ver- 
ification System" that is being used to 
round up undocumented migrants 


across the country will presumably 
out every transsexual person whose 
personal information doesn't match 
up (see page 28). 

Lastly, Title III calls for massive 
border "security": the construc- 
tion of walls and installation of 
high-tech surveillance technology, 
unimpeded by any judicial review, 
existing laws or environmental pro- 
tections. This construction will cut 
through massive swaths of protect- 
ed wilderness and habitat (see EF!J 
July-August 2006). The manufacture 
of new IDs, card readers and border 
infrastructure required by the REAL 
ID Act will cost taxpayers more than 
$11 billion. 

This legislation is being fought by 
such disparate groups as the National 
Governors' Association, American Im- 
migration Lawyers Association, Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union, National 
Association of Evangelicals, American 
Library Association and more than 
600 other organizations. 

To ask Sensenbrenner for more infor- 
mation about the Real ID Act, contact 
(202) 225-5101; sensenbrenner@mail. 
house.gov. 

trouble! wears a tinfoil hat to bed. 


than 1,000 mice to more peaceful settings. The liberators 
proceeded to destroy computer equipment and smear fe- 
ces and something resembling blood on the walls. 

As with many animal supply companies, Harlan's record 
of animal abuse is undeniable and unconscionable. Ani- 
mals in Harlan's torture chambers have gone without food 
and water for days on end. Similar atrocities at Harlan labs 
in the UK have been extensively documented in under- 
cover video, which is available on the British Union for 
the Abolition of Vivisection's website. 

Oaxaca Solidarity Activists Attack Tucson Free 
Trade Center 

As the suits went to work at the National Law Center for 
Inter-American Free Trade in Tucson, Arizona, on November 
20, they were greeted by glued locks, broken glass and spray- 
painted messages of "Viva Oaxaca" and "Free Trade = Death." 
This sabotage was done in response to the Zapatistas’ call for 
actions in solidarity with the struggle in Oaxaca: "We should 
show our commitment to each other in our actions,... just 
as the companer@s of the Popular Assembly of the People of 
Oaxaca are showing us their dignity in struggle." 


The targeted law center plays a critical role in drafting the 
neoliberal policies that have destroyed the lives of many 
people throughout Latin America. In 2004, for example, it 
hosted the Andean Free Trade Agreement summit. 

Greenpeace Activists Lock Down at Didcot 
Power 

When workers showed up at Didcot Power near Ox- 
fordshire, UK, on November 2, they were presented 
with a paralyzed power plant. Greenpeace activists had 
entered the site along a railroad, chained themselves to 
a coal conveyor belt and ascended a solitary chimney, 
bringing the facility to a halt. Two protestors repelled 
down the chimney and painted "Blair's Legacy" down 
its face. 

The non-violent occupation ended the next day at 3:30 
p.m., after a court injunction was obtained against the ac- 
tivists. Twenty-five people were arrested and released on 
bail to await a January court date. 

The action cost RWE npower, owner of Didcot, nearly $1 
million due to a 50 percent cut in power generation. This 
was the third and most potent protest at Didcot this year. 
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Steven Kurtz interacts with a participant during CAE's "GenTerra" project at the Museum of Natural History, London, UK, in 201 


ANY ART YOU CREATE CAN AND WILL 


by MGM 

For Steven Kurtz and the Criti- 
cal Art Ensemble (CAE), the idea 
of pissing off major corporations 
was nothing new. Monsanto had 
sent a cease-and-desist order to 
CAE for their Contestational Biol- 
ogy installation, during which CAE 
reverse engineered Roundup Ready 
crops with a simple nutritional 
supplement, rendering the geneti- 
cally engineered (GE) soy, corn and 
canola plants vulnerable — instead 
of immune — to the toxic herbicide. 
Imagine Monsanto's reaction upon 
learning that CAE was calling for 
Fuzzy Biological Sabotage (FBS) as a 
fresh tactic to disrupt the creation 
and distribution of harmful new 
GE products. 

But it's one thing to piss off a ma- 
jor corporation and quite another 
to have the Department of Justice 
breathing down your neck. That's 
what happened to Kurtz and Robert 
Ferrell after the sudden and natu- 
ral death of Kurtz's wife on May 11, 
2004. Kurtz and Ferrell had been 
working on CAE's latest project, 
Marching Plague, concerning gov- 
ernment pursuit of biological war- 
fare programs allegedly intended to 


protect against a biological attack. 
When paramedics and cops rushed 
to Kurtz's house to assist his wife, 
they noticed the scientific equip- 
ment in his house. "This can't be 
right," they said to themselves. 
The Joint Terrorism Task Force was 
called, and the FBI launched an in- 
vestigation attempting to charge 
Steve Kurtz and CAE's long-time 
collaborator, Robert Ferrell with bio- 
terrorism. Even though the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the FBI failed 
to bring those charges, they are not 
leaving these men or CAE alone. 

All of Kurtz's and CAE's files, 
books, notes and computers — in- 
cluding all the work for the then- 
unreleased Marching Plague project 
and equipment used in two other 
previously displayed projects — were 
confiscated by the FBI, which still 
has not returned any of the materi- 
als. Kurtz and Ferrell have already 
spent more than $150,000 in legal 
costs. They are currently accused of 
the charges of mail and wire fraud 
concerning the purchase and shar- 
ing of $256 worth of two harmless 
and legally obtained bacteria strains 
used in three of CAE's art installa- 
tions. Thanks to the USA PATRIOT 
Act, these charges carry the same 


maximum potential sentence as the 
bioterrorism charges — 20 years! These 
charges are ridiculous (scientists share 
bacteria this way all the time), and 
the Department of Justice is spending 
millions of dollars to convict citizens 
of crimes that neither state and local 
authorities nor ATCC, the bacteria 
supply company wants to pursue. 

So what types of information is 
CAE producing that would make it 
such a huge target for the Depart- 
ment of Justice? In the Marching 
Plague project, which includes a 
book of the same name that was 
released in 2006 by Autonomedia, 
CAE exposed the foolishness of the 
government's bioweapons research. 
CAE found that many of the bio- 
weapons being studied had already 
been deemed unusable because of 
their unpredictable and ineffec- 
tive deployment. CAE also point- 
ed out how few people have died 
from these supposed killer bio-bugs 
compared to the millions who die 
every year from common and pre- 
ventable ailments like dehydration, 
malaria, drug-resistant tuberculosis 
and AIDS. The project also includes 
a film of CAE re-enacting some of 
the government's more telling dud 
bioweapon experiments. But CAE is 
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not just about research; its website is a 
candy store of biotech history, theory, 
direct action and practical examples 
of past projects all rolled into one. It 
carries various descriptions of direct- 
action-esque projects dating back to 
1993, and CAE has spent the past sev- 
en years working on breaking down 
the mystical world of biotech 
into everyday language. 

In the book Molecular Inva- 
sion, CAE provides activists 
with a seven-point plan to 
stymie the biotech industry 
by building cultural resis- 
tance to harmful transgenic 
production: 

1. Demystify transgenic pro- It'S 
duction and products, 

2. Counteract public fear 
with information to create in- 
formed opposition, 

3. Promote critical- thinking, 

4. Undermine and attack 
utopian biotech rhetoric, 

5. Allow for nonspecialist 
intervention into transgenic 
research processes, 

6. Create public space 
where education exchanges 
occur, and 

7. Build respect for ama- 
teurism. 

CAE has included a lot of 
suggestions for how to ap- 
proach this plan, but one of 
its sexiest ideas is FBS — stand- 
ing on the ambiguous line 
between legal and illegal ac- 
tion. CAE suggests that activ- 
ists should avoid tactics like 
arson of test plots, because 
this fuels corporate and gov- 
ernment claims that activists 
are terrorists. Fire also kills 
non-target species. CAE dem- 
onstrates that, with a little 
help from your friendly lo- 
cal geneticist, it is possible to 
reverse engineer these new 


celebrities and spectacularizers leave 
this budding method alone. 

CAE's suggestions employ the 
military strategy of sabotage. First, 
you should use only the minimum 
amount of force necessary to achieve 
your objective. Second, focus your 
attack on the weakest link in the 



everywhere you want to 



'Free Range Grains 


given GMO and releasing this scourge 
on the test plots. CAE found that by 
mixing Roundup with pyridoxal 5- 
phosphate (a vitamin B6 derivative), 
spraying it on Roundup Ready plants 
and exposing the plants to sunlight, 
the plants could be killed. This vi- 
tamin B6 derivative does not harm 
any of the surrounding non-GE 
organisms. CAE developed this 
form of contestational biology 
to help organic and tradition- 
al farmers defend themselves 
from the predatory and terror- 
ist tactics of GM corporations 
like Monsanto. 

Another interesting CAE 
8 project is Free Range Grains. 
Participants brought in samples 
of food that CAE members tested 
using DNA extraction methods 
to expose food contaminated 
with GMOs. Though CAE 
could not say conclusively that 
a given food was genetically 
modified, they could test for 
conclusive negatives. CAE 
has made the entire step-by- 
step process for identifying 
GMOs accessible on its website. 

As an artist/scientist who has 
worked with chemical and bio- 
logical water monitoring equip- 
ment, I was interested to see 
how much a DNA extraction 
test kit would cost. After calling 
a number of medical suppliers, 
I determined that brand new 
equipment and supplies would 
cost an average of $5,800, 
B though I later checked eBay 
| and found some of the equip- 
ment for less. I predict that you 
2 could find everything for be- 
tween $1,000 and $1,500 — still 
a hefty price just to test your 
food, although activist com- 
munities could pool resources 
for equipment. 

Like the rest of us, CAE 


advances. 

The fuzzy saboteur helps create 
a chain of events that lead to the 
desired end result. The original act 
should be as legal as possible; also, 
unlike in civil disobedience, there 
is no physical confrontation with 
authority. Trespassing may not even 
be necessary, and you can tell the 
authorities to piss off if they com- 
plain. CAE requests that all activist 


system. Third, utilize precise target- 
ing of GMOs. Possible targets are 
GMO test and research sites, and pos- 
sible disrupters could be rats, moles, 
gophers, groundhogs, rabbits, mice 
or any other animals that do not 
have to obey property laws and are 
not susceptible to the toxins being 
tested (no suicide missions). A pos- 
sible tactic could be selecting pests 
that are immune to the effects of a 


marches on with a new focus on 
the war machine and the agents of 
repression. 

For more information, including 
how to help Steven Kurtz and Robert 
Ferrell, visit www.caedefensefund.org; 
www.critical-art.net. 

MGM is currently flashing a middle 
finger in the direction of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, the FBI and prosecut- 
ing attorney William Hochul. 


January -February 2007 Earth First! Page 23 





by MGM 

How does art fit into the radical environmental move- 
ment? Imagine our protests without the large sandhill 
cranes, running buffalo, corrupt politicians and bleeding- 
heart liberals providing essential visual images. Imagine 
the "cracking" of Glen Canyon Dam without the cen- 
tral image provided by the banner. During my tenure in 
the EF! movement, I have 
met many artists work- 
ing on different projects. 

Nights at the Round River 
Rendezvous are illumi- 
nated by fire performanc- 
es, while a Critical Mass 
loaded with art bikes is 
an accepted EF! tactic (see 
EF!J November-December 
2006). Considering this 
infusion of art in EF!, it 
is important not to lose 
our focus on the environ- 
mental impacts of some 
artforms. 

My life changed the 
first time I saw a com- 
rade spin poi fire. I spent 
hours watching the per- 
former whirl flaming 
balls with abandon. I 
thought, "That could be 
me," and I became an art 
addict. Needless to say, I MGM 

never found an audience unwilling to partake in my pol- 
lution art (PA). 

PA is a term for any artform that produces copious 
amounts of solid, air, water, light or noise pollution. Since 
entering the PA scene, I have met all sorts of polluters. 
They generally fall somewhere between the blissfully un- 
aware to the conscious polluter. What is the pollution lev- 
el of your artform? Here is an imperfect rating system: An 
artform gets a pollution point for each type of pollution 
it produces. Not all artforms create all types of pollution, 
and some create more than others. Here are a few types 
that I currently can’t live without. 

Fireworks 

Anarchists around the world celebrate our holidays with 
popping pollution producers that light up the night. On 


November 5, 1605, Guy Fawkes’ Parliament-pulverizing 
plan was postponed. That night is now celebrated as Guy 
Fawkes' Night by filling the sky with exploding fireworks. 

The October 1999 issue of New Tektiik magazine esti- 
mated that Sweden's millennium fireworks shows would 
dump three tons of lead and 60 tons of chromium-over 
the country within a matter of hours. Indeed, air pollution 
levels were measured before and after the fireworks dis- 
plays. After the shows, lev- 
els of airborne arsenic had 
doubled, while levels of 
mercury, cadmium, lead, 
copper, zinc and chromi- 
um were as much as 500 
times above normal. As- 
suming the same amount 
of fireworks were used in 
all European Union coun- 
tries, New Tekrtik estimat- 
ed that the celebrations 
shot 124 tons of lead into 
the air over Europe. In the 
US, millennium fireworks 
shows may have gener- 
ated 90 tons of airborne 
lead pollution. 

Grucci, a New York- 
based fireworks display 
company, made more 
than $2 million on Inde- 
pendence Day shows in 
1999. China is estimated 
demonstrates one form of pollution art. to have exported more 
than six million cases — or 120,000 tons — of fireworks 
to the US in 2005. Fireworks are big business, but en- 
vironmentalists are striking back. In June, San Diego 
Coastkeeper notified SeaWorld of its intent to sue due 
to lack of proper state pollution permits and successful- 
ly brought the "adventure park's" 2006 fireworks season 
to a halt. A SeaWorld spokesperson said that any new 
regulations that increased costs could permanently end 
fireworks displays. 

So what are the current alternatives? Rich companies 
may have the option to use compressed air and electronic 
detonators instead of black powder, producing greater ac- 
curacy in height and timing. Or you could just not sup- 
port this destructive industry at all. Fireworks get five 
pollution points. Take a lesson from Guy Fawkes: Save the 
explosives for a more fitting target. 
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Graffiti 

Cities should be visual orgies filled with graf, and I am 
interested in helping this become a reality. Unfortunately, 
a lot of spraypaint means a lot of empty cans with accom- 
panying parachuting paint particles. Originally developed 
by the military as a tool to dispense insecticide, aerosol 
systems were quickly adapted to other products, including 
spraypaint. 

There are many parts of a spraypaint can system. Pig- 
ments are used to provide color and opacity. Solvents are 
the nonaqueous liquids that carry the rest of the paint in- 
gredients. Hydrofluorocarbon propellants are gasses that 
force the paint out of the can by expanding rapidly when 
the valve is opened. Volatile organic compounds present 
in paint formulas contribute to air pollution. Spraypaint 
is packaged in tin-plated steel or aluminum cans. Even 
though it has massive environmental impacts, spraypaint 
continues to be a popular consumer commodity. 

Graf gets two pollution points. Some alternatives to 
cans may be to use high volume, low pressure spray guns 
or airless spraypainting systems, though the practicality 
of carrying these bulky systems on the run from cops or 
trainyard bulls is questionable. Some towns and recy- 
cling centers have a hazardous waste recycling day or area 
where everyone can bring their waste for safer disposal. I 
have seen an entire tractor-trailer full of unspent spray- 
paint cans that were destined for a local incinerator. The 
workers offered me as much free paint as I could carry. 


hydrogen peroxide and phenyl oxalate ester, as well 
as a fluorescent dye. When the barrier between these 
solutions is broken, light is produced. The fluorescent 
dyes are based on a very toxic chemical called anthracene, 
and the hydrogen peroxide is a powerful bleach. Glow 
sticks may contain other chemicals, including sodium 
carbonate, luminol, ammonium carbonate and copper 
sulfate pentahydrate. Much as manufacturers have created 
rechargeable ice packs and hand warmers, it seems that 
reusable glow sticks could be designed. Glow sticks get 
three pollution points. 

Art Cars 

Finally, I have a deadly fixation with art cars. Most art 
cars burn petrochemicals, and the extra weight and added 
wind resistance of the art decreases the car's gas mileage. 
In an effort to undermine the art car movement, I am call- 
ing for an art bike movement. I feel that this could over- 
lap with the lowrider bike movement and tall bike gangs, 
though I feel that some utility is lost with these bikes. I 
call for the destruction of car culture every time I ride my 
bicycle, though I get sidetracked whenever I see a mobile 
museum. Art cars get five pollution points for their blissful 
celebration of car culture — one of the most destructive of 
human habits. 

I like getting strung out on my fellow artists' work, from 
the pirate ship of Tasmania's Weld Valley to the recycled 
bikes of Tucson's BICAS. Yet we should strive to not drive 


further destruction with our art. As ecologically inclined 
Fire Spinning artists, we should not be blinded by our need to cre- 



Glow Sticks 

These are the bane of my existence. A part of me cannot 
justify creating so much waste for just a few hours of fun. 
Glow sticks are fueled by chemiluminescence, a chemical 
reaction that causes a release of energy. A common 
commercial light stick contains separate solutions of 


One of my personal pollution contributions is poi fire 
spinning. I love spinning fire as much as the next per- 
former, but I also know that one teaspoon of petroleum 
fuel can contaminate 100,000 gallons of drinking water. 

I take this to heart when I see burners spinning off excess 
fuel onto the ground, be it paved or not. Sometimes 
this is actually part of the show, even though 
not all of the fuel will burn off. Storm water 
carries this excess fuel directly into the Earth's JHHfe 
waterways. Pyro performances procure four 
pollution points. 

To make fire performing cleaner, we have to ' ’ 

break the fossil fuel addiction. Biodiesel burns 
longer than white gas and is non-toxic, renew- 
able and 100 percent biodegradable. Plus, 
biodiesel's carbon dioxide emissions are 
significantly less than any other fossil 
fuel's, thanks to its main ingredient: veg- 
etable oil. I encourage spinners to use a 
spin-off can made from an empty paint 
can with a rope attached. When combined 
with funnels, spin-off cans save fuel, con- 
serve our waterways and prevent that flam- 
ing fuel from flinging into the eager eyes of 
your audience. 


ate without also examining how we meet our 
creative needs. 

MGM wants to push all exploding 
fireworks back into their cases and 
is trying to perfect riding a bike 
and spinning fire at the 
same time. 
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ear as cut qlass & just as danqerous 


<Je 


wild. and. free 

for jamie mcguitin 

i have no children and i never will 

for i am a soldier and i have been killed 

and as my spirit now rises and my body lays still 

i'll tell you my story if listen you will 

though i am a soldier i carry no gun 
i've no use for flags and borders for i know all are one 
i fight not for rich men and the reasons that they give 
i fight so that all my relations might live 

my mother and father, they showed me and taught 
i should love and respect even when others do not 
i was raised up in the mountains near the head of the new 
these hills and that river, i learned from them too 

this morning my sweetheart and i walked around 
the forests and fields next to my parents' house 
we said someday we'll build here and we'll grow old and die 
and we would have had it been ours to decide 

but alas as it happens i've died on this road 
i was struck by a loggin truck hauling a load 
i'll return now to the water, the fire, the earth and wind 
reabsorbed by my creator as the deal's always been 

as go my friends and family i leave with you few things 
just stories for to tell and songs for to sing 
and this one wish i hold for y'all, this one and only plea 
wild and free may you always be 

— Willie 


Bear s Poem 

Them big, bad bears 
play defense 
like ya wouldn't believe. 
It's like a 
mystical vision... 

Raid 

then just disappear. 

Hit the garbage then run, 
call it hibernation. 

Big, bad grizz 
pops on the iPod, 
stash the stash, 
curl up and crash. 
Dream of chasin' down 
an elk or two... 
hear a diva wail 
keep an eye open 
keep free 
keep outta jail. 

Down at the 
rattlesnake cafe 
we leave espresso offerings 
to "Big Daddy.” 

That bear loves 
his Bukowski and 
shots in the dark... 
pull up a good book, 
fire up a blunt, 
it's winter... 
dream. 

— Stan Wilson 


Send poems to Warrior Poets Society, POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED TO THE AUTHORS 
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Dumpster Diving 

The grocery stores were all being picketed that day — 
a city-wide strike, 

Sunday, and the co-op was already closed — 
the store the strikers left alone hired 
its own picket 

to advertise it had locked its workers out 
refusing to be ignored. 

What do we do? 

All five of us and the little one hungry, 
coming back from the country. 

Placid shoppers wheel their loaded carts 
around the corner 
to waiting combustion engines, 
stare at five people half-buried 

in garbage, 

laughing with delight 

"Hey look at this!" 

"Here's some more!" 
from the colossal dumpster, ferrying 
crates and soiled boxes of food 
to the back of the van, 
matching four pairs of old shoes, 
digging out a pocket knife still sharp, 
some sort of great clamp, 
the little one looking on. 

No embarrassment. 

Then the washing party in the kitchen, 
scraping off the mold, 
the compost bucket filling 
with peelings, everyone helping. 

The mounds of food in bowls 
across the table, more 
than we could ever buy, 
a full pot of ginger root, 
a big pan of avocados nicely ripe, 
even two mangos, 
fingerling bananas, 
the vegetables to make our dinner, 
an exotic fruit for yuppies — 
we threw it out after cutting it open — 
it oozed white and no one knew 
what it was supposed to look like. 

Cooking the feast, 
planning the outrageous scams 
that could pay for our land 

in the mountains, 
laughing until tears came 
flipping watermelon seeds at each other 
from our scavenged dessert, 
getting quiet, tired, 
sobered by occasional flashes 
in our talk 
of the people and lives 

beyond these doors. 



Wreckage 

Nature is full 
Of dispirited clutter 
Wreckage of life broken into 
Humble, salty disarray: 
A million tiny black shells 
Empty and broken on an Atlantic morning beach 
Fur skeleton matted down to the hooves 
Along a hungry northern lake 
Vegetation rotting in stranded pools 
Where beetles and other wire-legged lives 

Come and go 

Doing the really big behind the scenes work 
Moving the ghastly, stinking wreckage 
To bright flowers and soaring feathers. 

The beetles have an inside joke 
As they go about their dogged business: 
The glowing fur is always present 
Even in the putrid coil of flesh gone sour 
Just as the sun does not stop burning 
Even in the darkest part of night. 

— fenny McBride 


— Rabinowitz 
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BY TROUBLE! 

Are you tired of those damned 
anti-oppression articles that keep 
crowding out stories about hardcore 
lockdowns and monkeywrenching in 
the Journal ? Bored by incessant ram- 
blings about "privilege," "gender," 
"race," "analysis" and so on? Me nei- 
ther! And that's why I want to discuss 
transgender awareness. 

Why does trans awareness mat- 
ter to Earth First!ers? I'll give you 
a hint: it's the same reason that 
awareness of race, gender, age and 
class (to name just a few axes of 
oppression) is important. Just as 
there are women and men, people 
of color and white people, old and 
young folks and people of all classes 
in EF!, there are trannies in EF! too! 
Some of us are invisible, and some 
of us are very out, but there's bound 
to be more of us on the way if y'all 
non-trans EF!ers put in the effort to 
be more trans-inclusive (and we're 
bound to disappear if ya don't!). 

So who are transgender people? Ac- 
cording to ftmguide.org, "The word 



Afro-Mexicana revolutionary 
from Michoacan 


'transgender' is an umbrella term that 
is often used to describe a wide range 
of identities and experiences, includ- 
ing: female-to-male (FtM) and male-to- 
female (MtF) transsexuals, cross-dress- 
ers, drag queens, drag kings, gender 
queers and many more.... [However,] 
because 'transgender’ is an umbrella 
term, it is often thought to... not ad- 
equately describe the particulars of 
specific identities and experiences. 
For example, the identity/experience 
of a post-operative FtM transsexual 
will probably be very different from 
that of a female-identified drag king 
who performs on weekends, but both 
are often lumped together under the 
term 'transgender.'" 

In other words, we're people whose 
gender expression and/or gender 
identity differs from conventional ex- 
pectations based on the physical sex 
we are born into; we're people born 
with penises who aren't men, with 
vaginas who aren't women and with 
intersex bodies who don't identify 
with their assigned gender. Transgen- 
der identities contradict the medical 
establishment's nasty habit of assign- 
ing one or the other binary gender 
at birth — and, in the case of intersex 
people (those bom with anatomy out- 
side of the binary) enforcing it with 
mutilating surgeries — that mirror the 
rest of Western society's equally vio- 
lent enforcement of the binary and its 
associated gender roles. 

Trans identity is rejected by main- 
stream culture because its existence 
calls into question the validity of rig- 
id gender roles, a main tenet of the 
medical industry and patriarchy as a 
whole. Largely due to both feelings 
of self-hatred and discomfort with 
one's identity and/or body, as well as 
harassment and external oppression, 
trans people are at an incredibly high 
risk for suicide attempts — some esti- 
mates are near 50 percent for pre-tran- 
sition trans youth and 20 percent for 
pre-transition trans adults. Suicide 


rates for transitioned transsexuals 
aren't estimated to differ much from 
those of the general population. 

There are innumerable transgender 
identities; what makes one a trans 
ally is respecting any and all of these 



Nzinga, king of Angola from 1624 to 
1653, ruled as an MtF cross-dresser. 


identities. Respect means doing your 
research, using a trans person's pre- 
ferred pronoun (if you can't figure 
out what it is, ask politely; if you slip 
up, quietly correct yourself), neither 
tokenizing nor marginalizing trans 
people and, most importantly, listen- 
ing. A person's trans identity might be 
a hugely relevant part of their life — 
they may really want to talk about 
it and be very out — but they might 
also not want to talk about it or be 
thought of as trans at all. 

That said, most of us don't want 
to be seen as nothing more than our 
identity — that's called tokenization. 
Like anyone, we want our identities 
acknowledged and celebrated as part 
of us — that's called validation. We 
don't identify as trans to be used in 
non-trans people's arguments against 
the existence of gender or to be point- 
ed at when you are insecure about 
your group's lack of diversity. 
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Violette Morris, who lived openly as an FtM 
cross dresser in the 1 920s 


It's also important to remember 
that while gender identity and sex- 
ual orientation can be related, they 
are also very different aspects of our 
identities. There are obviously many 
non-trans queer, gay and lesbian 
folks. Similarly, there are trans people 
who identify with every type of sexu- 
ality — straight, queer, whatever. 

But what, specifically, does this have 
to do with the radical environmental 
and animal rights movements? Some 
of y'all seem not to be aware of this, 
but calling yourself a radical does not 
mean anything if you're not willing 
to acknowledge, call out and deal 
with the dynamics that privilege cre- 
ates. Transphobia, heterosexism and 
other aspects of patriarchy are just as 
much a part of radical groups as of the 
mainstream; they're just expressed in 
different ways. 

Consider the level of validation one 
will receive for participating in ban- 
ner hangings, monkeywrenching, 
protests, riots, blockades, treesits, etc. 
Then consider the risk level of a trans 
person versus that of a non-trans per- 
son for harassment, assault, harsher 
convictions, mental-institution lock- 
up and rape if arrested. Of course it's 
awesome and empowering for trans 
people to be welcomed and accepted 
as participants in direct action. But 
what will make radical groups more 
inclusive places for trans people — and 
more effective overall — is if there is an 
equal emphasis on the importance of 
direct action, support work, legal work 
and outreach, and if people with less 
privilege are given priority in choos- 
ing what task they'd like to participate 
in. This allows us to participate in di- 
rect action if we want to. to avoid it if 


it's too risky and to put people 
who would traditionally be in 
more high-profile roles into 
lower-profile ones. 

Of course, much of what it 
takes to be inclusive isn't so 
much saying that a trans person 
could take a leadership role as it 
is showing this acceptance with 
attitude. Many a time in male- 
dominated groups, I've seen 
myself and other non-male-as- 
signed people turned to at an 
awkward time and offered a 
role in a more risky action — af- 
ter a man has already taken up 
a leadership role without the 
consent of the rest of the group. 

Again, that is tokenization. Be- 
ing inclusive means valuing 
and honoring everyone's skills 
and opinions, not deciding to 
include a trans person at the 
last minute by virtue of their 
identity or putting them in a 
media spotlight to make your 
group seem diverse. Inclusive- 
ness is when someone with more privi- 
lege steps down from a high-profile role 
to let others hold the banner. 

I've also heard many a radical ask, 
in so many words, how it's valid for 
MtF and FtM trans people's identities 
to rely upon hormones and surgeries 
that are creations of the medical and 
pharmaceutical industries. I posed 
this question to Alison Davison, an 
outspoken activist and member of 
the Tucson trans community. She im- 
mediately asked, by the same logic, 
how it’s valid for people with diabetes 
and cancer to use technologies of the 
same industry. What about those of us 
who suffer from "mental illness" and 
are reliant on psychiatric 
medication? And, besides, 
how many EFlers use cell 
phones and the Internet, 
or drive cars? Like anyone 
living within industrial 
civilization, trans people 
are just as victimized by 
the system as they are reli- 
ant on it for survival. 

We live in an incred- 
ibly transphobic culture, 
which — unlike many non- 
Western and indigenous 
societies — does not offer a 
societal position for trans 
people. Trans people do 


not revel in paying exorbitant costs — 
or lacking funds, having to engage in 
the black market and utilize sketchy 
hormones and medical services — just 
to feel comfortable in their own bod- 
ies. We do not appreciate being called 
crazy by our friends, families and the 
medical industry. 

"If we live in the world today, we 
have to compromise our ideals, and 
you have to be comfortable with your 
compromises," says Davison. This is 
not to say that if we all lived in some 
wonderfully gender-diverse society, 
trans people would not exist. Even 
if transphobia did not exist, "that 
would only address social identity. 
That doesn't change the fact of not 
feeling at home in your body." 

This article could stretch on to be 
as long as the experiences of every 
trans person ever, but really it’s just 
the basics. I barely covered intersex 
definitions and inclusiveness, which 
hopefully you’ll look up in the sug- 
gested readings. What's important is 
that you look up more information 
about trans identity, think about your 
own internalized transphobia, and 
take steps to make the groups you 
work and live in more trans-inclusive. 

trouble! is a PC fag who enjoys long 
walks on the beach, Indian food and roast- 
ing roadkill monarchists over the fire. 


Further Reading 

Intersex and Trans List of Demands 

www.geocities.com/gainesvilleavengers/ 

intersextransdemands.htm 

Trans Glossary 

www.ftmguide.org/terminology.html 
Trans History /Non-Western Transgender 
Transgender Warriors by Leslie Feinberg 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_sex 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category: Transgender_in_ 
non-westem_cultures 
Trans 101 

www.gendercrash.com/10 1 .shtml 
Gender Outlaw by Kate Bomstein 
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ALF Reconsiders Tiger Liberation 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) planned a daring 
raid to rescue a caged Siberian tiger from Switzerland's Cir- 
cus Royal. But after breaking into the tiger's enclosure on 
October 21, the clandestine activists had second thoughts. 
Determined not to leave empty-handed, the ALF freed a 
bunny, a guinea pig and numerous doves, and defaced cir- 
cus machinery and vehicles. 

The ALF communique maintains that it sent a clear 
message to the Circus Royal: The exploitation of animals, 
as performers or as pets, is not acceptable. 

When asked about the action, circus director Oliver 
Skrenig commented, "The pet rabbit was not even in the 
show; it belonged to our clown's six-year-old daughter." 

Lactating Against Coal 

A typical city and county commissioners' meeting in 
Gainsville, Florida, took a strange and theatrical twist 
when an anti-coal activist offered commissioners a glass 
of fake, mercury-laden breast milk. 

The meeting focused on a consulting firm's report, which 
stated that coal is the best source for the city and county's 
energy needs. The fee for this absurd report was $400,000. 
After more than two hours of this drivel, the activist got 
up to the podium as a representative of Partners for Safe 
Lactation. He spoke about the dangers of coal-based ener- 
gy production creating mercury, which can contaminate 
breast milk and poison infants. He then grabbed a clear 
plastic cup and proceeded to puncture a bag of soy milk 
concealed under his shirt, filling the cup. When the activ- 
ist asked commissioners if they would drink breast milk 
contaminated with mercury, they declined and called for 
security. Fortunately, the activist was able to escape. 

The episode was later aired on the public broadcast sta- 
tion. Commissioners reported that they had been threat- 


When asked to comment on this research, a participat- 
ing dolphin had only this to say: "So long, and thanks for 
all the fish." 

Barbados Faces Giant Snail Invasion 

No doubt inspired by neoliberal trade policies, thou- 
sands of giant African snails have migrated to Barbados in 
the past five years, overwhelming the small islandls lim- 
ited resources. These snails, which are about the size of 
a human hand, can feed on up to 500 different kinds of 
plants and can transmit meningitis through their mucous 
membranes. Government officials are responding to the 
swarms of crop-consuming snails by organizing volunteer 
pesticide-spraying brigades to root the snails out from 
their underground abodes. 

"We saw snails riding on each other's backs and mov- 
ing in clusters," said David Walrond, chairman of the lo- 
cal emergency response office. "You're just crunching the 
shells as you're walking through." 

Viral Fossil Brought Back to Life 

French geneticists, tired of toying with less-than-excit- 
ing viruses such as ebola, HIV, herpes and the flu, decided 
to spice up their labs by resurrecting a five-million-year-old 
human retrovirus in October. This virus, named Phoenix, 
is a predecessor to the human endogenous retroviruses 
(HERVs) that are still found in the human genome. The 
scientists, lead by Thierry Heidmann, recreated Phoenix 
by reversing millions of years of HERV mutations. 

Video game nerds may recognize this series of events 
as similar to the preface to Final Fantasy VII, in which 
researchers revive a sentient colony of deadly and highly 
infectious viral cells, mistaking them for a harmless an- 
cient lifeform. Be very afraid. 


ened with contaminated breast milk and called for 


additional security at future meetings. 

Major Breakthrough in Interspecies Kitsch 

Disney's Epcot Center in Florida has been sponsor- 
ing a campaign to break down interspecies language 
barriers by training dolphins to sing a portion 
of the Batman theme song. Researchers from 
the New College of Florida used a system of re- 
wards — usually extra feedings — to teach the dol- 
phins the correct pitches and inflections. Though 
it is obvious to us non-speciesists that other ani- 
mals are capable of producing music, psychology 
professor Gordon Bauer believes that "music is a 
human construct.... I doubt that it has pertinence 
to animals, although the elements of music, such 
as pitch, time, timbre, rhythm, etc. may be incor- 
porated into animal communication." 
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eConomie: 

One key to breaking the stranglehold of King Coal 
on southern Appalachia is to develop alternative 
economies. Many Appalachian citizens already survive 
through underground economies. Below are a few 
examples of some legal alternatives to the coal industry: 
the use of cemeteries to protect mountaintops, a wood 
worker's skills and a root digger's knowledge. We hope 
that these examples will spark some real dialogue about 

developing sustainable economies. 


Achers for Acres 

Appalachia's Freshest Underground Economy 


by MGM 

This past Memorial Day, I had the 
opportunity to visit one of the most 
well-known mountaintop removal 
(MTR) sites in the US and possibly 
the world: Kayford Mountain. On 
this mountain lives a stout fellow 
named Larry Gibson. It is impos- 
sible to miss Gibson because he's 
riled up about Big Coal’s destruc- 
tion of mountains. As a group of 
anti-MTR activists approached the 
gate of Massey's large mine, we were 
greeted by a slew of security guards. 
Gibson approached them, requested 
permission to visit a cemetery on 
the property and told the dastardly 
detail that our contingent contained 


some direct relatives of the deceased. 
After signing permission slips and 
writing "Stop MTR" on all the blank 
slips, our gang headed off. 

It was surreal marching with fel- 
low Appalachians over the once lush 
forests turned to desert-scapes. We all 
intended to hike the half mile to the 
cemetery hidden on the crest. But for 
our elder members, this option was 
deemed impossible because of a more 
than 45-degree slope. Fortunately, 
Massey security was bright enough to 
offer to drive the elders up the windy 
road, and we all met at the top. After 
hanging out, cursing coal companies 
and kicking some rocks down the 
slope in the direction of Massey secu- 
rity, our scouts found the cemetery. 


This cemetery was hardly some- 
thing I would recognize as such. Gib- 
son told us that years ago, mysterious 
forces (coal profiteers) had removed 
the headstones and piled dirt on the 
gravesites. The tears of pain and rage 
that filled the hearts of all the partici- 
pants were expressed in fiery speech- 
es. It was during this time that I came 
up with the idea of Achers for Acres. 

This cemetery didn't have to be a 
small one- or two-acre island on this 
mountain of destruction. What if it 
covered the entire mountain? If we 
took all the people who would be bur- 
ied in tightly packed cemeteries and 
spread them out so that each gravesite 
had one to two acres or more, then we 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
could protect entire mountains from 
surface mining, forever! Everyone 
knows how much coal companies like 
expansion. But who is going to pro- 
tect the land when the last member 
of the family can no longer make a 
stand. We say, send us your dead. The 
mountains of Appalachia are crying 
out for your aching bones. 

Here's the sales pitch: For a fair 
price, you can have a nice plot of one 
or more acres that will be protected 
from the coal company by your in- 
terment. For an additional charge, 
a native tree of your choice may be 
planted near your plot. Ease of trans- 
port to burial plots is increased by cre- 
mation. We will strive for purely green 
burials. Each grave will be marked 
on local maps, topographic maps, 
global positioning systems, nautical 
maps, star charts and Google Earth, 
assuring that your eternal investment 
will maintain many families' hillside 
homesteads. 

We devised a plan of action. First, 
we will go to the property tax asses- 
sors' office to get free maps and find 
names and addresses of local proper- 
ty owners with land adjoining exist- 
ing or potential mine sites. Next, 
we will approach these people 
and present them with the idea, 
accompanying cemetery laws 
and a long list of potential plot 
purchasers who contacted us 
through our email account. We 
will continue to facilitate the pro- 
cess until the landowner becomes 
confident enough to go solo. We 
will provide some oversight to 
make sure that landowners are 
abiding by the stated premises 
of the program. A local benefit 
of Achers for Acres includes set- 
ting up a local burial fund to help 
local families with high burial 
costs. The plot price will be set 
by the landowner or worked out 
between the two parties. 

Here are some matters that we 
have yet to work out. This pro- 
gram will protect the land from 
surface mining and not under- 
ground mining, so more research 
must be done to protect the land 
from all types of mining. We'll also 
need to maintain the land by paying 
property taxes for the long term. We 
will check into the zoning and other 


Mountaineer's Desire 

I have no passion to be deep 
Scented down in a black coffin, 

Silk lined and cushioned... 

But this flesh shall be burned 
To gray embers and strewn 
High up in the Mountains 
Among the hard faced silent rocks, 
Where time has gnawed 
Cracks ami crevices, 

Where stunted mountain trees 
Send roots deep down against 
The high wind's fury, 

And where Mountain people, silent, 
And solitary, like the rocks and trees, 
Pass by.... 

— Don West 


cemetery laws. We will apply to get 
Jane and John Does buried. We will 
look into how local people feel about 
non-locals being buried on their land. 
We will define cemetery maintenance 
and have caretakers living on-site. We 
will have plot buyers make written or 
oral statements that will be archived 
and made into part of a graveyard/ 
MTR tour, which brings me to my 
next point. 



Achers for Acres can join with tour- 
ism, a growing business in the Appa- 
lachian Mountains. I am not talking 
about the urban sprawl, strip mall, 
paved parking lots, cutting down 
trees, McDonald's, Starbucks, Dolly- 


Wood bullshit tourism. No, 1 am 
speaking of locally run and operated 
dark tourism (DT). 

DT is the generic term for travel 
associated with death, tragedy and 
disaster. There has been much study 
and discussion on the Dark Tourism 
Forum website, led by the University 
of Central Lancashire in the UK, and 
launched in September 2005. During 
our listening projects in Tennessee, 
I learned that respect for cemeter- 
ies and the dead are fairly prevalent 
themes among most Appalachian 
folks. A lot of people still go and vis- 
it their families' graves every week. 
Cemetery tours would only be half 
of the DT enterprise. By protecting 
land adjacent to existing minC sites, 
we will expose the destruction of the 
mountains to cemetery tourists. 

Some may ask how we could exploit 
grief, disaster and tragedy. To this I 
say: The coal companies are fucking 
it up, and we are protecting it. Come 
and see it for yourself. Achers for 
Acres is taking a stand for the moun- 
tains and halting the destructive 
drawl of the dragline. Worries will be 
dispelled by seeing the destruction 
of MTR and hearing from locals who 
have lived through it. Achers for 
Acres recognizes these mountains 
as sites of political unrest and 
propose cemetery tours as a tool 
for enhancing citizen involve- 
ment in grassroots movements. 
We hope that these sites and the 
people who care for them, living 
or deceased, can convey political 
values and attitudes favoring en- 
vironmental rights through civic 
participation. These mountain 
communities have been margin- 
alized for long enough. We seek 
to provide a culturally sustain- 
able economic alternative to coal 
mining and illegal underground 
economies. 

Achers for Acres gravesites will 
open up the land for continued 
use, such as vegetable gardens, 
permaculture plantings and wild 
crafting. I imagine families from 
all over the world coming to vis- 
it the mountain that their relatives 
protected with their burial. Together 
with our ancestors, we will protect 
the mountains of Appalachia. 

For more information, contact 
achersforacres@hotmail .com . 
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Randal's Fine Wood Not-Just-Boxes 


by Randal Hatfield 

I have worked with wood since I could drive nails. The 
lumber I use is all locally grown and harvested. I go to lo- 
cal clearcuts and search the slash 
piles for lumber to salvage. Pow- 
erline maintenance crews provide 
another source with their trim- 
ming of easements. By the work 
of my hands, many an old barn 
has found new life in the form of 
boxes or furniture. My selection 
of woods depends on what I have 
access to at the moment. I prefer 
wild cherry and walnut as quality 
lumber, though they are hard to 
come by. Other woods that I like 
to use are white oak, mulberry, 
poplar, ash, cedar, birch, mimosa 
and various fruit trees. Mimosa 
is an invasive species from Asia, 
so I am performing a service by 
removing it. „ 

My whole production pro- 
cess is DIY, reuses resources and 
creates minimal waste. I begin 
by drying the lumber for six 
to eight months after harvest. 

As the wood dries, it begins to 
decompose ever so slightly. It 
takes a lifetime of experience 
to learn the correct moment 
to work the wood before it de- 
composes too far. Once I made 
the boxes a tad too short for 


my liking and had to alter the design rather than throw 
out all the crafted parts. That is how some of my boxes 
ended up with dark stripes on their sides. For some of 
my earlier furniture, I carved the dowels by hand. I later 

figured out that attaching spent 
ammo shells to a drill press pro- 
duce the same product with less 
effort and more precision. 

Though I have made many 
boxes, I am still on the quest 
to make the perfect box. Being 
from the mountains of Tennes- 
see gives me a special connec- 
tion that I like to share with 
others through these boxes. 
I want everyone to know that 
these are more than boxes. 
They contain knowledge from 
my years of experience; they 
contain the sweat of my brow. I 
have spent endless hours pour- 
ing over every detail of each 
box. I look at the forests that 
surround my home and I see 
my future. When I hike through 
the woods, 1 trim a young sap- 
ling in the hope that one day it 
will become a beautiful tree. 

When you support me, you are 
giving hope to many locals that 
sustainable economies can and 
do exist in southern Appalachia. 

For more information, con- 
tact POB 54 Eagan, TN 37730; 
randalsfinewood@yahoo.com. 



The Friendly Forest Worker 


by Carol Judy 

I am a 57-year-old non-timber forest worker from north- 
east Tennessee. My work consists of digging roots, pulling 
moss and forest restoration. Some people would define 
my lifestyle as subsistence living, though I do not. 

I dig a lot of golden seal, black cohosh and sang (gin- 
seng). With sang, I usually break the stem over and hide 
it as my contribution to the continuing cycle of harvest- 
ing from the woods. Sometimes I dig sassafras for local 
women who make a tonic for their personal use. My 
elders taught me all about the roots, including where 
to find them, how to use them and where to sell them. 
I have dug some golden seal beds for ten years, while 
other beds have not survived because of clearcutting or 
mountaintop removal. 


Last year I sold dry golden seal for $30 a pound. In a 
local drugstore, I found dry, ground golden seal for $43 
an ounce — that's $640 a pound. If this product develop- 
ment happened locally, my community could sustain and 
maintain itself in a better way. I just want local folks to be 
able to provide for themselves without harming others' 
livelihoods. 

Unfortunately, modern forests are designed to produce 
for specialty markets instead of local holistic uses. When I 
look at the community and the mountains that surround 
it, I learn that we are both treated the same way. This 
is extremely scary to me because I know our consumer 
culture has limited information on the full costs to local 
communities with no context about long-term impacts on 
consumer health. 

For more information, contact tn_forestgranny@yahoo.com. 
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Community 

to Coal 





in Southwestern Virginia 


BY COLLEEN ELIZABETH 

I write this before departing in a 
canoe down the Clinch River, stand- 
ing on the bank with two stray cats 
nuzzling my legs incessantly. Two 
days ago, I walked along Little Stoney 


Falls, taking photographs and think- 
ing of July, when the waterfall pools 
were filled with Earth Firstlers. Still 
on my mind are the US Forest Service 
timber sale planned for just upstream 
and the recent conversations I've had 
with local folks about the coal-bum- 
ing power plant proposed for a spot 
downstream. 

Here in southwestern Virginia, 
Mountain Justice Summer (MJS) 2006 
found success in building ties and 
an organizing base. Many wonderful 
people were drawn to the area — some 
because of mountaintop removal 
(MTR) issues, others for the Round 
River Rendezvous and many for 
both. This flow of activists served to 


educate folks about local issues and to 
create connections across Appalachia 
and beyond. Overall, our energy was 
focused on meeting local folks and 
other activists, familiarizing ourselves 
with Virginia's mining laws and un- 
derstanding what is happening in 


this corner of the state. At times, the 
enormity of all the work laid before 
us was daunting, and trying to decide 
what our next step should be was 
frustrating. 

Unlike MJS 2005, where activists 
traveled throughout the region to- 
gether, this Summer folks generally 
stayed in one of the four MTR states 
(Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky 
and Tennessee). This tactic strength- 
ened community organizing efforts, 
which were much needed in south- 
western Virginia, where organization 
had been spotty despite the area's 
history of coal and resistance. With 
our focus on community organizing 
and gathering information, there has 


been limited opportunity for more 
glamorous actions. 

The Summer's shining star of direct 
action was, of course, the post-Rondy 
action at the Carbo power plant (see 
EF!J September-October 2006). Local- 
ly, support for the action was mixed: 
Some folks brought up the outsider/ 
insider issue, pointing to the limit- 
ed local involvement and the depar- 
ture of most blockade participants 
immediately after the action; oth- 
ers thanked us for doing something 
they don't have either the time or 
courage to do. Organizers in south- 
west Virginia have decided not to 
participate in direct action here un- 
less locals approach us and initiate 
it, and are working to build a stron- 
ger network of local resisters. 

At Wise County's sesquicenten- 
nial celebration, a local woman 
hand-delivered a letter opposing 
MTR to Governor Tim Kaine's aide, 
which Kaine mysteriously never 
received. MJSers also attempted to 
badger Kaine about West Virginia 
Governor Joe Manchin's recent 
speech on how coal liquidification 
will solve our oil woes, given at the 
National Governors' Conference. 
The roots we developed here in 
Wise County led to Mountain Links, 
a resource center, sprouting up in 
the town of Appalachia, Virginia, 
this Fall. Mountain Links works 
closely with the Southern Appala- 
chian Mountain Stewards, a small lo- 
cal citizens group that is outspoken 
about MTR, and serves as a gathering 
place and information base on min- 
ing issues and economic alternatives 
to coal. Mountain Links welcomes 
all members of the community and 
also offers a library, computers with 
Internet access, tutoring, workshops 
and bike repair. 

The few non-local activists win- 
tering here in Wise County see our- 
selves as support for local anti-MTR 
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^anxie ‘Tranced with the YOotld 


James Douglas "Jamie" McGuinn was born in 1983, in 
Boone, North Carolina. On October 5, he died in a no- 
fault head-on collision with a logging truck while riding 
his moped. 

Jamie loved hiking and camping, and had a passion for 
social justice issues. He was an environmental activist, work- 
ing with Earth First! as 
a treesitter and ground 
support person in the 
redwoods of northern 
California before join- 
ing up with the Moun- 
tain Justice Summer 
(MJS) campaign against 
Appalachian strip min- 
ing in 2005. 

When he talked with 
MJS activists about his 
experiences, he em- 
phasized that treesit- 
ters need to cultivate 
respect for ground sup- 
porters, to avoid an 
I'm-better-than-you at- 
titude. And he talked 
about how wonderful it 
is to live in trees: 

"One of the things 
about being in the 


upper canopy is it's a whole 'nother world. You can see 
the tops of the trees, instead of just the trunks. The trunks 
are cool, but the real expression of the trees is at the top. 

"I'll give an example. When I was in this tree called Ur- 
sus, a cedar in Oregon, I could sit up on the platform and 
look out and see the other trees in the grove. There were 
two Douglas firs, a couple hemlocks, some spruces — really 
diverse. The Doug firs were the sentinels, like guards of 
the forest, tall and stout and straight. And the hemlocks, 
they all had these tops bent over, and they were the more 
emotional, poet types. Cedars were really strong and stur- 
dy. They were the protectors of the forest; they watched 
out for everything. You don't see that from the ground. 
One thing that's really cool, sometimes when you'll get 
into these big trees, the wind will blow hard and start 
this kkkkk-kkkk noise, kind of like they're breaking, but 
they're not. It's just movement. And it almost does sound 
like they're talking to each other. You can hear that from 
the platform sometimes. 

"When you go up to the top, you can see the whole tree, 
the way the whole thing kind of goes swaying back and 
forth and dancing. We had this [redwood] tree in Califor- 
nia, named Lucille, and it wasn't tied into any other trees — 
the only rope on the tree was to climb on. So you could 
sit up there, and she was perfectly balanced, branches all 
over the place. We nicknamed her the Dancer. She would 
start dancing, swaying back and forth with the breeze, and 
it was the most gentle motion ever. It was amazing." 

Jamie is sorely missed by all. 



activists and as a bridge connecting 
folks outside the region with what is 
happening here in the coalfields. We 
are working on documenting mining 
activity and compiling information 
for Appalachian Voices' new website, 
which features a great National Me- 
morial for the Mountains. 

An important campaign here re- 
volves around the Dominion power 
company, which hopes to open a 
new power plant in Wise County, 
not far from the old Carbo plant that 
EFlers got to know last Summer. The 
proposed plant would burn waste 
coal, biomass and regularly mined 
coal, and it would be located on the 
Clinch River. As one of the most di- 
verse rivers in the US, the Clinch 


River is home to about 50 mussel 
species, which filter sediment and 
are important water quality indica- 
tors. Additionally, the Clinch River 
is now also the main water source 
for Wise County, since many other 
wells and streams have been pollut- 
ed by mining. 

The waste coal that would be burned 
at the plant comes from piles that 
have accumulated at coal processing 
facilities and cannot be processed at 
regular power plants. Because this coal 
is low-energy, about 60 percent more 
waste coal has to be burned in order 
to produce the same amount of en- 
ergy as regular coal. This in turn cre- 
ates more pollution and more waste, 
in the form of ash. 


Dominion and the coal companies are 
keeping us quite busy here in Virginia, 
but we've got a lot of support from our 
friends here at Appalshop, Appalachian 
Voices, the Clinch Coalition and the 
many groups that make up the biore- 
gional Mountain Justice campaign, but 
we can always use more help, especially 
with spreading the word! 

For more information, contact info@ 
mountainlinksappalachia.org; www. 
mountainlinksappalachia.org; www. 
ilovemountains.org. 

If she's not baking vegan spelt biscuits 
and counting the overloaded coal trucks 
driving by her house, you can find colleen 
elizabeth in nearby woods with her ca- 
nine sidekick, exploring the many kinds 
of ferns that grow there. 
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A Day of Tears 

and Laught 

Brad Will Mourned and 
Celebrated at Memorial Service 


by John Tarleton 

On November 11, 200 friends of 
Brad Will sang, cried, shared stories, 
marched through New York City's 
Lower East Side and stormed a pad- 
locked community center as they re- 
membered the longtime activist and 
independent journalist who was mur- 
dered by Mexican paramilitaries on 
October 27. 

The Service 

The day's events began at a packed 
St. Mark's Church, where a three-hour 
memorial service was held, featuring 
music, poetry, homemade video from 
Brad's travels, readings from his writ- 
ings and a slideshow of his life set to 
music by folk singer Stephanie Rogers. 
A giant banner of Brad holding a small 
child in his arms hung behind the al- 
tar. Below, a vivid, life-sized cardboard 
cutout of Brad holding a video camera 
was mounted atop his old bicycle. 

"We're here acknowledging the life 
of a prophet and a saint," said Frank 
Morales, an associate pastor at St. 
Mark's and a veteran Lower East Side 
activist. "Over the years, I saw him go 
from being a very heart-on-his-sleeve 
kind of guy to someone who was very 
centered and wise beyond his years." 

The slideshow, which featured scores 
of family photos, left many in tears 
as it showed Brad's life unfold from 
a playful little boy growing up in an 
affluent Chicago suburb to a playful, 
easygoing adult who refused to turn 
his eyes away from injustice and op- 
pression anywhere in the world. 

"You gave names and faces to the big 
body counts," said his close friend Dyan 


Neary, who traveled with him through- 
out South America in recent years. 

Brad, 36, was killed by paramilitaries 
while he was filming protests against 
the much-despised governor of the 
southern Mexican state of Oaxaca. 

Throughout the ceremony, friends 
wove together the various strands of 
his adult life — from studying with Al- 
len Ginsberg at the Jack Kerouac School 
of Disembodied Poetics in Boulder, 
Colorado, to his frontline activism in 



the old-growth forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, from the squats and com- 
munity gardens of the Lower East Side 
to his work with Indymedia. 

Tears turned to laughter when 
video footage was shown in which 
Brad (who could clean out anyone's 
refrigerator) stood on the side of a 
highway trying to compose a haiku 
to hold aloft for passing motorists, 
before finally giving up and trying to 



board, which somehow came out as 
"84 Eat." 

The final reading of the ceremony 
was done by Andy Stern, who nar- 
rated Brad's last dispatch from Oax- 
aca, in which he describes spending 
the night with the friends and family 
of a local activist who was shot dead 
by local paramilitaries while stand- 
ing guard at a barricade. "One more 
death — one more martyr in a dirty 
war," Andy read aloud. "One more 
time to cry and hurt — one more time 
to know power and its ugly head — one 
more bullet cracks the night — one 
more night at the barricades — some 
keep the fires — others curl up and 
sleep — but all of them are with him as 
he rests one last night at his watch." 

The Hungry March Band led the 
crowd out of the church and into the 
cobblestone front courtyard, where 
people were able to nourish them- 
selves from a heaping table full of 
dumpster scores. 

The Procession 

A raucous funeral procession en- 
sued as the crowd followed the Hun- 
gry March Band on a winding tour 
of the Lower East Side. Confused on- 
lookers watched as the crowd roared 
by, chanting "Brad Will, Presentel" A 
single cop car with flashing lights fol- 
lowed behind. 

The procession passed the former 
site of a squat on East Fifth Street, 
which was demolished in February 
1997, despite Brad's dramatic rooftop 
standoff against a city wrecking ball. 
The crowd also visited the former 
site of Esperanza Garden on Seventh 
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One of Brad's memorials in Oaxaca 


Street, where Brad and others fought 
to stave off city bulldozers intent on 
clearing the land for developers. 

Departing from Esperanza, the pro- 
cession made its way up Avenue C 
and turned left on East Ninth Street. 
When the crowd arrived at the for- 
mer CHARAS Community Center at 
635 E Ninth St, a cheer went up. Sud- 
denly the padlocked front gate burst 
open, and people poured into the 
front courtyard. The giant, five-story 
school building was abandoned by 
the city in the 1960s and reclaimed 
by Puerto Rican community activ- 
ists in 1978. Over the next 20 years, 
it became a vibrant center for arts 
and activism on the Lower East Side, 
until Mayor Rudy Giuliani had it 
auctioned off — despite heated pro- 
tests — to a real-estate developer who 


is still embroiled in legal disputes 
with his neighbors. 

Dozens of marchers entered the build- 
ing, exploring the gutted first floor and 
tagging the walls with graffiti honoring 
Brad. Several people ventured up a dank, 
darkened stairwell by the light of their 
cell phones, hoping to hang a banner 
from the front of the building. Unable 
to pry open any of the front windows, 
the protesters finally scampered back 
down the stairs and out into the fresh 
night air. 

The procession finally ended at La Pla- 
za Cultural Armando Perez at the comer 
of Ninth Street and Avenue C, where 
Brad's friends planted flower bulbs in 
his memory and gathered in a circle to 
share more stories. 

John Tarleton is a reporter and editor for 
nyc.indymedia.org and The Indypendent. 


Memories of B 



by Gumby Cascadia 

I met Brad in 1998, at the Pall Creek treesit. A bunch of us had 
decided to defend a rare stand of low-elevation old-growth for- 
est just southeast of Eugene, Oregon. 

The first treesit was named Happy, 
and my friend Jeff "Free” Luers was 
the first treesitter there. The second 
treesit to go up was Comfrey, a heli- 
copter cargo net dangling 200 feet up 
in the canopy of the giant Douglas firs 
and hemlocks. B was the next semi- 
permanent resident, nestled into that 
big hammock in the sky. 

The first time I'd ever climbed 
into an actual sit — I'd climbed trees 
out there before any treesits were in- 
stalled — it took me 45 huffing-puff- 
ing minutes to get up there. When 
I reached the net, a furry, bespec- 
tacled face reached over the edge to 
haul me in. 

"I'm B. Welcome to Comfrey." 

"You mean 'Bee' as in Bumble?” 

"Nope, just B." 

I climbed in and took in my sur- 
roundings. The forest canopy was like 
twilight all day, with rare specks of 
sunshine filtering through the thick 
evergreen needles. A gray jay perched 
two feet away on the edge of the net 
and squawked for a meal. 

"They're the thieves of this forest. Gotta keep your food 
sealed up tight," B told me. He gave me the Treesitting 


101 intensive: how to connect your safety line, how to 
use the shit bucket without unhooking your safety, and 
how to transfer food and cargo on the pulley lines to 
the other sits. His energy was frenetic and determined; 

he kept ambling around the net and 
small "bathroom" platform, adjust- 
ing lines and securing supplies with 
near-manic intensity. He was rail 
thin, one of those skinny, energetic 
people who eat all day to maintain a 
metabolism that resents such things 
quiet and sleep. 

He offered to teach me how to 
venture out on the rope walkways 
connecting the sits, but 1 declined, 
sure if I was ready to dangle 
on ropes without even the illusory 
safety of a solid tree to make me feel 
a sense of structure in that green- 
tinged void. I remember accept- 
ing a peanut butter sandwich from 
his grungy, tree-sap-covered hands 
while he told me he'd come from 
New York City, where he'd been 
working with Steal This Radio on 
| the Lower East Side. 

I And now, those of us who knew B 
& in that context are scattered to the 
winds. I plan to go out to Fall Creek 
and sit under Comfrey and Grover, 
on the ground where my mother's 
ashes are scattered, and do my remembering there. 

Gumby Cascadia is a longtime crisis intervention and 
movement triage specialist. 
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Uprising 

m Oaxaca 


by Jonathan 

On May 22, in the southern Mexi- 
can state of Oaxaca, Chapter 22 of the 
National Education Workers' Union 
(SNTE) went on strike. Its 17 principal 
demands included salary raises, free 
breakfasts and school uniforms for 
students, and repairs to school build- 
ings. But due to the embezzlement of 
more than $9 billion from the state 
over the last eight years, education 
funds are low. The teachers set up a 
permanent protest camp in Oaxaca 
City, the state's capital, and blanketed 
the city with more than 2,000 barri- 
cades. Dialogue was closed after cur- 
rent governor Ulises Ruiz Ortiz (URO) 
refused to offer a viable solution. 

At 5 a.m. on June 14, 3,000 state po- 
lice officers entered the Oaxaca City zo- 
calo (main plaza), where the teachers’ 
protest camp was located, in a violent 
attempt to drive the protesters out. But 
by 10 a.m., the teachers regained con- 
trol of this politically important down- 
town space with considerable help from 
indigenous groups and others standing 
in solidarity with SNTE 22. 

The Oaxacan People's Popular As- 
sembly (APPO) was formed on June 21, 
in reaction to the violence of June 14. 
The APPO consists of 350 social organi- 
zations, of which the SNTE 22 is one, 
and is run by participatory assembly. 
Assembly representation was initially 
offered only to groups with ten or more 
official members, but now membership 
is open to all and includes large num- 
bers of less formally organized neigh- 
borhood residents and activists. 

The APPO's principal demand is 
the exit of URO from the office he at- 
tained through clear electoral fraud. 
After failing to push URO out through 
legal means, APPO brigades took over 
the entire state government structure 
and commandeered 12 of the 13 com- 
mercial radio stations in Oaxaca City, 


as well as the local university radio 
station. 

Dialogue held with the secretary of 
the interior went nowhere. The fed- 
eral legislature refused to remove the 
governor from office, and URO made 
it clear that he would not leave, claim- 
ing that he is the legitimate governor 
of the state. 

On October 29, more than 3,800 Fed- 
eral Preventative Police (PFP) officers 
stormed the city, took the zocalo and 
dismantled all but the most combative 
APPO barricades. On November 2, the 
PFP tried to take the university cam- 
pus, home to Radio Universidad, the 
sole remaining APPO-operated radio 
station, but were repelled by protesters 
after an eight-hour street battle. 

Enrique Rueda, the head of SNTE 
22, continued to negotiate with the 
government and betrayed the move- 
ment by declaring that the teachers 
would return to classes. Although 
some schools have resumed session, 
the majority of the teachers remain 
on strike, swearing that they'll only 
enter the classrooms after URO has 
stepped down. 

Government repression is high 
with daily arrests, disappearances and 
shootings by government-contracted 
paramilitaries, many of whom are 
policemen in civilian clothing. As of 
press time, at least 18 people have 
been murdered by paramilitaries and 
countless other disappeared persons 
are feared dead. 

Despite this, the APPO remains res- 
olute in its struggle and on Novem- 
ber 10-12 held its first constitutional 
congress to formalize membership 
and assembly protocols. The congress 
finished with a number of issues un- 
resolved, most importantly the split 
between APPO members who want to 
ally with the Party of the Democratic 
Revolution, the more liberal Mexican 
political party, and those who want 



to eschew party politics altogether 
in favor of a more direct democratic 
structure. 

It is no surprise that something like 
the APPO would have such success in 
Oaxaca — 70 percent of the state's pop- 
ulation is indigenous, and 407 of the 
572 state municipalities are governed 
by the "use and customs" laws, under 
which communities elect representa- 
tive governments in a yearly assem- 
bly that political parties are denied 
access to. Although use and customs 
laws are unique to Oaxaca, there have 
been People's Popular Assemblies cre- 
ated in several other states, and the 
federal government worries that if the 
APPO succeeds in ousting URO, presi- 
dent-elect Felipe Calderon, who also 
gained office through electoral fraud, 
will be the subject of a similar popular 
movement. 

For more information, visit www. 
indybay.org; www.narconews.com; 
www.democracynow.org; nyc. indy- 
media. org; www.counterpunch.org. 
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blast from the past 

Brigid 1997 Earth First! Journal 

First Minnesota Logging 

Blockade Nets Victory 


by Wild Willy 

On December 9, 1996, at about 4:30 a.m., a group of seven 
wet-behind-the-ears forest defenders met on US Forest Ser- 
vice (USFS) Road 200 in northern Minnesota, just a few miles 
from the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. They 
called themselves Earth First! Big Woods. Sure, some of these 
folks had been involved in anti-war or 
anti-nuke protests, and some of them 
had even been arrested for their ac- 
tions. But none of them had ever done 
what they were going to do that cold 
morning: stop loggers from cutting 
one of the last old white pine stands 
left in Superior National Forest. 

The would-be treehuggers decided 
to make their stand near the bot- 
tom of a steep hill, at a narrow point 
in the road where a stream washed 
away any hopes of driving around 
the blockade. By about 6 a.m., a fire 
in the middle of the road was sport- 
ing healthy five-foot flames, and they 
knew that at any moment loggers 
would be coming over the hill. 

The USFS named the sale Little Al- 
phie. There was much internal argu- 
ment at the agency about the sale of 
this area. The protesters had acquired 
internal USFS paperwork that said 
that the sale "is a compromise between wildlife and silva- 
culture vs. timber-driven targets." The activists also had a 
copy of another document marked "Do Not File in Pub- 
lic File" that said, "We are very concerned about National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation and the 
silvacultural soundness of the decision." 

Armed with the dirty USFS documents and cardboard 
signs, the protesters waited for the work crew. At around 
6:30 a.m., the waiting was over. The lead truck containing 
the logger and his spouse came to a halt just feet from 
the bonfire. Behind him was a semi trailer with a feller- 
buncher on it. Directly behind that came a van with five 
more protesters and a video camera. 

The standoff began, them in their trucks and the activ- 
ists around the fire, holding signs lit only by the logger's 
headlights. After about an hour, Smokey the Bear joined 
the activists at the fire and told them, "I used to do public 


relations work for the USFS, but this had gone way too far." 
Smokey told the activists that if they helped him, he would 
show them just how much he cared about the forests. So, 
with the help of a diversion and a lot of luck (the truck driver 
needed to relieve himself), Smokey chained himself to the 
front bumper of the running semi trailer hauling (as Smokey 
called it) the raper-butcher. 

It is probably safe to say that if the 
video camera had not been there, we 
might be talking about the late Smokey 
the Bear. The truck driver, upon realiz- 
ing his own bad sense of timing, got 
very angry. He wrapped the loose end 
of a chain around the bear's neck. The 
logger went for some kind of tool on an 
axe handle and threatened to use it to 
get "that damned thing off my truck." 

After three hours and more traffic 
than USFS Road 200 had seen in the last 
week, the lead ranger negotiated with 
Smokey the Bear to unlock. She prom- 
I ised him (in writing) that she would 
J order the logger to turn his equipment 
| around and not return that day. 

4 Smokey unchained herself, but 
•| some of the protesters, out of a basic 
s sense of mistrust, refused to leave the 
road to let the beast turn around. It 
took the logger about an hour to back 
his truck up the hill. At one point, he 
had to unload the feller-buncher and use it to pull the 
semi up the hill. 

The protesters had done what they didn't think was pos- 
sible — stood between the logger and the trees, and won. 

The blockade was held for a total of 12 days and got awe- 
some newspaper coverage. The "no compromise" stance 
not only resulted in the education of people all over Min- 
nesota about national forests and their plight, but also cre- 
ated a platform for other organizations to use legal means 
to stop this dastardly cut. 

The headlines went from "12 activists block forest road 
to prevent logging of old pines” to "US suspends sale of 
trees in National Forest" in ten days.... 

For the rest of the EF! Big Woods story, check out the Brigid 
1997 issue of the Earth First! Journal. Back issues of the EF! 
Journal are available for $5 each. Order our near-complete, 
27-year set for $5 00. 
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EXPERIENCES OF SUPPORT WORK 


by Activist Trauma Support 

In mainstream society, well-being is connected with 
saunas and mudpacks, so we have tried to give it a dif- 
ferent connotation in activist circles. Personal well-being 
is about us. It's about how we deal with the stress of or- 
ganizing, juggling multiple responsibilities, maintaining 
our physical health, taking breaks, not becoming sleep de- 
prived, avoiding burnout and developing sustainable ac- 
tivism. It involves dealing with fear and trauma caused by 
police confrontations, learning to stay calm when there's 
a lot of pressure, knowing your own limits and treating 
yourself well. We like taking care of each other, taking 
care of ourselves and continuing our resistance. 

Activist Trauma Support started in 2005, in re- 
sponse to demonstrators' traumatic experiences 
during the Group of Eight (G8) protests in 
Scotland. A group of people with diverse 
professional backgrounds organized 
trauma support into three parts: first, 
education, including workshops, 
printed material, a webpage 
and talks; second, emotional 
first aid, offering recovery 
spaces with trained listeners 
(including counselors and 
psychologists), massages, cups 
of tea, a 24-hour phone help line, 
a safe space for emergencies and facilitated 
group debriefings; and third, long-term support, 
offering phone and email support, personal meet- 
ings and a public database with contacts. 

During the G8, we learned three main lessons: First, 
when offering trauma support, you may be the nearest 
available emotional support, and there is no limit to the 
issues that may come up. Second, there is a need to work 
on burnout. Third, we need a paradigm shift toward more 
awareness of and respect for emotions. Activist Trauma Sup- 
port incorporated these lessons into subsequent campaigns. 

Wellness at Gatherings 

In September 2006, people gathered at the 10-day Camp 
for Climate Action near Leeds, England, to take direct ac- 
tion against Drax coal-fired power station, as well as dis- 
cuss and live positive alternatives to climate chaos (see 
EF!J November-December 2006). The Well-being Space 
provided a calm area that was away from the camp cen- 
ter but not too isolated. A big sign at the entrance said: 
"Come in to have a break, de-stress, relax, have a cup of 


tea, talk to somebody, recover, book a massage or book a 
counselor." The space was open from 11 a.m. to midnight 
but was staffed at all times for emergencies. Two people 
at a time took daily shifts of three hours each; in total, 15 
people ran the space. During our 60- to 90-minute daily 
group meetings, we had a debriefing, discussion, group 
bonding and updates. People who used the space included 
key organizers, the sleep deprived, the traumatized, and 
those needing to talk or get massage work. 

A debriefing was held for the kids' bloc — maybe the 
first kids' debriefing after a kids' bloc action ever. We 
realized the importance of approaching groups to of- 
fer a post-action debriefing or to supply guidelines. Ev- 
eryone got an overall action picture as personal roles 
were shared during go-arounds. People's thoughts and 
feelings provided an awareness of others' emotional 
states. Talking about trauma is an important recov- 
ery step towards a paradigm shift. People 
with mental health issues also felt that 
it was safe for them to come to this 
action camp. The support space 
was used by those who had 
difficulty coping or had just 
stopped their medication. 
Our team was diverse, al- 
lowing us to help with differ- 
ent issues. Our age range was from 
20 to 50 and included psychologists, 
counselors, activists who had been 
trained in emotional support, body 
workers and social workers. 

Thinking about the emotional conse- 
quences our activism has on us has been 
a taboo topic for too long. To breach this 
subject, we offered a workshop on burnout 
and sustainable activism, and another on activist trauma 
and recovery. 

Avoiding Burnout 

Some activists work far beyond their boundaries, para- 
lyzing themselves for months afterwards. But to others, 
taking a break can be regarded as a betrayal. During the 
Climate Camp, this attitude was questioned and started 
to change. People with a lot of responsibilities would lay 
down for a while, get a massage or just take time for them- 
selves. As an organizer, it is hard to take a break and feel 
confident that things will happen without you and that 
the world will keep turning. Maintaining your own well- 
being enables you to work more productively. Massages 
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Reactions to post-traumatic stress occur in three different 
areas. You might experience some or all of these signs: 

1. Re-experiencing the traumatic event, including night- 
mares, flashbacks, intrusive memories and the feeling of 
not being able to release the experience; 

2. Avoidartce/suppression/emotional numbing, includ- 
ing loss of memory, self-medication (alcohol/drugs), self- 
isolation, social withdrawal and avoidance of anything 
that reminds you of the experience; 

3. Increased agitation, including sleeplessness, irrita- 
tion, emotional outbreaks, panic attacks, fearfulness, hy- 
per-vigilance and difficulty concentrating and performing 
normal tasks. 

These are common reactions to extreme experiences. A 
lot of people have gone through this and gotten over it. 

There are two essential components of recovery: 

1. Stay at a safe, calm place for some time with caring 
people whom you trust. 

2. Work through the experience. Find words for what 
happened and tell a friend, write it down or express it an- 
other way. 

Seventy percent of activists' symptoms fade out after 
four to six weeks. If symptoms continue, this condition 
is called Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and is so 
serious that professional help is needed. There is a pos- 
sibility that PTSD can appear months to years after the 
experience (delayed PTSD). PTSD is a processing dysfunc- 
tion, meaning that the system blocks or does not process 
the experience. 


Burnout happens slowly over a long period of time. It 
can be expressed physically and/or mentally. Symptoms of 
burnout can include: 

•A creeping feeling that activism is taking over your life, 
•Difficulty in making decisions, 

•Inability to stay focused, 

•Insomnia, difficulty in sleeping or getting enough sleep, 
•A growing tendency to think negatively, 

•Pervasive feelings of hopelessness, 

•A loss of energy and sense of purpose, 

•A loss of pleasure in food, friends or other activities 
that were once exciting and interesting — a general 
sense of running on empty, and 
•Temper tantrums over trivial matters, not wanting 
to get out of bed in the morning or becoming acci- 
dent prone. 

Physical indications of burnout include muscle tension, 
restriction of blood flow to the tissues and increased adren- 
aline buildup, possibly leading to headache, backache and 
exhaustion. 

Some strategies for dealing with burnout include: 

•Take some time off, 

•Take time to reconnect with yourself and enjoy life; 
•Learn to live with imperfection, 

•Share work and responsibility, and 

•Take regular breaks for sleep, food, exercise and hugs. 











Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political 
prisoners and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent 
to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary 
donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations 
are. Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. 
When prisoners are awaiting trial, it is best not to discuss their cases or 
related topics with them. Although many prisoners are listed together, 
they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted 
subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Madeline Buckler, PR7492, HMP 
Morton Hall, Swinderby, Lincoln, LN6 
9PT, UK. Serving two years for sending 
hate mail to a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. She has been moved to the 
above address. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Vic- 
torville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, 
CA 92301, USA. Serving four years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC). For more information, 
visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN 4593, HMP 
Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire, MK4 4DA, UK. Sen- 
tenced to 12 years on December 7, for 
arson against companies linked with 
the vivisection industry. 

•Darius Fulmer, #26397-050, FCI Fort 
Dix, POB 2000, Fort Dix, NJ 08640, USA. 
Serving one year for a conspiracy charge 
stemming from his work with SHAC. For 
more information, visit www.shac7.com. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.3 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit www. 
supportlauren.com. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FDC 
Sheridan, POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for con- 
spiracy charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more information, visit 
www. joshharper.org. 

•Joseph Harris, TN5728, HMP Lewes, 
Brighton Rd, East Sussex, BN 7 1EA, 
UK. Serving three years for damaging 
the property of people associated with 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). He has 
been moved to the above address. 

•Jeff Hogg was released on November 
15, after serving six months for refusing 
to testify before a grand jury investigat- 
ing the Earth Liberation Front (ELF). 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, FCI 
Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 


55072, USA. Serving six years for con- 
spiracy charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportkevin.com. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffordshire, 
ST21 6LQ, UK. Serving four years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of 
guinea pigs for vivisection. She has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, FCI 
Butner Medium II, POB 1500, Butner, 
NC 27509, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.andystepanian.com. 

•Daniel Wadham was released under 
electronic surveillance on November 
17, after serving one year for using 
abusive words and behavior toward a 
fox hunter. 

•Nadia Winstead was found in con- 
tempt of court on November 17, for 
refusing to testify about SHAC before a 
grand jury. She is free on bail pending 
her appeal. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Fadalla Idris Alajaimy, Mohamed 
Ahmed Alajaimy and Ali Mohamed 
Alhassen Massad are awaiting trial 
for "waging war against the state" — a 
capital crime — for allegedly organiz- 
ing against the construction of a dam. 
Their current addresses are unknown. 
For more information, contact the 
Sudan Organization Against Torture, 
Argo House, Kilburn Park Rd, London 
NW6 5LF, UK; info@soatsudan.org; 
www.soatsudan.org. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Center, 
4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC, V8Z 
5B2, Canada. Appealing extradition to 
the US to stand trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arsons of logging trucks 
and vehicles owned by a sand and grav- 
el company. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 


•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to destroy 
the US Forestry Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone tow- 
ers and power plants. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Manase Furima and Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemasyarakatan Manokwari, J1 
Sabang No 4, Manokwari, Papua, Indo- 
nesia. Awaiting trial for taking part in a 
road blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•The "Lecce 5" are awaiting trial in 
Italy, accused of damaging gas pumps in 
opposition to the war on Iraq, targeting 
Benetton in support of the Mapuche 
and damaging a bank with links to an 
immigrant-detention facility. All of the 
defendants are now under house arrest. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 
12 years for conspiracy to blackmail a 
supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Natasha Avery, NR 8987, UKDS HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Serving 16 
months for using abusive words and be- 
havior toward a fox hunter. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Rye 
Hill, Onley, Warwickshire, CV23 8AN, 
UK. Serving 10 years for attacking the 
managing director of HLS, liberating 600 
guinea pigs and planting incendiary de- 
vices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Rodney Coronado, #03895-000, FCI 
Tucson, 8901 S Wilmot Rd, Tucson, AZ 
85706, USA. Serving eight months for 
his role in an EF! sabotage of a moun- 
tain lion hunt. Coronado is also await- 
ing trial for allegedly telling people how 
to construct an incendiary device dur- 
ing a speech at an animal rights gather- 
ing. For more information, visit www. 
supportrod.org. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, FCI 
Safford, POB 9000, Safford, AZ 85548, 
USA. Serving 2.5 years for an Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) arson of an ani- 
mal-testing facility. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportjosh.org. 

•Garfield Marcus Gabbard, TV4271, 
HMP Moorland (Closed), Bawtry Rd, 
Hatfield Woodhouse, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire, DN7 6BW, UK. Serving 21 
months for threatening to kick a security 
guard during an anti-vivisection protest. 
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•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, ME1 
3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for conspira- 
cy to damage vehicles owned by people 
linked to HLS. 

•Peter Daniel Young, #10269-111, FCI 
Victorville Medium II, POB 5700, Adel- 
anto, CA 92301, USA. Serving two years 
for releasing mink and foxes from six 
different fur farms, and awaiting trial for 
alleged involvement in a 1997 mink lib- 
eration in South Dakota. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportpeter.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility power lines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently, as 
well as some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Irunez, 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging machin- 
ery at the Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at an SUV dealer- 
ship and for attempted arson of an 
oil truck. For more information, visit 
www. f reef reenow. org . 

•Christopher McIntosh, #30512-013, 
USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruceton 
Mills, WV 26525, USA. Serving eight 
years for a joint ALF/ELF arson of a Mc- 
Donald's. For more information, visit 
www.supportchris.org. 

•John Wade,- #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 
against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 
nearly nine years for violating her pa- 
role by dumping a cup of red paint over 
the security apparatus of a federal court 
and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to officials with bullets inside, robbing 
a bank and burning the money. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed for 


a variety of direct actions. Except for Gioia, 
all the defendants listed below are awaiting 
trial for allegedly using explosives to dam- 
age an electricity pylon. Four other II Silves- 
tre members — Giuseppe Bonamici, William 
Frediani, Leonardo Landi and Alessio Peron- 
di — are currently under house arrest. 

•Federico Bonamici, Casa di Reclusio- 
ne, Via Nuova Poggioreale 177, 80143 
Napolo Poggioreale (NA), Italy. 

•Benedetta Galante, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Contrada Capo di Monte, 82100 
Benevento (BN), Italy. Serving 3.5 years 
for promoting and participating in di- 
rect action. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Maiano 10, 
06049 Spoleto, Italy. Serving more than 
five years for promoting and participat- 
ing in direct action. Gioia is also await- 
ing trial for escaping from house arrest. 

•Silvia Guerini, Carcere "La Dozza," 
Via Del Gomito 2, 40127 Bologna, Italy. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 Voghera 
(PV), Italy. Serving 7.5 years for pro- 
moting and participating in direct 
action, and organizing an anti-genetic- 
engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated as- 
sault on federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck tunneled money 
that he stole from banks to the Zapatis- 
ta National Liberation Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 

Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.mapuche-nation.org. 

•Aniceto Norm Catriman and Pascual 
Pichun Paillalao, Carcel de Traiguen — 
Coronel Gregorio Urrutia N° 129, Trai- 
guen, IX Region, Chile. Mapuche lonkos 
(chiefs) serving five years for intimida- 
tion and "terrorist arson." 

•Victor Ancalaf Llaupe, Complejo 
Penitenciario El Manzano Concep- 
cion — Direccion, Camino a Penco No 
450 Casilla 70, Chile. Mapuche leader 
serving five years for "terrorist arson." 

•Jaime Huenchullan Cayul, Juan Car- 
los Huenulao Tricauko, Florencio Jaime 


Marileo Saravia, Jose Patricio Marileo 
Saravia, Jose Nain Curamil and Patri- 
cia Troncoso Robles, Centro Detencion 
Penitenciaria Pedro Aguirre — Cerda 
N° 80 y Los Confines s/n°, Angol, IX 
Region, Chile. Huenchullan is awaiting 
trial, accused of theft and intimidation. 
Huenulao is awaiting trial, accused of 
"terrorist arson.” Troconso and the Mar- 
ileos are serving 10 years for "terrorist 
arson." Nain, a Mapuche leader, is serv- 
ing five years for arson. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolu- 
tionary group, were framed for the murder 
of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years 
each. For more information, visit www. 
onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet 
Hollaway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426-0246, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612-0286, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
FCI Yazoo City Medium, POB 5888, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194-5888, USA. Serv- 
ing five years for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property during a May 2003 cel- 
ebration of the end of the US military 
occupation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, 
Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before 
she was given a life sentence in the early 
1990s for shooting a stalker in self-de- 
fense, Thompson was active in animal 
rights and environmental campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www.eco- 
prisoners.org. 
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announcements 


Mountain Justice Spring Break 

March • Southern Appalachia 


Root Foree Road Show 

Spring • Western US 


Come to Appalachia this Spring Break to see moun- 
taintop removal for yourself, connect with local commu- 
nities fighting this destructive practice and get involved 
in community service projects. Join local organizers in 
learning about, defending and celebrating Appalachian 
culture and ecology. 

The Southern Energy Network is teaming up with Coal 
River Mountain Watch, the Ohio Valley Environmental 
Coalition, the Mountain Sustainability Project, the South- 
ern Appalachian Mountain Stewards, United Mountain 
Defense and the Mountain Links Resource Center. These 
groups in Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia will be 
hosting young people from across the nation for two edu- 
cational and empowering weeks. 

There will be two one-week-long sessions with a week- 
end convergence in between in West Virginia, and ad- 
ditional one-week sessions in Tennessee, Virginia and 
possibly Kentucky. 

For more information, visit www.climateaction.net/mjsb. 


Rising Tide Road Show 

Spring 

This Spring, Rising Tide North America (RTNA) will 
bring the global struggle for climate justice to the belly 
of the beast, connecting the dots between the overarch- 
ing crisis of climate change and the grassroots struggles of 
communities resisting the fossil fuel industry's assault on 
their land and culture. 

Through partnering with local environmental and cli- 
mate justice organizations in each region of the US, as 
well as places in Mexico and Canada, RTNA seeks to am- 
plify the voices of those most affected by climate change 
and the fossil fuel industry, boost support for these revo- 
lutions on the local level, and create a culture of solidar- 
ity across lines of race, class and gender. RTNA is taking a 
popular education approach to organizing and agitating 
for climate justice, employing art, music and theatre to 
foment life-affirming resistance. 

In addition to offering a "main event," the road show 
is available for longer tour stops of up to a few days to do 
more in-depth workshops. 

I RTNA wants to hear from you! Are you engaged in a 
climate-related campaign or community project? Would 
you like to work on a tour stop in your area? Can you host 
us in your town? Get in touch with us! 

For more information, contact RTNA, roadshow@rising 
tidenorthamerica.org; www.risingtidenorthamerica.org. 



Are you tired of talking about "the system" and ready to 
do something about it? Are you looking for a way to fight 
the onslaught of corporate globalization beyond summit 
hopping and buying fair trade? 

. ... ~ Root Force is a strategic campaign 
designed to exploit weak points in 
the global economy and hasten 
frO), mm ■■ the system's collapse. Using di- 
y rect action, Root Force 
pressures all those 
involved in specific in- 
frastructure construction 
projects in Latin America 
to end their participation 
in ecocide and genocide. 
Right now, Root Force is fo- 
cused on forcing the cancel- 
lation of La Parota Dam in Mexico and the Anillo Periferico 
Highway in El Salvador. 

The Root Force Road Show will be traveling the western 
states this Spring. Learn about globalization from puppets, 
hear stories and see slides from communities of resistance 
in Latin America, and find out what you can do to demolish 
colonialism at its foundations. The road show is currently 
in planning stages, so get in touch today to organize a stop 
in your town! 

For more information, contact Root Force, POB 1302, 
Tucson, A Z 85702; info@rootforce.org; www.rootforce.org. 

12th Annual Bay Area Anarchist Bookfair 

March 17-18 • San Francisco, California 

Bound Together Books is hosting the annual Anarchist 
Bookfair in San Francisco, on March 17-18. It will be held 
in Golden Gate Park, at the San Francisco County Fair 
Building (Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way). The weekend 
will feature more than 50 anarchist publishers and ven- 
dors, and will include a spoken-word program. There will 
be free bike valet service, a kids/ 
family space, food by Arizmen- 
di bakery and cafe, and no 
cover charge. 

A six-foot table for both 
days costs $100. For more I 
information, contact the 
Anarchist Bookfair Com- 
mittee, c/o Bound Together 
Books, 1369 Haight St, San 
Francisco, California 94117; 

(415) 431-8355. 
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Asheville Global Report 

News from the Front Lines 


Winner of ten 
Project Censored awards 



Subscribe fur ivctkh delivery: 


Six months for S.3I) 

One year for S6(t 
Or xisit us online at agrncws.org 
Asheville Global Report is a tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 


For a free sample issue, clip this ad and send to: 
AGR, PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

Name: 

Address: 


"a light in the dark for those of us who have dared to 

challenge the status quo" - Jeff "Free" Luers 

: 

f jk fj 

> A A 

AFTERSHOCK 

■fm 5 j£I 

Confronting Trauma in a Violent World 


A Guide for Activists and Their Allies 

cunr^ii 

pa tt rice jones 


ISBN: 1590561031 


Lantern Books, Flashpoint Series 
$15 (Green Press Initiative price) 

part rice \ HjSSIfl^vS B 

jones |1 

www.aftarshock.pattriceiones.info 


Now on MySpace! 

Get the latest news and information 
from the Earth First! Journal , including: 

• Local event invitations, 

• Submission deadline alerts, 

•New issue announcements, 

• Reports to the movement, and 

• Much, much more ! 

www.myspace.com/earthfirstjournal 



“Now’s the time of the motherfuckers . . . 


'Bold and ambitious, World on Fire engages the great issues of the day, mixing the personal 
with the political, demanding attention he paid, continuing in the American tradition of 
Whitman, Ginsberg, and Pound. Here is a howl for the twenty-first century." 

— Eric Schlosser. author of Fast Food Nation 


OPEN CITY BOOKS 


www.opencity.org 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 
O $40 First Class 
O $40 Anonymous Envelope 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 


Tel. Country 

Email 


O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

- PJJ 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! musk compilation with my subscription' 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 


ARIZONA 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Santa Cruz EF! 


POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

cruzef@cruzio.com 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

F LOR ID A 

Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1 109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 


(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Community Arts & Media Project 

POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CANA DA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 

blogspot.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@vahoo.com 

ENGLA ND 


EF! Action Update 
12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 
mail@actionupdate .org. uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode .freeserve .co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020- 7729-6973; of fice@roadblock. org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 


POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

NETH ERLAN DS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalxescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SO UTH K OR EA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 



(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 



(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 




EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 




Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 

WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State College 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 


Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 
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earth first! 
organizers’ conference 

• cind f 

winter rendezvous 


february 22-26 • austin, texas 


The world around us is chang- 
ing every day, and all animal 
and plant life will have to 
adapt and learn to live to- 
gether in new ways. In this 
spirit of change and fac- 
ing new challenges, the 
2007 Earth First! Orga- 
nizers' Conference (OC) 
and Winter Rendezvous 
will be hosted at the 
Rhizome Collective's 
brownfield in Austin, 

Texas, on February 22- 
26. This 10-acre brown- 
field is being modified 
into a community park and 
learning site for sustainable 
urban living. In the mean- 
time, Rhizome has graciously 
allowed us to use the space for 
this event. (We must emphasize 
that the OC will take place only at the 
brownfield and not at Rhizome's headquar- 
ters. Questions regarding the OC should not be 
directed to Rhizome.) 

The OC location is an interesting juxtaposition of na- 
ture and civilization; people used to dump their trash 
and environmental contaminants here, but now nature 
is beginning to thrive again. With a little work and com- 
munity effort, the brownfield can become a greenfield. 
It abounds with many examples of the diverse lifeforms 
found in Texas, with cactus growing side by side with mes- 
quite and oak. The weather in late February is cool yet 
sunny, and the wildflowers are beginning to bloom and 
paint the landscape. 

The brownfield has a solar shower and one outhouse, 
wi tjl> more to be built before the OC. There is space avail- 
atoleifor about 10-15 parked cars in the brownfield and on 
surrounding streets, but it is a residential area — so carpool 
as much as possible! Please do not bring any dogs because 
there are feral dogs in the area. This way we can avoid dog 
fights, which are dangerous for both animals and people. 


There will be access to the commu- 
nity kitchen at Rhizome, where 
Austin Food Not Bombs, in col- 
laboration with the OC orga- 
nizers, will cook the meals 
and transport them back 
to the brownfield. 

The gathering's first 
three days will be de- 
voted to single blocks 
of discussions focusing 
on different aspects of 
our movement and di- 
rections it might be tak- 
ing in the future. Rising 
Tide and Root Force will 
be presenting ideas during 
this time, and we ask that 
other groups please contact 
us if they want to ensure their 
subjects are addressed. There also 
will be space and time available for 
individuals to speak. 

There will be a crucial anti-oppression 
and sexual assault workshop that everyone is en- 
couraged to attend. Oppression needs to be addressed in 
the movement and in all aspects of our lives. We hope 
to have an open discussion, so that all feelings can be 
expressed. 

The traditional "Night to Howl" will be held on Satur- 
day, transitioning the OC into the Winter Rendezvous. 
The Rendezvous will consist of an open forum for a vari- 
ety of issues, activities, workshops and learning. 

What to bring: camping gear including tents/tarps, 
sleeping bags, etc. (even though this is the city, there is no 
shelter at the brownfield); personal water containers; per- 
sonal eating utensils including dishes, cups and cutlery; 
personal food and food to donate; warm clothes (it gets 
chilly at night); musical instruments; rain gear for the pos- 
sible storms; and toilet paper. Hope to see y'all there! 

For more information, contact (210) 316-6014; (210) 
834-1014; efoc2k7@hotmail.com; www.geocities.com/ 
efoc2k7/index.html. 
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Tips for the Aspiring Journal Contributor 

Rather than hiring staff writers to cobble together stories from faraway 
sources on topics they personally know nothing about, the Earth First! Journal 
depends upon the people who know the issues best — those in the trees and at 
the barricades — to tell their own stories, in their own words and pictures. 

In other words, if you don't write an article about what you're working on, 
we'll have no way of knowing about it. That's part of the Journal's (ideally) 
open, participatory and decentralized structure. 

Yet if it's the movement's responsibility to contribute content to the Jour- 
nal, then surely it's the Journal collective's responsibility to clearly express our 
needs. Here are some tips for the aspiring Journal contributor (that's you!): 

•Familiarize yourself with the style and content of the Journal, and write 
for our audience. A radical ecological analysis, a critical yet constructive ap- 
proach, and an emphasis on action and engagement are crucial components 
of most good Journal articles. 

•Look through past issues (particularly recent ones) to see what has already 
been written on a subject. Just because a topic has been covered before doesn't 
mean that the Journal won't cover it again. However, new articles should pro- 
vide plenty of new information. 

•Don't assume that readers already know everything (or even anything) 
about an issue or campaign. Be sure to clearly provide necessary back- 
ground information and history. When introducing people, say who they 
are and what they do. When describing a place, say what city/state/coun- 
try/bioregion it's in. When explaining the history of a campaign, dates are 
crucial. Be specific! 

•Be honest when describing actions. Not every action is a monumental vic- 
tory. While it's tempting to describe an action using epic language, it can 
come across as dishonest if the facts don't match up. Acknowledging and ad- 
dressing our failures is a crucial step in planning better actions in the future. 

•If you're comfortable, ask friends and allies to look over the article before 
you send it to us. They may be more familiar with the subject than we are and 
can probably offer constructive criticisms and suggestions that we can't. 

•Photographs need to have large dimensions (five by seven inches for 
the inside; nine by 12 inches for the cover) and a high resolution (300 dpi) 
to be suitable for publication. Conventional film cameras are generally bet- 
ter, since prints can be scanned at any size and resolution. Digital cameras, 
when they must be used, should be set to the highest possible resolution 
and dimensions. 

Remember, these are only the most basic tips, and there are plenty 
more suggestions we could give folks who are interested in contributing 
content to the Journal. Call us, email us or chat with us at a gathering. 
That's why we're here! 

— EF! Journal Collective 
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POM Wonderful Agrees to 
Stop Testing on Animals 


fast results. In late December, 

BY Donny POM Vice President and com- 

After a six-month campaign involving a mix of above- pany spokespersyn Fiona Posell p^BaB 

and underground actions, pomegranate juice maker resigned, citing pressure from / vl 

POM Wonderful officially declared that it will no longer animal rights groups. Further- 
be associated with animal testing. more, the Whole Foods chain | 

"POM Wonderful pomegranate juice has ceased all announced on January 16 that it j ;F 

animal testing, and we have no plans to resume in the would be discontinuing the -I 

future," wrote Lynda and Stewart Resnick, owners of sale of POM Wonderful JJ 

POM parent company Roll International, in a letter to nationwide as of April 
retailers on January 17. 1 . The very next day, -J 

POM had been a target of animal rights activists because POM made its public y c 

of the research it was conducting in order to show posi- turnaround. ft **'* — > . 

tive health benefits of its juice. One test consisted of lock- Even after this announcement, 
ing week-old mouse pups — whose mothers had been fed POM's veiled threats to shift animal I B m i 

pomegranate juice— in an oxygen-deprivation chamber testing to a front group prompted y^^jjtfi* 1111 A 
for 45 minutes to induce severe brain damage. The babies PETA to continue its boycott. PETA *** v y 

were then decapitated and their brains studied. Another was pushing for POM to sign a 
test involved severing the penile arteries of rabbits to simu- statement that there would be 
late erectile dysfunction. The rabbits were then fed pome- absolutely no animal testing re- 
granate juice, while the results were monitored by POM lated to the company in any way, 0 % ^B 
scientists. Other experiments were conducted in attempts as other juice manufacturers, such 
to prove claims that drinking POM Wonderful would help as Naked Juice and Lakewood, have | 

fight heart disease, Alzheimer's disease and cancer. done. Tupper's letter at the end of 

While a company executive hinted in July that it would January satisfied PETA, and the boy- 
be very easy for POM to simply move its animal testing to cott is now off. I . . a W a 

the Lynda and Stewart Resnick Trust — thus presenting itself The campaign against POM Won- 

as cruelty-free while continuing the experiments through a derful is a clear example that pub- 
front group — POM President and CEO Matt Tupper sent a lie pressure, when applied on many 
letter to People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) fronts, can force large companies to Q 
in late January, saying that neither POM nor any associated change their practices. It is admittedly H 
entities would participate in animal tests in the future. rare to have underground actions, like n 

Throughout the campaign, an assortment of tactics those taken by ARM, coincide with 
was used. Protesters in Los Angeles made their voices aboveground organizing like the 
heard outside the homes of the Resnicks and other POM SHAC-style house demonstrations 
executives, encountering the expected wrath of police and PETA's boycott. Usually, much Wk 
and neighbors, as well as the wild scene of Stuart Resnick more public bickering and mud- 
yelling, "1 don't care if you protest me for 45 years! I will slinging occurs between the dif- 
never stop testing on animals!" This claim was made less ferent factions. Hopefully, we 
than a week before the announcement that POM had can learn to strategize more like 
decided to do exactly that. this in the future, finding ways to 

Another group of activists, the Animal Rights Militia frame campaigns that comple- 
(ARM), released a statement in December saying that it had merit what other folks are .. 
tampered with 487 bottles of POM Wonderful destined to doing, whether or not we 
be shipped to different stores along the East Coast. agree with their tactics. 

"Those who drink the contaminated juice won't die After all, this is about the CftVBy I-': 

like the animals in POM labs; but the diarrhea, vomiting animals in the laborato- 
and headaches will hopefully send a strong message that ries (or about the trees or BK 

people will no longer allow innocent, defenseless animals the mountains), not about 
to he tormented and killed for a health juice," read part of how others view us. 

the communique. The action forced Wild Oats stores to Donny is an Appalachian \ dBHHHflj^Kt / 
temporarily pull POM Wonderful from their shelves. refugee, trying to make sense , h • 

The combination of a boycott called by PETA, heat from of life in an ecosystem full of . ; af W ■ 

the home demonstrations and the ARM sabotage got saguaros and Beyond Bread. 
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Collective, 


My entire response to your 
reader survey, the reason I 
will not renew and the rea- 
son I am indifferent to the 
survival of the Journal is 
summed up in the name Ted 
Kaczynski. 

At the time that I sub- 
scribed, I had forgotten 
that you listed this idiot as 
a political prisoner. Had I 
remembered, it is unlike- 
ly that I would have sub- 
scribed. The decision to list 
this individual as a "politi- 
cal prisoner" is an insult to 
the sacrifice and dedication 
of legions of direct action- 
ists who have made and 
are making principled deci- 
sions to defend the wild and 
struggle for environmental 
and social justice. 

What can you do now? I 
might consider resubscrib- 
ing if you publish an article 
confessing your sins. Qui- 
etly dropping the listing, a 
tacit admission that it was 
ill-advised to begin with, 
doesn't go far enough. At a 
minimum, the editorial col- 
lective warrants a puking, 
peabrained, agent provoca- 
teur poodle. 

— Gravel 

P.S. Publish this as a letter 
to the editor and defend the 
listing or recant. 

Editors' note: Kaczynski 
himself requested to be removed 
from the prisoner page in 2001. 
Why? Because he thought that 
people were wasting valuable 
time and energy debating the 
appropriateness of his listing 
instead of taking action. We 
couldn't agree more. 

Dear EF! Journal, 

It has been my experience 
that, a few times in one's life. 


o 

communicates a very salient, 
unique perception. It doesn't 
happen often. 

Now you listen to me. Sir 
Wilfred Thesiger died about 
two years ago; he was about 
97. He was a British admin- 
istrator in Ethiopia and Ara- 
bia (Sumerians) in the time 
of Haile Selassie, like in the 
'30s, '40s, etc. He said this: "I 
truly believe that the inter- 
nal combustion engine is re- 
sponsible for the destruction 
of Arab culture." So in the 
Lughnasadh issue, "Wolver- 
ine" lives with "no electric- 
ity, except for a phone and 
a truck" (see EF!J July-August 
2005). It's kind of like saying, 
"1 don't mine for gold, ex- 
cept for a little cyanide heap- 
leaching." 

Then you get down on 
technology, but yet you say, 
"All letters must be typed or 
printed." What does this? A 
computer does this! 

Like, there's this kid who 
comes up and wants money 
from me to prevent logging. 
So I say, "Do you live in a 
wooden house?" and he gets 
all flustered and goes away. So 
the point is, "It's all very well 
and good to protest environ- 
mentally destructive activi- 
ties, but you use the products 
resulting from that destruc- 
tion!" Nietzsche: "To create, 
it is necessary to destroy." So 
the emphasis should be, "Use 
only what is necessary." "Suf- 
ficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof." 

Personally, I think this: Our 
society — "technologically ad- 
vanced, morally primitive," 
"keeping busy," no matter 
how destructive — is always 
"better" than idleness, sin, 
laziness, freeloading and a 


.• terms. 

Now you should see that if % 
there's a market for it, people 
will buy and use it! Like, I was 
talking to this stockbroker, 
and I asked, “What if no one 
wants to buy your stock?" 
And he says, "There is always 
a market." (This guy does 

10.000 trades per year.) So 
this "market-making" com- 
bined with the "idle hands, 
devil's workshop” morality, 
and add in the internal com- 
bustion engine, and doesn't 
that sound like the road to 
hell, good intentions or not? 

I just got back from a 
75-day kayak trip (solo) in 
Prince William Sound (PWS). 

I was talking to some locals. 
One said that there are about 

3.000 otters in PWS. Legally, 
only native Alaskans can 
hunt them, and a couple of 
’em have nice bedspreads 
made of otter skins. 

The guy said that the "Exx- 
on Valdez spill didn't ruin 
the herring fishery. Roe on 
kelp (herring roe) just went 
out of fashion in Japan." 

I talked to another guy that 
lives in Mendocino. He said 
that there's lots of old growth 
left and the Fort Bragg mill 
has been shut down for quite 
a while. 

I do think that lockdowns 
and court actions have a defi- 
nite effect, but what bugs me 
is someone who righteously 
trumpets his horn in protest 
while consuming the very 
products that he protests 
against! Especially when the 
louder the protest, the more 
conspicuous that individual’s 
consumption! 

You advocate "non-vio- 
lent protest," but you en- 
courage people to "smash 
the cell phone." That 


✓V 

sounds violent. Violence 
doesn't necessarily have to 
be directed at people. So 
it's like, "Because I blow my 
trombone in protest, I have 
a right to use the products 
I am protesting." And the 
louder you blow, the more 
destructive you become, 
because, after all, the one 
who shouts loudest has a 
right to be more destructive 
than the quiet guy who just 
plain old doesn't use the 
product! 

Also, don't use the word 
"zine." It's sleazy and deni- 
grates the Journal. Find a bet- 
ter word. What if they bred 
a mosquito with no probos- 
cis? Would you approve? 
Like, some other Alaska lo- 
cal asked me, "Have you 
ever had a moose burger?" 
and I said, "No." "How long 
have you lived here?" "Ten 
years." "You've had moose." 
So many roadkills (internal 
combustion again). 

So torching SUVs and get- 
ting 28 years in Club Fed and 
yelling real loud ain't the an- 
swer, folks. You and me both 
have probably eaten GMOs 
and used a couple of two-by- 
fours, and there's six billion 
of us, so..!. 

LV, 

— John Mueller 

Dear Earth First!, 

I read the letter from Eu- 
gene who lives in New York 
who said one-third of all chil- 
dren have asthma who live 
there (see EF!J November- 
December 2006). Hey guys!!! 
How do we get everyone 
who lives there to start driv- 
ing golf carts instead of cars? 
It's such an easy solution. It 
would save fuel. And think 
how much easier a golf cart 
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would be to repair. The traf- grateful this aspect of the 
fic would actually probably war has come up. I feel that 
go faster if everyone drove the perspective that led to 
golf carts in New York! Some this discussion is the all- 
streets could be reserved for too-common symptom of 
delivery trucks and buses, a weak connection to our 
How do we inspire the peo- story. Something in myself 
pie in New York City? fell prey to that. Without 

— I eena knowledge of our past, how 
are we to know when we are 


Dear editors, 

Some underlying prem- 
ises in the argument for uti- 
lizing the necessity defense 
slipped by in Mike Roselle's 
letter that I couldn't let pass 
unscathed (see EF!J Septem- 
ber-October 2006). The first 
would be that a jury could 
be found that is open to that 
argument. 1 believe that the 
majority within this empire 
hold to a socioeconomic 
perspective in which any- 
thing that has a shimmer of 
a possibility to open their 
eyes to the eco/suicide they 
are partaking in will be cov- 
ered by the cultural blind 
spot within their conscious- 
ness; the “terrorists" will 
be perceived as a threat to 
the "comfort” these folks 
have spent their entire lives 
working toward. 

Another being that the 
"moral high ground" is some 
antidote to incarceration, 
able to cure the prosecutor's 
poison of proving "immi- 
nent and irreparable harm" 
had occurred. This issue 
hinges on how evidence and 
testimony will be interpret- 
ed in court, which is at the 
judge's discretion. And guess 


on our own path? Walking 
beside those who came be- 
fore is inevitable, and utiliz- 
ing the same river crossings 
and mountain passes as 
others is advantageous; but 
in blindly following their 
footsteps we leave no oth- 
er option but to succumb 
to the same ends to which 
they fell victim. Forge the 
steel with the knowledge 
they passed down and be 
your own spearhead. 

— A Little Experience 

Dear SFB, 

Well, the Operation Back- 
fire cases are wrapping up. 
The Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act has passed Con- 
gress. The SHAC 7 are sitting 
in prison, convicted on ter- 
rorism charges for running a 
website. The "Green Scare” is 
over and done with, right? 

That was the message of 
a letter in the last issue, ar- 
guing that the Green Scare 
might have served "an ef- 
fective one-year term and 
be ready for retirement" (see 
EF!J January-February 2007). 
Chris Calef argued that high- 
lighting one form of repres- 
sion— the Green Scare — will 


the American Indian Move- 
ment (AIM). 

But acting like all govern- 
ment repression is the same 
isn't going to get us there. 
There is indeed a "general 
climate of oppression," but 
addressing abuses of power 
in such sweeping terms ig- 
nores the very foundation of 
this "War on Terrorism": sin- 
gling out individuals solely 
based on their specific politi- 
cal beliefs. 

The "ecoterrorist" ad 
blitzes and public relations 
campaigns, the "ecoterror- 
ism" and "animal enterprise 
terrorism" legislation, the 
Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF)/Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) grand jury witch hunts, 
the "ecoterror" congressio- 
nal hearings: these are all 
focused with precision on 
certain activists (and they 
ain't the "pro-peace" or "pro- 
impeachment" crowd Calef 
references, because those ac- 
tivists are not a threat). 

Recognizing this won't 
"classify us as white, elite 
environmentalists." Being 
white, elite environmental- 
ists will classify you as white, 
elite environmentalists. Ig- 
noring the targeted nature of 
this scare-mongering and ig- 
noring striking similarities to 
other eras of repression will 
not make environmental and 
animal rights activists more 
diverse or more connected to 
other social movements. 

— Will Potter, 
GreenIsTheNewRed.com 


Chris Calef is right to point 
out that the government is 
intensifying its repression of 
immigrants with specialized 
legislation. The peace move- 
ment is infiltrated and under- 
mined by undercover agents. 
In our cities, the police are 
still brutalizing the poor. 
Where Calef errs is his as- 
sertion that the term "Green 
Scare" is an exaggeration and 
that people should focus on 
more mainstream issues. To 
the contrary, what the envi- 
ronmental movement needs 
to do is set its roots deeper 
and branch out. 

The recent wave of arrests 
of several Black Panthers ac- 
cused of an unsolved shoot- 
ing of a police officer in the 
1970s is not a signal to put 
our issues aside to show soli- 
darity, but rather to redouble 
our efforts to strengthen our 
community and live solidar- 
ity by organizing around 
common issues. The prison- 
ers from the Black Libera- 
tion Army, AIM and those 
from the ALF are all political 
prisoners. 

The arrests Calef men- 
tioned are barely a year old. 
Eric McDavid is about to go 
to trial, Briana Waters is still 
in pretrial, and the federal 
government is still trying 
to track down individuals 
not in custody. ELF and ALF 
actions are still happening, 
and dangerous precedents 
are being set involving agents 
provocateurs, specialized leg- 
islation and overarching 


who pays the judge? Yep, 
the same system that pays 
the prosecutor. Even further, 
since when did this govern- 
ment follow laws that didn't 
fit its modus operandi of con- 
trol and domination? 

Deluding ourselves with 
some culturally induced 
moralistic vision can be very 
dangerous when it blurs the 
reality of our situation. If you 
end up in a seven-by-eleven- 
foot cell, it isn't solved with a 
single answer. There’s merely 
a change in tactics and tools. 
The battle rages on. 

I hate to appear like I'm 
berating Mike, because I'm 


alienate animal rights and 
environmental activists from 
Arab Americans, immigrants 
and peace activists. 

I completely agree that 
the animal rights and en- 
vironmental movements 
must build long-overdue 
relationships with other so- 
cial movements — not just 
theoretical connections but 
ground-level mutual aid. 
It's critical that activists 
fight back attacks on civil 
rights across movements 
and learn across move- 
ments as well — like learning 
from past crackdowns on 
the Black Panther Party and 


Dear SFB, 

If you see something, say 
something. 

We saw a number of indi- 
viduals facing life in prison 
for arsons that injured no 
one; we saw Californians fac- 
ing 20 years for an alleged 
thought crime instigated by 
a paid FBI agent; we saw ani- 
mal rights activists sentenced 
to several years for operating 
a website; and we saw the 
ELF and ALF become "the 
number-one domestic terror- 
ism threat." We had to say 
something — there is a new 
front in the War on Dissent. 


sentences. Those who are 
getting "reduced sentences" 
still face eight years and 
more, and the prosecution 
will argue for terrorism en- 
hancement, which could 
add an additional 20 years. 
People for the Ethical Treat- 
ment of Animals is currently 
being likened to the ALF, 
and these generalizations 
will only be expanded in the 
upcoming years. The time to 
recognize the Green Scare 
and organize against it is 
now, and Calef is right — we 
need allies. 

— Marc Hurley, 

GreenScare.org 
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Take Back the "Band 

SUPBR BOWL WBBK OP ACTION 


BY JHONLUNA 

It's been seven months since the 
Miami public was made aware of the 
city's affordable housing emergency, 
though community activists have 
been working on the issue for years. 
Not only has $3.5 million been stolen 
from affordable housing, but the city 
and county governments continue to 
empty viable public housing, leaving 
thousands of needed homes vacant 
while more than 40,000 families have 
spent years on the public housing 
waiting list. 

Since July, activists have occupied the 
county hall during a press conference; 
erected a tent city on the lawn of Gov- 
ernment Center; organized numerous 
protests and marches; and reclaimed 
public land for the creation of the 
Umoja Shantytown (see EF!J January- 
February 2007). Yet even though this 
traditionally apathetic city has be- 
gun to demonstrate its discontent, 
Mayor Manny Diaz and most of the 
city commissioners have done noth- 


Super Bowl Week of Action. The Center 
for Pan-African Development, LIFFT, 
the Miami Workers Center, Power U for 
Social Change, the Service Employees 
International Union and South Florida 
Jobs with Justice were just some of the 
local groups heavily involved in the 
week of actions. 

In the days leading up to the big game, 
Dade County activists used a variety of 
tactics to turn up the heat. A tent city 
was again erected at Government 
Center to function as a convergence 
space and to host incoming supporters 
and some of the week's events. Just as 
importantly, it added another eyesore 
to the fake, manicured image that had 
been spread over the city. 

On January 31, a Tour of Shame took 
visiting media around the city, visiting 
some of the most contested sites for 
the Take Back the Land movement. 
Tour participants visited the site of 
the proposed CrossWinds luxury 
condominium development in the 
historic black neighborhood of 
Overtown; met with day laborers in 



those finding homes for families, 
although they still have not arrested 
the people who have stolen millions 
from public housing. 

Later that day, there was an NFL 
Experience event for children at the 
Liberty City Youth Education Town 
Center. The center had been built for 
the 1989 Super Bowl across the street 
from the now-demolished Scotts- 
Carver Public Housing Projects. 
Though not listed in the afternoon's 
program, the Glitz and Glam Granny 
Cheer Squad stole the limelight. The 
cheer squad, predominantly elderly 
women and youth who once lived in 


ing to address the housing emergency. 
Commissioner Michelle Spence-Jones 
even attempted to pass a city amend- 
ment in January, making the Umoja 
Shantytown illegal and open to a raid. 

When the Super Bowl brought 
the global media's focus to our city 
for the big game and its week of 
events, the opportunity was too 
good to miss. Unanticipated by 
Mayor Diaz, the City of Miami, 
or the National Football League 
(NFL), a diverse array of community 
activists, grassroots organizations and 
homeless folks countered the Super 
Bowl with the Take Back the Land 


Allapatah; and visited the wealthiest 
resort area in the US, Fisher Island. 
The tour then followed a worker 
home to Little Haiti, where reporters 
enjoyed a communal meal of home- 
made pumpkin soup. 

On February 1, members of Take 
Back the Land, Umoja and Power U 
were arrested while defending two 
apartment units in Overtown that 
had been vacant for years. Commu- 
nity members helped open the units 
so that two homeless families could 
move in. They cleaned out dirt, dust 
and broken glass, and scrubbed away 
mold. The police were quick to arrest 


the Scotts-Carver homes, busted out 
with all kinds of cheers for housing. 

Other autonomous actions taken 
during the week included guerilla 
art Super Bowl parties, teach-ins on 
gentrification, guerrilla gardening at 
the former site of the Scotts-Carver 
Projects, discussion groups about 
global land struggles and drum corps 
crashing various VIP parties. 

For more information, visit 
takebacktheland.blogspot.com. 

jhonluna was born 'n' raised in 
the county of Dade. He enjoys Miami 
hip-hop, Colombian ska-punk and 
being dreamy. 
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by NCEF! 

As developers and logging compa- 
nies push farther and farther into the 
wilderness, leaving a wake of destruc- 
tion in their path, it is comforting to 
know that there are still a few places 
that have been left untouched. Fern 
Gully is one of these places, where 
life still flourishes for trees and plants, 
forest creatures and fairies. 

The Fern Gully treesit village in 
Humboldt County is one of the 
longest-running forest actions in 
Northern California. Defenders 
protect a glorious grove of ancient 
redwood, Sitka spruce and Douglas 
fir trees with their hearts, minds, 
spirits and bodies. 

Fern Gully, with towering trees in- 
cluding Libertal, Sundance, Patience 
and Watsi, has been a hotspot in re- 
cent years for forest defense actions. 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) plans to 
log directly above Freshwater Creek, 
across from an elementary school. 
Each immense and magnificent tree 
in the gully stands on a steep, fern- 
covered slope. Destroying this awe-in- 
spiring area would not only devastate 
precious habitat, it would also in- 
crease silt erosion into the already 
heavily sediment-impaired creek. 

Fern Gully is walking distance from 
US Highway 101, near a residential 
area. It is unique for an uncut forest 


to survive so close to development, 
especially with ancient trees vanish- 
ing at an alarming rate. 

Fern Gully is in immediate danger. 
Months ago, when forest defenders 
thought the gully was in the clear due 
to the long-awaited expiration of PL's 
logging plan, PL got the California 
Department of Forestry to extend the 
plan for at least another year. After 
defending Fern Gully for more than 
three years, we will continue to guard 
the sacred area. Please help us save 
one of the last groves of ancient for- 
est. In just a few work hours, this cen- 
turies-old ecosystem could vanish. 

Meanwhile, logging has recom- 
menced in the Nanning Creek area 
of the Eel River watershed, only a 
few miles east of PL headquarters 
in the soon-to-be-sold-off company 
town of Scotia, California. Logging 
in Nanning, which began 10 days 
before marbled murrelet nesting 
season ended in September, threat- 
ens to wipe out one of the last com- 
mercially owned ancient redwood 
stands. Forest defenders remain de- 
termined to do all they can to pro- 
tect the Timber Harvest Plan, aka 
Timber Holocaust Plan. 

The forest that remains after last 
year's logging in Nanning is home 
to endangered species, including the 
northern spotted owl and marbled 
murrelet. Early morning gate blockades 


(often including children), rallies, lock- 
downs and enduring treesits make up 
the short her/history to protect some of 
the oldest beings on Earth. 

Nestled in Nanning Creek, two 
massive trees — dubbed Spooner and 
Grandma — enchant their protectors 
with resident flying squirrels, neigh- 
borly salamanders, and treetop fern 
and mushroom gardens. Spooner — 
more than 42 feet around and 290 feet 
tall— and Grandma — attached to her 
Siamese twin, Grandpa — rest on the 
edge of a cliff directly above the Nan- 
ning Creek watershed and are likely 
the largest trees ever defended by sit- 
ters here. With the help of traverses, 
treesitters are protecting the trees that 
hold together the steep hillsides. 

After a storm in December, 10 trees 
near the Spooner treesit village fell to 
the forest floor. Due to recent logging, 
an area that has sustained itself for 
millennia is now vulnerable to one 
night of storms. 

Please support the Earth through 
persistent action and participation. 

For more information or to donate 
time, energy or resources, contact 
NCEF!/Humboldt Forest Defense, 
POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825- 
6598 (NCEF! hotline); (707) 845-9046 
(direct line to ground support); (707) 
618-9047 (Fern Gully pager); (707) 
618-9181 (Nanning Creek pager); 
www.spoonerdirect.org. 
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Berkeley Treesitters Inspire the Imaginations 

of Bay Area Residents 


by Karen Pickett 

It was just after 6 a.m. and still dark 
when the call came. 

"They're raiding the grove! The 
cops are here with a front-end loader, 
and they're taking people's stuff! Call 
the media, and get here as soon as 
you can!" 

The call came from a grove 
of trees where six treesit- 
ters have taken up residence. 

Ground support was getting a 
pre-dawn visit from authori- 
ties. Was this deep in the for- 
est in an old-growth grove? 

Not exactly.... These treesit- 
ters look out over the teeming 
Berkeley-Oakland-San Fran- 
cisco urban area, the Golden 
Gate bridge in their view. But 
many of the issues and sound 
bites we feed the media are the 
same as for those treesits in 
the moss-draped branches of an old- 
growth forest. We are always dealing 
with last remnants, biologically. This 
case is no exception. 

This grove isn't habitat for any 
large predators except Homo sapi- 
ens anymore, but the oak woodland 
ecosystem has become increasingly 
rare, since most are in areas ripe for 
the same galloping development 


that has taken over California's can- 
yons and valleys. Any grove like this 
one, with trees up to 200 years old, 
also becomes an important genetic 
resource, as Sudden Oak Death Syn- 
drome ravages many oak woodland 
areas not already cut down for ur- 
ban sprawl. Oak woodlands have 


become rare enough that Berkeley 
protects it under its Coast Live Oak 
Moratorium, making it illegal to cut 
a mature oak tree measuring more 
than six inches in diameter. But this 
oak grove is on University of Cali- 
fornia-Berkeley (UCB) land. Because 
UCB operates essentially as a coun- 
try within a city, it gets away with 
refusing to comply with city law. 


UCB wants to level the grove for an 
expanded sports training facility and 
more parking. Since UCB went public 
with its plan, it has been opposed by 
students, the neighborhood associa- 
tion above the stadium, the Califor- 
nia Oak Foundation, the California 
Native Plant Society, most residents 
of Berkeley and Bay Area 
environmentalists. 

Three lawsuits were filed 
shortly after UCB went pub- 
lic with its decision. A fourth 
lawsuit was recently filed by 
a group calling itself Save 
Tightwad Hill!, on behalf of 
the hundreds of people who 
watch football games for 
free from a vantage point 
above the stadium proposed 
for expansion. The other 
three lawsuits, however, 
have a solid environmental' 
foundation, including the 
fact that the stadium and the grove sit 
next to the major and active Hayward 
earthquake fault. The judge granted 
those lawsuits a preliminary injunc- 
tion on January 29, barring UCB from 
taking action that would change the 
physical environment of the project 
site until the lawsuits are heard in 
court. This means that UCB cannot 
cut down the trees. Whether it can 


There are mountain lion sightings in 
these wildlands, and this humble grove is 
a connecting puzzle piece. It has made 
urbanites realize the importance of these oases, 
like turning a rock over in your driveway and 
finding little squirmies and tunnels in the soil. 
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make other changes that would keep 
protesters off the site and whether 
it will appeal the injunction will be- 
come known soon. But in any event, 
it is a huge victory, and there is no 
doubt our momentum, visibility and 
public support were garnered by those 
arboreal crusties. 

The treesit was spearheaded in De- 
cember by Zachary Running Wolf (a 
Native American man who ran for 
mayor in the last election), a UCB stu- 
dent, an urban ecologist and a couple 
of veterans of northern Califor- 
nia's timber wars who provided in- 
valuable 'round-the-clock ground 
support. Three people took ropes, 
platforms and rain gear up the 
trees at about 3 a.m. on December 
2, hours before about 72,000 peo- 
ple would stream by the grove and 
into the stadium for'UCB's "big 
game" with Stanford University. 

The inevitable raid came in 
the pre-dawn hours of January 
12, more than a month into the 
treesit action. People converged 
in response to a call for an emer- 
gency rally at the grove. When 
the cops didn't immediately come 
back with machinery to extract 
the treesitters, we marched onto 
the UCB campus from the grove, 
taking the street en route to the 
chancellor's office. Police barri- 
caded its doors from the raucous 
crowd, which included a contin- 
gent of UCB students demand- 
ing to see their chancellor. The 
raid and subsequent rally only 
strengthened and enlarged the 
coalition challenging UCB's plans 
to level the grove. The treesitters 
who climbed the trees on Decem- 
ber 2, brought a new dimension to the 
ongoing campaign to spare the oaks 
from UCB's axe. 

Since the treesits went up, the 
grove has been the site of concerts 
featuring musician Country Joe Mc- 
Donald and '60s icon Wavy Gravy, as 
well as a spiral dance, which brought 
out the pagan community. A treesit 
was orchestrated by a 71 -year-old 
former mayor and UCB alumna, an 
86-year-old Berkeley city council- 
woman and 90-year-old legendary 
conservationist Sylvia McLaughlin. 
The women charmingly announced 
that they were bringing nearly 250 


years of experience to the plywood 
platform. As the cameras rolled, the 
venerable ladies climbed a ladder 
into an oak and held a press confer- 
ence, bullhorn in hand. 

Though bordered by a busy street and 
the UCB stadium, the grove of about 
50 trees has become a mini-basecamp 
and direct action site. The treesits have 
grown to six platforms, complete with 
traverse lines and a tarped area for sup- 
port people, who maintain a constant 
presence. The grove has also been a 


magnet for curious visitors, includ- 
ing international tourists, classes of 
middle school kids, people with ba- 
bies in strollers, dogwalkers and other 
passers-by. Most of these people have 
never seen a treesit up close. In fact, 
this iconic action may do more to fa- 
miliarize people with the phenome- 
non of treesitting than famous actions 
by people like Julia Butterfly Hill (who 
has stopped by to strategize with peo- 
ple and offer support). Accessibility is 
everything here. 

Coast Live Oak ( Quercus agrifolia) is 
a beleaguered species, but oak wood- 
lands like this one provide essential 


habitat that can support a whole net- 
work of other plants and animals. As 
with coral reefs or wetlands, the level 
to which these woodlands are intact 
and functional is everything. Just as 
saltgrass reeds do not constitute wet- 
lands, the individual oaks scattered 
around do not an oak woodland 
make. This ecosystem has particular 
value in the Berkeley lowlands, where 
it has all but disappeared. 

The issues are myriad; seismic safety, 
urban density and aesthetics. But the 
biological issues, while not para- 
mount in the court challenges, 
are the ones that resonate univer- 
sally. Those who visit the grove 
are enraptured by the treesitters' 
stories of the nocturnal trotting 
of a fox they have come to know. 
A UCB professor who spoke at a 
press conference this week waxed 
poetic about something not im- 
mediately apparent in this small 
grove — the cameo ecosystem 
the trees hold together forms 
a linchpin corridor connecting 
wildscapes that start in the hills 
above UCB's land to the remark- 
able park system of the East Bay 
and the open space watershed 
lands. There are mountain lion 
sightings in these wildlands, and 
this humble grove is a connect- 
ing puzzle piece. It has helped 
many urbanites realize the im- 
portance of these oases; it's like 
turning over a rock in your drive- 
way and finding little squirmies 
and tunnels in the soil. Oh yeah, 
others live here. 

The repercussions of this cam- 
paign go beyond the grove, es- 
pecially reaching those stepping 
through the door to direct action 
strategies and individual action. We 
are not so much honing the skills of 
climbers who will go on to other for- 
est campaigns as bringing people to a 
tactic not previously in their sphere, 
creating community among an inter- 
esting and diverse coalition of people, 
and rekindling activism on the col- 
lege campus. 

For more information, contact Save 
the Oaks, info@saveoaks.com; www. 
saveoaks.com. 

Karen Pickett is a longtime Earth 
Firstier whose goal in life is to keep as 
many trees as possible vertical. 
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by Storm Waters 

A Convenient Oversight 

A1 Gore presented the stark truth 
about the dire consequences of carbon 
emissions and global warming — as 
well as his personal sob stories — in the 
documentary, An Inconvenient Truth. 
Is this a meticulously researched and 
well-presented political maneuver? It 
could be, especially since he skirted 
critical issues and avoided abrading 
major commercial and industrial in- 
terests that might otherwise subsidize 
his efforts. Except for a brief com- 
ment about deforestation in Amazo- 
nia and a short-but-stunning segment 
on a strip mine (which completely 
skipped over the details), there was 
no mention of land-use policies, or 
ecosystem protection and restoration. 
Nobody mentions that the health 
and biodiversity of native vegetative 
ecosystems is critical to climate stabil- 
ity on local, regional and global lev- 
els. A1 Gore neglected to call out fhe 
timber, mining, drilling, grazing and 



construction industries on their enor- 
mous roles in forcing climate change. 
Maybe it was because he didn't want 
to alienate them. How pathetic! Why 
vote for someone who can't acknowl- 
edge the truth: Corporate capitalism 
and its long-term pattern of globally 
colonizing "land-use policies" are kill- 
ing life on this planet? 

Every year, taxpayers shell out bil- 
lions to the US McGovernment to 
"manage" public lands — lands that 
allegedly belong to you and your fel- 
low citizens. These subsidies go right 
into the hands of vampires who com- 
modify everything they can, eat it all, 
defecate in place and move elsewhere 
with their newly-acquired wealth. This 
leaves everyone — from wolverines to 
workers, from polar bears to pregnant 
women — with only poverty, poison 
and death. Those profiting from this 
violence call it progress and develop- 
ment; many others call it what it actu- 
ally is: ecocide and genocide. 

These policies are a driving force 
behind climate change. Taxpayers 



not only subsidize the fossil-fuel in- 
dustry as it defiles the atmosphere 
with greenhouse gases — they subsi- 
dize those who directly wipe out en- 
tire ecosystems, species, cultures and 
economies. 

Water is Life 

Every humyn on Earth should visit 
the desert at least once. Nowhere else 
is it more apparent that water is the 
most critical of all "natural resources." 
Where there is no water, there is no 
life. Organisms from protozoa to large 
mammals (including humyns) crowd 
around and cling to water sources. 
Any activity that compromises the in- 
tegrity of the natural water supply and 
budget for any ecosystem is antitheti- 
cal to life itself. And while we know 
that road building, clearcutting, min- 
ing, drilling, agribusiness and urban 
sprawl invariably degrade both surface 
and subsurface water supplies, it is 
not so well understood that they also 
negatively impact the most impor- 
tant water source for any ecosystem: 
precipitation. Precipitation drives he 
hydrological cycle — locally, regionally 
and globally — by recharging surface 
and subsurface water. Changes in an- 
nual precipitation in any region will 
ripple through every aspect of all eco- 
systems in and downstream of the re- 
gion directly impacted. 

The Earth's ecosystems have 
evolved over the last 10,000 years 
in a relatively stable and hospitable 
climate, as did all life within these 
ecosystems — including humyns and 
their communities and cultures. The 
climate is changing due to anthropo- 
genic global warming. Existing surface 
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and subsurface water supplies around 
the globe are endangered by pollu- 
tion, overuse and overdevelopment; 
wars are underway over this precious 
resource. And whild many, including 
most of the world's eminent scien- 
tists, recognize climate change, we 
won't know how it will change until 
it actually does — and by then it will 
be too late. - 

Superimposed onto current threats 
to the world's existing water supplies 
is the distinct probability that many 
bioregions will heat up and dry out. 
Others may cool down and dry out. 
And many of the bioregions destined 
to dry out are heavily populated. 
What will happen to those popula- 
tions when this desiccation occurs? 
Species in these regions are already 
under duress; in this unfolding sce- 
nario, they’re really in trouble! 

Forests and Climate 

We know that the Earth's forests — 
all of the Earth's forests — are the lungs 
of the planet. They replenish oxy- 
gen while removing carbon dioxide, 
methane and other greenhouse gases 
from the atmosphere. While true, 
this represents a small, albeit signifi- 
cant component of a very complex 
and poorly understood interdepen- 
dency known by western civilization 
as "ecology." 

Forests act as sponges, continuously 
trapping, storing and redistributing 
water. Much of this water is infused 
back into the atmosphere over time 
through evaporation from soil, rock, 
water and plant surfaces, as well as 
through transpiration by the trees and 
plants themselves. This water vapor 


rises with the vertical air currents as- 
sociated with storm systems crossing 
the region, enhancing the storms' in- 
tensity and precipitation generation. 
The vapor is then deposited back into 
local and regional ecosystems as pre- 
cipitation. This further enhances the 
hydrological cycle and recharges the 
water budget throughout every level 
of these natural systems. 

For example, at its western edge, 
the Amazon rainforest borders the 
eastern slopes of the Andes — thou- 
sands of miles away from the Atlantic 
Ocean and only a few hundred miles 
from the Pacific Ocean. The mois- 
ture-bringing rain that falls over the 
western Amazon does not, however, 
originate in the nearby Pacific waters, 
as the high Andes Mountains block 
the Pacific's moisture from drifting 
eastward. Rather, Atlantic moisture 
that has evapotranspirated from the 
eastern Amazon is transported west- 
ward by the tropical east-to-west 
"trade winds." The moisture lifts over 
the elevating terrain to rain on for- 
est ecosystems that lie great distances 
from their principal water source. 

Not only does this entrainment of 
moisture provide vapor for a rain- 
making weather system, it also en- 
hances the overall strength of that 
system by infusing it with latent 
heat energy released by that con- 
densing vapor. This intensifies the 
storm system by allowing it to en- 
train yet more humid air. According 
to recent research, decades of defor- 
estation have resulted in decreased 
annual rainfall across the Amazon 
Basin — especially in the West. 

continued on next page 
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Kalahari San Allowed to 
Return to Homeland 

Botswana's highest court 
ruled on December 13, that the 
San people are free to return to 
their ancestral home in the Ka- 
lahari Desert. Judges ruled two 
votes to one that their removal 
had been illegal. 

The legal battle has been a 
major test case for establishing 
the fundamental rights of indig- 
enous people. The verdict was a 
"victory for indigenous peoples 
everywhere in Africa," said Sur- 
vival International, an indig- 
enous rights advocacy group. 

The San (colonially referred to 
as the "Bushmen") were forced to 
leave the Kalahari — an area the 
size of Belgium— after De Beers, 
the world's largest diamond min- 
ing company, increased opera- 
tions in the area. 

Homeland Security Re- 
searches Radical Groups 

Ten scientists in the US intelli- 
gence community were awarded 
$200,000 in December. This is 
the second year John Negropon- 
te — now Director of National 
Intelligence, formerly the US's 
chief liaison to paramilitaries in 
Honduras — has doled out grants 
to fund innovation in intelli- 
gence gathering. 

One of the recipients has 
plans for the money that are 
of particular interest to radical 
movements 

"The plan is to sponsor a re- 
search project on the evolu- 
tion of radical movements and 
their adoption of violence as a 
strategy," said Department of 
Homeland Security's Michelle 
Keeney. She wants to document 
patterns of rhetoric or behavior 
that could be used to predict 
moves toward violence in radi- 
cal groups. 
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If this continues, it could... 





raise the earth's temperature, 
melt the polar caps and... 

inundate our coastal cities. 


There's your big, black 
picture. It s all over, man! 
There's no ex i t! The only 
way out is drugs, booze, 
the occult - or suicide. 
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continued from previous page 

Scientists have noted similar pat- 
terns in the forest ecosystems of Cen- 
tral America, Africa and elsewhere. 
Destroying native ecosystems lowers 
the annual rainfall in those areas, as 
well as in downwind regions. 

Consider the Great Plains of North 
America, one of the so-called "bread 
baskets" of the world. The weather 
systems that water the plains travel 
east across the continent from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic. Before these 
systems reach the Great Plains, they 
have traveled across the deserts, can- 
yonlands, plateaus, and mountain 
ranges of western North America, los- 
ing considerable moisture in the pro- 
cess. As they approach the Mississippi 
Valley, these storm systems begin tap- 
ping moisture from the warm waters 
of the Gulf of Mexico and the western 
Atlantic, resulting in plentiful annual 
precipitation across the eastern half 
of the continent. 

But those storm systems are 
relatively dry and dusty once they 
reach the western plains — still too 
far from the Pacific, Gulf or Atlantic 
to juice back up with moisture. 
The great forests of the Cascades, 
Sierras and Western Rockies play 
critical roles in replenishing the 
moisture content of these storm 
systems as they struggle over the 
otherwise dry, rugged terrain. If we 
continue to deforest the West, what 
will become of North America's 
most fertile land, where up to 
half the world's food is produced? 
Degrading ecosystems — particularly 
native forests — diminishes annual 
precipitation over both those 
ecosystems and the ones downwind. 


The destruction of forests and 
other vegetative ecosystems — like 
woodlands, savannahs, bogs and 
swamps — is accelerating globally 
and on a massive scale. 

The deserts of the North American 
Southwest are dry. How much drier 
would they be without the sky islands 
(isolated forest ecosystems on the cool 
mountain tops) and the grasslands 
and scrublands just below them act- 
ing as in-house water-vapor sources 
to fuel passing weather systems? 

Southern Appalachia hosts some of 
the most intricate, biodiverse forest 
ecosystems on Earth. Because they 
survived the last ice age, these ecosys- 
tems played a major role in the bio- 
logical revitalization of the continent 
after the glaciers receded 10,000 years 
ago. These forests, nestled among the 
steep, relatively high slopes and nar- 
row valleys and "hollers" of these 
ancient mountains, greatly increase 
the available water vapor in the low- 
er levels of the atmosphere. This is 
where the Great Smoky Mountains 
got their name; the fog that collects 
in the valleys, basins and vales of 
those magnificent mountains is wa- 
ter vapor trapped by the forests and 
held in place. 

Strong, low-pressure systems crossing 
the continent pull warm, humid air 
from the nearby Gulf and southwest 
Atlantic waters up over the mountains, 
bringing copious rains and occasional 
wet snowfalls. The steep, rugged terrain 
further lifts this humid air, enhancing 
precipitation over the entire bioregion. 
The fairly fertile soils and warm, wet 
climate of the last 10,000 years allowed 
the evolution of these biotic cathedrals 
that people living in Katuah have come 


to know, love and protect. If we tamper 
with that source of moisture and heat, 
what will global warming mean for 
Southern Appalachia in the coming 
decades? Clearcutting, mountaintop 
removal, strip mining, livestock 
production, motorized recreation 
and urban sprawl will heavily and 
immediately impact the precipitation 
across Appalachia — and to the east 
and northeast as well. This will happen 
even if the coal is never burned and the 
timber never processed. It's no secret 
that these activities must cease. But 
that will not be enough. In fact, that is 
not even half of the task at hand. 

Money for Restoration, not 
Devastation 

All remaining native ecosystems 
must be fully, permanently protect- 
ed. This is not open to debate. Our 
lives depend upon it. Beyond that, 
we must launch massive, long-term 
eco-restoration projects to recover as 
much of the previously existing na- 
tive ecosystems as possible. We must 
immediately begin to knock down 
superfluous structures, take out dams, 
remove roads and pavement, restore 
wetlands and waterways, replant na- 
tive flora and reintroduce certain 
native fauna. These projects must in- 
volve indigenous peoples, scientists, 
working people, students and others. 
But where will the money for such 
efforts come from? 

Remember corporate welfare, those 
taxpayer subsidies gobbled up by 
Wall Street to "develop" public lands? 
It amounts to billions and billions 
of dollars (and that's saying nothing 
of the Pentagon's budget!). While 
many of these restoration efforts 
may appear to fail at first, we must 
start somewhere and, if necessary, 
engage in a trial-and-error approach. 
In many places, these efforts may 
be wiped away by the unforeseen 
and overwhelming consequences of 
climate change. Through it all, we 
must try. We will learn much from 
our efforts. Even now, corporate 
scientists in the employ of the timber 
industry are encouraged to "forecast" 
the desiccation of remaining forest 
ecosystems in order to justify a get-the- 
cut-out-before-it-all-dies-off approach 
toward the world's remaining native 
forests. In many cases, the forests 
or wetlands will die off as a result 
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of now-inevitable climate changes, 
but they will be compost for the 
wooded savannas or prairies that 
replace them. If these ecosystems are 
denuded ahead of time, nothing will 
replace them but ecological, social, 
and economic poverty. 

Now we see the US Climate Action 
Partnership, a new alliance between 
mainstream "environmental" NGOs 
and some of corporate capitalism's 
ugliest monsters — Dupont Chemi- 
cals, General Electric, Alcoa, Cater- 
pillar, Duke Energy, Pacific Gas & 
Electric, the Florida Power & Light 
Group, PNM Resources, BP, Lehm- 
an Brothers, the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, Environmental 
Defense, the Pew Center on Glob- 
al Climate Change and the World 
Resources Institute. This is capital- 
ist carpetbagging at its worst. What 
will this new entity accomplish 
besides monopolizing the develop- 
ment and marketing rights to ev- 
ery form of alternative technology 
imaginable? 

Will "green" politicians like A1 Gore 
work to shift subsidies away from 
extractive interests and toward mas- 
sive eco-restoration efforts on pub- 
lic lands? Such subsidies would not 
only allow coordinated, locally over- 
seen responses to inevitable climate 
changes, but would also employ mil- 
lions of people currently colonized 
out of their livelihoods by the corpo- 
rate entities causing global warming. 
This could mean jobs for everyone — 
including extractive-industry work- 
ers, urban and rural poor, youth, 
immigrants and veterans. Instead of 
accruing student loan debts, youth 
could spend time working to restore 


OK, OK... I’m convinced! 

Now, you mentioned an escape. 
If there is a way out... 

! want to be in on it! 



rivers and streams, wetlands, forests, 
savannas and native species. Entire 
communities could be fitted with 
renewable energy, precipitation-har- 
vest systems, local food production 
and weather-proofed housing. Is 
Gore the savior he makes himself out 
to be? It's not likely. As vice presi- 
dent, he forgot about his book, Earth 
in the Balance. Will the US Climate 
Action Partnership help? No. The 
response to global warming is being 
commodified. 

We can no longer afford to sacrifice 
any remaining wild or semi-wild eco- 
systems. Not only that, but we can no 
longer afford to sacrifice any modi- 
fied ecosystems that have partially 
recovered from previous colonization 
and degradation. Whatever changes 
global warming brings to this planet, 
we must mitigate them through com- 
prehensive efforts toward ecosystem 
preservation and restoration. Life itself 
depends upon it. Most importantly, we 
must settle on a defining concept to 
explain "eco-restoration" to so many 
others. That defining concept is an an- 
cient and sacred one: wilderness. We 
must do our best to bring wilderness 
back throughout all our restoration 
efforts, even those in urban settings. 
Restoration equals rewilding! Let's get 
started — we're about out of time. 

Storm Waters holds B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in atmospheric science, and 
has also worked for a living. Storm is a 
Revolutionary Ecologist focusing on the 
overlap of environmental, eco-indigenous 
and humyn rights issues. He specializes 
in the interrelationships between climate 
and weather in ecosystems, wildlife, and 
wild humyn cultures. He is a co-founder 
of Rising Tide North America. 


We have take direct 
action to save the Earth 
and destroy civilization ! 


That’s our only escape! 
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Syngenta Threatens the 
Cradle of Potatoes 

Biotech corporation Syngenta 
is threatening the world's center 
of potato diversity — South Amer- 
ica’s Andes Mountains — with 
a designer potato that sprouts 
only after application of a par- 
ticular chemical. 

In response to the possibility 
that any of the 4,000 unique 
varieties of potatoes could be- 
come contaminated, a coali- 
tion of indigenous Andean 
farmers launched an interna- 
tional protest against Syngenta 
on January 12. 

"Syngenta disregards our cul- 
ture, values and our right to use 
the tubers that our peoples have 
nurtured for millennia," said 
Alejandro Argumedo of Asoci- 
acion Andes. 

"We feel greatly disrespected by 
corporations that make a single 
genetic alteration to a plant and 
then claim private ownership, 
when these plants are the result 
of thousands of years of careful 
breeding by indigenous people,” 
he added. 

FDA Approves Eating 
Flesh and Liquids from 
Cloned Animals 

In a December 28 report, the US 
Food and Drug Administration 
ruled that consuming the bod- 
ies and milk of cloned animals is 
safe for humans. The agency also 
said that it would not require 
distributors and manufacturers 
to label products that contain 
cloned meat or milk. 

Since the advent of animal 
cloning, the government has 
asked farmers to keep products 
from cloned animals off the mar- 
ket, but there is no enforcement 
mechanism for this request. In 
the wake of this report, food 
safety advocates fear that cloned 
products will soon enter the US 
food supply. 
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Dooda Desert Rock! 


by Elouise Brown 

On December 12, the citizens of 
Burnham, New Mexico, put their 
collective foot down in opposition 
to the proposed Desert Rock power 
plant. This facility would be the 
third coal plant within a 20-mile ra- 
dius and the third economic hit to 
the impoverished Navajo (Dine) Na- 
tion. Is a people's culture and tradi- 
tion really worth the annual $50 
million that would be taxed for toxic 
emissions during the first four years 
of operation? 

Toxic emissions levels 
from industry are already 
lethal in the region. Local 
citizens and non-profit or- 
ganizations have compiled 
statistics about health care, 
insurance, financial stabil- 
ity and environmental is- 
sues. They have looked at 
endangered cultural philos- 
ophies in an industrial ex- 
istence. The people cannot 
afford another suicidal de- 
cision on a power plant with disputed 
benefits for the community. The price 
will be high for the Dine. We will pay 
with our lungs, our health, our de- 
scendents and the land that defines 
our people. 

Dooda means "absolutely no!" in 
Dine. Dooda Desert Rock (DDR) is a 


grassroots movement to defend Dine 
elders' livelihoods and existence. 
These are things that define the expe- 
rience and function of a fading peo- 
ple. They define the very purpose of 
being Dine. It is inclusive to all peo- 
ple who appreciate the ground they 
walk on. Educated youth, traditional 
elders, environmentalists and wildlife 
conservationists have pulled together 
to make this effort a multicultural 
and multigenerational fight against 
the deadly impacts of coal-fired pow- 
er plants everywhere. 


The DDR movement has been in 
existence for the last three years but 
has rapidly accelerated since Decem- 
ber 12. This acceleration is the direct 
result of intervention from the elders, 
who would be forced to relocate for a 
minimum of 40 years if the coal plant 
is built. They would have to abandon 


their homeland, ancestral burial sites, 
sacred prayer locations and animal 
feeding grounds, all for the sake of the 
400 permanent jobs the plant would 
bring. Divided up, these jobs translate 
to $16 per individual per month, but 
how long would that last? 

Coal-fired power plants are a dan- 
gerous and obsolete form of industri- 
al technology in a world of possible 
alternatives. Is a human soul worth 
$16 a month? Would you sell your 
backyard for the construction of 
a toxic facility? Do we still have a 
voice in our nation? Is our 
health still considered? 
Why do we elect officials 
if we have no say? Think 
about how our kids will feel 
while wearing goggles and 
an oxygen mask, knowing 
their lives will be shorter 
than their parents'. 

The people of DDR have 
asked these questions, in 
the Dine language, to the 
Dine elders who would be 
directly impacted in Burn- 
ham. Various local and worldwide or- 
ganizations oppose this coal-burning 
site. The $2.3 billion and 580 acres on 
the Navajo Reservation that would 
be used for the plant should be used 
for environmentally friendly projects 
that would help the people and the 
nation as a whole. 
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Elders and local residents were not 
informed of the progress or status of 
the proposed Desert Rock project. It 
is not a done deal. The sole purpose 
of DDR is to defend and preserve our 
lands, water, air and people — not for 
ourselves but for generations to come. 
Our core philosophy is to protect our 
future from within — not with corpo- 
rate bias, political influence or self- 
destructive economic development. 
We want cultural preservation for all 
humanity, equal and alike. 

As a resident of the Earth, you are 
involved. Maybe you are not directly 
involved now, but eventually you or 
your children will be. We extend our 


gratitude to our supporters for all of 
your contributions. We welcome all 
who wish to save sacred indigenous 
lands from corporate intrusion. 

To learn more about our struggle, 
visit www.desert-rock-blog.com. 

Ms. Elouise Brown is a full-blooded 
Navajo army veteran born Tachii'nii, 
for Ashiihii, matrilineal Kiiyaa'aanii, 
patrilineal Ta’neeszahnii from Little- 
water, New Mexico (located in the 
northeastern region of the Navajo Res- 
ervation). Ms. Brown is a lifelong advo- 
cate for human rights and indigenous 
rights, and is a cultural traditional- 
ist, who now serves as the president of 
Dooda Desert Rock. 


Resistance Grows to 


Proposed Coal-Fired Power 
Plant on Navajo Nation Land 


BY TEMPLE? 

In late 2006, drilling for the en- 
vironmental impact statement of a 
massive new coal-fired power plant 
began on Dine elder Alice Gilmore's 
grazing land near Burnham, New 
Mexico. The drilling started with- 
out Gilmore's knowledge or consent, 
and company workers and police re- 
fused her requests to see permits. Two 
weeks later, on December 12, Dine 
elders and youth set up a blockade 
on an access road to the drilling site. 
Restraining orders were served shortly 
after, and protesters were forced to a 
different location, which has now be- 
come a permanent protest camp. 

Dine Power Authority (DPA) and 
Sithe Global are behind the proposed 
15,000 megawatt plant. Two other 
coal-fired plants, Four Corners and 
San Juan, are within a 20 mile radius 
and already send a cloud of brown 
smog over the northern horizon. If 
Desert Rock is built, it would send an 
additional 10.5 million tons of green- 
house gases into the atmosphere per 
year, including carbon dioxide, nitro- 
gen oxide, sulfur oxide and mercury. 
This would increase New Mexico's net 
emissions by 16 percent. 

Sithe claims the plant and the 
nearby strip mine will bring 1,000 


temporary construction jobs and 
400 permanent jobs. But who will be 
working these jobs? It will not likely 
be residents of the Burnham area. 
This is not just an environmental 
issue, but an example of ongoing 
cultural genocide that the US and its 
business interests have been waging 
against native peoples for centuries. 
The proposed 580-acre construction 
site currently contains homes, an- 
cestral burial sites, sacred prayer lo- 
cations, farmland and grazing lands. 
The overwhelming majority of the 
power produced by existing plants 
is exported to huge cities, such as 
Phoenix and Las Vegas. The power 
will not be sold to California because 
it does not meet the state's clean en- 
ergy standards. All the while, many 
residents in rural areas of the res- 
ervation live without electricity or 
running water. 

On January 20, the resisters moved 
their camp back to its original site, 
where they have been their under 
24-hour police surveillance. Support 
is still needed! Food, money and fire- 
wood are helpful, and people pres- 
ence is important! 

For more information, visit www. 
desert-rock-blog.com. 

temple? would like to give mad props 
and much love to the Fresno crew. 
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Mountain Lion Hunts Face 
New Setback in Arizona 

The US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice (FWS) has announced it is 
scrapping a planned mountain 
lion hunt in Arizona's Kofa Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge. 

A federal court ruled in Au- 
gust that the FWS must analyze 
the cumulative impact before it 
opens refuges to hunting. Re- 
gardless, in December, the agen- 
cy announced plans for a hunt. 
But a few days after the public 
comment period expired, Ref- 
uge Manager Paul Comes said 
the hunt had been suspended so 
the FWS could concentrate on 
preparing new cumulative im- 
pact guidelines. 

The FWS and Arizona Game 
and Fish Department have faced 
serious opposition to mountain 
lion hunts in the past, including 
hunt sabotage by Chuk'shon EF! 
(see EF!J May-June 2004). 

Rare Batfish Found to Be 
Super-Cleaner of Coral 
Reefs 

The rare batfish was discovered 
to be the only one of the 27 fish 
species studied that removes the 
thickest growths of algae in the 
Great Barrier Reef in Australia. 
Other fish have been known for 
their reef-cleaning abilities, but a 
study released on December 20, 
announced that the batfish is 
the only fish that can clear out 
the problem blooms that can 
overrun and kill a reef. That the 
batfish is so rare is troubling for 
efforts to remediate coral reefs. 

"It's like a garden," said David 
Bellwood, one of the study's au- 
thors. "You use a lawn mower to 
keep grass under control, but if 
you neglect it for too long, trees 
will grow and then you need a 
chainsaw. [The batfish is] an un- 
derwater version of a chainsaw." 
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Repression and Continuing Resistance in Oaxaca 


by Barucha Calamity Peller 

In an attempt to finally do away 
with the months of uprisings in Oaxa- 
ca, the dirty war-style repression used 
by the Mexican government increased 
on November 25 and the follow- 
ing weeks (see EF!J January-February 
2007). Torture, disappearances, fabri- 
cated confessions extracted from po- 
litical prisoners, arbitrary detentions, 
assassinations and threats are among 
the many tactics the Mexican govern- 
ment has used to repress dissent in 
Oaxaca. More than 200 people were 
arrested during and after the battle 
on November 25. Of those prisoners, 
60 are still imprisoned today. Many of 
the Oaxaca movement's participants 
remain in hiding or are on the run. 


The immediate pretext for the in- 
creased repression was the massive 
march that took place on November 
25. The seventh mareh of its kind, it 
drew hundreds of thousands of Oaxa- 
cans, who marched seven miles into 
Oaxaca City's zocalo (central square), 
which had been occupied by thou- 
sands of Preventive Federal Police 
(PFP) for nearly a month. The pro- 
testers set up barricades around city 
blocks where police, flanked by water 
tanks, stood in full riot gear. Although 
the plan was to surround police and 
camp for 48 hours in the center of the 
city, a skirmish erupted when police 
shot tear gas at protesters. During the 
seven-hour battle that followed, po- 
lice began to advance outwards from 
the zocalo toward the People's Popular 
Assembly of Oaxaca 
(APPO) encampment 
in Santo Domingo 
Plaza and were met by 
the militant resistance 
of the Oaxacan people. 
During the battle, 36 
government buildings 
and expensive hotels 
were set on fire. By 
nighttime, the protest- 
ers were forced to re- 
treat and the PFP, soon 
to be joined by the Fed- 
eral Investigative Agen- 
cy and state and local 
police, began a massive 
operation that spread 
out over the entire city. 
That night alone, more 
than 200 people were 
arrested, 25 were dis- 
f appeared, and at least 
1 three were killed by 

N .... 

£ paramilitaries. 

I Following the night 
^ of November 25, the 
insurrection in Oaxaca 



went into hiding; many people stayed 
inside houses or left the state com- 
pletely. The government issued more 
than 600 federal warrants for the 
movements' participants and their 
families. Police carried out numerous 
house raids, entering private homes 
and arresting the people inside. They 
entered schools in search of teachers 
from a chapter of the National Edu- 
cation Workers' Union and terror- 
ized the school children. More than 
one hundred political prisoners were 
taken by helicopter and airplane to a 
prison in the state of Nayarit, north 
of Oaxaca. There, they were kept out 
of communication with the outside 
world for several weeks before being 
transferred back to Oaxaca. 

In light of this repression, the 
movement shifted its focus onto the 
hundreds of political prisoners who 
are suffering both physical and psy- 
chological torture — including rape, 
constant beatings, threats to assas- 
sinate family members and electrical 
shocks. In early January, the Mexi- 
can newspaper La Jornada reported 
that 16 male movement prisoners 
had been raped inside prison. Po- 
lice and government agents forced 
prisoners to sign fabricated confes- 
sions stating that people critical of 
the state's repression, such as human 
rights activists, had paid them to 
burn government buildings. Police 
have attempted to extract informa- 
tion from the prisoners, demanding 
to know the whereabouts of other 
movement participants and the iden- 
tities of people in photos, threaten- 
ing to assassinate prisoners' family 
members for non-compliance. 

Among the prisoners, there are 
people who were never involved in 
the movement but were taken off 
the street by police on November 25 
or the following days. There have 
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also been arrests of so-called APPO 
“leaders" that the government has 
identified, such as Flavio Sosa, who 
was arrested in Mexico City in early 
December. These arrests were incon- 
sequential in terms of quieting the 
movement, since the Oaxaca uprising 
has been widespread and largely non- 
hierarchical. 

Juan Carlos Garcia Cruz, for ex- 
ample, was taken off the streets in 
mid -January and driven to a remote 
place outside of the city, where the 
police beat him until he passed out, 
placed a gun in his hand and took 
photos. He now faces charges relat- 
ing to carrying arms. Among the 
prisoners still remaining in jail for 


mostly young anarchists and university 
students. Similarly, Governor Ulises 
Ruiz has blamed people from outside 
of Oaxaca. 

On January 8, the PFP handed over 
control of Oaxaca City's zocalo to 
4,000 state police. Solidarity encamp- 
ments that had been set up outside 
the prisons were violently evicted 
by state police during the month of 
January. Dozens of friends and family 
members of prisoners were arrested 
at these encampments but released a 
short time later. 

Despite the continuing deaths, 
disappearances, threats and arbi- 
trary detentions, the Oaxacan move- 
ment continues. On February 3, 



A Oaxacan woman confronts the PFP with a mirror reading, "We are rapists. 


crimes allegedly committed on No- 
vember 25 are two anarchists, Oscar 
Santa Maria Caro and Sacramento 
Delfino Cano Hernandez, who were 
arrested on November 30. Santa 
Maria is a known member of Resis- 
tance Against Animal Torture. They 
face multiple charges, have endured 
physical and mental torture in jail, 
and have been told that female pris- 
oners will be raped if they do not 
confess their crimes. Both face bails 
of more than $20,000. 

The attorney general of Mexico has 
made a statement based on information 
from the military and the security 
departments. He says those responsible 
for the damage on November 25 were 


another giant march was held, draw- 
ing 150,000 people and showing 
that the resistance remains popular 
and widespread, despite repression. 
People continue to organize despite 
the government's tactic of arresting 
movement "leaders." 

For more information or to donate 
to the anarchist political prisoners, visit 
www.noestamostodxs.blogspot.com. 

Write to eco-anarchist prisoners Os- 
car Santa Maria Caro and Sacramento 
Delfino Cano Hernandez at CERESO, 
Miahuatlan de Porfirio Diaz, Oaxaca 
en Hall B, Cell 5, Mexico. 

Calamity has been stirring up trouble 
in the Americas for the better part of a 
decade now. 
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Australia's Worst Earth- 
quake Caused by Mining 

The most damaging earth- 
quake in Australia's history was 
recently determined to have been 
caused by humans. Killing 13 
people, injuring 160 and causing 
$3.5 billion of damage, the 5.6- 
magnitude quake resulted from 
changes in tectonic forces caused 
by 200 years of underground 
coal mining. 

The new findings on the 
quake— which struck Newcastle, 
New South Wales, on December 
28, 1989 — came from Christian 
Klose of Columbia University's 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Obser- 
vatory. Klose added that the 
monetary damage done by the 
earthquake exceeded the total 
value of the coal extracted in 
the area. 

Klamath River Dams May 
Be Removed 

The Department of the Inte- 
rior and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service ruled on Janu- 
ary 30, that four dams along the 
Klamath River must be modified 
or removed to allow passage for 
salmon. Located on the Oregon- 
California border, the river was 
once home to the third-largest 
salmon runs in the West. 

PacifiCorp, the Portland, Or- 
egon-based energy company 
that owns the dams, is respon- 
sible for complying with the 
ruling. Modifying the dams 
would cost an estimated $300 
million, while removing them 
would cost $101 million less. 
Although PacifiCorp has threat- 
ened to raise energy rates to 
cover costs regardless of their 
decision, they are under con- 
siderable pressure from custom- 
ers and taxpayers to choose the 
cheaper removal option. 
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TlERRA Y LIBERTAD : LAND, 

Colonialism and the 
Struggle in Oaxaca 


by Sean Donahue 

Images from Oaxaca have fueled the 
imaginations of activists around the 
world — people pouring into Oaxaca 
City to defend striking teachers and 
drive the police out; women banging 
on pots and pans, marching into tele- 
vision and radio stations, and taking 
over the airwaves; people building 
barricades to protect their neigh- 
borhoods from paramilitary thugs; 
pitched street battles with riot police. 

But the struggle in Oaxaca is not 
primarily an urban one. The move- 
ment that took control of Oaxaca City 
has taken hold in rural communities 
throughout Oaxaca, where people 
have driven out corrupt municipal 
governments and even some foreign 


corporations, and revived traditional 
indigenous forms of government. 
And though the uprising was sparked 
by the government's brutal repression 
of a teachers' strike, it has grown into 
a movement against an economic 
system that has devastated Oaxaca’s 
ecology and people. 


In reality, it's the continuation of 
a struggle that began with the Span- 
ish conquest of Mexico and the rise 
of capitalism in Europe, a struggle 
between an ideology that sees the 
world as a collection of commodi- 
ties to be bought, sold and exploited 
to maximize profits, and a group of 
much older cultures that value the 
deep connections between land and 
people. The Spanish conquest of 
Mexico coincided with the height of 
the witch burnings in Europe. In both 
Europe and the Americas, the eradica- 
tion of sacred traditions that saw the 
world as alive was necessary to trans- 
form the land and the minerals be- 
neath it into commodities. On three 
continents, the intertwined powers 
of church and state jailed, tortured 


and executed practitioners of nature- 
based religions, and divided up the 
land among the members of a rising 
white middle class. 

Anarcha-pagan author Starhawk 
describes some of the forces at work: 
"In the 16th and 17th centuries in 
Europe, new economic stresses caused 


by the influx of gold from the Ameri- 
cas challenged the power of the old 
ruling classes, which was based on 
land. A new power began to arise, 
based on money, trade and the begin- 
nings of capitalism. With it came a 
new ideology: the mechanistiSTnodel 
of the universe, which saw the world 
as made up of separate objects that 
had no inherent life, could be viewed 
and examined in isolation from one 
another, and could be exploited with- 
out constraint. For this new econom- 
ic order to be accepted, old ideas of 
the dynamic interrelatedness of the 
universe and the sacredness of nature 
needed to be broken down." 

The same ideology that drove witch 
hunts in Europe led British, French, 
Spanish and Portuguese coloniz- 
ers to try to wipe out the traditional 
religions of the Americas. But that 
conquest never fully succeeded in 
southern Mexico, where indigenous 
languages, religions and values have 
survived 500 years of genocide. And 
as a result, the question of communal 
land has remained a contested one 
throughout Mexican history. 

During the Mexican Revolution 
of 1910, Emiliano Zapata united an 
army of mostly indigenous people 
from throughout southern Mexico 
around Oaxacan anarchist Ricardo 
Flores Magon's demand for "Tierra y 
I Libertad" ("Land and Freedom"). The 
f Mexican government had given away 
1 massive amounts of land to foreign 
corporations, leaving many landless, 
homeless and unable to grow enough 
food to feed their families. Though 
Zapata's forces never achieved full 
victory, they succeeded in forcing the 
government to launch a program of 
agrarian reform that returned land 
to the poor and declared that certain 
land couldn't be leased or sold, only 
passed down in a family from genera- 
tion to generation. Those rules were 
enshrined in the 1917 constitution. 



Indigenous Triqui women march in Oaxaca. 
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Students resist the PFP in Oaxaca's streets. 


Rural revolts in the 1970s forced the 
Mexican government to allow poor 
communities to invade large tracts 
of land owned by foreigners and give 
those communities collective title to 
the land. 

But all of that changed in the 1990s. 
No longer held back by its struggle 
against communism, global capital- 
ism sought total global dominance. 
Having pillaged much of the Earth, 
corporations hungry for timber, min- 
erals, oil and land pushed into areas 
that had previously eluded control, 
causing direct confrontation with 
surviving and resurgent cultures that 
remember the Earth is alive. 

In order to clear the way for the imple- 
mentation of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), President 
Carlos Salinas amended the constitu- 
tion in 1991, making all land subject to 
sale and lease, and allowing all land to 
be used as collateral for loans. 

Throughout Oaxaca, corrupt mu- 
nicipal governments began selling off 
collective lands to corporations. Coca- 
Cola came looking for water. Mining 
companies including Kennecott Ex- 
ploration, Continuum Resources and 
Fortuna Silver came looking for ura- 
nium, silver and gold. Boise Cascade 
and International Paper bought up 
land for eucalyptus plantations. Har- 
ken and Duke Energy planned mas- 
sive hydroelectric projects to power 
the sweatshops of Central America 
and northern Mexico. Developers 
built gated communities for foreign 
executives and US retirees coming 
into the region and profiting from 
the corruption. The new develop- 
ments depleted aquifers and dumped 
sewage into cornfields. When people 
spoke out, they were beaten, threat- 
ened or jailed on false charges. Even 
before last Summer's uprising, Oaxaca 
had far more political prisoners than 
most other Mexican states. 

Then came the collapse of the corn 
market. People have grown corn in 
Oaxaca for 10,000 years. It is the ba- 
sic staple of people's diet and plays 
a central role in traditional cultures. 
After NAFTA was passed, massive cor- 
porate farms from the US Midwest 
began dumping cheap corn on the 
Mexican market. US taxpayers subsi- 
dized the corporations' purchase of 
massive amounts of petrochemicals 
to increase their yield, and Oaxacan 


farmers simply couldn't compete. 
They took out loans to try to survive, 
defaulted and lost their land. 

To add insult to injury, much of 
the corn that arrived from the US 
was genetically modified (GM). Some 
of it had even been labeled unfit for 
human consumption. When farmers 
tried using some of the GM corn as 
seed, the pollen from their GM crops 
drifted into neighboring fields, con- 
taminating the oldest corn strains in 
the world. Some communities have 
enlisted elders to identify and destroy 
com plants that don't look familiar, 
but it may be too late. Genetic drift 
can be very hard to contain, and cer- 
tainly other species have been con- 
taminated as well. 

And so hundreds of thousands of 
young Oaxacans were forced to leave 
home to look for work in sweatshops 
in northern Mexico or in the fields, 
factories, warehouses, restaurants and 
hotels of the US. Families that have 
been on the same land for thousands 
of years, communities that resisted 
the invasion of the Aztec Empire and 
survived Spanish attempts to assimi- 
late them or wipe them out, are now 
witnessing the loss of an entire gener- 
ation, forced to leave the land and the 
culture that grows from it. In many 
communities, the only young people 
left are the handful who were able to 
go to the university, become teachers 
and return home. 

Miguel Angel Vasquez, of the Oaxaca 
City-based human rights and popular 


education group EDUCA, says, "If mi- 
gration is the individual response to 
this economic crisis, then the conflict 
in Oaxaca is an example of a collec- 
tive response." 

After helping city-dwellers take 
control of the state capital in June, 
many rural Oaxacans brought the 
struggle home to their communities. 
Fourteen counties have established 
autonomous governments. They are 
demanding new forms of develop- 
ment that respect the Earth, their 
culture and their human rights. And 
while police have, for the most part, 
regained control of Oaxaca City, put- 
ting down the rebellion in the coun- 
tryside is much harder. 

Right now, Oaxacans are on the 
frontlines of a struggle against a glob- 
al economic order that is killing their 
culture and killing the Earth. Just as 
Oaxacans took the struggle from the 
city back to their own communities, 
we need to bring the struggle north, 
opening new fronts by taking ac- 
tion against the corporations that are 
profiting from exploiting Oaxaca's 
mountains, rivers and forests. As Za- 
patista Subcomandante Marcos has 
said, "Oaxaca is not just an emergen- 
cy, it is an example to be followed." 

Sean Donahue is a poet, activist and 
freelance journalist living in Bangor, 
Maine. He was active in the Massachu- 
setts Earth First! campaign to defend 
Mount Wachusett. He traveled to Oaxaca 
with a human rights delegation in Decem- 
ber and hopes to return later this year. 
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THIS IS WIIAT 
DEVELOPMENT 
LOOKS LIKE 



by Dawn Paley 

Infamous for hosting a large nickel 
mining project from the early '60s un- 
til the mid-'80s ( the area surrounding 
the town of El Estor, in northeastern 
Guatemala, is back in the spotlight. 
Three years ago, Vancouver, Canada- 
based Skye Resources took up the reins 
of its predecessors, promising another 
round of development and jobs for 
local people. For the locals, however, 
round after round of violent evictions 
are the most striking characteristic of 
the mining compa- 
ny's presence in the 
region. In response, 
many people are re- 
claiming the land 
that has been stolen 
from them. 

In mid-Septem- 
ber, after years 
of living five or 
more families to 
a lot in the over- 
crowded town of 
Chichipate, more 
than 400 families 
moved onto lands 
owned by the Gua- 
temalan nickel 
company Compa- 
nia Guatemalteca 
de Niquel (CGN), a 
subsidiary of Skye 
Resources. The vast majority of the 
people who have taken part in these 
"land invasions" are Mayan Q'eqchi' 
campesinos. Their principal desire 
is to have enough land to support 
their families through subsistence 
agriculture. 

Barrio Revolucion is one of the 
newly settled communities that has 
sprung up in recent months on his- 
torically unused and unproductive 
lands. In spite of severe adversity, 
including forced evictions, commu- 
nity members have built and rebuilt 


thatched-roof houses and a commu- 
nal hall, organized regular meetings 
and started planting corn and beans. 

I first visited Revolucion in early 
December, shortly after the first evic- 
tion. There was a tangible sense of 
hope in the air. 

Elder Dona Fidelia explained at the 
time, "We are recuperating our lands, 
not invading them. Some of us were 
born on these lands, before any min- 
ing company arrived in the area. [The 
nickel companies were] not here first, 
our parents were." In 2004, the nickel 


company EXMIBAL, in the region 
since the '60s, was bought by Skye Re- 
sources and began exploration on the 
renamed Fenix Project as CGN. 

In the heart of Revolucion, the 
community cemetery bears testament 
to Fidelia's words, with headstones 
dating back to the 1920s. When EX- 
MIBAL began to buy and clear lands 
in the '60s, the people living there 
were coaxed or forced out; some were 
murdered. In a steady voice, Fidelia 
explains what happened to her par- 
ents, who "physically participated 


in defending their lands — activities 
they paid for with their lives." Stories 
such as Fidelia's are not out of the or- 
dinary for the campesino population 
in the area, many of whom fyave lost 
friends, leaders and families in the 
internal armed conflict that plagued 
Guatemala for 36 years. 

Although some things have un- 
doubtedly changed since the signing of 
the Peace Accords in 1996, CGN-Skye 
Resources has worked to maintain a cli- 
mate of fear and uncertainty, particu- 
larly since land reoccupations began in 
September. Locals I 
met with in Decem- 
ber told of biweekly 
helicopter fly-overs, 
fruitless meetings 
with company repre- 
sentatives who would 
not allow commu- 
nity members to 
bring legal represen- 
,, tation or translators, 
| and the horrifying 
s night of November 
! 12, when hundreds 

| of police and army 
| personnel arrived to 
| remove people from 
1 the lands. 

This first eviction 
was carried out il- 
legally, without a 
judicial order. In 
statements reminiscent of the days of 
EXMIBAL, eyewitnesses related that 
groups of police and soldiers were de- 
ployed from within the boundaries of 
company property — some using com- 
pany vehicles — to evict people from 
their homes. 

Revolucion was faced with a second 
eviction order in late December. This 
Christmastime eviction appeared to be 
an attempt by CGN-Skye Resources to 
"go legal" — to follow the procedures for 
eviction from private land as dictated 
by Guatemalan law. On the morning 



A house in Barrio Revolucion is set ablaze. 
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of December 27, the people in Revolu- 
tion were organized and expecting the 
worst. It was only by listening to a lo- 
cal radio station that residents learned 
the eviction would not take place. The 
sense of relief was fleet- 
ing, however. Another 
eviction notice was 
filed for January 8. 

In El Estor on the 
evening of January 
7, it was evident that 
something was amiss. 

Dozens of police ve- 
hicles clogged the 
thoroughfares of the 
nearby town of Rio 
Dulce. It was clear 
that evictions were 
imminent. 

Mustering at the 
headquarters of CGN- 
Skye Resources at eight 
the next morning, 

430 police — support- 
ed by approximately 
200 members of the 
military — traveled the road to Bar- 
rio Union, a reoccupied community 
made up of about 70 families. Public 
prosecutor Rafael Andrade Escobar 
read the eviction notice. The com- 
munity was given time to vacate, and 
houses were dismantled by CGN-Skye 
Resources workers. 

A second eviction happened later 
that day in a community called La 
Pista, where residents had decided to 
vacate before the police arrived. Their 
structures were dismantled with less 
care than in Union, and some were 
burned. As night fell, locals speculat- 
ed about the eviction of Revolution. 

The morning of January 9, the po- 
lice and army mustered again at the 
CGN-Skye Resources headquarters. 
Police trucks lined the road in a grim 
parade, stretching for hundreds of 
yards, each carrying four or more 
heavily armed, black-clad policemen. 
Armed private security guards rode 
in a white pickup, wearing company 
shirts. Other security guards were po- 
sitioned on the cliffs along the road- 
side. From above, a helicopter carried 
out flyovers of Barrios Revolution and 
La Paz. At about 9:45 a.m., the convoy 
began to roll toward Revolution. 

Instead of sending a public pros- 
ecutor to read an eviction order, 
elite squads of riot police entered 


the community, moving up the river 
that runs through the center of the 
community. Police then encircled 
the area, closing the people of Revo- 
lution into the western portion of 


the community, where many were 
congregated in the meeting hall. 

Surrounded by police, about 50 peo- 
ple waited for the public prosecutor to 
read them the eviction notice. Among 
them were about a dozen women — in- 
cluding a mother holding her infant — 
and a few younger children. 

In the distance, an orange spot ap- 
peared. As it grew, brown smoke began 
to rise up into the air; a house on the 
other side of the river was burning. 

Public prosecutor Andrade stood 
aside while a second house was set 
on fire, and then a third. He claimed 
that there was no signal on his cell 
phone, so he could not order his men 
to stop burning. He claimed that he 
would have the Public Ministry press 
charges against the company employ- 
ees that were burning the houses in 
Revolution. 

When asked why company em- 
ployees were burning homes, An- 
drade responded, "I handed authority 
over that section of the area over to a 
[CGN-Skye Resources] lawyer." 

After nearly every home in the east- 
ern section of Revolution was on fire, 
the two dozen people hired by the 
company to destroy homes finally 
stopped. While heat continued to radi- 
ate from the smoldering structures, ap- 
proximately 60 members of the army 


filed across the field and into the forest 
surrounding the community. Ceasar 
Bora, of the National Indigenous and 
Campesino Coordination Committee, 
described the situation as having "the 
same characteristics 
that we saw in many 
other cases during the 
internal conflict [in 
the 1980s]." 

Their houses now 
reduced to charred 
wood, the commu- 
nity remained sealed 
in by the police and 
army while Andrade 
ordered the residents 
of Revolution to dis- 
mantle the remain- 
ing homes. 

Speaking as tears 
ran down his face, 
one man said, "They 
just burned my home. 
Where will my chil- 
dren sleep tonight?" 
Andrade quickly 
left to carry out a fourth eviction, in 
La Paz. After the disaster in Revolu- 
tion, the eviction in La Paz seemed 
peaceful, though the legal grounds 
for it were heavily contested. 

More evictions were planned for the 
coming days. Hundreds of campesino 
families had been made homeless in 
less than 48 hours. As the afternoon 
wore on, the people of Revolution 
and La Paz tirelessly dismantled the 
remaining homes under heavy police 
supervision. A sprinkle of rain turned 
into a heavy afternoon shower, and 
there was nowhere to go for shelter. As 
the people of these communities stood 
alongside the highway with their be- 
longings, one thought was universal: 
"Development brings eviction. Devel- 
opment brings displacement." 

Even as community members deal 
with the loss of their homes and pos- 
sessions, the depth of their desire to 
live sustainably from the land remains 
profound. Unless the company and 
the government of Guatemala radical- 
ly change their strategy, or the Cana- 
dian government decides to intervene 
with the activities of Skye Resources in 
Guatemala, this conflict will intensify. 

Welcome to 2007. This is what de- 
velopment looks like. 

Dawn Paley is an independent journalist 
from Vancouver, British Columbia. 



A Q'eqchi’ woinyn argues to save her home. 
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BY DONNY 

Guatemala has a long history of be- 
ing ravaged by metal mining. Com- 
panies from the Global North, most 
recently and notably Canadian com- 
panies, think they can come into 
Guatemala and do whatever they 
want. So far, that seems to be dis- 
turbingly close to the truth. 

With impunity, they steal land that 
families have lived on for generations. 
They poison the rivers and the soil. 
They hire paramilitaries — company 
workers, if you ask them — to terrorize 
communities. Sadly, this is nothing 
new, and an end doesn't seem to be 
in sight. 

Glamis Gold is a Canadian mining 
company operating a large open-pit 
mine, called Marlin, near the munici- 
palities of Sipakapa and San Miguel 
Ixtahuacan in San Marcos, Guate- 
mala. Marlin is the largest gold mine 
in Central America, with gross annual 
earnings of $1 billion. 

In the nearby communities, people's 
lives have changed drastically for the 
worse since the mine came in 2002. 
Water sources have become contami- 
nated with cyanide and heavy metals, 


products of gold mining that often 
spill out of their pits and into the 
surrounding ecosystem. 

Many communities have grown 
used to drinking water laced with ar- 
senic, mercury and lead. Others don't 
even have it that good, and need to 
travel to other communities to get 
ahold of potable water. The contami- 
nated water, of course, affects the 
health of the crops that people grow 
for subsistence. 

Imagine what living like this does 
to a persyn's health— especially in 
areas where it's difficult to get ac- 
cess to decent health care, even if 
someone can afford it. Quality hos- 
pitals are few and far between, and 
often don't have the resources to 
deal with the grave illnesses caused 
by the metal mining. 

Because of the obvious negative im- 
pacts, these mines typically face resis- 
tance from the locals. In addition to 
other tactics, it's not uncommon for 
the affected communities to hold a 
vote on whether to allow a mine in 
the area. Overwhelmingly, the com- 
munities will reject the mine — but 
even legally binding tallies rarely 
seem to affect whether or not the 


mining company moves ahead with 
its plans. In the end, the communities 
with the strongest opposition prove 
to be the communities that face the 
harshest repression. 

Barrio Revolution is a prime exam- 
ple of this pattern (see page 20). At the 
turn of the new year, it was one of the 
largest and most organized communi- 
ties to be affected by Canadian nickel 
mining company Skye Resources. 
Since then, it has been burned to the 
ground and seen its residents harassed 
and intimidated by pickup trucks full 
of men with guns. The situation was 
essentially given the government's 
blessing by the presence of a public 
prosecutor, who was in charge of car- 
rying out the eviction notice used as 
justification for the repression. 

Rape and murder have also been 
committed by the thugs hired by 
these northern metal mining com- 
panies. Whether the perpetrators 
are police, the army or people from 
communities disconnected and far 
away enough to take the blood 
money offered by the mining com- 
panies, local people are suffering 
so that metals and profits can be 
extracted from their land. 
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Alaska Highway Given New Direction 

Alaska's Lynn Canal Highway was given a new and more 
appropriate direction early last Winter, when a group of 
so-called vandals yanked alignment stakes, flagging and 
survey control points along 11,300 feet of highway, caus- 
ing $37,000 of damage. If they get their way, the new di- 
rection for this highway will be straight down. 

The Lynn Canal project entails cutting a roundabout 
highway through some of Alaska's most beautiful and 
rugged countryside, opening up potentially oil-rich areas 
that were, until recently, inaccessible (see EF!J November- 
December 2006). 

Direct Action Stalls Gas Pipeline Construction 

For many months, Welsh activists have been using di- 
rect action to stop the construction of National Grid's new 
gas pipeline. 

In November, several activists entered the village of 
Trebanos and occupied the unfinished pipeline for more 
than a week. 


On January 9, a group of activists occupyied a crosswalk 
on the Trebanos construction site's access road. Construc- 
tion was stalled off and on for three weeks, until five ac- 
tivists were arrested in the same crosswalk on January 31. 
Activists locked down to cranes at another pipeline con- 
struction site in Alltwen on January 16. Work was stalled 
for more than five hours. 

The unfinished pipeline is slated to be Europe's larg- 
est — up to 150 miles long and as wide as a highway. It has 
already cut through numerous ancient forests, farms and 
residential areas, often after locals were misled about the 
company's intentions. 

Shell-Sponsored Art Exhibit Receives Makeover 

Shell's annual "Wildlife Photographer of the Year" exhi- 
bition, held at the London Natural History Museum, was 
corrected this year when activists splattered thick, black 
oil across the glass fronts of the exhibition's photos. The 
Shell-sponsored photos were color shots of the same pris- 
tine wildlife that is threatened by the company's constant 
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The environmental destruction 
caused by Marlin and other open-pit 
mining projects in Guatemala is mas- 
sive, considering that there were 418 
mining exploration licenses active 
at the end of 2004 alone. The 
damage comes in three basic 
stages: exploration and survey- 
ing, extraction, and treatment 
of the minerals. 

The exploration stage in- 
volves the preparation and 
construction of access roads 
and base production camps, 
formation and widening of 
wells, and sample taking — all 
of which have severe ecologi- 
cal impacts. 

Extraction is when most Of 
the irreversible destruction oc- 
curs; hills and mountains are de- 
stroyed. During the treatment phase, 
toxic chemicals like cyanide, lead and 
zinc are used to separate the profit- 
able metals from the "waste." Gases 
from these processes contaminate the 
air, and ground water is poisoned by 
the residue of treatment chemicals. 
Accidents and leaks during the trans- 
portation of the chemicals are also 
frequent occurrences. 


Cyanide is fatal to animals — 
including people — and interferes 
with photosynthesis in plants. It can 
be inhaled, swallowed or absorbed 
through the skin. Lead, a carcinogen, 


causes serious effects in pregnant 
women, including miscarriages and 
developmental damage to the fetus. It 
is particularly damaging to children, 
but is toxic to adults as well. 

Now, a group of business owners 
and political elites supportive of Skye 
Resources has publicly stated that it is 
organizing "Civil Patrols." During the 
internal armed conflict in the 1980s, 


Civil Defense Patrols massacred en- 
tire villages and carried out scorched- 
earth campaigns across Guatemala. 
The use of the term "Civil Patrol" is 
hauntingly similar to the name of the 
groups that carried out terror 
and genocide not that long 
ago. This connection is inten- 
tional. The mining companies 
mean business, in the worst 
^ sense. In the name of the eco- 

a- 

I systems and those who dwell 
| in them, this has to stop. It's 
4 that, or a future of dead zones 
I and dead people. 

*, For more information on 

© 

I the impact of metal min- 
§ ing on indigenous people 
in Guatemala, visit www. 
rightsaction.org. 

Rights Action, an environ- 
mental and humyn rights organization, 
assisted greatly in the formation of the 
two articles in this issue focusing on 
metal mining in Guatemala. Beth Sand- 
ers also helped gather information. 

Donny had his eyes opened to the 
realities of life in Latin America 
during his various travels. His gaze 
has remained south since returning 
to the US. 



A Q'eqchi' man sobs as his community burns. 


defilement of the Earth with gas and oil exploration and 
production. 

Before authorities dragged them out, the 20 activists 
dropped a banner inside the museum, renaming it the 
"Make Nature History Museum." 

Rising Tide Says "No New Oil-Fired Plants" 

Two members of Rising Tide North America (RTNA) 
dropped a banner from a billboard located near the pro- 
posed site of Progress Energy's new oil-fired power plant in 
Woodfin, North Carolina, early on the morning of Febru- 
ary 6. The banner read, "Burning Oil Ain't Progress — No 
New Woodfin Power Plant." 

From her perch on the billboard, one activist explained, 
"Given the increases in droughts, hurricanes and massive 
species extinction that we are already experiencing as a re- 
sult of climate change, burning oil for electricity is totally 
insane. In the face of total government inaction, regular 
people need to take action to transition our society away 
from fossil fuels." 

Police and firefighters eventually removed the two 
RTNA activists. 

Spanish Slaughterhouse Torched 

On January 11, saboteurs set ablaze a slaughterhouse 
in Santa Comba, Spain. The Spanish Animal Liberation 


Front is believed to be responsible for setting the fire, 
although no one has yet claimed the action. The fire was 
centered on the slaughterhouse's killing floors and refrig- 
eration units. 

Before the fire was set, the nighttime saboteurs 
propped the doors open with tape, allowing all 160 
cows to escape. 

The fire caused $6.5 million of damage and rendered 
the slaughterhouse useless for at least six months. It was 
apparent to investigators that the saboteurs had intimate 
knowledge of the slaughterhouse, since they knew the best 
escape routes for the animals and which targets would be 
the most costly. 

West Bengalis Drive Out Special Economic Zones 

This Winter, people living in Nandigram, West Ben- 
gal took action when government and corporate thieves 
tried to make their land into two Special Economic Zones 
(SEZ) — destined to become a "chemical hub" and to host 
a Tata Motors factory. Residents collapsed bridges and 
blockaded all roads leading to nine villages in the area. 

On January 19, notification for the SEZ was withdrawn, 
but the price was high. One leader of the anti-SEZ move- 
ment and at least eight other residents were either assas- 
sinated by SEZ proponents or killed in violent clashes 
throughout the first weeks of January. 
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INDIGENOUS MEXICANS CONTINUE TO RESIST 

Dam Despite Murder, State Repression 


by Jonathan 

Campesino (subsistence farmer) resistance contin- 
ues against construction of La Parota dam on the 
Papagayo River in Guerrero, Mexico (see EF!f November- 
December 2004). The dam would create a reservoir 30 
miles north of Acapulco, submerging 34,000 acres of for- 
est and farmland and displacing more than 25,000 peo- 
ple — with an estimated 50,000 more directly affected. The 
dam is part of the Plan Puebla Panama's Central American 
Electricity Interconnection System and if built, would pro- 
vide power to the US. 

On-the-ground resistance to the megaproject is spear- 
headed by the Council of Ejidos and Communities Opposed 
to La Parota Dam (CECOP). Composed of members of 36 
indigenous communities that would be among the dis- 
placed and affected, CECOP was formed in 2003 to stop the 
dam. For them, it is clear that compromise is not an option. 
The CECOP declaration, "Three Years and Six Months of 
Resistance and Dignity," released in December, says, "We... 
declare our decision to defend our lands and the water of 
our Papagayo River even at the cost of our lives." 

Despite several legal rulings in CECOP's favor, construc- 
tion of access roads to the proposed dam site continues. In 
July 2005, the Agrarian Unit Court (AUC) of Acapulco issued 
an order forbidding the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE) 
from any further dam construction. Nevertheless, in April 
2006, CECOP discovered that access roads leading to Dos 
Mayos Hill, the site of the dam's curtain, were being built. 
Construction on dam maintenance roads has also begun, al- 
though the state of Guerrero claims that in spite of the fact 
that the roads can be found on the plans for La Parota, the 
construction has nothing to do with the dam and is instead 
aimed at "development" for local communities. 

The strongest legal argument against the dam is another 
AUC decision from October. This states that the permission 
obtained by the CFE to expropriate land for construction 
is invalid and that the CFE is not allowed to enter lands 
owned by several communities in resistance. 

The community meetings at which this permission 
was supposedly obtained were in clear violation of the 
law. At some, cops attacked anti-dam campesinos outside 
the meetings with rocks, batons and teargas, while other 
meetings were held outside of the districts they purported 
to represent and featured paid voters from other regions 
of the state. 


Although the laws are clearly in CECOP's favor, the 
movement has eschewed a strictly institutional approach. 
In addition to maintaining six roadblocks to preyent the 
CFE from construction sites on campesino land, CECOP 
has utilized other, more direct strategies. For two days in 
April 2006, CECOP occupied and shut down a pumping 
station that supplies water to 800,000 Acapulco residents, 
leaving only when the mayor of Acapulco made a per- 
sonal appearance and pledged to take their demands to 
then-President Vicente Fox. 

But in the conflict zones, CFE-employed, pro-dam 
campesinos guard heavy machinery and threaten CECOP 
members, saying there will be deaths if dam resisters ap- 
proach the proposed building sites. These are not empty 
words: On January 13, CECOP member Benito Jacinto 
Cruz was found dead on a stream bank a short distance 
from his home in the community of Huamuchitos. He 
had been shot in the right cheek. He is the sixth to die as 
a result of the struggle. 

On par with the physical violence against anti-dam 
campesinos are the social problems the dam is bringing to 
their communities. The division between pro- and anti- 
dam members of affected communities is deep. Neighbors 
no longer speak to neighbors, formerly friendly relation- 
ships are now tense, and families are divided. The "Three 
Years and Six Months" declaration speaks of the social 
fabric coming undone. "[The government is] looking for 
confrontation between campesinos in order to send in the 
police or the army, and build the dam walking over the 
bodies of many and the imprisonment of others." 

Stopping the dam's construction is a primary goal of 
the US-based Root Force campaign, which publicizes 
information about financial backers, investors and oth- 
ers who stand to profit from La Parota, so that autono- 
mous affinity groups can take direct action against them. 
The project will be unable to continue if heavy pressure 
to the dam's backers in the Global North causes these 
companies to withdraw their support. Root Force is cur- 
rently focusing on the retail chains CompUSA, Sears and 
Kmart, all owned by or otherwise associated with Mexi- 
can entrepreneur Carlos Slim, who is the top bidder for 
dam construction. 

For more information, contact Root Force, POB 1302, 
Tucson, A Z 85702; info@rootforce.org; www.rootforce.org. 

Jonathan tried really hard, but his bio isn't nearly as clever 
as troublel's was last issue. 
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HONDURAN 




smsemmms^ 


by Miriam Miranda 

TRANSLATED BY ROSALIND GlLL 

The debate over the viability of the 
Patuca Hydroelectric Dam and the 
Honduran government's plans to go 
ahead with construction has finally 
brought the megaproject to the at- 
tention of the nation's public. The 
government's plans overlook public 
interest and fail to consider the serious 
environmental consequences for the 
indigenous Miskitos and Tawacas. 

For more than 10 years, there have 
been plans to build a series of dams 
on the Patuca River, the second larg- 
est river in Central America. These 
dams would be part of the Plan Pueb- 
la Panama (PPP), which envisions the 
construction of an unknown number 
of dams to supply energy to the US 
through the Central American Elec- 
tric Interconnection Initiative. 

After a trip to Taiwan last October, 
Honduran President Manuel Zelaya 
announced that he had obtained 
$250 million in financing for the con- 
struction of the Patuca Dam, which 
would flood the surrounding forests 
to create a 72-square-mile reservoir. 
The project is to be carried out by the 
Tai Power Company, which has been 
granted a 15-year concession for en- 
ergy production. 

Although an environmental permit 
has not been issued for dam construc- 
tion, serious infrastructure planning 
for the project is already underway. 
This is somewhat like what happened 
in Alice in Wonderland: the sentence is 
being given before the charges have 
been made. According to statements 
by the Taiwanese Embassy's Com- 
mercial Office, a team of Taiwanese 
engineers visited the Patuca region 


in December to determine the size 
of the area that the reservoir would 
cover and whether the area contains 
any archeological ruins. 

In mid-December, local press report- 
ed opposition to the project from the 
inhabitants of the areas that would 
be flooded. Despite this opposition, 
President Zelaya announced that the 
government was determined to pro- 
ceed with dam construction. 

Several days later, on December 20, 
two activists from the Olancho En- 
vironmental Movement (MAO) were 
arrested and then murdered by Na- 
tional Police agents at a police station 
close to the dam site. The death of the 
MAO activists is part of a campaign 
of intimidation against those who de- 
fend Honduran forests. 

The MAO is a courageous organi- 
zation that has decided to defend 
the forests of Olancho, Honduras' 
largest state, against the massive de- 
struction being carried out in that 
part of the country. The destruction 
of the forests is endangering the 
country's water supply. In the last 
20 years, water levels have dropped, 
and rivers have suffered irreparable 
sedimentation. The destruction is 
happening so rapidly that it may 
not even be feasible to maintain the 
water levels necessary to keep the 
Patuca Dam functioning on a perma- 
nent basis. People lecture us about 
our need for a national energy plan 
and insist on the need to construct 
megadams, but they fail to consider 
the fate of the Honduran forests and 
the role they play in the sustainabil- 
ity of our rivers. 

The Honduran government plans to 
ask the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
as part of the Nature Conservancy's 


Sustainable Water Management Pro- 
gram, for advice on the Patuca Dam 
project. 

The Nature Conservancy, a monster 
that is one of the mainstream environ- 
mental movement's sacred cows, was 
recently the subject of an extended 
investigation by the Washington Post. 
The investigation revealed that the 
organization had used questionable 
environmental practices, was involved 
in real estate speculation in preserva- 
tion areas and has been known to use 
intimidation tactics in its bids to man- 
age protected areas. Involving the Na- 
ture Conservancy as an adviser on the 
project creates further doubt as to the 
viability of the project and raises con- 
cerns about long-term consequences. 

The PPP is supposed to protect bio- 
diversity through the related Meso- 
american Biological Corridor (MBC), 
but to date MBC officials have re- 
mained silent regarding the future de- 
struction of the Patuca River — one of 
the most important parts of the cor- 
ridor. The indigenous and black peo- 
ples of Mesoamerica have come to see 
unprecedented duality in the actions 
of MBC officials. On the one hand, 
officials permit the construction of 
megadams; on the other, they stand 
in the way of land claims by inhab- 
itants who have lived on and looked 
after the land for centuries. 

We can only hope that the death 
of the MAO environmental activists 
is not a sign of increased repression 
and future imposition of projects 
through force. 

Miriam Miranda is a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Honduran 
Black Fraternal Organization. She has 
been an activist in the indigenous move- 
ment for more than 15 years. 
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ARMED WITH 

VISIONS 

Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


BEWILDERED 

Pixel size simultaneously shrinks and grows 

We see so much 

In the so little that is left 

Technology can calculate a million 

Species formulae per second 

But that does nothing to address 

The inadequacy of all those perfect answers 

Look: maybe the tinkering should have stopped 
With ball bearings and spokes. 

Like any addict, our society puts up a good front 
How well we can function 
Not really sick 

Denial as a way of waking up every morning. 

It's like this: part of my little toe 

Aspires to be a scale on a homed lizard someday 

But it's not gonna happen 

If the biologists at the party 

Are debating the merits of helmet laws and Bruce 
Springsteen 

On the day the senate voted 

To give a great arctic wilderness to the oil companies 
— Jenny McBride 


Blank Verses 


How do you write a poem about 
a dying forest 

or an empty white turtle shell 

How compose a sonnet to a poisoned 

aquifer 

or a starving polar bear cut off from 
the ice floe that feeds him 
How do you write an ode about spilled 
tears for a dying planet 
What meaning is held in a page 
left blank because beauty is dying 
Can you write a poem about 
money made at the cost of all life 
All songs become dirges without 
music and soon without sound 
and poems a blank sheet matching 
the dry mountain stream beds of 
springs to come 

— Sid Bridges 
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YOU AND ME 
AND YUAN MEI 


PSSST 

Pssst ...Quit your job. (You know who you are.) 

Become a baker, dress-maker, home-builder, 
weaver, furniture maker, gardener, flute-maker, 
clothing-maker, beer-maker, candle-maker, solar 
oven builder, builder of solar hot water heaters, 
cobbler, healer, yogi, shaman, dancer, singer, 
musician, herbalist, boat-maker, bicycle repair 
person, potter, tool-maker, hunter, gatherer, brick- 
maker, actor, trader, artist, innkeeper, or something 
else useful, local and non-destructive. Or, do many 
things, and enjoy the variety. 

Sell to your neighbors. Buy from your 
neighbors. (Everyone is a neighbor who shares the 
same water source.) 

Learn about the land, plants and animals 
around you- 

Create a new social security in a circle of 
friends. 

Spend more time with your family. 

Work harder in certain seasons. Hang out and 
cuddle up in others. 

Take it easy when you or a loved one is ill. Or 
when the weather is especially beautiful. 

Travel less, and slower, where you please, and 
with less pressure. 

Breathe fresher air. Drink purer water. 

Daydream more. Remember your dreams. 

Create. 

It's your life. 

(Their promises of security are not true.) 

Even the CEOs will enjoy getting back in the 
garden for a change. 

Change the world. 

Pass it on. 

— Djinn 

Send poems to 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB I 4 5 O I 

Berkeley, CA 947125501 

all rights reserved to the authors 


Yuan Mei is the most popular poet 
in two thousand Chinese years, 
but here in the suburbs of literature, 
nobody knows but Yuan Mei. 

As I wander with my book of poems. 
I'm listening to a hundred birds 
and one chainsaw at the beaver pond, 
though I see no one but Yuan Mei. 

The sun breaks through the warm rain 
just as the noise goes back to hell, 
and now I'm high as the summer of love- 
all this beauty for Yuan Mei. 

But there's a ball and chain of fear inside 
and I don't know how to talk about it, 
except of course to Yuan Mei. 

I'll sit here till my head burns, 
beside a gang of drifting ducks 
that waits patiently for bread crumbs, 
from lunch with Yuan Mei. 

Tonight I'll write all this down 
and then I'll read his book again, 
home in bed with Yuan Mei. 

I walk around this small heaven 
and see people taking pictures, 
and they don't see anything 
except their damn pictures. 
Is everybody crazy, 
except for Yuan Mei? 

I tear down signs for a timber sale, 
and wonder if Ashcroft and Rumsfeld 
will soon be torturing Earth Tribe poets, 
people just like Yuan Mei. 

There goes the chainsaw again — 
life in the modern world. 
What will happen to ducks and creeks, 
and you and me, 
and books like this by Yuan Mei? 

— Craig Oare 
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NORTHERN 


BISON 


CAMPAIGN 


i. <* 

'• >5 


BY KALANU 

If you need any proof that humankind's best intentions 
for wildlife conservation can go horribly awry, look to 
northern Canada's Wood Buffalo National Park (WBNP). 

This remote sanctuary, located twelve hours north of 
Edmonton, is a long way to look indeed. With only eight 
full-time employees and fewer than 10,000 visitors an- 
nually, there are few people who have ever laid eyes on 
the last wild bison in Canada. Yet from this remote re- 
gion came the ancestors of all bison in North America. 
And now, the bogus threat of disease control threatens to 
put an end to a lineage that goes back tens of thousands 
of years. 

When the dust settled after the mass bison slaughter of 
the late 19th century, there were only a few hundred wild 
bison in North America, divided between two national 
parks in Canada and the US. 

Readers will be familiar with the story of the bison of 
Yellowstone National Park (see EF!J March-April 2006). 
Last year alone, more than 1,000 buffalo were slaughtered 
while trying to access Winter forage outside the park. 
The slaughter has continued this year, with a public hunt 
claiming almost every bison that has left the park. 

The trouble for the northern bison began in 1925, when 
the Canadian government decided to ship more than 
6,000 bison north from Buffalo National Park in Wain- 
wright, Alberta, to remote WBNP, on the boundary of 
Alberta and the Northwest Territories. In Wainwright the 
infamous "cattalo" experiments were conducted, in which 


cattle and bison were crossbred, infecting the buffalo with 
brucellosis and tuberculosis in the process. 

The latest plan to eradicate Canada's last wild herd of 
bison came in early 2006, when a report commissioned by 
Parks Canada and the Canadian Wildlife Service was sub- 
mitted to the federal government, outlining the feasibil- 
ity of depopulating the park of bison and replacing them 
with a new herd of "healthy" animals. (A similar plan was 
submitted and subsequently given the green light by the 
Mulroney government in 1990. However, public outcry to 
what became known as the "Armageddon Option" caused 
the feds to pull the plug at the last minute.) These new 
plans call for a ten-year depopulating of the park, and a 
ten-year repopulating with healthy bison from the gov- 
ernments' Wood Bison Recovery Program. The latest news 
on this issue is that in vitro fertilization is being researched 
in order to create test-tube bison for the park. 

Setting aside the obvious injustice of killing the last herd 
of continuously wild bison in the country, there will be 
several years during this plan when the park will be com- 
pletely devoid of bison. This is one of the factors that the 
government would like to mitigate, but honestly, how can 
you mitigate removing the keystone species from such a 
fragile ecosystem? How would this plan affect the wolves, 
who now rely on bison as their primary source of food? 
How would this affect the other animal populations, who 
would become a greater source of food for the wolves? How 
would this affect the local indigenous communities, who 
still rely on the presence of the buffalo as strongly as they 
did in the days of the great herds? Without the buffalo 
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trails creating fire-breaks and without the buffalo agitat- 
ing and fertilizing the soil to make it suitable for plants 
and grasses, would erosion and excessive evaporation of 
groundwater negatively impact the world's last wild flock 
of whooping cranes, which nest only at WBNP and the 
surrounding area? 

Also disturbing is the fact that the eradication plan's most 
basic assumption — that disease is decimating the bison 
population — may not even be true. Seventeen years ago, 
when plans to eradicate the herd came dangerously close 
to being implemented, the chief biologist in charge of the 
plan claimed, "If nothing is done, the herd will likely drop 
to as low as 1,000 animals." The population of the herd was 
indeed declining at that point, having gone from 11,000 
in 1970 to around 2,000 by 1992. Since then, however, the 
herd has increased to more than 4,500 animals, suggesting 
that if disease was ever a factor in the decline of the bi- 
son population, then perhaps these animals have begun to 
adapt. As renowned wildlife researcher Lu Carbyn said, "We 
may be seeing evolution happening right before our eyes." 

Since the 1960s, the Canadian government has been 
engaged in a bison restoration program that has involved 
relocating wood bison from Elk Island Provincial Park 
to various public and private reserves around the West. 
Though the founding animals of the Elk Island herd were 
removed from WBNP in the late 1950s, the Canadian gov- 
ernment considers them a separate subspecies of bison 
from those in WBNP, which they consider a plains bison/ 
wood bison hybrid. This, and the possibility of disease 
transmission, have led the government to consider the 
northern bison a threat to their restoration efforts, as well 
as to local livestock operations. 

Despite the fact that a clear genetic 
divide has never been proven to exist 
between wood and plains bison, a sub- 
tle form of racism has been employed 
in the battle to eradicate the WBNP 
herd. Calling the northern bison "dis- 
eased hybrids," officials propose to re- 
place them with "pure, healthy wood 
bison." The debate over this distinc- 
tion has created a clear line in the 
sand for those in favor of and those 
opposed to eradication. The lure of the 
mythical, pure, wood bison has even 
led some groups over to the side of 
the government, including the World 
Wildlife Fund and several prominent 
First Nations tribal members. 

On the side of preservation are those 
who recognize that purity is a danger- 
ous myth, and that if the national bi- 
son restoration program is to succeed, 
mixing of the "races" will be impossible to stop — that is, 
if there ever was a genetic difference in the first place. In 
1991, Dr. Valerius Geist, professor emeritus of environmen- 
tal science at the University of Calgary wrote a paper en- 
titled, "Phantom Subspecies: The Wood Bison Is Not a Valid 
Taxon but an Ecotype." Geist proposed that the differences 
between the two subspecies were the result of environmen- 
tal and not genetic factors. 


So what are they trying to do here? Replacing a "dis- 
eased hybrid" herd with a supposedly "pure" herd that 
may or may not remain disease-free, while causing seri- 
ous damage to the fragile wetland ecosystem and the local 
subsistence economy, based on an as-yet-unproven threat 
to nearby cattle and buffalo ranching operations? 

It comes down to an issue of protection. Plans to 
eradicate the bison are never and will never be about 
protecting them. Like the situation in and around Yel- 
lowstone, any and all actions taken against the buffalo 
are really taken as a measure of protection for the live- 
stock industry. Can these two opposing forces be rec- 
onciled? Can industry and wildlife coexist? Or will we 
have to make a choice? 

Those on the side of livestock have already made this 
choice, without a thorough examination of the factors 
involved. The bison of Yellowstone are under continued 
attack, and the "Armageddon Option" for the bison in 
WBNP continues to gain support. 

Some of us would choose bison if we had to, yet we 
have time to concentrate further studies on this issue. 
That's why we've formed Save the Wild Bison Canada, a 
grassroots campaign dedicated to bringing this issue into 
the public consciousness and exploring options that will 
achieve permanent protection for this important herd. 
Save the Wild Bison Canada's Northern Bison Campaign 
will bring together wild bison advocates from across Al- 
berta and the world to fight the misinformation and in- 
dustry influence that threatens one of the world's most 
genetically diverse herds of bison. The people of the buf- 
falo have put a stop to these plans before, and we will 


remain vigilant of any threat to these bison until they are 
afforded permanent protection. 

For more information, visit www.savethewildbison. 
org. For information on the buffalo of Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park and the Buffalo Field Campaign, visit www. 
buffalofieldcampaign.org. 

Kalanu is a former coordinator with Buffalo Field Campiagn, 
and the current coordinator of Save The Wild Bison Canada. 
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leave 

alone 


by Lisa Z 

Gray wolves are doing so well in Idaho since their re- 
introduction more than 10 years ago that proceedings to 
delist them under the Endangered Species Act began this 
January. Good news — until Governor CL "Butch" Otter 
proclaimed on January 11, "I'm prepared to bid for that 
first ticket to shoot a wolf myself." Thus began plans for a 
550-wolf killing spree. 

Otter's speech was given to about 300 hunters, who 
were angry with the low number of elk they've been able 
to bag in recent years. Delisting, for them, means a chance 
to take out their aggression — in the form of flying bul- 
lets — on what they perceive as the reason for their hunt- 
ing ineptitude. 

The release of 66 Canadian wolves into Idaho, Montana 
and Wyoming more than a decade ago has resulted in a 
current estimated population of 
1,229 wolves, or 158 packs. A large 
bulk of that population, about 
650, has settled into northern and 
central Idaho, where elk and other 
big-game hunting brings in mil- 
lions of dollars yearly. 

Unfortunately, many hunters 
are not well educated on the ba- 
sics of the wolf-elk relationship or 
the history of their bioregion, and 
make false assumptions about how 
one population affects the other. 

For example, hunters are having a 
hard time spotting elk and, at the 
same time, are finding scores of 
wolf tracks. The elk have indeed 
become harder to spot, because 
they've had to adapt to a new 
predator. No more fancy-free days 
of foraging out in the open fields; 
more often, they have to seek cov- 
er in tree stands, out of sight from 
wolves and hunters alike. 

In truth, the wolves have created 
a healthier ecosystem and a stron- 
ger elk herd. Wolves also keep the 
elk's grazing in check along streambeds, where vegetation 
provides habitat for birds, fish and other animals. 

Idaho Fish and Game’s (IDFG) own statistics show that 
hunters have been more successful in the past three years as 
the number of wolves has increased. IDFG also states that 
as of 2005, "Elk and deer populations are at ecologically 


sustainable numbers, and wolves account for less than 10 
percent of all elk and deer deaths in Idaho." 

That's right: Elk are at a sustainable number. Tales of 
legions of elk herds hearken back to the early and mid- 
twentieth century, when massive wildfires, logging and 
lack of natural predators created the ideal habitat for an 
artificial population boom. 

A recent University of Idaho poll sho ws that 46 percent of 
Idahoans welcome the wolves, so it's not fair to say that the 
state is full of only trigger-happy wolf-haters. Most people 
agree that it's time to take wolves off the endangered list and 
give management to the state, and many people understand 
that the wolves are not responsible for declining elk herds. 

Both Montana and Idaho's delistment plans say that 
wolf hunting would be allowed as long as there are at 
least 15 packs of 10 wolves each — five more packs than 
Otter thinks there should be. Wyoming's post-delistment 

plans said that wolves would be 
treated like coyotes and could be 
shot on sight on private land. 
The Wyoming plan was rejected 
by the feds. 

Otter's plan to slaughter 550 
wolves is not only revolting, it 
would mean that if there were 
100 wolves left in Idaho and one 
died, they would be right back 
on the endangered species list. 

Already, in 2006, the feds grant- 
ed Idaho the right to let wildlife 
agents and ranchers shoot wolves 
| that prey on cattle. As of Septem- 
| ber, wolves had killed 19 cows 
| and 120 sheep in 2006, while hu- 
§ mans killed 35 wolves. 

I The delistment process will 
5 take about a year to complete. 

I After that, IDFG still has to de- 
I cide the details of where, when 
I and how many wolves may be 
1 hunted. Court challenges against 
delistment are also expected. 

Feel free to contact Otter at 
the Office of the Governor, POB 
83720, Boise, ID 83720; (208) 334-2100; www.gov.idaho. 
gov/ourgov/contact.html. 

Lisa Z was bom and raised in northern Idaho. She has never 
hunted elk, but has blown kisses to a few of them. During the 
Cove/Mallard Campaign in 1994, she dressed as an EF.'er for 
Halloween. 
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A belly-tickling, use-my-powers-for-good wolf 
to Bao Xishun for saving the lives of two dolphins in 
Fushun, China, by reaching down their throats and pull- 
ing plastic shards out of their stomachs. The dolphins had 
swallowed pieces of the plastic surrounding their pool 
and were suffering from depression and appetite loss. 
Veterinarians approached Bao — a Mongolian herdsman, 
who at seven feet, nine inches is the world's tallest living 
man — after previous attempts to remove the plastic failed. 
After towels were wrapped around the animals' teeth, Bao 
reached his three-foot-six-inch arms down their throats 
and pulled out the plastic. The dolphins returned to good 
health after the procedure. 


A climate-tampering, logic-defying, would-be- 
hilarious-if-it-weren't-so-deadly-serious poodle to 
US scientists for researching ways to mitigate the effects 
of global warming by blocking sunlight from reaching the 
Earth. Moronic suggestions for blocking solar rays include 
putting a giant screen into orbit; launching thousands of 
tiny, shiny balloons; and releasing into the atmosphere 
microscopic sulfate droplets that would mimic the cool- 
ing effects of a volcanic eruption. University of Arizona as- 
tronomer Roger Angel has already started plans for a space 
sunshade: trillions of ultra-thin plates which, if deployed 
one million miles above the Earth, would block roughly 
two percent of sunlight over the entire planet. 


Wolves and Poodles 

\ 


A molotov-t hr owin', solidaritizin', revolution- 
izin' wolf to Greek anarchists for scores of recent 
actions in solidarity with anarchist prisoners (who are fac- 
ing charges stemming from a May 2006 European Social 
Forum march) and students protesting the privatization 
of the university system. In January alone, action-hungry 
anarchists occupied two university campuses, a mayoral 
mansion, a government office and two radio stations; 
firebombed banks, political headquarters and tax offices; 
and executed multiple attacks on riot police. A letter from 
hunger-striking anarchist prisoners reads, "The solidar- 
ity that so many people have shown us has... given us 
strength and courage in these difficult days. What can be 
more important than to know that we are not alone?" 


A sleeping-with-the-enemy, oh-wait-you-are-the- 
enemy poodle to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
for naming former Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 
as its new chairman. Babbitt has made a career out of pay- 
ing lip service to environmental causes, and the WWF has 
made a career out of greenwashing — a perfect match. The 
WWF’s environmental idiocy includes endorsing the Ca- 
nadian seal hunt and participating in the creation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency's Endocrine Disruptor 
Screening Program, the largest animal-testing program of 
all time. Babbitt most recently made headlines for legally 
representing the Arizona Snowbowl ski resort in its efforts 
to expand trail area and use wastewater to make artificial 
snow (see EF!f May-June 2006). 


A patriarchy-smashing, thirsty-for-justice wolf 
to the Mazahua Women's Army in Defense of Water 

(MWADW) for its efforts to gain access to clean water, and 
to the Mazahua men for supporting the all-women ac- 
tion. Although a massive water distribution system crosses 
their lands en route to nearby Mexico City, many Mazahua 
must walk long distances to find clean water for daily use. 
In March 2006, rifles and machetes in hand, the MWADW 
marched to Mexico City to storm the industry-led World 
Water Forum. Since shutting off valves at a distribution 
station on December 11, the women have maintained a 
protest camp outside the station. According to one mem- 
ber, the communities' men have taken on a support role, 
in addition to their daily work to support their families. 


A part-of-the-problem, we-see-right-through- 
you poodle to four mainstream environmental 
groups for joining the newly formed United States Cli- 
mate Action Partnership. The Natural Resources De- 
fense Council, Environmental Defense, the World 
Resources Institute and the Pew Center on Global 
Climate Change joined up with such upstanding cor- 
porations as Caterpillar, BP American, Alcoa, DuPont and 
General Electric in order to produce a set of proposals for 
use during the creation of legislation on climate chaos. 
According to one partnership member's CEO, the aim is 
to create policy while President Bush is in office, realizing 
that future political climates may be "less sensitive to the 
needs of business." 
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by Sophia 

I am disgusted when I see women's bodies being used to 
sell a product. The item being sold is almost always a useless 
piece of crap. Then, the women themselves are commodi- 
fied — they are dressed and coiffed in order to fit society's 
idea of what is appealing, and they are shown stooping 
to adore the piece of crap or the man who possesses it. A 
woman's sexuality is used to lure remote people in: either 
men who are supposed to desire her or other women who 
are supposed to wish that they had her image. 

The use of models' bodies in advertising is one aspect 
of the objectification of women, which is in turn one face 
of the exploitation of women. This objectification means 
that women are seen and used only as physical objects. 
Like objects, they are put on display. Their true physical 
beauty is ignored and replaced by an empty, standardized, 
nearly-impossible-to-achieve beauty that serves both to 
lower women's self-esteem and to dehumanize them. 

Objectification serves capitalism by keeping women 
buying beauty products. But by trying to make women 
into objects instead of humans, objectification also at- 
tempts to justify a more general exploitation — whether 
for sex, labor or advertising. 

It follows that this capitalist rationale is echoed in ref- 
erence to the Earth. They try to make us forget that the 
Earth is alive and has inherent value of its own, and they 
attempt to commodify it, divide it up and sell it. 

This capitalist system encourages a domination mental- 
ity, implying that since it's OK to dominate women, it's 
OK to dominate nature, and vice-versa. Correspondingly, 


the movement to liberate the Earth and the movement to 
liberate people assigned a female identity are inextricably 
and beautifully linked. We cannot achieve liberation by 
uplifting environmental causes with one hand and hold- 
ing down women with the other. 

Because of this, it is quite disconcerting to imagine us- 
ing popular advertising's methods to sell the environmen- 
tal or animal rights movements. But surely no one would 
do this — every environmentalist understands the links be- 
tween the domination of women and the plight of- non- 
human life, right? Wrong. 

I recently came across a couple of disturbing examples 
of campaigns using women's sexuality to sell environmen- 
tal causes. We environmentalists are angry when animals 
are treated as possessions, yet it appears that some of us 
are willing to objectify women to sell ideas. We want to 
keep people from making money off nature — be it from 
fur, timber sales or greenwashing — yet some campaigns 
are using archaic and unrealistic images of skinny models 
to promote their causes. 

I don’t care whether the models have clothes on or not. 
I love naked bodies, but the promotion of model-bodies 
entirely removed from reality only brings us further from 
a loving understanding of what nature itself has given us. 

In the following instances, models' bodies are used in a 
way that is harmful to other women's self-esteem by dis- 
playing a sensationalized image of female sexuality. In ad- 
dition, the women are used simply as hooks to draw people 
in, and the display of their bodies has no actual bearing on 
the issue and no place in building a more positive world for 
women. These campaigns focus on building environmental 

movements but complete- 
ly fail to create a world free 
of oppression for all. 

The first example I came 
across was a campaign to 
shut down Indian Point, 
a nuclear power plant in 
New York State. One ex- 
tremely vocal man in this 
fight said that he was de- 
termined to find the pret- 
tiest girl on the Internet 
to support his campaign, 
and he did, indeed, find a 
model to stand beside him. 
One of their main public- 
ity stunts — doing a photo 
shoot in front of this nucle- 
ar power plant — brought 
lots of traffic to the cam- 
paign website. Photos from 
the shoot, some of which 
were readily hung up in the 
power plant's lunchroom, 
depicted the model posing 
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in heels in front of the reactor, as 
well as lounging on a hybrid car. 

How could this be attracting peo- 
ple who really care about the envi- 
ronment? It doesn't make sense to 
appeal to people using a method 
that needs to be obliterated. 

Since the photo shoot last Sum- 
mer, other organizers have held 
a festive protest to shut down 
Indian Point, invited anti-nuke 
activist Helen Caldicott to speak 
and thrown a "Rock the Reactors" 
music concert. Which works best 
at drawing people into a move- 
ment: a model, a speaker or a 
concert? Which methods are the 
most relevant? 

Most of us have heard of the 
next example because of the con- 
troversy that followed it: People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Ani- 
mals' (PETA) "Rather Go Naked..." 
campaign. One of the campaign's 
billboards features a naked young 
woman in an alluring pose in a 
classroom setting, writing on a 
chalkboard, "I'd rather go naked 
than wear fur." While it's a relief 
that the giant ad is not selling ciga- 
rettes or cars, who are we trying to 
speak to here? How does this make 
all of us non-model-like women feel? In fact, how does the 
skinny, shaved, perfectly tanned woman feel about herself? 

One of our causes is being glorified by the image of a 
young schoolgirl, naked, being punished. Maybe in a differ- 
ent context we could use images like these to explore power 
relationships through sex, but in this case, they are normal- 
izing the absurd identity of "little girl" that has been used 
to keep women down for so long. The same line of reason- 
ing is used to keep the Earth from being liberated: Woman 
and nature are both just helpless, ever-producing objects to 
be admired but then exploited, our resources stolen for use 
by the capitalist structure and the men in power. 

Some of the models in the "Rather Go Naked..." ads 
are painted like animals, some are made up to look dead, 
and some are holding (Playboy?) bunnies in front of their 
breasts. Most of them look like that two percent of the 
population that fits the hairless supermodel standard. 1 
don't want to recruit people who don't think twice about 
this view of women. Instead, we should focus our ener- 
gy on involving people in our struggle who enjoy seeing 
beautiful people and animals with all the hair and fur that 
nature bestowed on them. 

Many of the models and spokespeople that PETA uses 
are celebrities. While I believe in the responsibility of every 


2004 World Naked Bike Ride, Seattle 


famous person to open the eyes of as many of their fans as 
possible, grassroots movements will always be based on the 
work of the many real people who passionately care about 
them. And these activists work because they truly find hap- 
piness in the natural places of this planet or the eyes of a 
freed animal, not in the image or approval of a celebrity. 

The two campaigns mentioned obviously learned to 
exploit women's bodies from the long and pervasive his- 
tory of exploiting women for commodity advertising. And 
now this tradition is being seamlessly passed down to the 
latest commercial rage: buying "green." Already, in the ad- 
riddled pages of the supposedly conscious magazines sold 
on the shelves of so many health-food stores, women's 
ever-smiling and sexualized bodies are the main selling 
point for all sorts of green and organic products. 

There is a counterpoint to all this noxious exploitation: 
There are women and other people who choose to use their 
natural bodies in a positive way to make a point. If women's 
struggles and the struggle against the exploitation of nature 
are so closely linked, why not turn these negative images of 
women on their heads, and use our self-expression and our 
knowledge of the interconnected struggle in front of us to ad- 
vance feminist and environmental causes at the same time? 

continued on next page 
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What follows are some examples of campaigns in which 
people chose to use their bodies to promote various envi- 
ronmental causes. Without selling themselves short in the 
process, they manage to show both the strength and the 
positivity of their sexuality and bodies at the same time. 
These projects also feature people who are already a part of 
the movement. They are real people, not celebrity models. 

One awesome, non-sexual, body-positive project is the 
World Naked Bike Ride (aka Critical Ass), which aims to 
make the roads more welcoming to cyclists, promote bikes 
as an alternative to oil dependency, encourage healthy at- 
titudes toward the natural human body and connect on- 
lookers to all of these causes through the smiles provoked 
by non-threatening, naked bicy- 
clists. I took part in this in Chicago 
in 2004, and in Ithaca in 2005, and 
the bike rides are only expanding 
worldwide. The annual ride, which 
features the motto "As Bare as You 
Dare!," is a strictly platonic com- 
munity affair, juxtaposing bare hu- 
man skin and the glory of a breezy 
bike ride with the roughness of the 
car-ridden pavement. 

The naked part of "naked cy- 
cling" has an important message of 
its own: We are great how we are, 
and we want to bring things back 
to the most basic, intimate level — 
without cars and without clothes. 

The use of our bodies in an envi- 
ronmental campaign is not at all 
backwards. It only becomes a prob- 
lem if they are not also being used 
to liberate us. 

Chicago-based Topless Humans 
Organizing for Natural Genetics 
(THONG) — which has been a part 
of various anti-biotech actions, 
from infiltrating biotech events to putting on a "Bio Bur- 
lesque" — is more overtly sexual and represents a sex-posi- 
tive, fun and inclusive environmentally-related movement 
(see £F//January-February 2005). 

Next I want to mention a project that has much more 
complex implications. Fuck for Forests (FFF) is an online 
porn site (www.fuckforforest.com) started by a young cou- 
ple in Norway that features activists, well, doing it. While 
it mostly contains footage that traditionally appeals to 
straight men and women, anyone can donate their home- 
made pictures or videos, with all proceeds going to envi- 
ronmental causes. 

While I don't believe that porn is inherently bad, it of- 
ten blatantly degrades women. Can it have a place in rais- 
ing money to defend forests, promoting wildlife, or even 
drawing the lines between sexuality, a healthy relation- 
ship to the human body and a healthy natural world? Re- 
cently, FFF bought a chunk of old-growth forest in Costa 
Rica with $100,000 they raised the previous year. Should 
your community or group accept money raised from such 
a cause? That's a question better left for each group to de- 
cide on its own. 


FFF is an underground initiative drawing in willing par- 
ticipants. You have to seek it out to find it; it's not plastered 
on any old billboard downtown, like PETA's ads. However, 
a campaign like this needs to be done' very carefully; there 
is a bad precedent for modern internet porn against which 
FFF should always be struggling. 

The website includes mostly women, some men, but 
not many other genders. A full range of body types is not 
included, but the people aren't incredibly skinny (except 
for one of the founders, who is featured prominently on 
the site). The people featured are not airbrushed or im- 
planted, and their pictures feature them doing whatever 
they want to be doing. The participants are self-motivated 
and are in it for the forests, not the money. Most impor- 
tantly, they delegated themselves to 
be models — they were not sought 
out by FFF because FFF thought 
those particular people would bring 
them better ratings. 

One of the most important points 
in FFF's favor is that it includes open 
sexuality in its basic philosophy. It 
is not just there as a ploy to draw 
any schmuck in. On its website, FFF 
is very up front in explaining its 
philosophy about the importance 
of open sexuality. It states that 
FFF was started because "sexuality 
and nature are connected.... Open 
sexuality is often looked down on 
as something dirty and strange. 
We felt sexuality had been treated 
like nature, with disrespect. So why 
not use pure, open-minded sexual- 
ity to put focus on that unnatural 
way of treating the planet? We also 
felt that a lot of the established na- 
ture organizations make too many 
compromises... some organizations 
in Norway even work together with 
the oil industry. We felt something had to be done." 

But to find a very different form of "porn" a lot closer 
to home, we need look no further than our very own 
Katuah EF!, which made a charming, black-and-white 
"X-Raided" calendar several years ago, featuring photos 
of covert actions done in little more than an identity- 
hiding bandana. This calendar shows us as we really are: 
beautiful, unashamed of our actions and — at least some 
of us — happy to indulge other activists' desires and hu- 
mor to raise a few bucks. 

Let's keep it real. We need to call out any environmental 
organization that isn't holding true to a no-compromise 
worldview, either by catering to sleazy corporate interests 
or by stooping to the oppressive, mainstream habit of us- 
ing our bodies against us for any kind of gain. These cor- 
rupt tactics will only hold us back, now and in the future. 

Rather, we need to work to liberate both our bodies and 
the natural world simultaneously. These struggles will suc- 
ceed best when we fight hand in hand. It is only when we 
are all liberated that any individual among us — forest, ani- 
mal, or any shape or type of human — can be truly free. 

Sophia believes in nudity, love and fighting back. 



Leona and Tommy, Norwegian founders of 
Fuck for Forest 
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by Mrs. Claws 

1. Burning things is easy. 

In an attempt to make civil disobedience (CD) seem 
nobler, some would like to dismiss the Vail, Colorado ski 
resort fires as a simple and careless act of flicking a Bic. 
However, a close examination of what happened last Oc- 
tober reveals an action that required much research, ex- 
pertise and commitment. 

The saboteurs knew where Vail was most vulnerable, 
and they knew the terrain. They torched a mile-long series 
of targets at 11,000 feet above sea level. According to an 
incendiary manual, 10 gallons of fuel is needed to destroy 
a small building; a larger building requires more fuel. This 
means the elves had to carry in over 800 pounds of fuel 
at night through deep snow. They pulled this off at an 
altitude that would later cause arson investigators to be ill 
just from walking around. 

Like true elves, they were able to blend into the land- 
scape, slipping past all the hunters and hikers that swarm 
the mountainside in early Fall. They knew the area well 
enough to elude police blockades and helicopter searches. 
If this raid was similar to published accounts of Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) arson attacks, then there would've 
been lookouts, radio communications, monitoring of po- 
lice frequencies, timing devices, getaway vehicle(s) and 
weeks of reconnaissance.... 

7. The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) action 
didn't stop the logging, so it was ineffective 
and unjustified. 

This is a bizarre assessment coming from forest activists. 
When treesits, tripods and barrel lockdowns are removed 
and the cutting of trees commences, do we condemn 
those protesters who put their necks on the line? Blockade 
techniques, no matter how extravagant, can only forestall 
logging for a matter of hours once the police move in. The 
resumption of logging does not mean failure. 

The effectiveness of CD is measured by its ability to (1) 
draw attention to the issue, (2) interfere with the orderly 
workings of the machine and (3) raise the overall cost of 
doing business. This is equally true for sabotage. The Vail 
fires were remarkably effective when assessed according 
to these criteria. Overnight, people across the country 
learned about the imperiled lynx, that the ski industry is 
not as benign as they previously thought and that Vail As- 
sociates is up to no good. The nationwide media coverage 
was especially fortuitous considering that Vail Associates' 
customer base extends to the East Coast. 


If you still wish to cast negative judgment on the 
fires, think about this: We will never know how Vail 
Associates and its customers would've responded if lo- 
cal environmentalists had kept the message focused on 
the lynx and the Two Elk Roadless Area during the me- 
dia circus that ensued. Vail Associates would have felt 
much greater pressure if spokespeople from the Sierra 
Club, the Wilderness Society and Ancient Forest Res- 
cue had stuck to the issue instead of playing the power- 
politics game of condemning another group to make 
their own group more respectable. Furthermore, these 
groups squandered a golden opportunity by not being 
proactive and using all this media attention to call for a 
boycott of Vail Associates. 

8. The ELF put more visible activists at risk. 

The ELF did no such thing. We legitimize government 
repression and abuse of power by thinking in these terms. 
It is the government that uses grand juries and federal 
agents to harass and intimidate. The government basical- 
ly sends the message, "Nobody step out of line, or we're 
going to hurt innocent people." This is terrorism by the 
state. Grand juries in their political incarnation are the 
kinder, gentler equivalent of random police beatings or 
government death squads. The severity is different, but 
the purpose is the same: to instill fear and mistrust and to 
disrupt all forms of resistance. We must never accept the 
myth that we are responsible for "bringing down" repres- 
sion upon ourselves or others.... 

10. Property destruction is violent. 

Discussions about violence must encompass scale. Such 
everyday actions as using profanity and raising one's voice 
can be considered "violent" on some level. But this is 
not the same as institutional violence where animals are 
confined to cages for their entire lives, where people are 
homeless while others build mansions and where corpo- 
rations are allowed to decimate entire species for profit. 
Against this backdrop, property destruction is just and 
entirely nonviolent. To argue otherwise is to belittle the 
very real suffering inflicted daily by institutional violence. 
From the very beginning, EF! was different from other en- 
vironmental groups because property destruction was ac- 
cepted as an important tool in the toolbox. In so doing, 
EF! enlarged the debate. Not everyone in EF! chooses to 
use this tool, but those who condemn monkeywrenching 
are in the wrong movement. 

For the rest of Mrs. Claws ' article, see EF!J March-April 1 999. 
Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for $5 each. Order 
our near-complete, 27-year set for $500. 
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An Interview with 




British 


BY PANAGIOTI 

Earth First! Journal: Can you de- 
scribe Do or Die's (DoD) inception 
and inspirations? 

Do or Die: DoD started in 1992, 
within a year of EF! starting in Brit- 
ain. It pushed a green anarchist, di- 
rect action perspective. At this time, 
EF! was split and was half liberal and 
half radical. Early on, DoD was sup- 
posed to carry more news and was 


supposed to be more frequent, com- 
ing out every three months or so. 
It started as a 24-page, photocopied 
zine. It kind of mutated into a mas- 
sive book over time. 

DoD never fulfilled in Britain the 
role the EF! Journal has played in the 
US. The Journal is the official voice 
of EF!, with the editors accountable 
to the gatherings. However, DoD was 
always a voice of EF!. It explicitly 
gave publicity to sabotage and had 
a no-compromise attitude. 
Some people in the move- 
ment didn't like it at first 
and even tried to expel 
DoD from EF!. The EF! Ac- 
tion Update ( EF!AU) worked 
more like the Journal: It had 
a rotating editorial collec- 
tive and was accountable 
to gatherings. 

DoD was always all vol- 
untary; no one was ever 
paid to work for DoD. Also, 
DoD was pretty much al- 
ways anonymous; no 
writers, photographers or 
artists were credited. This 
is something that is pretty 
much taken for granted in 
the EF! scene in the UK but 
is more unusual in the US. 
Some of the articles in DoD 
were written by people on 
the editorial collective, but 
there were probably 50 or 
60 contributors per issue. 
An article being in DoD 


didn't necessarily mean it was written 
by us or that the editorial collective 
supported everything in it, so there 
was a lot of stuff in DoD that contra- 
dicted other stuff in it. 

Anonymity was a 
point of principle, 
mostly in response 
to the repression of 
known “leaders” and 
“personalities.” 

Anonymity was a point of principle, 
mostly in response to the repression of 
known "leaders" and "personalities": 
Judi Bari in EF! in the US and Arkangel 
in the British animal liberation move- 
ment at around the time that EF! was 
starting in the UK. It seemed sensible 
to avoid a cult of personality. There 
was an awareness of how EF! in the 
US had been split by groups forming 
around particular charismatic indi- 
viduals, like Dave Foreman or Bari. 

It also needs saying that the people 
involved in putting together DoD 
were not "writers" or "journalists." 
Pretty much everyone involved in 
DoD spent more time on actions than 
they did on DoD. We did not want 
to be journalists, reporting on other 
people's struggles; we wanted to re- 
port the voices of the people involved 
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in the struggles themselves. If we 
couldn't bully them to write for us, 
we would often interview them. 

DoD was produced by, and largely 
aimed at, a few hundred people in the 
UK eco-scene. Although it had a wider 
circulation than that, it was produced 
with this audience in mind. But DoD 
was also really popular with all sorts 
of people who often didn't like each 
other at all. For example, lots of more 
traditional anarcho-communists re- 
ally liked DoD , as did lots of con- 
servationists. The magazine was big 
enough that most people just read the 
bits they liked and -ignored the rest. 
We'd get comments from more tradi- 
tional anarchists saying that they re- 
ally liked it, but it was a shame about 
the articles about beaver restoration 
or Native American spirituality. And 
then we'd get almost exactly opposite 
comments from other people who 
liked the beavers but weren't so into 
class struggle. 

DoD was at its strongest when it had 
the most contributors and also when 
the editorial collective was at its larg- 
est (around six, as opposed to around 
two at some other points). 

There was more of an internation- 
al focus in later issues, possibly due 
to a slow down of ecological resis- 
tance in the UK. There was less lo- 
cal day-to-day stuff happening than 
there had been in the mid-1990s. 
The movement as a whole gained a 
more international perspective. DoD 
reflected that as people started look- 
ing at the wider causes of what they 
were fighting. 

EF!f: Describe DoD's role and influ- 
ence in the UK eco-anarchist movement. 

DoD: Basically, what happened 
within EF! was that we won. DoD was 
relatively unpopular at the begin- 
ning, as was the political perspective 
it represented. DoD was essentially 
trying to fulfill the same role that 
Live Wild or Die! did in the US: a rad- 
ical anarchist fringe publication try- 
ing to ginger things up a bit. When 
we say that we won — meaning that 
the green anarchist perspective went 



serving a useful purpose. As one ex- 
collective member memorably said, 
"Kill it while it's good." Ideally, DoD 
would have carried on, it's just that 
there weren't enough people who ac- 
tually wanted to carry on with it. 

Another reason behind ending 
DoD was a desire to actually do some 
of "The Four Tasks" (i.e., "Growing 
Counter-Cultures," "Putting Our 
Thumb in the Dam," "Preparing for 
Crises" and "Supporting Rebellion Be- 
yond the Core"), not to just produce 
the world's biggest English-language 
anarchist journal. 

EF!J: Let's focus a bit on DoD num- 
ber 10, the last issue. What kind of 
response did you get to the "Down 
with the Empire! Up with the Spring!" 
("DwE”) article? 

DoD: Some of the ideas from 
"DwE" were originally circulated in 
a discussion document in 1997-98. 
Its real first appearance was about a 
year before issue 10 came out in July 
2003. When part two of the article 
("The Four Tasks") was circulated as a 
free pamphlet that became known as 
"The Little Gray Book" at the EF! Win- 
ter Moot, it stimulated things. People 
acted on what it said and gave some 
good criticism that was incorporated 
continued on next page 


from the minority to the ma- 
jority perspective within EF! 
in the UK over the course of 
the '90s — it's not quite as ar- 
rogant as it sounds. This may 
have been partly due to our 
efforts but is probably due 
more to people's own experi- 
ences of resistance over time. 

People dropped much of the 
nonviolent, pacifist ideology, 
moving more toward an an- 
archist position and support- 
ing sabotage actions. 

EF!f: How long did DoD run 
for? Why did it eventually cease 
production? 

DoD: DoD ran from 1992 
to about 2003. We stopped 
it because most of the people 
in the editorial collective did 
not personally want to do it any- 
more and wanted to move on to 
other things, and we didn't want to 
hand the project over to an entirely 
different group of people who would 
have made it into something entirely 
different. We didn't stop producing 
DoD for financial reasons, although 
our "suicide note" in the last issue 
led some people to this assumption. 
Nor did we stop producing the mag- 
azine because of lack of popularity, 


The green anarchist 
perspective went from 
the minority to the 
majority perspective 
within EF! in the UK 
over the course of the 


1990s. 


distribution problems or because we 
thought it had no point anymore. 
Right up to the end, there was no 
lack of submissions, sales or things 
to write about. It wasn't that we felt 
it wasn’t relevant anymore or wasn't 
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into the final version. The common 
response was, "Good strategy, shame 
it's too late. Why didn't you write this 
when we still had a movement?" The 
answer to this is probably that the au- 
thor was too busy being in the move- 
ment when it was in its heyday to be 
able to stop and think about it. He sat 
down afterwards to strategize. 

The starting point for "DwE" was a 
need to change because of changing 
demographics. People were getting 
older, having kids and getting jobs; it 
was becoming harder and harder to 
live as a traveler. 

Reactions to "DwE" over the past 
three years have been varied. "DwE" 
said that summit demonstrations 
were a good thing, but the article 
was popular with those that op- 
posed them. There was a divergence 
within the movement between 
those who were more into the anti- 
capitalist/anti-globalization thing 
and those who were more into the 
green anarchist/primitivist angle. 


"DwE" influenced one half of 
the movement more than the 
other, but even this wasn't 
black and white. Various peo- 
ple have used "DwE" to jus- 
tify what they were already 
doing. People on both sides 
have quoted it, picking and 
choosing different bits to suit 
their purposes. 

EF!J: What do you see occur- 
ring within the EF! movement at 
the present? 

DoD: Ecological resistance 
had a heyday in the mid-'90s, 
although it wasn't obvious 
at the time. This has only 
become clear in retrospect. 
From the perspective of peo- 
ple who lived through that, 
the situation now must seem 
like a bit of a comedown, but 
there's still quite a lot going 
on in the UK. There are at 
least five active permanent 
protest sites; we just had the 
Group of Eight protests in 
2005; large numbers of people 
from the radical ecological move- 
ment in Britain have gone to defend 
the wilderness in Iceland; and we 
also just had the Camp for Climate 
Action this Summer, where several 
hundred people tried to shut down 
the biggest carbon-dioxide-produc- 
ing power station in Britain (see EF!f 
November-December 2006). 

In some ways, the movement has 
been a victim of its own success. For 
example, because of the campaign 
against road building, the govern- 
ment cut the road-building program 
to almost nothing. There were far 
fewer protest sites, not for any bad 
reason, but because there wasn't as 
much need for them. 

In the mid-'90s, the radical eco- 
logical movement was really the only 
game in town — the only thing going 
on with any life or vitality in a very 
moribund political scene. Every other 
radical tendency was in decline. For 
a few years, it was the socio-political 
trend to which everything else had to 


orient itself. Everyone wanted to jump 
on our bandwagon. The mainstream 
environmental movement had to re- 
position itself relative to us; the anar- 
chist movement had to do the same. 
Aspects of this movement were picked 
up in fashion, music, radio and televi- 
sion. There was even a point where it 
was de rigueur for every soap opera to 
have its own road protester character. 
By comparison, today's radical ecolog- 
ical movement seems not so signifi- 
cant, but that may be partly because 
there's more going on in other areas. 

The radical environmental move- 
ment is bigger than EF!, which existed 
before there was a big wave of ecolog- 
ical direct action. Now that that wave 
has come and gone, it exists again as 
a network of groups, individuals and 
social centers, most of whom prob- 
ably don't call themselves EF!. But in 
a way, that's not much different from 
how it has always been. There are still 
EF! gatherings every Summer, attract- 
ing 200-300 people, and occasionally 
Winter Moots. There are fewer EF! 
groups, and the network itself is less 
visible. You could say it barely exists, 
but then it has barely existed or ex- 
isted in a very underground, invisible 
way for most of its existence. Many of 
the most famous EF! campaigns were 
never done under that name: the 
Third Battle of Newbury, Road Alert 
and the Genetic Engineering Net- 
work. Even in the heyday of ecologi- 
cal resistance in the UK, EF! was often 
a largely invisible part of it. Many 
EF!ers chose not to use that name and 
worked under a variety of "flags of 
convenience," using different names 
for different actions. 

One reason EF! now might seem more 
non-existent is lack of infrastructure. 
The EF!AU has stopped, DoD has 
stopped, and pretty much the only 
thing that keeps EF! existing as a thing 
is the Summer Gathering. There's 
actually a lot of stuff happening on a 
local level, but half the time we don't 
even know what we are doing, let 
alone anyone else. When there have 
been national campaigns, like the 
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anti-roads thing, there has been more 
of a sense of national unity and more 
of an awareness of what everyone else 
was doing, of what we were doing as a 
collective entity. 

So maybe that's a problem with the 
non-existence of DoD: It was one of 
the things giving us some national- 
level infrastructure, a communica- 
tion channel among ourselves and 
between us and the rest of the world. 

EF!J: Do we need another DoD -style 
publication? Is there still an existing move- 
ment that would make use of a publication 
for "voices from the ecological resistance?" 

DoD: One criticism of DoD was 
that our creating such a huge, well- 
produced magazine was "shading 
out” other independent media 
publications. We now see that this 
criticism is the rubbish that we always 
suspected it was. DoD died ages ago, 
and nothing has sprung up to replace 
it. Lots of things, like the Iceland 
campaign or the Climate Camp, will 
probably go pretty much un-analyzed 
and un-recorded. 

It's hard to say what the influence of 
DoD will be. DoD will retain some long- 
lasting influence because it's a book 
and is kept on people's bookshelves 
when they throw away magazines. It 
survives better, in libraries and archives 
than zines. Newsprint decays. 

DoD preserves generational infor- 
mation and ensures that our under- 
ground history won't be lost as people 
get older, drop out and clear out their 
old pamphlet collections. DoD is end- 
lessly referenced by academics. What 
survives for posterity will be a view 
of history based largely on what aca- 
demics write. When we're all 70, and 
the actions of our youth have been 
totally rewritten and distorted by his- 
torians, DoD is going to be one of the 
only surviving sources for the actual 
voices of the people involved. 

We never exploited DoD’ s poten- 
tial as much as we could have. We 
could have gotten much wider dis- 
tribution. We could have sold about 
100 times more copies in the US if 
we'd had some way of sorting out 


the distribution. It's just that it 
was a boring, bureaucratic job 
that no one really fancied do- 
ing — we wanted to have lives 
instead. 

EF!j: What do you think of a 
proposal that the Journal change 
format to be less frequent but 
larger, with more analysis and a 
broader scope, accompanied by a 
more regularly published "action 
update?" Did that model seem 
effective for disseminating news 
and ideas in the UK? 

DoD: We can't really give ad- 
vice to folks in the US. But that 
said, the way it worked with 
the combination of the EFIAU 
and DoD wasn’t bad. The EFIAU 
was always written in a pretty 
neutral, objective way because 
it had to keep everyone in the 
movement happy; it couldn't 
too obviously take sides. The 
idea of something serving as 
the official voice of a movement 
and also taking sides in ongoing 
arguments is pretty problematic. The 
EFIAU just did news, information and 
contacts. Also, it's worth pointing out 
that there weren't only the EFIAU and 
DoD. Various other publications did, 
and still do, come out of the radical 
eco-scene and the various overlap- 
ping direct action, anti-capitalist, an- 
archist scenes. 

EFIJ: Is there anything else you want to 
discuss or mention? 

DoD: There should have been more 
about climate change in "DwE." 
There should have been more on 
preparing for crisis. 

"The Four Tasks" of "DwE" will be 
affected by climate change. Things 
are speeding up more than anyone 
thought. The hotspots analysis is still 
useful, but we're farther down the 
road than anyone thought. In "DwE," 
we said to give the hotspots 10 years 
and then maybe shift to coldspots. 
We probably haven't got that long. 

But even then, the idea of switch- 
ing to coldspots is still assuming 
that habitat destruction is the main 


problem. If the Amazon catches fire, 
we're in a different place altogether. 

The increasing realization of the se- 
verity of the climate crisis affects dif- 
ferent people in different ways. Some 
people think it's too late and have 
given up. Other people are inspired 
to take action now, like those at the 
Climate Camp. 

Discussion of collapse is becoming 
increasingly common in the 
mainstream. People are now thinking 
that they will live to see the collapse. 
This was not necessarily true of eco- 
radicals in the early '90s. At that time, 
we were getting bigger and stronger, 
and the problems didn't seem quite 
so insurmountable. The opinion then 
was that you were involved in these 
politics because you thought that you 
could save the world. Now that's not 
necessarily true. There's no implicit 
assumption that we can save it; there's 
less hope. 

For more information, visit www. 
eco-action.org/dod; www.earthfirst. 
org.uk. 
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“some sort of 
anti-snitch" 

i < 9 . 

AN INTERVIEW WITH GREEN SCARE GRAND JURY RESISTER JEFF HOGG 


by Marlena Gangi 

The largest roundup of eco-activists in US history began 
with the launch of the FBI's Operation Backfire on Decem- 
ber 7 , 2005. At a national press conference in January 2006, 
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and FBI Director Robert 
Mueller unveiled a 65-count 
indictment targeting the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) and 
the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF). Gonzales proclaimed a 
"vast ecoterrorist conspiracy" 
the country's number one do- 
mestic terrorist threat. 

At the same time, the radi- 
cal activist communities of the 
Pacific Northwest were target- 
ed in what many have come to 
see as nothing more than an 
FBI witch hunt, in which the 
grand jury system is used as a 
tool of intimidation. The city 
of Eugene, Oregon, with its rel- 
atively large population of eco- 
activists and anarchists, has 
been hit particularly hard. 

Caught up in this FBI "fish- 
ing expedition" was Eugene 
resident Jeff Hogg. With the 
feds using his activist past 
and work with the Earth First! 

Journal as fodder for criminal- 
ization, Hogg was arrested in May and jailed for six months 
because he refused to testify before a grand jury even after be- 
ing granted immunity for his testimony. He was released last 
November. 

Earth First! Journal: Can you talk a bit about where you grew 
up and what it was that moved you to environmental activism? 

Jeff Hogg: I grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area, near 


the ocean, redwood forests and oak savannas. My parents 
used to take me on hikes with an amazing naturalist named 
Ms. Terwilliger. I spent a lot of time playing in the surf, and 
you really get to hang out with a lot of animals in the right 
spots. Tide pools always fascinated me. This early bond- 
ing with nature and my mom's occasional involvement in 

anti-nuke groups probably 
influenced me. There was 
no specific event, though, 
just getting more educated 
and becoming more ma- 
ture and less selfish. Bond- 
ing with nature helped me 
work through the damage of 
growing up "civilized." 

EF!J: Can you talk about 
what you witnessed regarding 
police oppression while living 
in Eugene? 

JH: I witnessed the police 
pepper-spraying treesitters 
and targeting critical mass 
rides and peaceful protests. 
§• After the 1999 World Trade 
* Organization protests in Se- 
1 attle, things were twice as 
^ bad. Marches were met with 
^ lines of riot cops. There were 
I FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex- 
plosives agents all over my 
neighborhood, and many 
people I knew were subpoenaed starting in 2000. I defi- 
nitely had some close calls in the streets, but I wasn't into 
marching around for the sake of clashing. 

EF!f: What was your feeling as you were first approached 
by law enforcement? Were you surprised that you were shortly 
thereafter subpoenaed? 

JH: I had a lot of anxiety when I was first approached. 
It was in the parking lot at my nursing school after class. 



Grand jury resister Jeff Hogg 
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They made veiled threats of charges if I was uncoopera- 
tive. I was only surprised that they took less than a week 
to subpoena me. They told me to have my lawyer call the 
Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA), and I hadn't 
even found a lawyer yet. 

EF!J: Describe the day that you were called before the grand 
jury. Did you go in expecting that you would be taken into cus- 
tody on that day? 

JH: I felt like it was very likely. I had met with the 
AUSA previously. He said 
he would compel testi- 
mony, and I said, "No, 
you won't.” 

EF!f: What was your jail 
experience like? Did you feel 
in any way singled out be- 
cause of your activism? 

JH: Not really. The in- 
mates generally respected 
me for taking a stand, even 
if they didn’t agree with 
my politics. Some people 
thought I was weird but 
many thought I was some 
sort of anti-snitch — which 
wasn't really accurate, but 
I was happy with that kind 
of status. 

EF!J: Do you actually fall 
into some sort of federal 
criminal category now? Is 
there some "official" label- 
ing of "suspected terrorist" that will now follow you throughout 
your life? 

JH: Great question. I've been wondering that myself. I 
know that a subpoenaed "animal" activist was denied en- 
try into Canada and then harassed by the US Border Patrol 
for four hours because, as they put it, she had attended a 
protest. This type of McCarthyesque crap seems to be get- 
ting more common. It's scary, eh? 

EFlf: Can you talk about your conditions of release? 

JH: There are no conditions. My subpoena was dropped. 

EFIJ: What comes next for you? How are you picking up the 
pieces of your life? 

JH: I finally got my old job back after the New Year, but 
I can't get back into nursing school until next year. It has 
taken me a while to acknowledge the pent-up tension 
from the anxiety of this experience and start to let go of 
it. When I got out, I was saying I was fine, but I was drink- 
ing every day and feeling pretty depressed. Still, I was so 
happy to be out. I can't wait until all I have to think about 
is prisoner support. My life is greatly complicated by being 
friends with someone who cooperated. 

EFIJ: Does that present any feeling of conflict? 

JH: I may be less conflicted than other people close to 
me, which still causes great stress in those relationships. I 
don't seem to have a major problem with supporting most 
cooperating prisoners if they were pushed into that sce- 
nario by other snitches. To me, they are still people who 
put their lives on the line for the Earth. I don't support 
their cooperation, but I have empathy for their situation, 


and I honestly don't know what I would do if I were in 
their shoes. 

Once an informant starts the dominoes falling in a 
case like the Oregon one, it's hard to stop that, and if 
someone does, that person will spend decades in pris- 
on. But with information from people stupidly running 
their mouths to the wire and the second informant being 
involved in almost every arson that occurred, the feds 
suddenly had all kinds of ways to lean on many people. 

Someone was going to 
crack, and they did, and 
so on. That kind of mo- 
mentum is huge. No one 
wants to spend the rest of 
his or her life in prison. 
And there really was no 
reason to believe the feds 
were bluffing with the 
current political climate. 

Cooperator and non- 
cooperator become less 
well-defined categories 
when you look at the spe- 
cifics of what led to them 
cracking this case. Many 
people seem to have a 
dogmatic lack of empathy 
for some "cooperators. " 
This perspective doesn't 
mean I support coopera- 
tion. Just like supporting 
these prisoners doesn't 
mean I support arson. And honestly, some people I can't 
feel sorry for. But beyond this, I feel compelled to sup- 
port my close friend through the prison experience. I 
don't support her actions, but I feel what she did was for- 
givable. Some people have been spreading speculations 
with no factual basis about extraordinary cooperation on 
her part. While I don't believe this because I know her 
well, I can understand why some people can never trust 
her again. Some people want to demonize her; some who 
knew her still think she has some integrity. 

I find it hard not to feel empathy for people being 
manipulated and pressured by their lawyers, the pros- 
ecutors, and their families. I guess it goes to show what 
someone is in for if they take a clandestine road. People 
with typical emotional and social lives just aren't cut 
out for the pressures and isolation of it, whether they 
are caught or not. It's easy for people to judge what's 
happened without understanding this reality, without 
experiencing the isolation of jail, the psychological 
manipulation of profilers, the betrayal of others. I'm 
sure promises were broken, but I think there has been 
enough condemnation, and it is time for compassion 
now that the bases are almost complete. In the end, I 
think compassion is the only radical path; destruction 
can only be one tiny part of that and only when it is 
based in that. 

Marlena Gangi is a Portland, Oregon-based photojournalist. 
She dedicates her activism to fighting oppresion and all that it 
manifests. 
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Prisoners in the Struggl 

Support Them! 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner 
support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual 
prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the 
regulations are. Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When pris- 
oners are awaiting trial, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although 
many prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers 
discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Natasha Avery was released from 
prison under electronic monitoring on 
January 10, after serving 16 months for 
using abusive words and behavior to- 
ward a fox hunter. 

•Rodney Coronado, #03895-000, 
FCI Tucson, 8901 S Wilmot Rd, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85706, USA. After serving eight 
months for his role in an EF! sabotage 
of a mountain lion hunt, Coronado is 
scheduled for release on March 23. He 
is also awaiting trial for allegedly telling 
people how to construct an incendiary 
device during a speech at an animal 
rights gathering. For more information, 
visit www.supportrod.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN 4593, HMP 
Whitemoor, Long Rd, March, Cambs, 
PR15 OPR, UK. Serving an "indefinite 
sentence" of at least six years — with no 
fixed release date or upper limit — for ar- 
son against targets linked with the vivi- 
section industry. He has been moved to 
the above address. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC). He has been moved to 
the above address. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Joseph Harris, TN5728, HMP Lewes, 
Brighton Rd, East Sussex, BN7 1EA, 
UK. Serving two years for damaging 
the property of people associated with 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). In De- 
cember, his sentence was reduced from 
three years to two. 

•Christopher McIntosh, who is serv- 
ing eight years for a joint Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF)/Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arson of a McDonald's, no 
longer wishes to be associated with 


animal and Earth liberation struggles, 
and has asked to be removed from all 
prisoner support lists. 

•Nadia Winstead, who was found in 
contempt for refusing to testify about 
SHAC before a grand jury, successfully 
appealed her contempt order in Decem- 
ber and no longer faces imprisonment. 

•Peter Young was released from fed- 
eral prison on February 1, after serving 
two years for releasing mink and foxes 
from six different fur farms. Addition- 
ally, state charges against Young relat- 
ing to a 1997 mink liberation in South 
Dakota have been dropped. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Center, 
4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC, V8Z 
5B2, Canada. Appealing extradition to 
the US to stand trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arsons of logging trucks 
and vehicles owned by a sand and grav- 
el company. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 

•Nathan Block, #1663667, and Joy- 
anna Zacher, #1662550, Lane County 
Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, 
USA. Awaiting sentencing for involve- 
ment in a series of ALF/ELF actions. 

•Eric McDavid, X-29 72521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to destroy 
the US Forestry Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone tow- 
ers and power plants. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Daniel McGowan and Jonathan Paul 
are free on bail, awaiting sentencing for 
a series of ALF/ELF actions. For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Briana Waters, who is free on bail, is 
awaiting trial for her alleged involvement 


in an ELF arson. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 
12 years for conspiracy to blackmail a 
supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Rye Hill, Onley, Warwickshire, CV23 
8AN, UK. Serving 10 years for attacking 
the managing director of HLS, liberat- 
ing 600 guinea pigs and planting in- 
cendiary devices under slaughterhouse 
vehicles. 

•Madeline Buckler, PR7492, HMP 
Morton Hall, Swinderby, Lincoln, LN6 
9PT, UK. Serving two years for sending 
hate mail to a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Vic- 
torville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, 
CA 92301, USA. Serving four years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Joshua Demmitt, #12314-081, FCI 
Safford, POB 9000, Safford, AZ 85548, 
USA. Serving 2.5 years for an ALF arson 
of an animal-testing facility. 

•Darius Fullmer, #26397-050, FCI 
Fort Dix, POB 2000, Fort Dix, NJ 08640, 
USA. Serving one year for a conspiracy 
charge stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.shac7.com. 

•Garfield Marcus Gabbard, TV4271, 
HMP Moorland (Closed), Bawtry Rd, 
Hatfield Woodhouse, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire, DN7 6BW, UK. Serving 21 
months for threatening to kick a secu- 
rity guard during an anti-vivisection 
protest. 
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•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.3 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, ME1 
3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for conspira- 
cy to damage vehicles owned by people 
linked to HLS. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffordshire, 
ST21 6LQ, UK. Serving four years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, FCI 
Butner Medium II, POB 1500, Butner, 
NC 27509, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to tar- 
get nuclear facility power lines and for 
the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently, as 
well as some English. 

•Ibai Ederra,- Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Irunez, 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving 
nearly five years for sabotaging machin- 
ery at the Itoiz dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at an SUV dealer- 
ship and for attempted arson of an 
oil truck. For more information, visit 
www.freefreenow.org. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, Satellite Camp, POB 90027, 
Petersburg, VA 23804, USA. Serving 
three years for a series of ELF actions 
against McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 


nearly nine years for violating her pa- 
role by dumping a cup of red paint over 
the security apparatus of a federal court 
and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to officials with bullets inside, robbing 
a bank and burning the money. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed for 
a variety of direct actions. Except for Gioia, 
all the defendants listed below are awaiting 
trial for allegedly using explosives to dam- 
age an electricity pylon. Four other II Silves- 
tre members — Giuseppe Bonamici, William 
Frediani, Leonardo Landi and Alessio 
Perondi — are currently under house arrest. 

•Federico Bonamici, Casa di Reclusio- 
ne, Via Nuova Poggioreale 177, 80143 
Napolo Poggioreale (NA), Italy. 

•Benedetta Galante, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Contrada Capo di Monte, 82100 
Benevento (BN), Italy. Serving 3.5 years 
for promoting and participating in di- 
rect action. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Maiano 10, 
06049 Spoleto, Italy. Serving more than 
five years for promoting and participat- 
ing in direct action. Gioia is also await- 
ing trial for escaping from house arrest. 

•Silvia Guerini, Carcere "La Dozza," 
Via Del Gomito 2, 40127 Bologna, Italy. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Circondar- 
iale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 Voghera 
(PV), Italy. Serving 7.5 years for promot- 
ing and participating in direct action, 
and organizing an anti-genetic-engi- 
neering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated as- 
sault on federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck funneled money 
that he stole from banks to the Zapatis- 
ta National Liberation Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American Indi- 
an Movement activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths 
of two FBI agents killed during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 


Mapuche 

The indigenous Mapuche people in Chile 
are fighting to defend their forests from 
multinational companies. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.mapuche-nation.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolu- 
tionary group, were framed for the murder 
of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years 
each. For more information, visit www. 
onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet 
Hollaway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 
19426-0246, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612-0286, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
FCI Yazoo City Medium, POB 5888, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194-5888, USA. Serv- 
ing five years for conspiracy to destroy 
federal property during a May 2003 cel- 
ebration of the end of the US military 
occupation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, 
Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Be- 
fore she was given a life sentence in 
the early 1990s for shooting a stalker 
in self-defense, Thompson was active 
in animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www.ecopris- 
oners.org. 
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announcements 


Deep Green Resistance: Confronting Industrial Culture 
April 6-8 • Deerfield, Massachusetts 

Deep Green Resistance (DGR) will be a weekend of ex- 
ploring long-range strategy, direct action, oppression, 
peak oil, civilization, natural living and more. Additional 
workshop and discussion proposals are welcome. 

DGR will be held at the Woolman Hill Conference Cen- 
ter, a Quaker retreat in rural western Massachusetts. The 
center includes dormitory-style bedrooms, shared bath- 
rooms, a large kitchen and many meeting spaces. 

The cost is $80-150, sliding scale, including room and 
board, with some scholarships available. 

The registration deadline is March 21. 

For more information, contact deepgreenresist@yahoo. 
com; deepgreenresistance.blogspot.com. 

2007 Great Lakes Anarchist Gathering 
April 13-15 • Toledo, Ohio 

The 2007 Great Lakes Anarchist Gathering will be an op- 
portunity for Midwest anarchists to exchange knowledge 
and ideas, form a more tightly knit community and have 
a lot of fun doing it. 

Workshop and presentation slots are still available but 
are filling quickly. So far, topics include prisoner support, 
hand-to-hand combat and community gardening, along 
with presentations from John Zerzan, Kevin Tucker (Spe- 
cies Traitor ) and Fifth Estate magazine. 

An optional, ten-day survival camping excursion will 
take place immediately following the gathering. 

For more information, contact typea@riseup.net; 
midwest.azone.org; October 15th Anarchist Collective, 
octoberl5ac@hotmail.com. 

New York City Anarchist Bookfair 
April 14 • New York City, New York 

The first-ever New York City Anarchist Bookfair will 
be a one-day exposition of books, zines, art, film/video, 
panels, presentations, skillshares, and other cultural and 
political works. 

The bookfair will be held at Judson Memorial Church, 
55 Washington Sq S, between Thompson and Sullivan 
streets. Food and free childcare will be available. 

For more information, contact info@anarchistbookfair.net; 
anarchistbookfair.net. 

22nd Annual Rivercane Rendezvous 
April 15-22 • LaFayette, Georgia 

In an effort to support sustainable human civilization 
through the preservation of indigenous cultures and 
healthy ecosystems, Earthskills Rendezvous, Inc. (ERI) is 
offering a week of experiential workshops with elders and 
traditionalists from the Eastern Band of Cherokee, as well 
as primitive technologists and archaeologists. 

Workshops may include flint-knapping, friction-fire, 
hide-tanning, basketry, wild-schooling and more. 


Registration is $350, with reduced rates for youth and 
children. This includes a campsite, two meals per day, hot 
showers, toilet facilities, firewood, water, workshop in- 
struction and most materials. 

For more information or to register, contact ERI, Georgia 
Office, POB 10, Marble Hill, GA 30148; 866-RVR-CANE; 
www.primitiveskills.org. 

BioJustice 2007 

May 6-9 • Boston, Massachusetts 

BioJustice 2007 is a weeklong celebration of sustainable 
food and alternatives to corporate health care. It is being 
organized by a diverse coalition of activists, farmers, scien- 
tists and concerned citizens who oppose the Biotechnolo- 
gy Industry Organization's (BIO) conference at the Boston 
Convention and Exhibition Center on May 6-9. 

BIO will bring thousands of executives, lawyers, pub- 
lic relations firms and corporate scientists to Boston to 
promote genetically engineered food, unaffordable medi- 
cations and dangerous "biodefense" research. Through 
parades, rallies, educational events, music, a free health 
clinic and free, non-genetically modified food, BioJustice 
2007 will build popular resistance to BIO and highlight 
community-based alternatives. 

Organizers are looking for: local folks to help organize; 
herbalists, doctors, nurses and street medics to volunteer 
at the free clinic and at demonstrations; food and mon- 
etary donations; and help cooking meals. 

Folks are also encouraged to participate in the Seed Sow 
Road Show — a four-day, 100-mile bike ride from Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, to Boston — directly preceding Bio- 
Justice. The ride will stop at gardens, farms and schools 
along the way to highlight sustainable alternatives to the 
BIO agenda. 

For more information, contact spokes@riseup.net; 
squash@riseup.net; www.biojustice2007.org. 

Montreal Anarchist Bookfair and Festival of Anarchy 
May 19-20 • Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

Now in its eighth year, the Montreal Anarchist Bookfair 
and Festival of Anarchy is the largest anarchist event in 
North America. 

The bookfair is scheduled for May 19 and will include 
book and information tables, readings, films, walking 
tours and more. May 20 will be a full day of anarchist- 
themed workshops and presentations. A Festival of Anar- 
chy with numerous anti-authoritarian events is planned 
for the entire month of May. 

While the deadline for workshop proposals has already 
passed, organizers will be accepting table requests, art and 
film proposals, and festival events until April 1. 

For more information, contact Montreal Anarchist 
Bookfair, 1500 de Maisonneuve Ouest, Ste 204, Montreal, 
Quebec H3G INI, Canada; anarchistbookfair@taktic.org; 
anarchistbookfair.taktic.org. 
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The Earth First! Journal currently has an opening for a new member of our editorial staff. It could be | 
you! Being a part of the Journal is full of rewards — working on a consensus basis with a tight collective j 
to publish a magazine essential to the radical environmental movement. Our new long-term editor j 
ideally will have publishing experience, be personally compatible with existing staff, have excellent I 
editing skills, be computer literate, have a sense of humor and be able to commit to at least a year and j 
a half. As a collective, all of the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working individual is required! S 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents and activist experience to come and work for one j 
issue of the Journal as a “short-term” editor. This adds to the diversity of voices and energy in the j 
magazine. The waiting list can be long, but it also depends on how flexible your schedule is and when I 
you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest to the Earth First I Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 1 
85702. Please forward a writing sample, activist history and the names of some EF! activists who can j 
vouch for you. For more information, contact (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 

Find the KF! group nearest you. If you don t see one, start one! 


ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Santa Cruz EF! 


POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
cruzef@cruzio .com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLO R A DO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

C ONN EC T I CUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 
1 109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 


(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & Media 
Project 

3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 63118 

mberry@riseup .net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 



EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 

blogspot.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Shoiebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22a Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 
020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 


POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

NETHERLANDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
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Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthflrst@riseup.net 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 

Species Traitor/Black and Green 

POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 

primalwai@hotmail.com 

RHODE ISLAND 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 

TENNESS EE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
WASH INGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

j ames@lastwizards . com 

WISC ONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, W1 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 



The common plantain ( Plantago majors) is a medicinal 
panacea. A. tea made from its leaves will Leal stomach proklems 
and lung disorders. Ckewing its leaves will relieve tootkackes. 
Leaf poultices sootke sores, kurns, cuts, insect kites and otker 
skin irritations, and its seeds are known for tkeir mucilage and 
fiker. The plantain is a small kut widespread piece of kealing 
wilderness living in your kackyard. 


,09 

Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: 
exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising space 
in the Journal; merchandise 1 discounts; and bulk copies of the 
Journal for the price of postage. For more information, contact 
the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Warrior Tales 



by Ben Pachano 

Flaming Arrows: A Compilation of Works by Rod Coro- 
nado, 1 1 9-page book, 2007. 

From the day he burst onto the international ecodefense 
stage, Rod Coronado has been more than an activist — he 
has been a veritable force in the First World movement for 
total liberation. 

Today, Rod is facing years behind bars for allegedly giv- 
ing out information that is easily found on the Internet 
(see EF!J May-June 2006). If you don't yet know why the 
feds have it out for this guy, this is the book for you. If you 
already know who Rod is, but your old collection of Strong 
Hearts is tattered beyond repair, you may give a shout of joy 
at this compilation. If you are looking for a way to support a 
warrior in trouble or for a wonderful resource to inspire and 
renew our resistance movements, 
you need to get this book. 

The first 20 pages of the com- 
pilation consist mostly of articles 
originally published in the EF! 

Journal. The middle consists of ex- 
cerpts from the Strong Hearts zine 
that Rod put out during his first 
prison term in the '90s. The last 
third is a slightly edited version of 
the 1997 zine Memories of Freedom 
by the Western Wildlife Unit of 
the Animal Liberation Front. 

In these pages you'll read in- 
spiring, firsthand accounts of ac- 
tions from coyote liberation to 
lynx rehabilitation, sunken whal- 
ing ships to torched laboratories. 

You'll read about topics from the 
Canadian seal hunt to the strug- 
gles of the Irish Republican Army, 
and see how Rod synthesizes is- 
sues of animal, human and Earth 
liberation through the lens of an 
indigenous person fighting the 
forces of colonization. 

In August 2006, Rod wrote a 
statement from prison (included in this compilation) in 
which he said, "[In the past,] I chose to engage sometimes 
in the destruction of property. . .. No longer do I personally 
choose to represent the cause of peace and compassion 
that way.... Don't ask me how to burn down a building. 
Ask me how to grow watermelons or how to explain na- 
ture to a child. That is what I want to grow old doing." 

As the forces of destruction continue to crack down on 
our resistance movements, some warriors will be faced 
with the choice between retirement and martyrdom. I'm 


not talking about people who abandon radicalism for a 
comfortable nonprofit paycheck; I'm talking about people 
like Rod, Jeff "Free" Luers or the current batch of non- 
cooperating Operation Backfire defendants — people who 
will never be out of the feds' spotlight even when their 
prison terms are done (until the system collapses, that 
is — another reason to get to it!). 

If we want to ensure the long-term viability of our 
movements, we need to support these warriors -as they 
transition into, the elders that we are going to need over 
the long haul. In a project like Flaming Arrows, I see two 
ways of doing this. 

First, support the person. All proceeds from the sale of 
Flaming Arrows go directly to Rod and his family to help 
them with the enormous financial burdens of imprison- 
ment and mounting a legal defense. 

Second, keep their actions alive. 
An action does not end when the 
ashes grow cold or the district 
attorney says, "Case closed." It 
lives on as long as the story is be- 
ing told, informing and inspiring 
the actions of a new generation. 

A legend is told that the great 
Apache warrior-shaman Geroni- 
mo never actually died, that the 
man who surrendered to the US 
military was not the one who had 
hounded it for a quarter century. 
I don't know if Geronimo really 
rides free in the mountains of the 
Apache homeland today. But I do 
know that every time my friends 
and I camp in those mountains, 
we tell stories of Apache resis- 
tance, and the warriors of this 
place speak to us across the ages. 

So buy this book, and read it. 
Read it out loud and retell its sto- 
ries in living rooms and around 
campfires, at birthday parties and 
on war parties. Let these warrior 
tales be the sparks that ignite 
your own flaming arrows. And remember to aim high. 

Flaming Arrows is available for $12. It is published by 
the Institute for Experimental Freedom. To obtain a copy, 
go to flamingarrows.mountainrebel.net or send a blank 
money order to Flaming Arrows, c/o IEF Press, POB 372, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514. 

For more information about Rod and his case, contact 
Support for Rod Coronado, POB 732, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
info@supportrod.org; www.supportrod.org. 

Ben Pachano works with Root Force. 
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Thoughts on a Changing Earth First! 

Reflecting on this past Earth First! Organizers' Conference (OC), I noticed a 
specific category of people who left the OC really excited about Earth First!. 

These were people who — after attending workshops on sexual assault, 
radical mental health and Challenging Oppression Within — expressed their 
delight in how we EF!ers finally seem to be working on our issues. "I have 
a friend who stays away from EF! because it's not a space they want to be 
in. Now, I can tell them to come back and see what we're doing!" related a 
persyn in this group. 

In contrast, the majority of people with five to 10 years of EF! experience who 
came to the OC — people who are increasingly finding themselves in positions 
of responsibility as older EF!ers fade away — seemed generally apathetic about 
EF!. Many in this group are concentrating on projects that don't directly hoist 
the Earth First! banner, and they have been attending fewer and fewer national 
gatherings. This has contributed to a lull, with fewer actions occurring in the 
US — which, in turn, means that the Journal needs to look elsewhere for content. 

What does all of this mean? 

Earth First! is portrayed as having gone through three separate waves in 
its history. EF! started as "rednecks for wilderness," prioritizing biocentrism 
and direct action, while dismissing the patriarchy and racism that reared 
its head during this time. The late 1980s ushered in the second wave, of- 
ten characterized by Judi Bari and her focus on nonviolence (including 
discouraging property destruction) and building coalitions with loggers 
and other workers. The third wave began in the mid-to-late 1990s. It was 
represented by the green anarchists within EF! — the same folks you might 
have found in the black bloc. Idols were toppled, and anarchist values were 
implemented much more thoroughly throughout the movement. 

It may not surprise people to hear that there was drama in EF! during the 
transitions between these waves. The people who identified with the receding 
wave tended to take their loss of influence without much grace. But with each 
prophecy of the end of Earth First!, the movement has evolved into some- 
thing different and grown strong again. 

Is this the beginning of a fourth wave? Much of the newer energy that is 
being poured into the movement is more centered around humyn concerns, 
including encouraging Earth First! circles to be safe spaces for those involved. 
People who are not straight, white males have been marginalized within EF! 
since its inception. While some EF!ers have worked against this in each era, it's 
way past due that we, as a movement — both collectively and individually — ac- 
tively address our sexism, racism, homo- and transphobia, feelings of superior- 
ity over less experienced activists, issues with inflated egos.... There is a lot we 
have to work on. But let's get to it! 

I recognize that not all EF!ers are on the same page with this. If you feel 
differently — or similarly — write in to the Journal ! Come to the Rendezvous! 
Let's get a discussion going about this. I also think, if we're serious about en- 
couraging diversity in our movement, some voices need to take a step back 
to allow others room to speak. 

I'm hopeful that Earth First! will survive this lull like it has survived the 
others — only to re-emerge stronger and more poised for sustainability. As we 
broaden our inclusiveness, I'm excited to meet those who will join our ranks. 

— Donny 
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Marsh Fork Elementary 


by Skyler Simmons 

On March 13, the West Virginia 
Surface Mining Board approved a 
permit for Massey Energy to build a 
second coal silo adjacent to Marsh 
Fork Elementary School in Coal Riv- 
er, West Virginia. The site is already 
home to a coal sludge dam, an 1,800- 
acre mountaintop removal site and a 
sprawling coal-processing facility that 
has been making schoolkids sick for 
years (see EF!J July-August 2005). It 
has also been the scene 
of numerous protests 
and acts of civil disobe- 
dience, which helped 
get a previous silo per- 
mit denied in 2005. 

On March 16, about 
80 protesters with Coal 
River Mountain Watch, 

Mountain Justice Sum- 
mer, Katuah Earth First! 
and other groups rallied 
at the state capitol and 
proceeded toward Gov- 
ernor Joe Manchin's 
office. Singing the old 
union song "Which 
Side Are You On?," the 
group first occupied the 
office's reception area, 
where they demanded 
that the permit be re- 
voked and that a new, safe school be 
built in the community. Coalfield res- 
ident Ed Wiley gave a rousing speech 
and led other locals toward the gover- 
nor's door, getting stopped just short 
by capitol police. 

Having failed to gain access to the 
actual office, the group of coalfield 
residents settled for blocking the doors 
as the rest of the crowd continued to 
raise hell in the reception room. The 
governor managed to duck out the 
back door (we'll do better recon next 
time) as it became apparent that folks 
meant business. But that didn't stop 
the crowd from disrupting work at 
the capitol. Neither of the governor's 


administrative assistants were able to 
answer calls due to the noise, and the 
crowd managed to effectively block 
two other offices presumably belong- 
ing to the governor's underlings. One 
elderly woman, blocking a door with 
her walker, proclaimed, "This is our 
declaration of independence from 
King Coal." 

A couple of hours into the occupa- 
tion, and with no end in sight, Dep- 
uty Chief of Staff Joe Martin was sent 
in to placate the crowd. His promises 


to send their concerns to the gover- 
nor were greeted only with louder 
chants of, "Hey Joe, kids first!" 

The police finally got tired of the 
waiting game and gave the ultima- 
tum for the crowd to clear away from 
the office doors. The protesters again 
refused to budge, and the cops rolled 
in. Small shoving matches broke out 
as the crowd tried to hold its ground 
in front of the governor's doors. But 
the cops won out as they grew increas- 
ingly violent, throwing people to the 
ground and putting them in pain com- 
pliance holds. Many of those arrested 
went limp and forced the cops to carry 
or drag them a few hundred yards to 


the waiting arrest vehicle. In the end, 
13 people were arrested, many of them 
residents of Coal River. 

For years, the communities of Coal 
River Valley have been demanding 
the closure of Massey's Marsh Fork 
coal facility and the building of a new 
school. Kids who attend the elemen- 
tary school repeatedly complain of 
headaches and dizziness, and there 
is an abnormally high rate of cancer 
among its students and teachers. In 
addition, the school sits immediately 
below a leaking earthen 
dam that holds back 2.8 
billion gallons of toxic 
coal sludge. In 1972, a 
similar sludge dam in 
Buffalo Creek, West Vir- 
ginia, failed; 118 people 
were killed. 

It is important for a 
new school to be built 
in the community. It 
has been a longtime 
strategy of coal compa- 
nies to depopulate areas 
rich in coal. This leaves 
nothing standing in the 
way of them getting 
their greedy hands on 
the coal lying beneath 
the land. If the stu- 
dents are forced to at- 
tend school outside of 
their community, many families will 
have no choice but to leave, thus pav- 
ing the way for further pillaging and 
plundering by King Coal. 

While Governor Manchin is still re- 
fusing to budge on revoking the coal 
silo permit and building a new school, 
the people of Coal River are remaining 
strong and vowing to continue this 
fight. The Mountain Justice Summer 
network is gearing up for another Sum- 
mer of community organizing, mine 
monitoring and protesting to demand 
the end of mountaintop removal coal 
mining in southern Appalachia. 

For more information, visit www. 
mountainjusticesummer.org. 



Protesters occupying the reception area of the West 
Virginia governor's office 
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Dear SFB, 

I think it’s time to exam- 
ine not "global warming" 
but "global climate change.” 
The question arises, "Does 
mankind have anything to 
do with this?" All right, let's 
look at it this way.... 

Look at what the internal 
combustion engine has done 
to the environment in the 
about 120 years it has been 
around. Now, the experts 
said, "Something's going to 
happen here." And, of course, 
it happened a lot quicker 
than they predicted.... 

Now what are the experts 
saying? "Something's going 
to happen...." Right? And if 
we take the previous exam- 
ple as a template, whatever 
happens is probably going 
to occur much more rapidly 
than we anticipate. Now, I 
will explain to you just how 
these events will take place 
physically. 

A barrel of crude oil is a 
heavy object. As a conserva- 
tive estimate, the US alone 
burns about 100 million 
barrels of crude oil per day. 
A supertanker holds about 
256,000 barrels of crude oil. 
So, the point? The point is, 
we are taking heavy crude 
oil out of the Earth and 
burning it. This transforms 
it into heat and vapors and 
particulates. 

Any physicist can tell you 
that "matter" cannot be re- 
duced past its initial mass; 
therefore, when one bums 
oil, the products produced 
weigh the same as the origi- 
nal substance. However, a 
vapor rises up into the atmo- 
sphere. And, the Earth is not 
only spinning on its axis, but 
it is orbiting around the Sun. 
So, the vapors and gasses 
produced by the burning of 
oil rise into the atmosphere. 
Follow me so far? 


Now, Isaac Newton's Law 
of Gravitational Attraction 
states that the attraction be- 
tween two bodies is "inverse- 
ly proportional to the square 
of the distance between 
them." That means that as 
two bodies get farther apart, 
the gravitational attraction 
between them is reduced 
quite a bit (by the reciprocal 
of the distanced squared). So, 
if two bodies are two units 
apart, the attraction is one- 
quarter. But if they are three 
units apart, it is one-ninth. 

So, what happens if one 
has two bodies in orbit and 
one becomes a lot lighter? In 
the case of the Earth, it has 
an elliptical orbit. The Sun 
is a very massive object, So, 
what would happen if the 
Earth suddenly became very 
much lighter? Because that's 
exactly what's happening. 

You know what a comet 
looks like? It has a long 
tail, because it is moving at 
speed. And so is the Earth. As 
we burn off the heavy prod- 
ucts, oil, coal, metals, we 
are putting the vapors from 
this burning into the atmo- 
sphere. And, as the Earth 
spins and orbits, those va- 
pors are lost, just like a com- 
et loses its vapors, obvious to 
plain vision. 

It seems that, as the Earth's 
resources become scarcer, one 
would make efforts to con- 
serve them. But the opposite 
is the case. So, as we bum 
off the heavy materials of 
the Earth, the orbit chang- 
es. The Winters will grow 
longer and colder, and the 
Summers will grow shorter 
and hotter. Because the el- 
liptical orbit of the Earth is 
changing as the Earth grows 
lighter. It's like stretching a 
rubber band longer and lon- 
ger. Soon, the Earth will get 
very close to the Sun. Either 


it will fly off into the Uni- 
verse and freeze, or it will 
get sucked into the Sun and 
fry. Either way, we will see 
dramatic climate change. 

Interesting how Man could 
do such profound changes, 
huh? We know how sensi- 
tive our environment is, yet 
we continue to just touch it 
up, for the sake of what? Like 
one famous man said, "Gosh, 
oil has so many uses, it seems 
a shame to just burn it!" 

And I reiterate, when scien- 
tists warn us about changes, 
it's probably going to happen 
a lot faster than we antici- 
pated. I wish you all the best, 
and I'll try to help.... 

Love, 

— -John Mueller 

Dear S.F. Brains, 

I want to add to the dis- 
cussion that has been going 
on in the past couple is- 
sues about the term "Green 
Scare." I really agree with 
Chris Calef (see £F// January - 
February 2007) on this. In 
response to Will Potter's and 
Marc Hurley's letters (see ££// 
March-April 2007), I think 
what Calef was explaining, 
and what I agree with, is that 
the term "Green Scare" iden- 
tifies a group of mostly white, 
privileged, animal rights and 
radical environmental activ- 
ists, and it implies that this 
group is somehow more tar- 
geted and repressed than 
other movements. 

I do not want to invalidate 
the experiences of the SHAC 
7 or the defendants in Op- 
eration Backfire. However, 
when we lament how perse- 
cuted we are — as I think the 
term "Green Scare" does, in 
drawing similarities with the 
Red Scare — and don't recog- 
nize other groups and activ- 
ists that have experienced 
similar and more intense 


periods of repression, we are 
not actively recognizing our 
privilege. 

I think we need to more 
actively contextualize the 
repression of animal rights 
and environmental activists 
in the general climate of op- 
pression that exists right now 
and do more solidarity work 
that draws direct connections 
between diverse movements. 
Last year in Boston, there was 
a great event called Resisting 
Political Repression. For the 
first time in my experience, 
folks involved in the animal 
rights and black liberation 
movements spoke together 
about political repression. 
They shared experiences and 
talked about ways to support 
each other in resisting grand 
juries, while drawing connec- 
tions between past and pres- 
ent climates of repression. 

To blindly defend using 
the phrase "Green Scare" 
as a handy and expressive 
term — even when it com- 
municates elitism — shows 
a lack of self-criticism and 
reinforces the dangerous 
tendency of latching onto 
labels. Unfortunately, this 
is all too common within 
radical movements today. 
While I think it is important 
to identify with people who 
are taking similar actions of 
resistance and to publicize 
and comment on the part of 
a movement in which you 
feel most involved, I think 
we all need to be conscious 
that the labels we create for 
ourselves can be isolating 
and divisive. 

If we want to build "long- 
overdue relationships with 
social movements," perhaps 
being more conscious of 
what the term "Green Scare" 
implies and how it separates 
us is a good way to do this. 

— Passionfrutt Blossom 


Page 4 Earth First! Beltane 2007 



A Different Kind of Gathering 

THE 2007 ORGANIZERS’ CONFERENCE 


by Nehar Hudson 

Although I've only been to a handful of Earth First! 
gatherings, I've come to expect some continuity: an iso- 
lated rural setting; a self-sustaining camp; an overflowing 
schedule of presentations, workshops and discussions; a 
wide representation of EF! groups from various bioregions; 
an opportunity to meet new people, catch up with old 
friends and network myself silly; and a bioregionally sig- 
nificant action. 

But this year's Organizers' Conference (OC) was a very 
different kind of gathering. 

First, the OC was held at the Rhizome Collective's 
brownfield in Austin, Texas. While I couldn't help but 
long for the tall tree "stands, placid lakefronts and starry 
skies of previous locations, I'm happy that we finally had 
an urban gathering. Over the past 27 years, the focus of 
EF! has grown to include social and environmental jus- 
tice concerns, yet our OCs and Round River Rendezvous 
are still based on the old wilderness-protection platform. 
More urban gatherings focused on community gardens, 
bioremediation projects and anti-development struggles 
would help bridge the gap between theory and action. 
The Austin crew helped nudge EF! in that direction. 

However, an unanticipated result of being so close to 
civilization was that people seemed to be constantly ven- 
turing out to get food and beer, go swimming or attend 
nightly movie screenings. This OC lacked the secluded, 
self-sustaining, green-separatist feel that typically pro- 
motes a surprisingly strong sense of community and in- 
terdependence at gatherings. If future OCs and Rondys 
are held in similar settings, it would be helpful to find 
ways to reduce the lure of the outside world or at least 
to incorporate it more productively into the 
gathering's structure. 

Second, there seemed to be less 
going on than at other OCs. 

With meals imported by Aus- 
tin Food Not Bombs, for 
example, there was less de- 
pendence on group par- 
ticipation. And although 
the schedule was full, 
it wasn't as overloaded 
as usual. I appreciated 
having some unantici- 
pated leisure time, but 
the point of the Orga- 
nizers' Conference is to 
organize. Last year's OC 
in Florida was so incred- 
ibly successful in this re- 
gard that it set a new standard 


for what can be achieved through hard work and innova- 
tive planning. It'll be hard for future gatherings to rival 
the 2006 OC, but if we're going to get anything accom- 
plished in this movement, we'd all better try. 

Third, I was disappointed to see so few EF! groups rep- 
resented. Granted, there were EF!ers from Tucson, Maine, 
Katuah, Cascadia, Santa Cruz, Sierra Nevada and Indiana. 
But many of them seemed to be there as representatives 
of Rising Tide North America (RTNA), Root Force or Chal- 
lenging Oppression Within (COW). With the number of 
active EF! groups constantly shrinking, I can't help but 
wonder if EF! might be shifting away from a bioregional 
model and toward a network of issue-specific working 
groups — many of which have dispensed with the EF! ban- 
ner altogether. Unfortunately, this doesn't help encourage 
new folks to join existing EF! groups or to form new bio- 
regional ones. 

Additionally, the seasoned EF!ers in RTNA were almost 
constantly in private meetings, making them inaccessible 
to both old friends and newcomers. This unintentional 
self-imposed barrier around some of the most experienced 
and active EF!ers further contributed to the OC's unusual 
social dynamic and poor EF! representation. 

Yet even though it was unconventional, this year's OC 
was also surprisingly productive. It provided a unique op- 
portunity for new groups like RTNA and Root Force to 
do some crucial planning and outreach, while COW pre- 
sented a much-needed sexual assault and accountability 
workshop (see page 8). And the well-attended Journal dis- 
cussion finally addressed some concerns that have been 
burdening the magazine for years (see page 34). 

But the highlight of the Austin OC had to be the ac- 
tions (see pages 6 and 8). Yes, there were two 
post-gathering actions! With no action 
worked out ahead of time, Root Force 
and Roadblock EF! both stepped 
in and devised complementary 
anti-development actions, 
ensuring that we wouldn't 
have to leave town without 
first raising some good, 
old-fashioned hell. 

And to my surprise 
and delight, as we 
stormed CompUSA and 
Cintra-Zachry, I think 
we finally achieved 
the sense of commu- 
nity, interdependence 
and wild fun that had 
been mysteriously miss- 
ing before. 

Oh, the power of direct action! 



May-June 2007 Earth First! Page 5 




tfflQS 

STOMP 

IN AUSTIN : 

FiqlHTiiNiq Dams amcJ 
AnAckiNG tFe SySTEM 
WiTH Root Force 


by Penfish 

On February 25, the Stomp CompUSA campaign was 
launched with style and flair, as only Earth Firstlers can 
deliver. Departing the site of the Organizers' Confer- 
ence for a lightning, guerrilla-style raid, nearly 50 EFlers 
stormed a CompUSA in Austin, Texas, and turned it up- 
side down. Our message was clear: CompUSA will have no 
rest as long as its owner proceeds with plans to dam the 
Papagayo River in southern Mexico. 

We arrived in a caravan of five vehicles. As we had 
no clear plan for entering the store in an inconspicu- 
ous fashion, most of the 30 or so people who were part 
of inside-store affinity groups ended up going through 
the doors within a few minutes of each other. Seeing 
30 mostly young, dirty customers pour into the store 
was enough to freak out one of the cashiers, who called 
management at once. Fortunately, the affinity groups 
were moving quickly enough that chaos started to un- 
fold throughout the store before this early warning 
could make a difference. 

The first sign that something strange was going on was 
all the people running back and forth, pulling merchan- 
dise off the shelves, stacking it in the aisles and shouting 
the word "dam!" Once the dam builders started to run out 
of materials from the shelves, other store displays started 
to join the boxes on the floor. By the end, nearly every 
aisle was blocked, and displays were being tipped over 
right where they stood. 

Meanwhile, a gang of about 10 people was stripping 
down to their underwear in various parts of the store. 
Members of the Underwear gANG (UANG) — pronounced 
"wang" — couldn't seem to keep their hands off each other 


and were soon making out in prominent locations. Shop- 
pers were split between staring at UANG and refusing to 
look at them. 

Another affinity group used helium balloons to deploy 
an anti-CompUSA banner to the ceiling, then spread an- 
other on the floor, bearing the message, "Carlos Slim: Un- 
plug La Parota Dam!" Other activists were handing out 
fliers explaining the reason for the protest to shoppers, 
or secretly stowing the same fliers inside boxes of store 
merchandise. As the fliers ran out, these folks put on the 
shopper hat themselves and ran up to employees, inter- 
rupting their conversations with customers and demand- 
ing to know what was going on in the store. Finally, one 
person wandered through the aisles, loudly denouncing 
CompUSA and its owner Carlos Slim for involvement in 
La Parota. 

Using the chaotic environment as cover, some protesters 
took the opportunity to unplug electronics displays, con- 
ceal numbered eggs throughout the store or scrawl mes- 
sages on restroom walls, including "Stomp CompUSA," 
"CompUSA Funds Dams" and "CompUSA Money Supports 
Dispossessing Mexican Farmers." 

Outside, the rest of the protesters — dressed as clowns, 
otters and beavers — were dancing, chanting and encour- 
aging shoppers to go elsewhere. The last of the fliers were 
distributed onto car windshields. 

After about 15 minutes, with the store substantially 
rearranged, all the affinity groups withdrew from the 
store. A break-dancer blocked the entrance for a few 
minutes, and then the group scattered. The police had 
only just arrived and hadn't even gotten around to 
asking people to leave yet. Needless to say, no one was 
arrested. 
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So why all the ruckus? This action was the kickoff for 
Stomp CompUSA, an effort by the Root Force campaign 
to destroy the profit margins of this electronics retailer. 
Stomp CompUSA is part of a wider effort to stop the con- 
struction of La Parota Dam in southern Mexico. 

Root Force targets the companies involved in specific in- 
frastructure expansion projects in Latin America, with the 
goal of canceling those projects and choking off the sup- 
ply of cheap resources that the system needs to maintain 
itself (see EF!J September-October 2006). The campaign is 
based on autonomous affinity groups taking direct action 
against the targeted companies, which are publicized on 
the Root Force website. 

One of the projects that Root Force targets is La Parota 
Dam, which is slated for an area near Acapulco in the Mex- 
ican state of Guerrero. If built, the dam would destroy the 
lives of 75,000 in- 
digenous campesinos 
(subsistence farm- 
ers), devastate a del- 
icate bioregion and 
extend the life of 
the US economy by 
generating electric- 
ity for the South- 
west (yes, the US 
Southwest). Nearly 
four years of road 
blockades and other 
resistance have kept 
the dam in the pre- 
planning phases — 
but six campesinos 
have already been 
murdered as a re- 
sult (see EF!J March- 
April 2007). 

So how can activ- 
ists in the US have 
an impact on a project taking place so far away? It's easier 
than you might think. 

CompUSA is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Grupo Car- 
so, a holding company controlled by Mexican business- 
man Carlos Slim. Slim just became the second-richest 
person in the world. He controls a vast financial empire 
including telecommunications, construction and re- 
tail companies. A variety of Grupo Carso companies in 
Mexico have announced their intention to be involved 
in every aspect of La Parota Dam, from financing to con- 
struction to operation. 

So it's as simple as this: If Slim and Grupo Carso want to 
profit off a genocidal and ecocidal project like La Parota, 
we'll just have to cost them so much money elsewhere 
that they realize involvement in the dam is not worth it. 
All Grupo Carso companies will remain on the Root Force 
"bad guys" list until Grupo Carso publicly renounces any 
involvement in La Parota. 

After all, if they can't get anyone to build the dam, it 
simply won't be built. 

Hence, the call put out by Root Force, Rising Tide North 
America, Arizona Earth First! and Justicia Global for ongoing 


boycotts and protests of CompUSA, Sears and Kmart — all tied 
to Slim and Grupo Carso. And hence, Stomp CompUSA. 

The action in Austin was an energizing and inspiring 
kickoff to this campaign. Best of all, it would be incred- 
ibly easy to replicate in any city around the country. So 
for those of you who are scheming up a store demo at a 
bad guy near you, it seems appropriate to analyze some of 
what went wrong with this action. 

One problem was less-than-perfect communication 
between activists and shoppers. The fliers should have 
included the suggestion that shoppers contact and/or 
boycott CompUSA. 

The other problem was that, due to a failure of advance 
planning, people ended up leaving way earlier than they 
had to. Although there was an agreed-upon exit proto- 
col, some affinity groups decided to leave early because 

they had run out of 
things to do. When 
others saw this hap- 
pening, they sound- 
ed the retreat signal. 
But the police had 
barely arrived, defi- 
nitely didn't have 
the capacity to ar- 
rest so many people 
(there were only two 
of them), were not 
aggressive and had 
not even asked folks 
to leave the store. 
The protesters could 
probably have spent 
another 15 minutes 
there before even 
getting a warning. 

The other thing 
that needs mention- 
ing is that the sec- 
ond the in-store "educator" started to shout about why 
the mob was there, the manager picked up the phone 
and called the police. But given the relaxed nature of the 
police response in this case and given that the manager 
would eventually have noticed either UANG or the dams 
of merchandise in the aisles, it's not likely that this af- 
fected the action much. 

The truth is, the action was incredibly successful. There's 
no way to know how much revenue we cost that store, but 
I guarantee that it was substantial. And with each action 
that builds on this one, the cost to the company will be 
compounded by the damage to its brand image. 

A myriad of campaigns have already shown that it 
doesn't take much to bring a retail chain to its knees. Let's 
get to it! 

Contact CompUSA at 14951 N. Dallas Parkway, Dallas, 
TX 75254; (972) 982-4000; (972) 982-4030 (fax); www. 
compusa.com. 

For more information, contact Root Force, POB 
1302, Tucson, AZ 85702; info@rootforce.org; www. 
rootforce.org. 

Penfish is an endangered cichlid from the Papagayo River. 



"Dams" were made in the aisles of CompUSA. 
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‘REPORTBACK 


C\\cx II enging Oppression Within 


by Clara 

"Don't become an anarchist!" a friend of mine said, warn- 
ing me that the anarchist subculture was "inherently racist 
and sexist." I began to wonder if just associating myself with 
the Earth First! movement was weakening my resistance to 
these forms of oppression, especially when those who ex- 
pressed the most concern were my friends of color. 

When I arrived in Austin, Texas, at the Earth First! Or- 
ganizers' Conference (OC) in February, there seemed to 
be an even balance of male- and female-assigned people, 
but they mostly appeared to be white. I grew more hope- 
ful, though, after learning that Challenging Oppression 
Within (COW) would be facilitating a "confronting sexual 
assault" workshop at the beginning of the OC. The work- 
shop had been a condition set by our hosts, the Rhizome 
Collective, in order to address Earth First! 's reputation as a 
mostly white male movement oblivious of privilege. 

"The problems with sexual assault within EF! can realis- 
tically be traced back to the problems with oppression and 
hierarchy within EF!," one COW organizer said. 

Many people's perceptions of the EF! movement come 
from the image they get from the gatherings. For this 


reason and others, members of COW want the caucus to 
have a presence at all gatherings, offering support and 
resources for fighting oppression (see EF!J November- 
December 2006). 

COW held a meeting to share ideas for the caucus's pos- 
sible roles in the movement. There were about 20 people sit- 
ting on dry grass at the top of a ridge overlooking the main 
fire pit when we started brainstorming COW's next steps. 

Making a Statement 

One of the main ideas we came up with was to write 
a policy for dealing with acts of oppression that could 
be adopted at gatherings or by groups in different bio- 
regions. First and foremost, this policy would declare 
that any discrimination or alienating actions will not 
be tolerated. Some people thought that it would be 
appropriate to come up with flexible guidelines for 
certain situations — for example, when honoring the ac- 
countability process of a sexual assault perpetrator at- 
tending a gathering. The circle acknowledged that we 
must always look at each case individually. Regardless 
of whether COW writes something and considers it a 
policy or guidelines, many pushed for the use of very 



Office Occupation in Austin 


by a "Couple of EFIers" 

Following this year's Organizer’s 
Conference, affinity groups planned 
a direct action targeting the corpora- 
tion Cintra-Zachry. Cintra-Zachry's 
parent company, Cintra, is involved 
in road building and privatization 
plots around the world, including 
the infamous 1-69 free trade cor- 
ridor. In particular, it injects road- 
building funds into Departments of 
Transportation by buying existing 


roads, as well as buying the rights to 
build more. 

In order to confront the road-build- 
ers and the corporations that profit 
from "development," activists festive- 
ly took over the Cintra-Zachry office 
in Austin, Texas, with noise-makers, 
instruments, banners and chants. 
Confusion reigned as Earth Firstlers 
played trumpets, performed a kiss-in, 
banged on drums and shouted in op- 
position to destmctive superhighway 
projects. Office workers responded in 


a variety of ways, apparently depend- 
ing on their status in the company. 
While many of the secretaries seemed 
friendly and amused, upper managers 
responded with mild violence, push- 
ing people and preventing them from 
accessing certain rooms. (We wonder 
what they had to hide). 

Cintra-Zachry managers eventually 
called 911 to rid their office of activ- 
ists. Action participants had discussed 
this likelihood beforehand and had 
decided that it would be safe to stay 
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and Winter 


strong language in order to clarify that gatherings are 
meant to be safe spaces for everyone. 

Anti-Oppression Values in Action 

COW also wants to make anti-oppression tools and re- 
sources available at gatherings and to local EF! groups. 
People recommended workshops, trainings, ally teams 
and mediation groups. We brought up having skits and 
performances at gatherings, as well as having banners 
with anti-oppression messages in trees. We also talked 
about including an article related to challenging oppres- 
sion in every issue of the Journal. 

Ideas for the 2007 RRR 

Eventually, we honed in on this Summer's Rendezvous. 
How could the organizers and COW make it welcoming for 
more people? Someone proposed inviting indigenous elders 
to help plan the gathering. Someone else thought it would 
be good to have workshops led by Spanish speakers with 
English translation provided — as well as translation into 
Spanish for workshops conducted in English. We also dis- 
cussed inviting someone who could work as a sign language 
translator. Someone requested that there be more of a gender 


balance in terms of workshop facilitation and action plan- 
ning at the RRR than there was at the Winter OC, to counter 
the "Earth First! boys' club." Along these lines, there was talk 
of a future action entirely planned and carried out by people 
who identify as wimmin. In addition, we decided that com- 
ing to an overt consensus during decision-making processes 
and having frequent "go-arounds" are helpful guidelines for 
balancing power based on privilege. 

One of the RRR organizers talked about plans for a Trans' 
and Wimmin's Action Camp (TWAC) prior to the RRR. We 
all liked the idea of having gender-related skillshares and 
actions planned by TWAC participants. Local men have 
already volunteered to do dishes and cook for TWAC. 

The COW caucus checked out by going around the 
circle to hear general feelings and to make tangible ar- 
rangements. A possible anti-oppression policy or set of 
guidelines for the RRR will be finalized once people get 
to Indiana this Summer. Everyone felt excited about our 
plans and good about the meeting. The sky had become 
dark by then, and we could see the fire pit glowing. 

Clara's first EF! gathering was the Austin OC. Her interests in- 
clude the 1-69 roadblock roadshow, grassroots projects in Detroit 
and exposing Coca-Cola's crimes. She is excited about COW. 



Against 1-69 


for a predetermined length of time 
without risking repression. In the end, 
the group departed at the agreed-upon 
time, making sure no one was left be- 
hind and leaving Cintra-Zachry's can- 
dy baskets empty (another blow to the 
megamachine!). As a result, there were 
no arrests. Similar office demonstra- 
tions — quick, disruptive and without 
arrests — have erupted throughout the 
proposed route of 1-69. 

Cintra-Zachry owns several pieces 
of the Trans-Texas Corridor, a highly 


contested road building project 
which hopes to facilitate the easy 
transport of goods from Mexico 
and Central America to the US. This 
Trans-Texas Corridor is the south- 
ern piece for the "NAFTA Super- 
highway" (1-69) in the US, planned 
to connect commerce from Panama 
to Canada. 

Roadblock EF! is at the forefront of 
the fight against 1-69. For more infor- 
mation about this and related infra- 
structure projects, see pages 23-25. 
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by the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 

COMPILED BY DONNY 

Every year, a massive killing machine orbits the con- 
tinent of Antarctica. It's a large, floating, industrialized 
factory that acts as the mother ship to five fast, lethal 
hunting machines. 

The Nisshiti Maru is this factory ship, but we have given 
it a more appropriate name — the Cetacean Death Star. 
Since the global moratorium on commercial whaling was 
established in 1986 by the International Whaling Com- 
mission (IWC), the Cetacean Death Star has murdered 
some 18,000 defenseless and endangered whales in an 
area designated as the Antarctic Whale Sanctuary. 

One is not allowed to set up an industrialized factory 
on the shores of the continent of Antarctica. It would 
be a violation of the Antarctic Treaty, which also forbids 
the hunting and exploitation of Antarctic wildlife. Yet, 
Japanese whalers have moved a floating factory into the 
waters off the coast and are engaged in the systematic 
slaughter of endangered whales. In fact, they are target- 
ing three different species — piked (Minke), humpback 
and fin whales. 

This year, they have targeted nearly 1,000 whales. Next 
year, they intend to increase this number. 

Dubbing this year's campaign "The Impossible Mis- 
sion," the crews of the Sea Shepherd ships Farley Mowat 
and Robert Hunter were determined to find this fleet and 
keep it from killing the whales. 

The Farley Mowat and the Robert Hunter met up in the 
Ross Sea, off of Antarctica, on January 19. The crews of 


both ships then constructed a steel helicopter deck on the 
Robert Hunter in two and a half days, in order to allow the 
helicopter Kookaburra to work between both ships. 

On January 22, the ships began a search pattern 
through the Ross Sea. For 19 days, the ships searched, 
sending out helicopter reconnaissance whenever the 
weather permitted. 

Sea Shepherd suspected that the whalers were using a 
satellite tracking program to monitor the movements of 
the Sea Shepherd ships. Captain Paul Watson decided to 
work the ships through two hundred miles of ice south- 
east of the Balleny Islands, where the satellite could not 
track them. 

Finally, on February 9, the Robert Hunter found the whal- 
ing fleet — three harpoon vessels and the factory ship, the 
Nisshiti Maru — and there were whales nearby. 

As the Robert Hunter approached, the harpoon vessels 
fled to the north, the whales escaped to the west, and 
the Nisshin Maru fled to the east straight toward the 
Farley Mowat. 

When the factory ship was two miles away, the Farley 
Mowat deployed three Zodiac inflatables and sent them 
to head off the Nisshin Maru. The Zodiac crew used nail 
guns to fasten steel plates over outtake drains where whale 
blood drains off the deck, and tossed smoke canisters and 
stink bombs onto the deck of the factory ship, shutting 
down its operations. 

As the pursuit continued, the weather changed abruptly, 
and the vessels were quickly engulfed in fog, sleet, snow 
and wind. Captain Watson called back his boats, but only 
two of the three returned. 
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It quickly became apparent that the third boat was lost. 
The Farley Mowat initiated a search grid and issued a mari- 
time distress call. This obligated the Japanese factory ship 
to participate in the search. The other Japanese vessels in 
the fleet refused to participate. 

The search grid worked, and the two crew members 
were found seven hours later. Both were wearing wetsuits 
under Mustang survival suits and were in good spirits. 
They were found just in time, since the weather got very 
nasty soon after. 

Captain Watson thanked the Japanese for participating 
in the search and then politely said that it was back to the 
business of protecting whales. 

For two days, the weather prevented any whaling activi- 
ties. Then, on February 12, the Robert Hunter spotted the 
whaling vessel Kai- 
ko Maru chasing a 
pod of whales. Cap- 
tain Alex Cornelis- 
sen placed his ship 
between the whales 
and the whalers, al- 
lowing the whales ' 
to escape. 

The ships were in 
an area of ice floes, 
and the Kaiko Mam 
swerved into the side 
of the Robert Hunter, 
forcing it to strike a 
large pan of ice. The 
collision put a large 
gash in the Robert 
Hunter's bow and the ice buckled a plate below the water line 
on the port side. 

The Farley Mowat arrived on the scene in time to observe 
the Kaiko Mam deliberately back into the Robert Hunter's 
port stern, inflicting a second gash in the hull — this time 
above the deckline. 

The Kaiko Mam then put out a distress signal and re- 
ported that they had been rammed. Of course, this wasn't 
true. Aside from video evidence, there is the fact that Sea 
Shepherd ships have rammed whalers before, but have al- 
ways admitted to it. (Only a year ago, the Farley Mowat 
hit the side of a whaling fleet supply ship, the Oriental 
Bluebird.) If the Robert Hunter had deliberately rammed the 
Kaiko Maru, Sea Shepherd would proudly admit it. This 
didn't happen. The target was the Nisshin Mam, the Death 
Star of the fleet. 

The Nisshin Mam is not a very safe ship. About 10 years 
ago, while en route to the coast of Antarctica, the vessel 
suffered a major fire that forced it into a South Pacific 
island port for repairs. 

Well, it has happened again. 

The good news is that the fire prevented the Nisshin Mam 
Death Star from continuing the slaughter of the whales. 
The whalers had slain about 400 of the 960 whales they 
targeted. The fire saved the lives of more than 500 whales. 
And the hated Cetacean Death Star burned for days. 

"Of course, we are concerned for the welfare of the crew 
on the Nisshin Mam," said Captain Watson. "However, we 


are down here because of our concern for the welfare and 
fate of defenseless whales. These highly intelligent, social- 
ly complex, sentient beings are now safe for the rest of this 
season from the merciless harpoons." 

Ironically, the fire on the Death Star was fueled by whale 
oil and blubber. The ship became a crematorium for its 
victims, with the slain whales contributing to the destruc- 
tion of the vessel that took their lives. 

Japanese officials reported that the blaze broke out be- 
low deck, where whale carcasses are processed. Most of 
the vessel's 148-member crew were evacuated to the three 
harpoon boats, though one crew member died in the fire. 

After the fire, the Sea Shepherd ships could only pur- 
sue the whaling fleet for two more days. They were 
forced, by lack of fuel and bureaucratic harassment, to 

head for port. 

The impossible mis- 
sion was fulfilled. 
Against all odds, two 
ships came from oppo- 
site sides of the planet 
and found the whaling 
fleet operating illegally 
off the coast of Antarc- 
tica. Two pods of whales 
were saved. This cam- 
paign highlighted the 
continuing illegal opera- 
tions of Japan's ruthless 
whaling fleet, and the 
message that the whal- 
ers were killing endan- 
gered whales in a whale 
sanctuary was widely publicized around the world. 

Now docked in Melbourne, Australia, the Farley Mowat 
may be seized as an undocumented vessel. The damage on 
the Robert Hunter needs to be repaired. And most impor- 
tantly, preparations must be made to return next December, 
with a dedicated and determined crew, to halt new plans to 
slaughter the humpbacks and the fin whales. 

Sea Shepherd will be speaking with the relevant author- 
ities about the possibility of keeping the Farley Mowat in 
Melbourne permanently as the Southern Oceans Whale 
Sanctuary Information Center and Museum. Keeping it 
in service to the whales is a fitting retirement; Sea Shep- 
herd cannot afford to operate both ships, and the Farley 
Mowat is getting old. 

The media finds it difficult to understand that these whalers 
are involved in a criminal operation. Violence is being caused 
by harpoons and electric lances in these waters each and every 
day. Hundreds of whales die in horrific agony as their convuls- 
ing bodies pump hot blood into the frozen seas. 

This is the violence that is being ignored and trivialized. 

One thing is for certain: the 2006-2007 whaling season 
was a disaster for the Japanese whaling fleet. The Cetacean 
Death Star was knocked out of action for the season and, 
with luck, will not be operable by the end of the year. But 
if it is, Sea Shepherd ships will be back in the Antarctic 
Whale Sanctuary to once again intercept and disrupt the 
whalers' lethally criminal activities. 

For more information, visit www.seashepherd.org. 



A humpback whale gets in singing position. 
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Angelic Upstarts 

Defend 


Weld Valley 


Coming down to Tasmania, I wasn't sure what to expect. One hears about the forest defense happening in Australia, but being 
from Cascadia, it was hard to imagine what the struggle was like on the far side of the planet. I quickly learned that, despite the 
vast distance, the game is pretty much the same. It is great to have the chance to talk face to face with dedicated forest activists 
on the other side of the Earth and learn from them, while lending what skills I can from my time in the forests of Cascadia. There 
are moments — when hiking through the ancient forests or planning an upcoming action — that I forget I am not home in. Oregon. 
It just goes to show that no matter where you are on this Earth, those of us who. care enough to act in defense of this planet are 
held together by a cause greater than any one of us, greater than the thousands of miles separating us. That cause, afmUrse, is 
protecting the Earth from those who would destroy it and standing up for the Earth First! 

— Gedderi Cascadia 


by Jenny Weber 

Creative direct actions were re- 
cently taken at three critical access 
points for logging in Tasmania's 
Weld Valley to put the spotlight on 
this threatened ancient forest val- 
ley. A forest defender halted log- 
ging truck access from a platform 
suspended from a bridge over the 
wild Weld River, while another ac- 
tivist was locked to a 
barrel at the gate of 
the main entrance to 
the logging highway. 

Less than 20 miles 
away, along a promi- 
nent tourist route 
also used for logging, 
an angel tripod dis- 
played our creative 
defiance. The majori- 
ty of the tourists who 
were shuttled past 
the action showed 
signs of support for 
the forest defenders' 
message. 

Logging in Tasma- 
nia's southern forests 
is destroying large 
areas of remote wil- 
derness for woodchips (see EF!f Sep- 
tember-October 2006). Because of 
an unrelenting thirst for forest de- 
struction on behalf of the Australian 
federal and Tasmanian state govern- 
ments, and the monolithic company 
Gunns Ltd., large areas of wilderness 


were logged and burned during the 
Southern Hemisphere's Summer of 
2006-2007. 

A yearlong Weld Valley commu- 
nity forest occupation ended last 
November, when 60 police arrested 
people staying at the blockade and 
proceeded to dismantle the road- 
blocking, life-sized pirate ship. Im- 
mediately, we launched 10 days of 
passionate direct actions and com- 


munity walk-ins to highlight the 
new logging road that pushed miles 
past where the pirate ship had stood. 
A large community mobilization en- 
sued, with 25 arrests resulting from 
a series of nonviolent actions. Since 
November, there has been ongoing 


direct action during which almost 
all the Weld campaigners have been 
arrested. 

Loggers have often initiated vio- 
lent confrontations since the direct 
actions began. Nonviolent protesters 
have had machinery driven at them, 
been assaulted by loggers and been 
threatened with sexual violence. In 
one instance, in the searing heat of 
Summer, a protester had stink bombs 
thrown in his lap and 
honey poured on him 
to attract large, bit- 
ing flies while he was 
locked to machinery 
for seven hours. 

A new attack on free 
speech was launched 
this February by the 
government's log- 
ging agency, Forestry 
Tasmania, when it 
filed a Supreme Court 
injunction aimed 
at halting the Weld 
Valley campaign. Its 
purpose was twofold: 
to force us to halt a 
planned walk-in on 
the coming Sunday 
and to completely 
halt all support for nonviolent pro- 
tests in the Weld Valley. If success- 
ful, Huon Valley Environment Center 
(HVEC) members would no longer be 
able to provide things such as hous- 
ing, first aid, food or transport to those 
involved in protesting. 



The filth tries to break up a blockade. 
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Forestry Tasmania eventually 
withdrew the case during the hear- 
ing, after the bulk of its hastily 
drawn-together Internet evidence 
was found to be inadmissible. The 
company had trawled through for- 
est protest blogs, video sites and the 
HVEC website to provide evidence 
of a conspiracy to cause 
economic harm to the 
corporation, lumping 
it all together onto one 
badly copied CD. Ac- 
tivists waited another 
week to hear if Forestry 
Tasmania was going to 
pursue the injunction. 

Thankfully, it did not. 

Instead, it was ordered 
to pay our court costs 
of about $6,000, as well 
as its own fees. At tax- 
payers' expense, this 
was a futile attempt to 
put the clamps on for- 
est defenders. 

Weld Valley activists 
were joined this Summer 
by a blockade- camp in 
another ancient valley of 
the southern forests, the 
Upper Florentine. The 
Upper Florentine Valley 
is home to hundreds of 
acres of pristine, old- 
growth forest, spectacu- 
lar mountain ranges, 
wild rivers, and numer- 
ous indigenous and cul- 
tural heritage sites. The 
valley is bordered on 
three sides by the Tasmanian Wil- 
derness World Heritage Area and has 
been recognized by numerous experts 
as being of World Heritage value. 

For more than five months, the 
Florentine blockade — home to local 
and international activists — has ef- 
fectively held off logging operations 
that would make way for a proposed 
road in the southern part of the val- 
ley. It has been the base for a num- 
ber of nonviolent direct actions in 
the area. This blockade was raided 
by more than 40 police and forestry 
workers on February 21, and 16 ar- 
rests were made over the following 
three days. However, a blockade con- 
sisting of a complex system of new 
structures has been built, and the 
camp continues to prevent Forestry 


Tasmania's proposed devastation of 
this ancient ecosystem. 

The government is ignoring the 
advice of numerous national and 
international experts, who call for 
protection of these ancient forests. It 
is ignoring the federal court, which 
says that the government logging 


entity is undertaking illegal logging 
practices. It is also undermining the 
wishes of the Tasmanian people by 
proceeding with this illegal and un- 
sustainable logging. Instead, large ar- 
eas are being closed off to allow for 
logging, and three legally binding 
exclusion zones have been placed 
over the entire ancient wilderness of 
the Weld, Denison and Upper Floren- 
tine valleys in the past few months 
to prevent the public and the media 
from visiting them. 

You can help us by joining our cam- 
paign to protect Tasmania's wild, an- 
cient forests. For more information, 
visit www.huon.org. 

fenny Weber is a forest activist and a 
mother. She is also a founding member of 
the Huon Valley Environment Center. 
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Judge Revokes Coal 
Mining Permits 

On March 23, a federal judge 
ruled that the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) had illegally 
issued permits to Massey Energy 
for four mountaintop removal 
coal mines in West Virginia. 
Judge Robert Chambers revoked 
the permits, stating that USACE 
had violated the Clean Water Act 
and the National Environmental 
Policy Act by permitting mines 
that would bury valley streams 
in rubble. 

Although USACE is allowed to 
reissue the mine permits, it must 
now conduct more extensive im- 
pact studies and comply with en- 
vironmental regulations. 

"The evidence to date shows 
that USACE has no scientific 
basis... upon which it bases its 
decisions to permit this perma- 
nent destruction of streams and 
headwaters," said Earthjustice at- 
torney Steve Roady. 

Venezuela Freezes New 
Coal Mines 

Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez has prohibited the open- 
ing of any new coal mines in the 
state of Zulia, as well as the ex- 
pansion of the Guasare and Paso 
Diablo mines. 

On March 20, Minister of the 
Environment Yubiri Ortega an- 
nounced the decree before lead- 
ers of the Yukpa and Wayuu 
communities. Although these 
and other indigenous communi- 
ties — which have long opposed 
the expansion of mining inter- 
ests throughout Zulia — celebrat- 
ed the announcement, they were 
reluctant to claim victory just yet 
(see EF!f July-August 2005). 

A press release issued by the 
Yukpa and Wayuu communities 
stated, "We will continue this 
struggle.... We know that the 
powerful multinational mining 
interests in Zulia will keep trying 
to keep their coal megaproject 
alive, whatever the cost." 



A sitter hangs from a bridge over the Weld River. 


May -June 2007 Earth First! Page 13 



L©nd@n Risfln ojidj 

Carbon Neutral Company 


By London Rising Tide 

The three of us who walked into the 
Carbon Neutral Company (CNC) at 
9:30 a.m, on February 21. had a good 
day. We decided to dispense with du- 
plicity and say we were from London 
Rising Tide. Having signed in, we de- 
cided one of the two boardrooms in 
CNC's spanky new King's Cross of- 
fices would do the trick and quickly 
barricaded ourselves inside with the 
boardroom's table and chairs. 

It took a while for the employees to 
work out what we were doing. They 
might have wondered why we moved 
the table and drew big words in felt pen 
on the flip chart paper, but that didn't 
automatically spell out the words "of- 
fice occupation" for them. Weird kin- 
dergarten types, maybe, but protesters, 
no. The words on the flip chart sheet 
eventually spelled out the slogan "Car- 
bon Offset = Climate Upset," and we 
stuck them to windows facing down on 
the insanely busy street below. There, 
three friends had a banner fiendishly 
bearing the exact same slogan. They 
were busy symbolically sweeping coal 
under a carpet for a Swedish TV crew 
and anyone else who was intrigued. 

Back upstairs, we spent the day draw- 
ing more big slogans, such as "Carbon 
Neutral Con," phoning the press, 
playing the blues on the harmonica, 
throwing executive stress balls at each 
other, talking over the issues, sleeping 
and chatting to the CNC CEO, who 
subsequently told employees that we 
had refused to talk to him. In fact, he 
declined our invitation of a reasoned 
discourse, albeit through the glass of 
our barricaded door. 

Why is it that people like that al- 
ways think that a meeting with us in 


their boardroom, where we get to sit 
with the grown-ups and maybe even 
eat some of their biscuits while outlin- 
ing our concerns, is going to result in 
anything other than yet more prevari- 
cation and empty, greasy promises of 
some future fruitful working relation- 
ship? And why would the world out- 
side have any interest whatsoever in 
the news that yet another campaign- 
ing group has been coaxed in from the 
icy streets to join a mutually beneficial 
partnership with another bunch of 

We decided that 
one of the two 
boardrooms in 
CNC’s 

mew King’s Cross 
offices would do 
the trick, and 
quickly DsainrtlsffldM 
ourselves inside. 


bemusing, statistic-spouting, besuited 
lunatics who claim that markets are 
going to dig us out of the climate cri- 
sis? Phew. Here's the short version: 
Watch out if you get invited into the 
cozy offices of the dark forces, girls 
and boys, unless you want to end up 
on the boss's knee. 

When the police arrived, one asked 
with dark jocularity if the one of us 
whose neck was locked on to the door- 
blocking table had any life insurance. 
But then they went away, having said 
this action was unlawful but not ille- 
gal, and that it was a civil matter. This 


left us to enjoy the tranquil, ’drowse- 
inducing Summer sunshine until we 
decided to make a move at 4:15 p.m. 

The CNC-run All Party Parliamenta- 
ry Committee on Climate Change — to 
which we had declined the oppor- 
tunity to make a presentation — was 
still in session. The Women's Institute 
took our place alongside Friends of 
the Earth and Stop Climate Chaos. 

We declined the invitation to address 
this meeting because we believe in the 
creation of mass movements striv- 
ing for systemic social and ecological 
change. Engaging with the committee 
would be a distraction from that, as 
it's not in the interests of either Par- 
liament or private companies to advo- 
cate, or work for, such change. Also, 
we are deeply skeptical about the ap- 
parent privatization of the committee 
process, especially when the company 
concerned is profiting handsomely by 
selling the phony solution of carbon 
offset to the public. 

We had been harboring a stray piece 
of coal all day. Once we had tidied up 
the boardroom after ourselves and 
pulled the table from the door, we 
presented the coal to the (extremely 
helpful) receptionist along with a 
note reading, "Offset this (please)." 
Actually, on reflection, I think it 
should have read, "Offset this (cannot 
be done)," or some such notion. But 
never mind. We were free, at least af- 
ter I had scampered to the open-plan 
office and said to the underwhelmed 
assembled, "Goodbye, and by the 
way, please find a better way to save 
the planet, because this method ain't 
working." 

At least, I hope that's what I said. 
We discussed throughout the day 
what effect our action might have on 
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the employees working in their open- 
plan office behind one of our board- 
room walls. The indications we could 
glean were that we had upset them 
mightily. Who wouldn't be upset by a 
group of outsiders wandering in with 
a message that what the company 
does is the opposite of helping the cli- 
mate heal? We tried to make it clear 
that our critique was of the company, 
not to mention capitalism itself, and 
not of the employees, but still, it can't 
be a hundred laughs to have our lot 
saying that the morality of offsetting 
is deeply flawed. 

Finally, with an apology to the 
man at the desk who signed us 
in — he seemed relaxed about things, 
fortunately — we really were free. 
Free to enjoy the bourgeois delights 
of this teeming metropolis. Free 


to accept a free lobotomy — sorry, 
1 mean a free copy of the newspa- 
per London Lite from an overworked 
giver-outer chasing a quota. Free to 
enjoy a rush-inspiring throwaway- 
cupped smoothie at a caff down 
the street. Free to trundle home to 
a warm house and immediately ac- 
cess the wonders of the Internet. 
Yes, we were free to acknowledge 
how embedded we are into a system 
built on exploitation and injustice, 
topped off with a wholesome-look- 
ing but totally toxic layer of bullshit 
and greenwash. Hypocrites? Prob- 
ably. In that case, how about hyp- 
ocrites who helped strip that toxic 
layer away for just a millisecond to 
let some real daylight flood into the 
debate? Definitely. And I feel really 
good about that. 
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Bush Moves to Gut 
Endangered Species Act 

Undeterred by the failure of pre- 
vious legislative attempts to un- 
dermine the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA), the Bush administra- 
tion is now hoping to cripple the 
ESA through new administrative 
regulations (see EF!J November- 
December 2005). A leaked draft 
of the regulations was released by 
the Center for Biological Diver- 
sity (CBD) and Public Employees 
for Environmental Responsibil- 
ity on March 27. 

If approved, the regulations 
would: establish current extinc- 
tion rates as an acceptable base- 
line; undermine critical habitat 
recovery by protecting only nat- 
ural features that existed at the 
time of designation; prevent the 
listing of new species by limit- 
ing extinction projections to 20 
years and ignoring historic loss 
of range; allow states to veto new 
listings and to assume control of 
species listings, critical habitat 
designations, and recovery and 
conservation plans; and more. 

OfficeMax Announces 
New Paper Standards 

On February 19, OfficeMax an- 
nounced a new and more envi- 
ronmentally responsible paper 
procurement policy. The policy 
states that OfficeMax will main- 
tain better records of where its 
paper comes from, avoid suppli- 
ers that "convert natural forests 
to industrial plantations," aim 
for 30 percent post-consumer 
content in its paper products and 
no longer carry paper derived 
from endangered areas. 

OfficeMax's new policy is the 
result of the Dogwood Alliance's 
and Forest Ethics' seven-year mar- 
ket campaign against the highly 
destructive paper industry. Un- 
fortunately, OfficeMax has not 
accepted Dogwood Alliance's de- 
mand to avoid paper from south- 
ern Appalachian forests. 


May-June 2007 Earth First! Page 15 




by Everglades Uprising! 

Who can envision a more dastardly 
duo, or more worthy opponents, than 
the fossil fuel barons and real estate 
developers encroaching into the Ever- 
glades? Between pollution, water con- 
sumption, sprawl and catastrophic 
climate change, our generation may 
well be the last to know the Everglades 
ecosystem, also known as the River of 
Grass. Both hydrologists and climate 
scientists have spelled this out repeat- 
edly and with terrifying clarity. Yet 
Florida Power & Light (FPL) is raising 
the torch high for the south Florida 
tradition of acting without regard for 
consequence or reason. 

The Swamp's Final Days? 

FPL has proposed two huge fossil 
fuel power plants in the Everglades 
region: one in Glades County pow- 
ered by coal and one in Palm Beach 
County powered by gas and oil. They 
are both being presented as having 
the cleanest, most efficient and "best" 
available technology, but the facts 
and statistics show the contrary. 

The reality is, no industry has ever 
presented itself as a toxic, destructive, 
expensive, irresponsible entity that 
will poison and overextend the wa- 
ter supply; spew harmful substances 
into the air; cause cancer and emphy- 
sema; leak, spill or explode; facilitate 


unwanted urban growth; heat up the 
planet; kill the last living reefs; or in- 
crease the ferocity of hurricanes and 
the spread of tropical diseases. 

Nor would any profit-driven cor- 
poration admit that its next project 
would compromise the world's largest 
and most expensive restoration proj- 
ect, the Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan, which is being craft- 
ed for the Everglades using billions of 
public dollars. 

Companies simply don't present 
themselves with these images. They 
speak only of the jobs and tax base 
they will bring. In FPL's case, often- 
fabricated economic benefits are fol- 
lowed up with a heavy greenwashing 
campaign, where it touts small envi- 
ronmental efforts to hide its massive- 
ly detrimental projects from public 
scrutiny. While FPL boasts openly of 
a 250-kilowatt solar power project on 
the Gulf Coast (which has not actu- 
ally been completed), it hires high- 
powered public relations firms, such 
as Wragg & Casas, to sneak these atro- 
cious fossil fuel plants, which total 
over 5,000 megawatts, past the pub- 
lic right here in the world-renowned 
Everglades. 

Between the 1,960-megawatt coal 
plant in Glades and the 3,300-mega- 
watt gas plant in Palm Beach, the 
hazardous emissions would total 
more than 25,000 tons annually, 


including sulfer dioxide, carbon mon- 
oxide, coarse particulate matter, vola- 
tile organic compounds and sulfuric 
acid mist. Carbon dioxide emissions, 
the leading greenhouse pollutant and 
global warming culprit, would total 
nearly 28 million tons per year. High- 
ly toxic mercury (mainly from the 
coal) would total about 200 pounds. 
Billions of gallons of water would be 
drawn from surface and aquifer sourc- 
es every year. 

These power plants are the dirty 
engines of an urban sprawl bulldozer. 
Nearly a million new units of develop- 
ment — many of which would be aimed 
at rezoning land in rural, wild South 
Florida for commercial, residential 
and industrial construction— would 
be built. As one Everglades Coalition 
participant put it, "It used to be that 
the Park Service saw big agriculture 
as the enemy — but now with urban 
sprawl, agriculture looks good!" Ur- 
ban demands are sucking the Biscayne 
Aquifer dry, causing further saltwater 
intrusion. Now, the South Florida Water 
Management District wants to increase 
extraction from the Floridan Aquifer. 
In addition, we are losing open, water- 
permeable space to concrete at unprec- 
edented rates. Between urbanization's 
concrete and canals, and the power 
plants themselves, we are altering the 
essential evapotranspiration cycle — the 
combination of evaporating water and 
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transpiring plants — which keeps wet 
ecosystems like the Everglades alive 
and productive. Everything on the 
planet (including us) would survive, 
and potentially thrive, without fossil- 
fuel generated electricity; but without 
clean, fresh water, there is nothing left 
of the Everglades. 

A Call to the Frontlines 
of Restoration 

What the Everglades needs is grass- 
roots momentum against FPL from 
legal, legislative and extralegal angles. 
To most of us who know South Flor- 
ida as home, or who follow national 
environmental issues, this urgency is 
not new. However, while the 'Glades 
region has been on a life-support sys- 
tem of pumps and canals for several 
decades, the threat is now of a new 
caliber. These two proposed power 
plants, slated for either side of Lake 
Okeechobee, represent an ultimate as- 
sault on this ecosystem and on those 
of us who make it our home. 

Yet FPL's failure could represent 
an Achilles' heel, preventing further 
destruction in South Florida. At the 
recent pace of commercial, industrial 
and residential development, there 
appears to be no hopeful light at the 
end of progress's dark, destructive 
tunnel. But without these giant power 
plants, the machine inevitably slows 
down. Conversely, with small-scale, 
renewable, clean energy sources, a 
restored Everglades and a sustainable 
economy become something we can 
actually envision. 

While many work diligently and 
sincerely at getting the River of Grass 
off of a failing life-support system, 
others are insistent on continuing 



The endangered Florida panther, caught 
on film by a motion sensor camera 


to inflict the deep wounds of devel- 
opment on its historic family of riv- 
ers, sloughs, ridges, creeks, estuaries, 
lagoons and reefs. Restoring the Ev- 
erglades and healing those wounds 
depends first on fending off the at- 
tackers. In this light, stopping a mas- 
sive new fossil fuel infrastructure and 
its "fire-breathing dragons" (as one 
FPL opponent calls them) from be- 
ing built in our Everglades is the real 
frontline of restoration efforts. 

What the wilderness of South Flor- 
ida could really use right now is an 
uprising of hearts and minds, a "Fel- 
lowship of the Swamp," to stop FPL's 
awful plans. We want to use all the 
tools in the activist toolbox — from 
letters to lawsuits to monkeywrench- 
ing — and we want to initiate a new 
vision of growth, energy and human 
development here in the 'Glades, 
while we still have a chance.... 

Get Involved, Get Organized! 

Everglades Uprising! (EU!) is a grow- 
ing movement of radical environmen- 
tal activists in South Florida — loosely 
affiliated with the international Earth 
First! network— advocating and utiliz- 
ing direct action in the Kissimmee- 
Okeechobee-Everglades bioregion. EU! 
is mobilizing for a public presence at 
FPL's 2007 Annual Shareholders Meet- 
ing on May 25. 

We raise a holistic critique of FPL 
that calls for opposition to its pro- 
posed fossil fuel plants in the Ever- 
glades, as well as the shutdown of its 
dirty and dangerous old plants along 
the coast. Instead, we propose mas- 
sive conservation efforts and sustain- 
able innovations. 

We truly cannot afford the arrogance 
of the energy industry any longer. Its 
fear-mongering about potential black- 
outs is completely meaningless in the 
face of melting ice caps, increased 
hurricanes, poisoned fish, massive 
droughts, world wars for oil (and soon, 
clean water) and all of the other well- 
documented results attached to FPL's 
profits. We will not stand by as human 
greed causes our wetlands to dry and 
our oceans to rise. 

For more information, contact 
jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net; (561) 588- 
9666; www.riverofgas.info. 

Everglades Uprising! is a growing 
movement of uncompromising voices in 
South Florida's environmental activist 
community. 
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NYPD Spied Before 
GOP Convention 

In March, the New York Times 
revealed that the New York Po- 
lice Department (NYPD) engaged 
in a massive campaign of surveil- 
lance and infiltration against 
activists planning to protest the 
2004 Republican National Con- 
vention (RNC). According to 
NYPD records disclosed during 
recent lawsuits, undercover of- 
ficers infiltrated activist groups 
in more than a dozen US states, 
Canada and Europe. 

Beginning in 2003, the NYPD's 
covert RNC Intelligence Squad 
profiled and monitored hun- 
dreds of activists and organiza- 
tions that it felt posed a security 
threat. Targets included "self-de- 
scribed anarchists," anti-war ac- 
tivists, church groups and even 
elected officials. 

The NYPD's aggressive ap- 
proach to silencing political dis- 
sent has been coming under fire 
recently. On February 15, a fed- 
eral judge banned the NYPD's 
indiscriminate videotaping of 
political protests, on the grounds 
that the practice violates the 
Handschu guidelines, which 
govern police surveillance. 

WTO Protesters to 
Receive $1 Million 

On April 2, approximately 
175 protesters and pedestrians 
who were arrested during the 
1999 World Trade Organization 
(WTO) summit accepted a settle- 
ment of $1 million from the city 
of Seattle, Washington. In Janu- 
ary, a federal jury determined 
that mass arrests by Seattle police 
had violated the plaintiffs' con- 
stitutional rights. 

Each plaintiff in the class ac- 
tion lawsuit will receive between 
$3,000 and $10,000; the arrests 
will also be erased from the plain- 
tiffs' records. The city has already 
paid $800,000 to resolve dozens 
of similar lawsuits. 
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by Luke Kuhn 

Some battles are fought every generation. One of 
these has been the battle to stop the Inter-County Con- 
nector (ICC) in Maryland's Montgomery and Prince 
George's Counties. The ICC is scheduled to be a link 
in the supposedly dead outer beltway around Washing- 
ton, DC — and the most destructive and persistent link 
in that scheme. 

The ICC would begin at Interstate 270, south of Gaithers- 
burg, and end at Route 1, south of Laurel. Why at Route 1 
and not Interstate 95? Because mega-developer Jay Gould's 
Konterra project has been stalled there by lack of access. This 
$3 billion road would effectively provide a (toll) driveway for 
his planned megamall. 

In the affected area, the highway would cross the 
headwaters of every stream that 
feeds into the Potomac and Ana- 
costia Rivers, and run parallel to 
Mill Creek, just north of it. This 
part of the route has been shift- 
ed slightly north so it would cut 
through dozens of homes. In this 
way, the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) could claim to 
spare Mill Creek, which of course 
would still get the oily, nasty 
runoff. Paint Branch, one of the 
streams feeding into the filthy 
Anacostia River, is itself clean 
enough to support a wild popula- 
tion of brown trout. 

However, if the ICC is built, 
the only "brown trout" remain- 
ing in Paint Branch will come 
from the sewers, just like they do 
in the rest of the Anacostia River. 

In addition, the Rock Creek area 
threatened by the ICC supports spotted salamanders, 
but they will be replaced by SUVs if the ICC is driven 
though their homes. 

Maryland residents nearly killed the ICC in 1999, but now 
it's back, due to Republican malfeasance and corruption. 
In .2003, then newly-elected Republican Governor Bob 
Erlich relaunched the ICC with great fanfare and instant 


opposition. It's not as well known that Gould wrote him 
checks totaling some $60,000 for campaign expenditures. 

Just like in 1999, the 2003 ICC public hearings were 
dominated by opponents of the highway, but with one 
key difference: public energy was lower. In 1999, hear- 
ings were totally taken over by crowds dressed as trees, 
trout and other beings adversely affected. In 2003, only 
one trout suit appeared — sitting forlornly against the 
wall. Perhaps the pro-ICC crowd considered this a sign 
of weakness? 

In addition, ICC supporters cynically moved a small 
section of the route out of Rock Creek Park by selecting 
dozens of expensive homes in Winter's Run and Cashell 
Estates to be seized and demolished instead. This sent 
other communities the message that opposing the ICC 
on pro-Earth grounds would put their own homes in 
danger. The official reason given was 
that it's easier to use "eminent do- 
main" to take people's homes than 
to take parkland. 

The highway is now further along 
than ever before, with a final EIS accept- 
ed and a Record of Decision issued. The 
ICC website offers contracts for bid for 
segments of the route, and construction 
was supposed to start in March. This is 
a big delay from the formerly planned 
Summer 2006 construction start, which 
was intended to give the highway's sup- 
porters a boost in the polls. 

There is just one problem for Jay 
Gould and the Chamber of Com- 
merce: the Republicans lost the elec- 
tion! Bob Erlich, prime mover of the 
ICC, is now out of office, and former 
pro-growth Montgomery County 
Executive Doug Duncan has been 
replaced by Isaiah Legget, who is pro- 
posing a development freeze. 

All the anti-ICC groups endorsed the winning candi- 
dates, including new governor Martin O'Malley — the only 
major party candidate not committed heavily to the ICC. 

Two days after the election, O'Malley issued the first 
of a series of public statements supporting the ICC, to 
the dismay of so many who voted for him. There is 
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suspicion that some very large checks may have landed 
on his desk from Gould and other pro-highway busi- 
ness interests. 

In early January, the Audubon Society, the Sierra Club and 
other “Big Green" groups filed lawsuits seeking to block con- 
struction. The Audu- 
bon Society lawsuit 
points out that the EIS 
is grossly inadequate 
and that federal law 
was violated in the 
route selection. The Si- 
erra Club lawsuit even 
covers global warm- 
ing, as well as smog 
impacts. The EIS to- 
tally ignored climate 
change, of course. It 
also glossed over the 
local pollution impact 
from all those cars. 

The lawsuits do 
not seek an immedi- 
ate injunction, as it 
claimed that no "en- 
vironmentally dam- 
aging" work, such as 
bulldozing or tree re- 
moval, will come before the expected resolution of the law- 
suits this Summer. This represents another slippage of their 
construction schedule, though the State Highway Administra- 
tion has just awarded a contract to begin construction to In- 
tercounty Constructors of Annapolis. This is a joint venture of 
Corman Construction Inc., Granite Construction Company 
and G.A. & F.C. Wagman, Inc. 

But, word is that Governor O'Malley has submitted a 
budget for the year that does not include ICC spending! 
With a fiscal year changeover in the Summer and con- 
struction schedules subject to further delays, this leads 
to new hope! . 

Still, this could be a scheme by O'Malley to trick the 
public — as has happened so many times before — or 
even to delay things until he finds out who is stronger: 
Gould and the developers, or that odd coalition of both 
homeowners resisting eminent domain and those who 
love our Earth. 

Although the governor has voted no money for the 
ICC in next year's budget, state representatives are al- 
ready filing eminent domain cases against homeowners 
along the route. Cashell Estates is reportedly emptying 
out, implying that even some who will not lose their 
homes are leaving. 

If the lawsuits by the Big Greens fail, anything could hap- 
pen. It will be up to the public to prevent the construction 
of the ICC. 

It should be mentioned that the DC area is a national 
leader in killing freeway projects. In the 1960s, there was 
a proposal to extend 1-95 south of the Capitol Beltway, di- 
rectly through DC in a project called the Northwest Free- 
way. That proposal to divert cars driven mostly by whites 
through African-American neighborhoods got so far as to 


evict all residents in the path and board up their homes 
before it was finally stopped. 

What happened to the Northwest Freeway? Well, some pro- 
testers took over one of those boarded-up rowhouses, pulled off 
the boards and occupied it in a flashy urban housing takeover. 

Old coverage makes 
this look like a Homes 
Not Jails action. After 
that "incident," things 
got moving and the 
project was canceled! 
The ICC is not even as 
far along as the North- 
west Freeway was 
when those homes 
were boarded up, and 
the political landscape 
is changing. 

I With the lawsuits 
| in play and the ICC 
-g- budget stuck, it is 
| impossible to predict 
| when the project 
I may actually start, 
but a good guess 
would be this Sum- 
mer or even later. 
Since construction 
gets more difficult in Winter, it may not take much to kill 
off a second construction season, just as delays ruined the 
last one. If a big "Stop the ICC" eco-mobilization came to 
Maryland, and construction got off to a late start, it could 
be a real nightmare for our road-building, tree-bashing, 
stream-fouling, home-destroying enemies! 

In many ways, stopping the ICC could be a lot like stop- 
ping the war in Iraq. It may come down to holding a bunch 
of Democrats' feet to the fire. The power of the streets and 
the power of the forest must force these DemoRats to live 
up to the expectations of those who put them in office, 
though they may try to wiggle out of it. 

Perhaps the most effective form of direct action would 
be to use SHAC-style tactics against any companies accept- 
ing ICC work, severely restricting the availability of every- 
thing from rental equipment to subcontractors. It can be 
damn hard to build a road if nobody will rent anything to 
your contractors out of fear for their equipment at other, 
less-guarded sites. It is equally hard to build a road if your 
main contractors can't get subcontractors. It's probably 
too late to prevent bids by primary contractors, but then 
again, maybe not. 

In this case, home demos might be more effective than 
treesits. Does direct action work? Just ask all those phar- 
maceutical company executives who are telling Congress 
and the UK Parliament that they will leave the US and 
the UK if animal rights protesters can't be stopped. We 
know what works from the screaming of these CEOs. 

For more information, contact stoptheicc@hushmail.com. 

Luke Kuhn has been an activist since Ronald Reagan tried to 
bring back the draft in the early 1 980s. The more he investi- 
gates capitalism, the more he says it looks like a trip through a 
sewer in a glass-bottomed boat. 
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BY MOUNTAINREBEL 

Rumor has it that cell phones aren't very secure. Most 
cell phones nowadays have Global Positioning System 
(GPS) devices in them, and even older phones that don't 
can still be easily tracked by triangulating their signals to 
towers. Every time you call someone or someone calls you, 
information about your phone, their phone, and the start 
and stop times of the conversation is recorded. Word on 
the street is that the feds can even remotely turn on the 
microphone in your cell phone and use it to eavesdrop 
on nearby conversations, in some cases even when your 
phone is turned off, all without you knowing. This is why 
Earth Firstlers often take the batteries out of their phones 
before sensitive meetings. Pve often wondered how much 
of this is true and how much is the product of paranoid, 
security-culture junkies. Turns out, it's all true. 

Introducing Roving Taps 

Every security culture guide tells you not to discuss 
anything illegal over the phone because the phone might 
be tapped. Actually, you shouldn't discuss anything ille- 
gal if a cell phone is anywhere close by. Last November, 
the US Justice Department approved what are known as 
roving taps. 

During a criminal investigation of members of the 
Genovese family, a major organized-crime syndicate, the 
FBI bugged restaurants where the mobster John “Buster" 
Ardito had meetings. When Ardito and his associates dis- 
covered three of the bugs, the 
feds changed their tactics and 
began using roving taps instead. 

An FBI affidavit written by As- 
sistant US Attorney Jonathan 
Kolodner refers to the roving tap 
in Ardito's phone as a "listening 
device placed in a cellular tele- 
phone." The FBI also placed a 
roving tap in the cell phone of 
Peter Peluso, an accomplice of 
Ardito who later turned snitch. 

This was the first legal use of 
roving taps in the US. 

A "listening device" could be referring to either the cell 
phone's software or its hardware. A cell phone is essen- 
tially a small computer. A hardware listening device would 
require the feds to get physical access to the cell phone to 
place a bug in it, sort of like placing a bug in an office. A 
software device would mean that either the cell phone's 
operating system has a built-in back door that can be used 


to activate its microphone or that the feds would install 
spyware on the phone, allowing the same thing. It is un- 
clear how the FBI actually went about installing roving 
taps in Ardito's and Peluso's cell phones. 

"Just How Secure Is Your Cellular Phone?" — a 1997 ar- 
ticle in the National Reconnaissance Organization news- 
letter — has this to say: "A cellular telephone can be turned 
into a microphone and transmitter for the purpose of lis- 
tening to conversations in the vicinity of the phone. This 
is done by transmitting to the cell phone a maintenance 
command on the control channel. This command places 
the cellular telephone in the 'diagnostic mode.' When this 
is done, conversations in the immediate area of the tele- 
phone can be monitored over the voice channel." 

In addition, some cell phones can't be completely pow- 
ered off without taking the batteries out. In an opinion ar- 
guing that roving taps are legal under federal wiretapping 
laws, US District Judge Lewis Kaplan said that roving taps 
"functioned whether the phone was powered on or off." 
Newer Nokia phones will turn themselves on if an alarm 
is set, and apparently they'll also turn themselves on to 
eavesdrop on your conversations. 

How to Tell If Your Phone Has a Roving Tap 

The following tips are from security expert Lauren Wein- 
stein, who wrote about them on his blog (a video entitled, 
"Is Your Cell Phone Bugged?" explains these tips in detail, 
and is available on YouTube and Google Video). 

Everything your phone does requires electricity, which 
it gets from its battery. Your bat- 
tery runs out much faster when 
your phone is transmitting data 
than when it's not. If you notice 
that your phone's battery has 
been draining much faster than 
it normally does, and if you 
haven't been talking on it, this 
could be a sign that it's tapped. 

Normally, when you talk on 
your cell phone for a long period 
of time, it becomes warmer. If 
your phone is heating up when 
you're not talking on it, it might mean that your micro- 
phone is recording audio to your phone's flash memory to 
be transmitted later on or that your phone is transmitting 
audio live. 

There are two different types of cell phone services: 
Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) and 
Code-Division Multiple Access (CDMA). The vast ma- 
jority of the world's cell phones use GSM; in the US, 


Not only could they know where you 
sleep at night and where you go 
during the day, but if they map your 
location along with every other cell phone 
user’s, they will also be able to know who 

you hang out with and who you 
go to meetings wdth. 
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all T-Mobile and Cingular phones use GSM. 

If you put a GSM phone close to speakers or 
other audio equipment, it will produce a buzz- 
ing noise if information is being transmitted. 

It's normal for your cell phone to create a brief 
buzzing noise in speakers every so often, but if 
there's continual buzzing and you're not mak- 
ing a phone call, this is a strong sign that your 
phone is transmitting audio without your con- 
sent. This will not work on Verizon and Sprint 
phones, however, because they use CDMA 
technology. 

Your Cell Phone Is a Tracking Device 

All new cell phones have GPS devices in 
them, which can be used to find the location — 
within feet — of a cell phone anywhere in the 
world. Cell phones are constantly com*nunicat- 
ing with towers to make sure the time is accu- 
rate, to check for messages and more, meaning 
that the exact locations of most cell phones 
are known at all times. The location of older 
phones that don't have GPS devices can also 
be determined with a process called triangula- 
tion, in which a reasonably accurate location 
can be determined by measuring the relative 
time delays in the signal from the phone to 
three different cell phone towers. The fugitive 
hacker Kevin Mitnick was located and arrested 
in 1995, when law enforcement triangulated 
his cell phone. 

The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF), 
which is like the National Lawyers Guild of digi- 
tal freedoms, has been involved in a series of le- 
gal cases regarding the government’s tracking of 
cell phone locations without warrants or prob- 
able cause. If warrants and probable cause aren't necessary 
to track cell phone locations, the kind of information that 
the feds might be collecting is frightening. If you carry 
your phone with you wherever you go, and if many of 
your friends do as well, then the feds have the ability to 
create a map of associations. Not only could they know 
where you sleep at night and where you go during the day, 
but if they map your location along with every other cell 
phone user’s, they will also be able to know who you hang 
out with and who you go to meetings with. 

And even if the EFF wins, and it becomes illegal for cops 
to track cell phone's without warrants or probable cause, 
since when has the law ever stopped the police from re- 
pressing our movement? 


What's an Activist to Do? 

The answer is simple. Get rid of your cell phone. The 
EF! Journal has previously published a series of articles 
explaining the social and environmental reasons for not 
using cell phones (see EF!J July-August 2005). These arti- 
cles have since been recompiled and distributed as a zine 
called Cell Phones Suck. Those reasons, combined with the 
security risks associated with owning a cell phone, should 
be enough for any activist. It's just not worth it. 

mOuntainrebel enjoys riding bicycles, climbing trees, sharing 
delicious food with friends, going camping with EFlers, and 
designing and programming dynamic database applications 
using GNU/Linux and other free software tools. He finds his 
home in the mountains ofKatuah. 
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Icelandic Elves Sabotage 
Alcan Aluminum 

In early January, in the first-ever 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) action 
in Iceland, the ELF targeted the Alcan 
aluminum smelter in Hafnarfjordur. 
Three pieces of machinery were heav- 
ily mangled, as the elves showed they 
will not tolerate the smelter and its 
unwanted expansion onto untouched 
lava fields. Iceland's wilderness has 
been facing ongoing industrialization, 
powered by large dams and geother- 
mal power (see EF!) May-June 2006). 

Alaskan Moose Takes 
Down Helicopter 

A moose living near Gustavus, 
Alaska — a settlement of about 450 
humans and twice as many moose — 
apparently got fed up after being shot 
with a tranquilizer dart by a wildlife 
biologist hovering in a helicopter. 

Instead of submitting to the drug 
and allowing biologist Kevin White 
to study it, the moose charged at the 
aircraft, damaging the helicopter's tail 
rotor and bringing it down. 

Both the biologist and the pilot of 
the helicopter were unharmed, but 
the moose was injured by the spin- 
ning rotor and was euthanized. 

Argentines Block Border 
Routes to Protest Pulp Mill 

On January 31, hundreds of Ar- 
gentine demonstrators blockaded all 
three bridges crossing into Uruguay. 
For five hours, they successfully 
halted the passage of goods and 
put a large dent in Uruguay's tour- 
ist-dependent economy. 

The bridge blockaders are pro- 
testing two World Bank-sponsored 
wood-pulp mills that are slated to 
be built on the Uruguay River in 
Fray Bentos, Uruguay. 

Residents of Gualeguaychu — the 
Argentine city across the river from 
Fray Bentos — say that the plant 
would ruin tourism in the region 
and cause lasting environmental 


damage to the river and sur- 
rounding area. 

The demonstrators, who 
have frequently blockaded 
two of the three bridges in re- 
cent years, say they will not 
let up until Uruguay agrees 
to relocate the mills (see EF!J 
March-April 2006). 

444 Cats Rescued from 
Meat Market in China 

About 100 activists and 
volunteers for the I Love 
Cats Home in Tianjin, Chi- 
na, saved 444 cats from a cat- 
meat market on February 10. 

The rescue was met with con- 
siderable resistance from the 
cat butchers and police. 

"The Tianjin volunteers 
bravely fought... with the butchers 
and police for more than 10 hours. 
Some volunteers were injured and sent 
to the hospital," recounted Wang Yue, 
one of the hospitalized volunteers. 

Police eventually allowed the activ- 
ists to take the cats from the shop, 
where the animals had been kept in 
small cages. The China Small Animal 
Protection Association, in nearby Bei- 
jing, took in 415 of the rescued cats. 

Greenpeace Storms 
Kimberly-Clark Headquarters 

In Toronto, Ontario, on February 
12, Greenpeace activists stormed Kim- 
berly-Clark’s Canadian headquarters 


to protest its practice of making tissue 
products from clearcut ancient forests. 
All of the company's North American 
Kleenex products are made from 100 
percent virgin tree pulp, much of it 
clearcut from Ontario's and Alberta's 
boreal forests. 

Four activists locked down at the 
offices and were later arrested and 
charged with criminal mischief. Oth- 
er Greenpeace activists played tapes of 
chainsaw noises and sprinkled wood- 
chips around the corporate building. 

ALE Targets Rabbit Butcher 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
freed 20 rabbits from Blue Chip Farms 
in Fountain Inn, South Carolina, 
on the night of February 19. Blue 
Chip Farms, which produces 
"America's #1 Package of Rabbit 
Meat," keeps rabbits in small cages 
until they are slaughtered at seven 
or eight weeks of age. 

The ALF had previously given 
Blue Chip Farms a warning that it 
would face action if it didn't stop 
slaughtering rabbits for food and 
fur. In a post-mission communi- 
que, the ALF promised return vis- 
its if the killing continues. 
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EARTH FIRST! 


ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 

Southern/ Indicwxw • July 2-8 



by EF! Indiana 

We are pleased to 
announce that this 
Summer's Round River 
Rendezvous will take 
place in beautiful south- 
ern Indiana. We invite you 
all to spend a week with our 
rolling hills, hickory, ash and 
oak trees, wild turkeys and 
fireflies, and thunderstorms 
and campfires. We invite you 
to fall in love with this wilder- 
ness, which is being threatened 
by development projects, logging 
and monocrop agriculture. We in- 
vite you to join the frontlines of the 
fight against Interstate 69, a planned 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) superhighway that would run 
from Canada to Mexico and connect 
with Plan Puebla Panama to provide a 
fast route for free trade and the destruc- 
tion of North America. We invite you to 
share skills and stories, discuss tactics, make new friends 
and form new alliances. We invite you to challenge your- 
selves... and to wade in the creeks and roll in the dirt! 

Workshops and Trainings 


dogs allowed. We all love animals 
and hate rules, but nevertheless, 
your domesticated hounds have 
to stay at home for the safety of 
all of the living things at the ren- 
dezvous. If you think you are an 
exception, you can contact us; dogs 
that help vision-impaired folks or 
people with other needs are OK. 

We are also asking everyone to 
consider the roles they play with- 
in gender, racial and other forms of 
privilege. Be respectful of people's 
boundaries and be empathetic. We want 
to create a safe space for everyone. Should a 
conflict arise, there will be a mediation group 
to help work it out. 

Trans' and Women's Action Camp, 

June 29-July 1 

We are incredibly pleased to announce a Trans' 
and Women's Action Camp (TWAC), which will 
take place from June 29 through July 1 — the three 
days leading up to the rendezvous. This will be three 
days of skill sharing and rowdy good times with only 
people who identify as female or transgendered. TWAC is 
in the early stages of planning, and if you would like to 
help or have questions or comments, you can contact us 
at efindiana@riseup.net. 


We are hoping to focus a good portion of the discussions 
and trainings on roadblock tactics, including past success- 
es (internationally) as well as the current fight against 1-69. 
We welcome everyone to teach workshops; if you want 
to, please contact us. Some workshops we have planned 
include tree climbing and blockades, mental health, Con- 
fronting Oppression Within, hide tanning, prisoner sup- 
port, sexual health and histories of local struggles, as well 
as a medic training and native plant walks. As usual, there 
will be bioregional updates around the morning circle and 
the Warrior Poet Society's "Night to Howl." 

Things You Should Know 

We want everyone to be able to come to the Rondy, but we 
are uncompromising in saying that there are absolutely no 


What to Bring 

• Food, utensils and cooking gear (we won't be provid- 
ing food) 

• Clothes and protection for a hot Midwestern Summer 

• Rain gear (expect thunderstorms) 

• A water purification device 

• Protection from mosquitoes 

• A tent or something to sleep in 

We are also in need of funds and help. We hope to pay 
travel fares for speakers from far away, so all are encour- 
aged to organize fundraisers. Also, advice is welcome from 
past rendezvous organizers. 

For more information, contact efindiana@riseup.net. 
For updates and location announcements, visit earthfirst. 
bee-town.com. 
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Earth First! ii 


Roadblock EF! and the Campaign Against 16 


by Roadblock EF! 

With I-69's construction set to begin in 2008, and evic- 
tions beginning this Summer, Earth Firstlers in Indiana are 
feeling anxious and excited, overworked and yet ready for 
the fight. The threat of this superhighway has loomed over 
the communities of central and southwestern Indiana for 
nearly 20 years, but it has become increasingly clear that the 
controversy will be resolved, one way or another, in the next 
18 months. The Indiana Department of Transportation (IN- 
DOT) finished its final round of environmental surveying, 
enough money is in the state's coffers to begin (but not fin- 
ish) construction, and Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels has 
staked his political future on beginning construction next 
year. At the same time, more and more people are getting 
involved in the fight against 1-69 and are starting new, au- 
tonomous initiatives against the road. The farmers of south- 
western Indiana aren't backing down. 

Introduction to 1-69 

1-69 is a massive su- 
perhighway planned to 
facilitate increased trade 
between Canada, the US 
and Mexico. It has already 
been built from Ontario 
to Indianapolis via Michi- 
gan. National 1-69 plan- 
ners hope to extend the 
highway through south- 
west Indiana and then 
into Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Mississippi, Arkansas, Lou- 
isiana and Texas, where 
it would connect with 
the highways of the Plan 
Puebla Panama in Mexi- 
co. Given that the existing 
1-69 crossing in Michigan 
handles about half of all North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) traffic between Canada and the US, and that 
the proposed crossing in Texas would handle over half of 
all Mexico-US NAFTA traffic, it's obvious that 1-69 is an ex- 
tremely important artery for capital and globalized trade. 

The Trans-Texas Corridor — a road-building project of 
which 1-69 is a part — would gobble up hundreds of thou- 
sands of acres in Texas. In southwestern Indiana alone, 
1-69 would destroy and disturb much of the area's remain- 
ing wilderness and evict 400 rural families. Furthermore, 
1-69 is projected to add 12,000 new trucks to Indiana's 
daily traffic, meaning a vast increase in the air pollution 
and emissions of greenhouse gases in our state. 


The Fight Continues 

It is because 1-69 would cause such vast destruction that 
it has been strongly opposed from the beginning. Indiana 
and Texas may not even be able to start construction be- 
cause of ongoing community mobilizations and lawsuits, 
in addition to militant resistance. 

A combination of these tactics helped us win a major 
victory on March 24, when Governor Daniels announced 
the cancellation of the construction of two major toll 
roads connected to 1-69, just a few months after he had 
announced their construction. Daniels was forced to ad- 
mit that it was overwhelming public resistance that forced 
him to withdraw these proposals. 

Because of this cancellation, Indiana's portion of 1-69 
faces a growing financial crisis. It may be reconceived as 
a private toll road, which would lead to even more resis- 
tance and anger across the state. 

Expanding Resistance 

Roadblock EF! (RBEF!) 
is only one part of the 
wider anti-I-69 commu- 
nity. As construction ap- 
proaches, a number of 
other organizations are 
continuing old anti-I-69 
initiatives and starting 
new ones. These range 
from a continued cam- 
paign of home and office 
demonstrations against 
1-69 planners to the fil- 
ing of a new, comprehen- 
sive lawsuit challenging 
INDOT's rigged environ- 
mental reports. 

Local Earth Firstlers 
are contributing to the 
growing momentum in a 
number of ways. Besides continuing to be an antagonis- 
tic presence at INDOT-sponsored public meetings, RBEF! 
members are working with other local organizers to start 
a listening project, a concept borrowed from anti-moun- 
taintop removal struggles. The basic idea is to create a 
forum for discussions between people in affected commu- 
nities and eco-radicals, thereby allowing us to share their 
stories of resistance with a wider audience. EF!ers are also 
organizing bike rides and campouts along the proposed 
route so that as many people as possible can get to know 
and love the bioregion that is at risk. Other recent projects 
have included: restarting Bloomington's critical mass bike 
ride to highlight the connections between road building, 



Fields, farms and forests threatened by 1-69 
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the Heartland 


car culture and global warming; creating the Roadblock 
Report, a newsletter that will help coordinate different 
elements of the struggle and improve communication 
among threatened communities; and setting up speaking 
and performance tours across Indiana and the proposed 
national 1-69 route. 

There has also been an increase in opposition to 1-69 
outside of Indiana. Farmers in Texas have formed a direct 
action network. Office demonstrations like the one at the 
EF! Organizers' Conference (see page 8), which target in- 
volved corporations, have spread up and down the route. 
There is also an ongoing "No 1-69" graffiti campaign in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, which has received attention from 
both the police and the mainstream media. 

We Will Never Let Them Build This Road 

Over and over again, media pundits in Indiana have 
claimed that 1-69 cannot be stopped. As it gets closer to 
final approval, they say it will become futile to fight it. In 
their worldview, ordinary people only have a voice when 
they calmly submit a comment to INDOT bureaucrats. 
But our struggle has proven them wrong again and again. 
Momentum against the superhighway is growing at just 
the time INDOT officials were hoping people would learn 
to accept the "inevitable." But how could it be any other 
way? We all know just how much is at stake: the future of 
our bioregion, the integrity of our communities, and the 


fate of one of their most important free trade infrastruc- 
ture schemes. We will never let them build this road! 

For more information, contact Roadblock EF!, 
roadblockef@yahoo.com; i69news.bee-town.com. 



1-69 and the Plan Puebla Panamd: The Global Connection 


The battle against the construc- 
tion of 1-69 stretches from one end of 
North America to the other. This su- 
perhighway is a whirlwind of destruc- 
tion much deeper and wider than six 
lanes of concrete. 

With the construction of 1-69 comes 
a new vision of development that 
tears through Mesoamerica, trans- 
forming it into a massive, intercon- 
nected, industrial production site. It 
is clear that these projects are part of a 
single, massive scheme that will cause 
irreversible ecological destruction and 
social dislocation. This scheme used 
to be called the Plan Puebla Panama 
(PPP), but the planners have attempt- 
ed to drop this unifying title in order 
to disrupt the cross-border resistance 
to the many facets of this project. 

The Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) states that only eight per- 
cent of Central America's hydroelec- 
tric potential has been tapped. It plans 


to build several hundred more dams, 
which will power factories and send 
energy north. Each year, dams dis- 
place more people around the world 
than war. The impact on the land and 
people will be immense. Other forms 
of PPP development include Pacific 
and Atlantic highway corridors, rail- 
roads, dry canals, a biological corridor, 
privatized hemisphere-wide electric- 
ity grids and international airports. 

The multilateral development banks 
have identified high transport costs as 
one of the biggest hurdles to competi- 
tive free trade in Mesoamerica. The 
PPP's essential infrastructure reveals a 
weakness in the free trade agenda. 

In San Salvador de Atenco, Mexi- 
co, the people stood up to this kind 
of displacement and development. 
Armed with machetes, highway 
blockades and the fear of having to 
live in high-rises, they completely 
halted an international airport from 


being built. Like 1-69, the purpose 
of the airport was to steal and then 
transport resources from Mesoameri- 
ca to the US and Canada. The halting 
of the airport's construction reminds 
us, in Indiana, that these projects are 
linchpins in schemes of dispossession 
and export-based economies in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

While the executives can hide in 
their offices behind legions of cops, 
making plans without consulting 
communities, they cannot hide the 
structures that represent their greedy 
theft and ecological destruction. And 
we can fight concrete and evictions in 
a way that ideas can't be fought. In- 
frastructure projects like 1-69 and the 
PPP are weak links in an otherwise 
insurmountable fight against capital- 
ism. By looking at the situation south 
of the US-Mexico border, we are in- 
fused with both hope and a sense of 
urgency toward stopping 1-69. 
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For questions, workshop requests, and ideas email us at efmdiana@riseup.net 
Website: http://earthfirst.bee-town.com 
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Greenhouse Gases to Be Buried in the Ocean 

Want to see pollution "disappear"? As of February 10, 
the UN's London Convention on marine pollution allows 
greenhouse gases to be buried at the bottom of the ocean. 
The new rules permit industrialists to capture heat-trap- 
ping gases from big emitters, such as coal-fired power 
plants or steel mills, and entomb them offshore. 

Prior to this amendment's ratification last November, the 
international community had no clear stance on whether 
carbon dioxide, a central greenhouse gas, counts as a pol- 
lutant. With this agreement, carbon dioxide's role in glob- 
al warming has been given official acknowledgment. 

Some warn that this process could lead to the acidi- 
fication of the oceans, and make it harder for inverte- 
brates to build shells. As of press time, there was no 
word from Aquaman or the Snorks — representatives of 
groups likely to be the first affected 
by the new rules. 

KFC Owner Tries to Buy PETA 
Warehouse 

Yum! Brands, the owner of the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) chain, 
recently offered $1 million to buy a 
warehouse in Norfolk, Virginia. What 
Yum! didn't realize is that the ware- 
house is owned by People for the Eth- 
ical Treatment of Animals (PETA). 

"PETA would be willing to give Yum! 
this warehouse, free and clear," PETA 
responded, "if KFC requires its chick- 
en suppliers to adopt the recommen- 
dations made by members of its own 
Animal Welfare Advisory Council." 

The council suggested that KFC 
suppliers should quit using antibiotics to expedite chick- 
en growth, stop breeding chickens to have breasts so big 
that the chickens have difficulty walking and switch from 
electrically stunning chickens to killing them with "con- 
trolled atmosphere" gassing. 

In a move that shocked nobody, Yum! Brands declined 
the offer. 

Brazil Offers Internet Access to Forest People 

Brazil's government said it will provide free Internet ac- 
cess to native tribes in the Amazon, in an effort to help 
protect the world's biggest rainforest. 

One hundred and fifty communities are slated to receive 
an Internet signal by satellite. Even though many of these 
communities are only reachable by boat, they will soon 
be able to shop at sites like eBay and the ironically named 
Amazon.com, as well as report illegal logging and ranch- 
ing to federal agencies. 

Indigenous and government leaders alike remain opti- 
mistic about this new strategy. 


The Grass Is Always Greener... or, at Least, It 
Appears That Way 

Apparently thinking things could look a bit nicer, 
China's Fumin County government decided to spruce 
up Laoshou Mountain. After undergoing extensive 
mining, Laoshou had become an eyesore. Rather than 
plant trees on its eroding slopes, authorities expedited 
the remodeling by ordering the mountain to be spray- 
painted green. 

An employee with the County Forestry Department de- 
clined to comment to the US media. 

If Only We'd Thought of This for the Dodo... 

The gray wolf — hunted to near-extinction in the US — 
has joined a small but growing number of endangered 
species that have been cloned. Led by Byeong Chun Lee, 
the South Korean research team 
that cloned the animals is touting 
this as a breakthrough in animal 
conservation. 

Peter Siminski, a zoo director in 
California, is not convinced. "The 
primary [conservation effort] has 
to do with reducing conflicts with 
humans and maintaining habitat 
that has sufficient prey for wolves," 
he said. 

On the other hand, the Audubon 
Nature Institute's Center for Research 
of Endangered Species believes that 
cloning is an important tool for sav- 
ing a species. Its laboratory in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, has cloned an Af- 
rican wild cat and an Arabian sand 
cat. Currently, scientists there are 
currently attempting to clone an endangered antelope. 

"The wild is becoming smaller and smaller," said an 
official from the center, as she described its "frozen 
zoo." "This is an opportunity for us to put together a 
living library of genetics." 

It is unknown if the scientists working in Korea or New Or- 
leans have seen the motion picture blockbuster, Jurassic Park, or 
read Michael Crichton's bestselling novel of the same name. 

Despite Larger Brand Recognition, Coyotes 
Prefer Quiznos to Subway 

A coyote stunned employees and customers at a down- 
town Chicago Quiznos sandwich shop as it walked through 
the open door and lay down in a beverage cooler. 

The coyote was refused service but remained in the res- 
taurant for 40 minutes before being hauled away by Chi- 
cago Animal Care and Control. 

In a city renowned for its local delicatessens, witnesses 
seemed baffled as to why the coyote would choose such a 
low-brow joint for lunch. 
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by Becca and Clare 

In a recent issue of the Earth First! Journal, Challenging 
Oppression Within (COW) was introduced to the move- 
ment (see EF!J November-December 2006). While this was 
important on a continental level, to truly confront sex- 
ism and patriarchy, challenging oppression within needs 
to be brought to the community level. And so, we want to 
share our experiences of dealing with patriarchy in Katuah 
Earth First! (KEF!). 

The process began with an acknowledgment of patriar- 
chy. During a KEF! meeting, we requested that patriarchy 
be put on the following week's agenda. While planning 
for the next week's meeting, a number of women dis- 
cussed similar experiences of being talked over, interrupt- 
ed, ignored and not given space to speak. We had also 
experienced assumptions that we didn't have experience 
or information. Because of that, more tangible roles had 
been given to men. We observed that some men had a 
tendency to disregard the facilitation process, therefore 
dominating conversations and meetings. Women have of- 
ten left KEF! due to these issues. Those who have stayed 
feel a disconnection from EF!. 

We acknowledged our anger, because during the time 
we'd spent working with KEF!, we'd never had an oppor- 
tunity to deal with our feelings of disempowerment. We 
acknowledged our empowerment, because patriarchy had 
finally become an agenda item. We were hopeful. We had 
developed strong bonds with many KEFIers, and we be- 
lieved that our requests would be listened to. 

While we were talking, an older member of the activist 
community and former EF!er approached us. We told her 
what we were doing, and she responded by advising us 
to break away from KEF! and work with each other, be- 
cause the KEF! men were a lost cause. Nevertheless, most 
of us wanted to continue working with KEF! We wanted 
to build a stronger community in which every participant 
is equally important and valid. Breaking away from KEF! 
would be a last resort. 

Two women facilitated the big KEF! meeting. The first 
section — in which only women spoke — was a time to 
share personal experiences and discuss why it is impor- 
tant for the movement to deal with patriarchy. For the 
second section, we opened the floor to a goal-orientated 
dialogue about next steps. A men's and trans’ group was 


formed, we planned a consensus and facilitation training, 
and we agreed to be more aware of gender dynarriits. We 
ended the meeting with a go-around, sharing one word 
that mirrored what we felt. We recognized how much sup- 
port, positivity and dedication there was at the meeting. 
However, there was also a sense of defensiveness from 
some male participants. We left that evening with many 
mixed feelings. 

The next KEF! meeting was much more supportive and 
inclusive. We discussed constructive ways of calling a per- 
son out on patriarchal behavior and implemented them 
effectively. We used "I" statements and gave examples of 
more inclusive language. Women who had felt disempow- 
ered found the space to step up; women who had felt si- 
lenced before were listened to. 

Although this calling-out of patriarchy was successful in 
many ways, it was also short-lived. Currently, KEF! is very 
fragmented and has recently changed to a system more 
dependent on working groups than weekly meetings. 
Communication between the working groups and gender 
caucuses has become very limited. 

Although the fragmentation is not directly tied to pa- 
triarchy, it does stem from a lack of accountability and 
support between KEF!ers, and sexism has exacerbated the 
fractionalization. Many disrespectful and dismissive com- 
ments were made by male KEFIers regarding the call-out. 
While these comments were only spoken by a minority 
of the men, they reinforced many of KEF! women's un- 
derlying feeling that this "community" hasn't been worth 
fighting for. Because this issue had been prevalent for years 
without effectively being addressed, many women did not 
feel invested in the process — even after the call-out. On the 
upside, forming the women's group helped us feel more 
comfortable with organizing by ourselves. 

KEF! has a long way to go, and we must struggle to 
mend the dynamics of our group. Most importantly, we 
all need to strive for patience, understanding and better 
communication. We understand that forming a healthy 
community is an ongoing process, and we'll need to keep 
investing energy into this effort. We are honored to be 
part of a community that is taking on these issues and 
want to thank COW for helping to create the space for 
this process. Fuckrad. 

Clare and Becca have been involved in KEF! for two years. 
They like playing in their gardens and meeting their neighbors. 
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sand in the crankcase 

for callenbach 


wire cutters are the weapons of the 
future 

cut the false connections 
the twisted coils of energy 
coagulating cancer and all its 
violent and stupid and crazy friends 
seeking ends which do not end 

— paul wilson 


Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 


P.O. Box 14501 


Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


A Witch’s Chant 


Coastal Remains 


The land doesn’t care 
About the FBI 

Lies passive under circling planes 
At sunset 

Takes our bombs and pesticide 
Sprays 

Gives us poison water and radioactive 
Fruit. 


The land is land is plants is you 
Is earth is water is the pull of 
The moon 

Is dirt is life is death renewed 
The land is you 
Walk softly. 


A lot can change in twenty years 
even a simple cable repair man can see that much. 
My view from the top of the telephone pole used 
to be refreshing. A flat sand worn landscape 
brimming with sea birds and evergreens. 

Now plastic condos litter my view 
from my crow’s nest of telephone wire. 

They stand in the footprints 
of stamped out copper roofed homes. 

The four lane road down below hides 
the old two lane “county 21.” 

The same road that used to carry beat up Chevys 
now fills up with Mercedes and BMWs. 

Hell, you can’t even see the ocean 
unless you’re standing on the shore! 


I dreamt a dream I was hugging a 
Tree 

My bared breasts the last thing 
Between a chainsaw and the tree 
Tears ran between my legs, mixed 
With blood and became a river 
I woke up determined to defend 
The dawn. 


— Laurel Luddite 


They call it “progress.” I think not. 

Long ago a man wrote, “the woods are lovely, dark and deep.” 

So, with no longer to go before I sleep 

I hope to dream of creeper vines reaching over concrete 

of trees to shadow the shore 

and gulls to roost in the apexes 

of mansions long abandoned beside the sea. 

— Sean Carr 
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Great Bear 

Rainforest: 

The Clear cut Truth 

Grassroots groups sag Gfig Greens drodered a dad deaf, ancf 
now ramped- up fogging is deuouring coastal old- growth. 


'tfM 


by Zoe Blunt 

In February 2006, Greenpeace, the Sierra Club, Rain- 
forest Action Network and ForestEthics celebrated a his- 
toric agreement to bring an end to what has been called 
a "war in the woods” of coastal British Columbia (BC), 
Canada. But one year later, observers say the Big Greens' 
agreement may be unraveling. Timber companies have 
ratcheted up the rate of clearcut logging to unprecedent- 
ed levels, and guidelines for sustainable logging are not 
being implemented. 

Ian McAllister of the Raincoast Conservation Society 
says that the sudden increase in logging on the Central 
Coast is "unprecedented in 15 years." 

"It's unbelievable," McAllister says. "It's still just cut 
and run.” 

"Talk and log," says Qwatsinas (Ed Moody), hereditary chief 
of the Nuxalk Nation. "It is not a victory; everyone loses." 

What's at stake is the Great Bear Rainforest, the larg- 
est intact coastal rainforest in North America — home to 
thousand-year-old red cedars, wolves, moose, mountain 
goats, and grizzly, black and rare white spirit (Kermode) 
bears. Protected from logging and development by formi- 
dable mountains, this wild coastline stretches hundreds 
of miles from the tip of Vancouver Island to the Alaskan 
panhandle. Whales and orcas swim through the channels 
and inlets. First Nations communities fish, hunt and gath- 
er berries, as they have done here for thousands of years. 

The Great Bear Rainforest, we were told, is a wilderness 
legacy for our children and our children's children. Flow 
did this success story turn sour? 

Twelve Years of Campaigning 

It was members of the Nuxalk Nation who first invited 
non-native environmentalists to their traditional territory 
to witness large-scale clearcut logging in 1994. The fol- 
lowing year, Greenpeace teamed up with the Nuxalk and 
other environmental groups to save the place they had 
named the "Great Bear Rainforest." 


By 1997, Nuxalk members and their allies — Greenpeace, 
Forest Action Network, Bear Watch and People's Action for 
Threatened Habitat — were blocking logging operations on 
Roderick Island, King Island and Ista, which is sacred to the 
Nuxalk as the place where the first woman came to Earth. 

At dawn on June 6, 1997, workers for International For- 
est Products (Interfor) arrived at Ista to cut trees. Thirty 
protesters — including Nuxalk chiefs in full regalia — greet- 
ed the workers with a blockade and a huge tripod tower- 
ing over the middle of the road. One protester was locked 
down to a cement anchor buried in the road, while two 
more were perched at the apex of the tripod. 

In total, 55 people took over the road and shut down 
Interfor's logging operation for 19 days. Twenty-four peo- 
ple, including six members of the Nuxalk Nation, were ar- 
rested when police arrived to enforce a court injunction. 

In the 1990s, massive industrial clearcutting was already 
taking place — without the permission of First Nations — 
under the auspices of the province, which also hosted a 
process called the Central Coast Land and Resource Man- 
agement Plan (CCLRMP). The process was widely con- 
demned as a "talk and log" exercise, until the Sierra Club 
and Greenpeace set their sights on the planning commit- 
tee. In 1998, the groups won a moratorium to suspend 
logging in intact rainforest valleys in the Central Coast, 
while they participated in the CCLRMP process. 

Meanwhile, environmentalists organized an interna- 
tional market campaign to lobby buyers of BC wood prod- 
ucts around the world. As the boycott campaign picked 
up steam, companies like Home Depot and Ikea dropped 
their BC wood contracts, and the pressure was on to find 
a compromise. 

"Customers don't want to buy their two-by-fours or 
their pulp with a protester attached to it. If we don't end 
it, they will buy their products elsewhere," Bill Dumont, 
chief forester at Western Forest Products, told the Vancou- 
ver Sun in May 2000. 

Also in 2000, Greenpeace, ForestEthics, Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network and the Sierra Club of Canada — known 
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collectively as the Rainforest Solutions Project (RSP) — wildlife. The decision to protect only 32 percent may end 
made a decision that changed the course of the campaign, up sacrificing the spirit bear. 

According to Qwatsinas and others close to the Great Bear Sierra Club Campaigner Lisa Matthaus admits, "The pro- 
Rainforest, it was a serious strategic error. tected areas alone are not sufficient, but this is a political com- 

While negotiating the Great Bear Rainforest Agreement, promise. You need to have a lot of parties in agreement.... 
the RSP formally agreed to end their protests, blockades We wanted to meet the recommendations of the scientists 
and market campaigns. For the duration of the agreement, [on the Coast Information Team], but we couldn't.” 
there would be no more high-profile blockades of logging if one-third of the Great Bear Rainforest is protected, ac- 
operations on the BC coast, no lobbying international cording to the deal, then two-thirds will be logged. How 
wood buyers and no hard- it will be logged is still the 

subject of debate. 

Clearcuts are bad enough, 
but some timber companies 
are leveling the rainforest 
and then hauling out only 
the best trees — mostly red 
cedar — leaving the rest to be 
burned as slash or to rot on 
the ground. High-grading 
wastes millions of tons of 
wood each year, and it's uni- 
versally deplored as wasteful 
and contrary to sustainable 
forestry. The combination of 
clearcuts and high-grading 
resembles the world's worst 
slash-and-burn logging. 

The logging industry, 
environmental organiza- 
tions, communities, labor 
unions, First Nations and 
the BC government agreed 
to phase in new ecosystem- 
based management logging 
practices by 2009. The RSP 
website describes "lighter 
touch practices" that would 
"protect old growth, wildlife 
habitat, sensitive watersheds 
and salmon streams." 

Instead of starting to adopt 
gentler practices, it appears 
some — if not most — timber 
companies are stripping the 
land as fast as possible be- 
fore the 2009 deadline. 

Even spokespeople for the 
RSP are expressing concern. 

wilderness areas to develop- Spirit bears of the Great Bear Rainforest An RSP press release in Sep- 

ment and logging. However, tember noted that "some 

the Great Bear Rainforest Agreement only commits to a forest companies" still have not begun the eco-logging 
"conservancy" designation for 32 percent of the land — practices they promised three years ago. 
part of which is open for mining, and all of which may Merran Smith of ForestEthics says, "These agreements 
be open to roads, hydroelectric projects, tourism and are now at risk because a cornerstone of the agreement, 
other uses. ecosystem-based management, is faltering. We are tired of 

The parties pledged to base the agreement on the best big talk with no action." 
independent science available, and the province requisi- 
tioned a scientific review of the Central and North Coast Division in the Ranks 

flora and fauna to make recommendations about habitat Qwatsinas calls the Great Bear agreement an "empty 
protection. In 2005, the Coast Information Team found box." Essentially, the deal is only a framework. Ecosystem- 
that a minimum of 44 percent to 50 percent of the land based management is one of the details left undefined, 
area would have to be set aside to save ecosystems and continued on next page 


May-June 2007 Earth First! Page 31 


continued from previous page 

Even when a set of practices is eventually spelled out, the 
definition will be subject to change. 

The David Suzuki Foundation, one of Canada's largest 
and most respected environmental groups, wouldn't en- 
dorse the Great Bear agreement for this reason. "There's 
no guarantee that acceptable ecosystem-based manage- 
ment practices will be adopted," the foundation's Bill 
Wareham said. 

Other groups dedicated to the Great Bear Rainforest 
have walked away from the table, including the Forest Ac- 
tion Network (FAN), the Spirit Bear Youth Coalition, the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society (VWS) and Raincoast. 

In the future, while logging the unprotected ecosys- 
tems, timber corporations on the Central Coast will enjoy 
the signed agreement of two of BC's 
largest groups, Greenpeace and the 
Sierra Club, as well as the US-based 
ForestEthics and Rainforest Action 
Network. The groups that will con- 
tinue working on additional protec- 
tion on the coast — such as VWS, 

Raincoast, FAN and the David Suzu- 
ki Foundation — will be blocked by 
the BC government and timber in- 
dustry, using the agreement signed 
by the RSP groups as a "done deal." 

In the last few years, some en- 
vironmental groups and activists 
have lost patience with this. After 
15 years of seeing this happen, there 
should have been more learning, 
more awareness of the crisis of what 
we are losing and how we are losing 
it. Instead we have the rhetoric and 
delusion of "win-win" agreements. 

First Nations people are also di- 
vided in their response to the agree- 
ment. Even within the Nuxalk 
Nation, the band council supports 
the process, while traditionalists like Qwatsinas and the 
House of Smayusta vehemently oppose it. Their dissent 
is further fueled by the fact that the agreement fails to 
respect a protocol with the Nuxalk members who first in- 
vited Greenpeace to their territory in 1994. The protocol 
between Greenpeace and the House of Smayusta stated 
that no deals would be made without the approval of the 
First Nations partners. 

"It was a bold move for Greenpeace Canada to ignore 
the protocol and make the [Great Bear] agreement with- 
out our approval," Qwatsinas notes. "The sovereignty of 
Nuxalk lands and rights... took a back seat." 

Elsewhere on the coast, the Kitasoo Nation has signed 
the deal and now hopes to reap the benefits by logging 
Green Inlet, part of its traditional territory. Although al- 
most half of Kitasoo land is protected, and Kitasoo Forest 
Products is cutting trees selectively instead of clearcut- 
ting, the project has brought the wrath of Simon Jackson, 
founder of the Spirit Bear Youth Coalition. 

The coalition says that the agreement has protected 
only two-thirds of the spirit bear's crucial habitat. Now 
that the final third is being logged, Jackson says that the 


province is back-pedaling on its commitment to protect 
the spirit bear population, which is estimated at about 
200 animals. 

"Everybody thought the white bears were protected 
with that announcement," says Jackson. "A lot of great 
steps were taken..., but it didn't protect the spirit bear." 

Buying Silence? 

Observers report that one of the conditions imposed on 
the negotiations was a ban on any public complaints or 
criticisms aimed at the process or any of the participants. 
Of course, the parties involved are not disclosing details 
about such restrictions. 

Qwatsinas suggests that more groups should be speaking 
out about the agreement’s shortcomings, but he adds, "I 
don't think they can. Some of their 
hands are tied, and the gag qrder is 
in place." 

Besides the health and survival of 
the ecosystem, a substantial financial 
package is at stake for the Great Bear 
Rainforest Agreement participants. 
The government and various founda- 
tions have pledged $120 million ear- 
marked for First Nations sustainable 
economic development and conser- 
vation projects. The Big Greens' high- 
profile campaign, with the spirit bear 
as its mascot, has served them well by 
raising their public relations profiles 
and expanding their donor bases. 

Forest campaigner Ingmar Lee says 
that a cost-benefit analysis of the 
money spent on the Great Bear Agree- 
ment comes up short. 

"We've found that organized, in- 
stitutional environmentalism [in 
BC] has failed... to accomplish any- 
thing," he complains. "The successes 
have come from individual grassroots 
efforts that have basically bypassed the entrenched, bu- 
reaucratic environmental institutions, which have been 
sucking up the enviro-buck and just not getting the kind 
of accomplishments we need." 

Lee is not surprised that the RSP groups are getting 
"stabbed in the back" by government and industry appar- 
ently reneging on the spirit of the agreement. 

"I just believe that we should be working together 
against these incorrigible forces of destruction rather than 
working together with them," he says. "I have always ad- 
vocated a broad spectrum of environmentalist effort, but 
the grassroots activist community has been excluded from 
the project from the start." 

Qwatsinas also makes a distinction between the grass- 
roots groups and the Big Greens. "I'm glad there are some 
out there — groups like Raincoast — trying to make an hon- 
est effort, protecting the environment, who are not hand- 
cuffed by the process." 

Zoe Blunt is an Earth First! contact in western Canada. She 
also writes for the Guerrilla News Network and Lowbagger, 
and is involved in organizing the 2007 Wild Earth Rendezvous 
(see page 44). 
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Full Tanks Empty Stomachs 


Ethanol and Eco-Colonialism 


by Skyler Simmons 

The buzz about ethanol has grown 
tremendously in the past few years 
as oil prices skyrocket, racist right- 
wingers look for a way to be indepen- 
dent of the Middle East, and lefties 
look for a quick fix to global warming 
that doesn't require them to reduce 
their level of consumption. This Janu- 
ary, President Bush announced a plan 
to produce 35 billion gallons of biofu- 
els (mostly ethanol) per year by 2017. 
Yet there has been little attention paid 
to the real social and environmental 
impacts of ethanol production. 

In early March, Bush traveled to Bra- 
zil to secure massive imports of etha- 
nol to the US. Bush's visit was met not 
with praise for supporting Brazilian 
agriculture but with militant protests 
decrying the environmental devasta- 
tion and neo-colonialism perpetrated 
by Brazil's ethanol industry. In the 
region of Ribeirao Preto, 900 women 
took over an ethanol plant owned by 
the agribusiness cartel Cargill. They 
also decried the increased land con- 
solidation that is occurring as wealthy 
landowners grab more and more land 
for monoculture sugarcane farms. 

In Sao Paulo, demonstrators re- 
sponded to Bush's visit by marching 
through the streets, carrying stalks 
of sugarcane and clashing with po- 
lice. Protesters noted that increasing 
amounts of the Amazon rainforest are 
being cleared for monoculture farms 
to produce ethanol. Suzanne Pereira 
dos Santos of Brazil's Landless Workers 
Movement, who helped organize the 
march, remarked, "Bush and the US 
go to war to control oil reserves, and 
now Bush and his pals are trying to 
control the production of ethanol in 
Brazil, and that has to be stopped." 

In February, massive protests broke 
out in Mexico over the price of com, 
a major staple in that country. More 
than 75,000 people marched through 
the streets of Mexico City to demand 
an immediate reduction of com prices. 


Why are corn prices so high? Because 
ever-increasing amounts of corn 
are going towards ethanol produc- 
tion, and this increased demand has 
caused corn prices to skyrocket. Corn 
is now going toward feeding the 
US's auto addiction rather than the 
world's poor. 

The environmental impacts of 
ethanol production are also trou- 
bling. Growing the corn is incred- 
ibly energy intensive, in terms 
of fuel consumption by farm 
equipment and the large 
amounts of fossil-fuel-based 
fertilizers used. In addition, 
large quantities of toxic pesti- 
cides must be used. 

Ethanol distillation also burns 
large amounts of fossil fuels. Most 
distilleries burn natural gas, though 
more and more are relying on coal. 
One plant in Goldfield, Iowa, burns 
300 tons of coal every day! Overall, 
ethanol is incredibly inefficient, tak- 
ing three units of energy to make 
four. Some argue that it actually takes 
more energy to produce ethanol than 
you get from burning it. 

Many proponents of ethanol claim 
that it is "carbon neutral"; since the 
carbon in the ethanol was originally 
sucked out of the atmosphere by the 
plant, they say it is a closed cycle. This 
ludicrous claim completely ignores 
the massive amounts of fossil fuels 
used in the growth, transportation 
and refinement of corn ethanol. In 
fact, when it comes to greenhouse gas 
emissions, the production and burn- 
ing of ethanol is only slightly better 
than burning gasoline! 

The ethanol boom is one of many 
last-ditch attempts by industrial capi- 
talism to continue its existence in a 
rapidly approaching post-oil world. 
The pursuit of ethanol is simply the 
continuation of an exploitative, co- 
lonial system that steals resources 
from the world's poor communities 
to maintain the consumer lifestyles 
of the First World. 







Large-scale ethanol production can 
only lead to greater devastation of the 
Earth, as diverse ecosystems are con- 
verted to monoculture farms. Dispos- 
session will increase as subsistence 
farmers and hunter-gatherers are 
forced off their land to make way for 
the US's new energy colonies. 

A turn to ethanol as a fuel source 
also means shifting a considerable 
portion of farmable land from food 
production to energy production. As 
demand for ethanol grows, we will 
see increasing tension between First 
World people choosing to fuel their 
"green" cars and the rest of the world 
simply struggling to eat. The events in 
Mexico have no doubt foreshadowed 
what is to come. 

There is no quick techno-fix to cli- 
mate change or peak oil. We cannot 
accept a new wave of colonialism 
that offsets the problems created by 
our exorbitant First World lifestyles 
onto the Global South. The only an- 
swer to these problems is a dramatic 
reduction in our energy and resource 
consumption. 

Skyler Simmons enjoys seeing liberals 
go into convulsions as they realize that 
biofuels aren't going to save the world. 
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A Report From. Four Journal 


by the Earth First! 

Journal Collective 

The Journal forges bravely ahead! 
We've faced highs and lows in the past 
year as we've struggled to improve our 
organizational abilities and financial 
situation, and to get the Journal out 
to y'all on a skeleton staff (see EF!J 
September-October 2006). But 
most of all, we've been dealing 
with changes. 

We've said goodbye to one 
long-term editor and been 
joined by another, moved to a 
rent-free (though significantly 
smaller) office space and had 
drastic fluctuations in financial 
resources and people power. 

And we are preparing for 
more changes in the future... 
some of which have been brew- 
ing harder than mango wine on 
a Summer day. 

Hello Tabloid, 

Bye-Bye Chain Stores 

Part of why it was so impor- 
tant to touch base with y'all 
at the Organizers' Conference 
(OC) this February was the need 
to discuss two big proposals re- 
garding the way that the Journal 
is formatted and distributed. 

Both were approved through 
formal consensus at the OC's 
Journal discussion. 

The first resolution was a 
statement of intent to change the for- 
mat of the Journal to something more 
financially sustainable — namely, back 
to a tabloid-style paper like the one 
we had during the Journal's first 20 
years. So we are now researching pos- 
sible tabloid formats and looking at 
the potential impacts on our dealings 
with the printer and the post office. 
Barring unforeseen obstacles, the ac- 
tual format change will occur with 
the September-October 2007 issue. 


The Journal changed to a "fancy" 
magazine format with the move 
to Tucson back in 2001, in part to 
satisfy the standards of the distrib- 
utors that could get us into corpo- 
rate bookstores, which often don't 
accept tabloids. At the time, this 
change was seen as providing both a 


new, aesthetically pleasing standard of 
quality and a way to reach out to those 
who only shop — by choice or circum- 
stance — at corporate bookstores. 

However, the consensus at the OC 
was that this format has reached its 
heyday and passed it. Though some 
people still favor the magazine format, 
most felt that a much cheaper, if less 
professional-looking, tabloid would 
be favorable to the more expensive 
magazine that we have now. 


Most importantly, folks at the OC 
agreed that the Journal is, first and 
foremost, a tool for the movement. 
It's a way to do outreach and a meth- 
od for us to get our words out fo one 
another and the public. The more ac- 
cessible the Journal, the better. We felt 
that it is more important to make the 
Journal available when EFlers 
are tabling at events or publi- 
cizing actions than it is for the 
Journal to be shining from a 
rack at a corporate bookstore. 
And besides making the Journal 
more financially stable, having 
a tabloid-style paper may en- 
able us to provide EF! groups 
and contacts with more copies 
of the Journal to hand out and 
do outreach with. 

This ties in with the second 
resolution: a statement of in- 
tent to end our business re- 
lationship with Ingram, our 
largest corporate distributor 
and the one that has exclusive 
contracts with Barnes & Noble 
and Borders. If we change to 
a tabloid-style paper, Ingram 
won't carry us anyway, and as 
we already explained, we don't 
want to prioritize corporate 
bookstores anymore anyway. 
But why the urgency? 

After finally crunching end- 
less numbers from Ingram's 
reports and our records, we 
discovered that we're effectively los- 
ing $5,000 per year on our deal with 
them! A vast majority — 60 percent to 
70 percent — of the copies that we send 
them are not sold, but are destroyed. 
We receive no money for these unsold 
copies and are actually charged by In- 
gram for the cost of processing and 
destroying them. Factor in shipping 
and printing costs for all those unsold 
copies, and it turns out we're basically 
paying $5,000 each year to wage an 



Collective members holding bundles of the Journal, 
back before the change to magazine format 
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unsuccessful outreach campaign at 
Puke & Noble. 

We could be spending that mon- 
ey in any number of ways: on bet- 
ter forms of outreach — like the 
old-school, grassroots, face-to-face 
kind; on hiring more staff; or on 
boosting subscriptions. 

Besides, we'd rather be doing busi- 
ness directly with the small, inde- 
pendent stores that currently receive 
the Journal through Ingram, and 
they'd probably get a better deal 
from us, anyway. 

Again, barring unforeseen circum- 
stances, we're planning to drop In- 
gram — and possibly other corporate 
distributors — as soon as we've con- 
tacted as many of their smaller book- 
store clients as possible and talked to 
them about receiving the Journal di- 
rectly from us. We hope to have 
accomplished this before the 
Summer is over. 

We will also continue our re- 
search with the post office in or- 
der to ensure that these format 
and distribution changes will 
not jeopardize our crucial status 
as a periodical. 

So far, we've found print rates 
that will save us nearly $2,000 
each issue for comparable page 
counts, full color on pages one 
and two, soy-based inks and 
recycled paper. We're still try- 
ing to decide whether we want 
a smaller-dimensioned tabloid 
that may be easier to hold or an 
11-inch by 17-inch paper (like 
the old one) that would appear 
better folded up next to maga- 
zines on a newsstand. 

The Green Stuff and the 
Wild World of Radical 
Print Publications 

At the OC, we also reported 
on the current state of the Journal. In 
this case, the "green stuff" refers not 
to pretty trees, shrubs or cacti, but to 
cold, hard cash. We're short. We're 
not folding or anything, but we aren't 
exactly rolling in dough. 

However, after looking at the cur- 
rent state of other print media, we 
can't judge ourselves too harshly. 
Many print publications have been 
suffering, especially radical ones. 
Some of the causes for this downturn 
are more apparent than others, but 
analyzing them is our best chance at 


cultivating the Journal as a healthy 
publication. 

One of the most significant chal- 
lenges to independent print media 
is the Internet, which has been ex- 
tremely effective at absorbing people 
into its infinite newsroom. To cope 
with this trend, the Journal has just 
launched a cool, new website with 
an attractive design and increased 
functionality. And if we can make it 
financially feasible, we're considering 
an online version of the Journal (we 
already feature quite a few articles on 
the website). 

Nevertheless, we hope that y'all will 
continue to favor our print publication 
for its unique content, as well as the 
fact that a paper publication is more 
enjoyable to read. It's also important 
to note that new subscriptions — which 


are the dumpstered bread, fake butter 
and nutritional yeast of our income — 
have been coming in more and more 
through our new website. Clearly, the 
web may provide an important part of 
our future income. 

Another culprit in the decline of rad- 
ical publications is financial misman- 
agement and bureaucratic dishonesty. 
This was highlighted last Fall when the 
Independent Press Association (IPA) — a 
major distributor and loan-provider for 
many small, indie publications — went 
under while still owing its member 


publications (including Clamor, Bitch, 
Punk Planet, Mother Jones and many oth- 
ers) hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Several, like Clamor, couldn't make it 
through this hit. Clamor had been in a 
tenuous position even before the final 
shock from the IPA, but it had restruc- 
tured just last Spring in order to save 
money and become more sustainable. 
Clamor says that it would have had a 
much better chance of weathering the 
storm if the IPA had been transparent 
about its dismal situation instead of 
assuring publications that they'd get 
their money at some point or simply 
ignoring phone calls. 

We had our own close call last Au- 
tumn, but we have regained our foot- 
ing. Our Winter fundraising letter, 
personal appeals to long-time friends 
of the Journal and fundraisers orga- 
nized by groups across the coun- 
try helped tremendously, and 
we're now on steadier ground. 

The Journal has also moved 
to a rent-free location. It's a 
quaint, funky Tucson house in 
the same neighborhood as be- 
fore. It's no palace, but for an 
entire year we have the place 
for only the cost of utilities. 
This will help us out greatly as 
we work to build up staff. 

What the current collective 
has learned from our own and 
other publications' difficulties 
last year is that we need to be 
vigilant for signs of vulnerabil- 
ity, and we must respond effec- 
tively and immediately. If the 
current setup is inefficient or 
unsustainable, it is worth the in- 
convenience and effort to move 
toward a more financially sen- 
sible way of functioning. 

As always, we are here for you, 
but we need your support in seek- 
ing out subscriptions, submit- 
ting lots more articles and artwork, 
and coming to Tucson to volunteer 
or short-term (let us know if you're 
interested!). Through thick or thin, 
with your help we can continue to 
put out rockin' issues of the Journal. 

The Earth First! Journal Collective 
would like to welcome Emmett, an in- 
credibly charming brown and white 
puppy, to its gang. Emmett reminds us 
to be curious and excited by nature all 
the time, even if we are just exploring the 
overgrown brush and scrub of the Jour- 
nal house's front yard. 



Emmett 
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A Sense ef 

VICTORY 


BY OUTIS 

Listen: The Story of the People at 
Taku Wakan Tipi and the Reroute 
of Highway 55, or the Minnehaha 
Free State, compiled by Elli King, Feral 
Press, 2006. 

One night, as I stood with a veteran 
Apache defender of Mount Graham 
atop that same mountain, watching 
ancient Gaan dancers around the fire, 
1 asked about the continuing threats 
to that sacred place. He spoke of an el- 
der who, when asked the same thing, 
said that it is vital that we continue 
to "use" the mountain, that we must 
not forget the purposes it served for 
our ancestors and the reasons we be- 
lieve it should be protected. He said 
that if we were to journey there with 
our children — not just in its defense 
but to pray, gather herbs and drink of 
its healing waters — then everything 
else would come naturally. 

When one learns to honor the 
Earth and all the blessings it gives 
us, protecting those sacred places be- 
comes as second-nature as protecting 
ourselves. This is what we learn from 
the book Listen. 

On August 10, 1998, one of the 
longest urban land occupations in 
US history began. Opposing the con- 
struction of a highway in south Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, citizens of all 
ages, races, religions and political 
backgrounds occupied threatened 
neighborhoods, Minnehaha Park and 
an oak savannah. They prevented 
their land's imminent destruction for 
more than 16 months. 

Including more than 60 pages of 
photos, maps, artwork and newspaper 
articles, Listen tells the story behind a 
campaign that successfully brought 
together an unbelievable coalition of 
environmentalists, indigenous peo- 
ples, local residents and others. 
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We hear from the residents them- 
selves, whose homes were slated for 
destruction by the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Transportation, which was 
intent on building an unnecessary 
bypass highway. There are the voices 
of local historians who desperately 
tried to convince politicians of the 
history that would be destroyed. And 
of course, our own crusty forces of 
EFIers helped enlist the aid of indig- 
enous traditionalists, who brought 
spiritual strength to the entire cam- 
paign. Throw in local punks, pagans 
and religious leaders, and the reader 
quickly develops a sense of hope and 
inspiration as all of these forces come 
together to create a true egalitarian 
community of resistance. 

What I loved the most about this 
story was not the courageous tri- 
pods, lockdowns, treesits or occupa- 
tions (although there were many!), 
but how everyday people were 
drawn into the struggle and their 
lives changed forever. Many recount 


being emotionally overwhelmed and 
crying rivers of tears in the presence 
of the Four Sacred Oaks, where they 
glimpsed a world that modern so- 
ciety has led us to believe no longer 
exists. The restless spirits of the land 
reached out to the defenders, and we 
hear in story after story how each was 
touched by the ancient voices. 

Listen is also a case study of the very 
pragmatic obstacles encountered in 
organizing a campaign involving peo- 
ple from all walks of life. But the most 
important lesson of the campaign 
might be this: No matter where we 
come from, the Earth and our sacred 
relationship with her offers a spiritu- 
al salvation not found in the plastic 
consumer society of the Invader. The 
defenders of Taku Wakan Tipi carried 
this seed of empowerment within their 
hearts as they navigated the campaign 
through the very real threats of infil- 
trators, police surveillance, infighting 
over tactics, lifestyle differences and 
political compromise. Indigenous el- 
ders were offended when a proponent 
of the highway expansion was pied, 
while others were humbled as they 
overcame their own prejudice toward 
the pierced, tattooed and dreadlocked 
youth risking their lives as their own 
ancestors did. 

Nowhere in this book is there the 
voice of only one leader or strategy. 
Instead, there is a commitment to- 
ward working together, so that vic- 
tory is not just in the preservation of 
the threatened area but in the process 
through which this happens. Maybe 
that’s why, at the end of the campaign, 
as homes were demolished and trees 
fell, one still felt a sense of victory. 

Listen is a must-have book for anyone 
who thinks that Earth First! is just about 
protecting huge chunks of wilderness. 
Rarely has a campaign's story been told 
so well by the very people involved. 




Get Out oU'hat Armchair, 

Forager! 


BY MEREIAN 

The Forager's Harvest: A Guide to Identifying, Harvest- 
ing and Preparing Edible Wild Plants, by Samuel Thayer, 
Forager's Harvest Press, 2006. 

The Forager's Harvest is an edible plant field guide writ- 
ten for those who are interested in actually harvesting 
wild, edible plants. Unlike the many edible-plant guides 
written for the "armchair forager," this book's author 
writes from personal experience and has collected each 
plant dozens, if not hundreds, of times. Thayer believes 
that "most wild food guides cover 
way too many plants in far too little 
detail," leading authors to "include 
plants they have little or no first- 
hand experience with." He then goes 
on to cite inaccuracies in other field 
guides. Oftentimes, the same inac- 
curacy occurs in several different 
guides, proving that their authors 
have not eaten the plants themselves 
and simply took their information 
from another source. 

Thayer covers 32 plants. This en- 
ables him to go into great detail 
about how to. identify the plant and 
tell it apart from look-alikes, when 
and where the plant can be harvest- 
ed, what parts should be harvested, 
methods for harvesting and conser- 
vation in terms of over-harvesting. It 
also allows him to include multiple 
photographs of each plant in differ- 
ent stages of growth, with close-up 
shots of the edible parts. The plants 
Thayer covers are not specific to a 
particular bioregion but are most prevalent in the Great 
Lakes area, the Northeast, the Midwest and southeast- 
ern Canada. He goes on to say that the book will be only 
somewhat less useful in the Pacific Northw’est, the Rocky 
Mountains, the Northern Plains, and parts of northern 
Canada and Alaska. 

In the section "The History of Foraging and Wild Food 
Literature," Thayer briefly explores how wild food became 
"beneath the dignity of real human beings." According 
to Thayer, "Foragers represented an entirely different so- 
cioeconomic system that threatened the very stability 
of oppressive, feudal agrarian civilization." Thayer also 



A Guide to Identifying, Harvesting, and Preparing 

EDIBLE WILD PLANTS 



claims that today in North America, many wild edibles lies on Scragg Mountain. 


are well-known not because they are tasty or easily col- 
lected, but because they were used by settlers. Many of 
these settlers held prejudice against wild food and only 
ate it out of necessity when crops failed or other foods 
were unavailable. This "farmer folk knowledge" only per- 
tains to a certain group of plants that all share similari- 
ties in how, when and where they are gathered. Thayer 
stresses that these are the plants that are most prevalent 
in wild-edible-plant guides today, so it's no surprise that 
many people assume all wild, edible plants are gross or 
bitter when the only ones they have tried are dandelion 
greens and common plantains. 

Why, one might ask, is foraging 
important to the EF! movement? In 
a world where the majority of people 
know more about the personal lives 
of celebrities than they know about 
wild foods growing less than 100 feet 
from their homes, it's no wonder that 
most people couldn't care less about 
our last wild places being destroyed. 
Harvesting wild food reminds us that 
we are not merely passive observers 
of nature; we are participants, and by 
killing the natural world, we are also 
killing ourselves. 

The Forager's Harvest definitely 
challenges the standard when it 
comes to wild food literature. How- 
ever, the book does include some lan- 
guage that might be better left out. 
Thayer is a Quaker, and he refers to 
God multiple times throughout his 
guide. What makes me uncomfort- 
able about this is that Thayer refers 
to God as "he," while using other 
gendered language over the course of the book. 

It's obvious that foraging is not just a hobby for Samuel 
Thayer. I strongly recommend The Forager's Harvest to 
anyone who is interested in harvesting wild foods. It has 
become the newest addition to my backpack, and I am 
certain it will prove that its usefulness more than com- 
pensates for the amount of space it takes up. My only 
concern is that if this really is the first volume in a series 
of plant guides, I might have to think about getting a big- 
ger backpack. 

Mereian was bom and raised in the Green Mountains, and 
although his travels have taken him elsewhere, his heart still 
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DiMicele’s Mellow Return 


by Jack Moss 

by ebb & by flow, by Alice DiMicele, Alice Otter Music, 2007. 

In the early '80s, I met Alice DiMicele at the Potato House, 
in New Paltz, New York. Her talent was obvious, and her 
generous, open-hearted nature made her many friends. 

Now, 20 years later, DiMicele is kicking out quality 
music once again, after a hiatus of several years. In those 
years, we have all mellowed a bit, and I hear it in by ebb 
& by flow. Much more introspective and less controversial 
than prior releases, she writes about the universals of love, 
personal exploration and the element of water. 

"Mexico" starts out the album upbeat and tightly ar- 
ranged, with the most memorable tune of the album. 
Traveling to "some beach in Mexico" in her mind, DiMi- 
cele suggests that our inner desires for meaning and hon- 
esty can be found in nature. 

DiMicele slows down with "Conjuring," in which she 
reaches out for those most basic of human needs: love and 
passionate connection. Conjuring images of a mysterious 
lover, it is a magic spell put to music. 

"Made Out of Water" describes the variety of experi- 
ences we have with water: "I'm made out of water/water is 
the only thing that can quench my thirst/and I'm always 
trying to get back to the water/from that very first breath 
on my day of birth." The harmonies flesh out the chorus, 


and this sounds like it 
would be a good sing- 
along at her concerts. 

"Downstream" is a 
showcase for some jazzy 
scat with nice musical 
breaks and a sweet and 
appropriate bass lead. 

More water and more 
lovers grace the lyr- 
ics — DiMicele likes both, preferably mixed together. 

"Promise of the Sun" is a prayer to the Life Force for 
those qualities that we all strive for— forgiveness, lpye and 
kindness — in the face of hate and injustice. The sitar-like 
sound comes off well, although some of the arrangement 
feels a bit lost at times. 

In general, I'd like to have DiMicele's voice a bit more 
front and center in most of the songs. She has a strong and 
unique timbre, as well as an excellent range that should 
be showcased. The ensemble sometimes overwhelms and 
cuts across her voice and the lyrics. 

Anyone who knows Alice DiMicele's music will find this 
effort a good addition to her previous work. If you can, see 
her in concert — she is a great performer. Hopefully, she'll 
be inspired to write and record more in the future. 

For more information, visit www.alicedimicele.com. 




FUastIne PUys Wiih Fins 



by Sophia 

Bum It, by Filastine, Soot Records, 2006. 

Oh snap. This album is hot. And it's 
got a radical message, but it's not our 
usual acoustic campfire folk, bright 
underground hip-hop or classic po- 
litical punk. 

Bum It, which features a diverse 
array of artists and meshes global 
sounds with the malleable medium of 
hip-hop, is a project to raise awareness 
of the Green Scare and money for the 
Operation Backfire defendants ($5 per 
CD). Not only do the lyrics carry a mes- 
sage encouraging resistance, but the CD 


includes a 10-page booklet about gov- 
ernment repression, the Green Scare 
and why solidarity is important. 

Filastine, a former member of 
jTchKunG!, produced Bum It, creat- 
ing its beats and traveling to multiple 
continents to record local musicians 
for the samples on the record. You 
can hear some of jTchKunGl's influ- 
ence in the raw sounds and flowing 
chants that flare up on the album. 

Bum It is not overproduced, so it 
retains an edge that gets polished 
off in more commercial albums. The 
sounds and samples on this record — 
from the Middle East, India, Latin 
America and beyond — emphasize 
the importance of keeping a global 
view of resistance. Including both 
analog and digital sounds, the tracks 
are often mellow but make forays 
into higher tempos. The rhythms 
span hip-hop, drum 'n' bass, dub and 
hand drums, and there is just enough 


in the way of scratching and effects 
to keep things moving. Vocal and in- 
strumental hooks will get pleasantly 
stuck it your head, and some of the 
tracks are definitely danceable. 

There's a refreshing presence of 
both male and female vocals, each 
with a distinctive style. Lyricists give 
us reggae flavors and Indian scales, 
as well as rapping in at least three 
different languages. This diversity 
of tongues and cultures wrapped up 
on a single album is unique, and be- 
sides showing off the beauty of each 
region, it represents that people all 
over the world can unite when we 
need to resist oppression. 

Bum It has a heavy, thoughtful, ur- 
ban sound. Even if you think you're 
not into this kind of music, you'll 
find Bum It both striking and famil- 
iar on the first listen. So check it out 
now, and support the Green Scare de- 
fendants and your ears! 
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Federal Prison 101 




by Peter Young 

Editors' note: As with all content appearing in the Journal, 
this article reflects the opinions and experiences of its author. 
We mention this only because we feel that great care must 
be taken when discussing prison life. A look at past Journal 
articles on the topic will show that prison experiences vary 
widely. Thus, the editorial collective views this article as one 
installment of an ongoing conversation about the diverse re- 
alities of prison life and the complex role that it plays in our 
liberation struggles. 

In our endless discourse on animal liberation theory 
and practice, there has remained a frightful specter, kept 
in the closet and rarely spoken of, whose supreme power 
has served as a deterrent from taking the simplest of ac- 
tions to correct the most horrible of crimes. This unmen- 
tionable is prison. Inaction cannot be blamed on a lack 
of knowledge or skill, since every target and tactic is at 
our disposal in this information age. We would more cor- 
rectly attribute our nights at home to the exaggerated 
threat of prison. 

What follows is a brief 
summary of the life that 
awaits an animal liberation 
activist convicted of federal 
charges. It is based on my 
personal experience, which 
extends only to the federal 
system. However, a look at 
the Journal's prisoner page 
will show that it is this sys- 
tem that animal liberation- 
ists in the US will likely 
face (see page 42). All but 
a few animal liberation prisoners have been prosecuted 
federally. As a disclaimer, I am unable to comment on 
life inside the maximum-security US Penitentiary (USP) 
system — a fate not to be ruled out for those convicted of 
more serious offenses. However, very few activists have 
ever seen the inside of a USP, even for arson. 


If you, as I did, suffer pretrial detention without bail 
in a county jail, arriving in prison will mark the end of 
your darkest days. County jail is the worst time you will 
do — your least comfortable living, your greatest difficul- 
ties with food and your most frequent problems with both 
staff and other prisoners. When you arrive at federal pris- 
on, it's time to exhale. 

Basic Details 

The activist convicted of a federal crime can serve 85 
percent of their sentence, with good behavior earning 
54 days of time served per year. The last six months 
will likely be spent in a halfway house with work-release 
privileges. 

Federal Prisoners 

The reputation of federal prison playing host to primar- 
ily white-collar criminals and bank robbers is greatly anti- 
quated. Since the 1980s, federal prosecutions have taken a 
sharp turn toward drug- and gun-possession crimes. Cur- 
rently, large-volume drug dealers constitute more than 80 
percent of federal prisoners. At my facility, I would esti- 
mate that 95 percent of the 
prisoners were serving time 
for drug, gun and immigra- 
tion charges. Others were 
in for bank robberies and 
large-scale fraud. 

Custody Levels 
Federal prisons are divid- 
ed into four custody levels: 
camps, lows, mediums, 
and USPs. The basis for the 
public's image of a federal 
prison is the minimum se- 
curity camp. Although the comforts of these prisons have 
been greatly scaled back since the 1980s due to a backlash 
from "tough on crime" zealots, features such as tennis 
courts and movie theaters are still very much a reality. 
These "prisons" even lack a fence. 

continued on next page 


Inaction cannot be blamed on a lack 
of knowledge or skill, since every 
target and tactic is at our disposal in 
this information age. We would more 
correctly attribute our nights at home 
to the exaggerated threat of prison. 
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continued from previous page 
Camps are reserved for low-risk prisoners with less than 
seven years to serve, and they have the largest percentage 
of white-collar criminals. Lows are for prisoners with 20 
years or less. As with camps, they have a dormitory setup 
in place of cells. Mediums are for those with 30 years or 
less, and they are much closer to the standard image of a 
prison. USPs are for prisoners with 30 years or more, or for 
those deemed a security risk due to trouble at lower-secu- 
rity facilities or involvement in violent crimes. It's impor- 
tant to note that any sentence of any length for any crime 
can result in designation to any security level. The security 
level of your prison will most heavily define your prison 
experience. 


For the purpose of animal liberationists, 
most property crimes are likely to result 
in a designation of medium security or 
lower. With crimes involving arson, 
history has shown it’s a coin toss, and 
with possible “terrorism” enhancements, 
maximum-security USP designation is a 
possibility. 


Many factors contribute to one's custody level, in- 
cluding criminal history, severity of your crime and any 
history of violence. Small details can have a significant 
impact. A nine-year-old misdemeanor warrant from a 
demonstration at the University of California-Davis Pri- 
mate Center raised my custody two whole levels — from 
minimum to medium. 

The federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) has an efficient sys- 
tem for moving violent or predatory prisoners to USPs. 
Often a single fight can raise one's custody to USP level. 
This creates a less violent climate than one might expect, 
even at medium security facilities. 

For the purpose of animal liberationists, most proper- 
ty crimes are likely to result in a designation of medium 
security or lower. With crimes involving arson, history 
has shown it's a coin toss, and with possible "terrorism" 
enhancements, USP designation is a possibility. Numer- 
ous factors are involved. Animal liberation prisoner Josh 
Demmitt and SUV-torcher-turned-snitch Billy Cottrell 
were both convicted of arson with no criminal histories. 
Demmitt went to a camp and was recently released, while 
Cottrell sits at a medium. 

The Myths 

In the facilities where I spent time, I found the "sur- 
vival of the fittest" reputation of prison life to be largely 
obsolete. Most commonly held beliefs about prison life 
are either echoes of a convict culture long since deceased 
or applicable only to USPs. These media-induced horror 
scenes form the basis of the public's perception of the pris- 
on experience simply because knife fights and gang rapes 


make for good material. The reality of thousands of men 
playing cards and watching professional wrestling doesn't 
sell books. In my experience, sexual assault was nonexis- 
tent. If improvised weaponry existed, it was invisible to 
my eyes. And during my time in prison, I neither saw nor 
got into a fight. 

Food 

The BOP is surprisingly liberal with regard to food, re- 
quiring a vegetarian option at every meal and ample com- 
missary options. However, in prison as in jail, an ethically 
motivated vegan diet is not recognized, and safely navi- 
gating the hazardous food landscape requires effort. What 
follows is an overview of veganism behind enemy lines. 

Dining Hall: Food in the dining hall can be divided into 
two parts — the "line" and the self-serve bar. I generally 
skipped the line about half the week. Vegan items served 
at my facility included French fries, pasta, apples and- po- 
tatoes. I found that the vegetarian meat substitute was 
vegan about half the time, and dishes served included 
vegan chicken patties, soy fajitas, and sweet and sour tofu. 
The food service manager was usually accessible to answer 
questions about ingredients. At my prison, the self-serve 
bar included an all-you-can-eat salad bar, rice and beans, 
as well as rotating vegetable items. It is my understanding 
that all federal prisons have a salad bar. 

Commissary: This is the prison store, which prisoners 
visit once a week. Vegans will find it desirable and per- 
haps essential to supplement their diets through the com- 
missary. The selection varies, but standard items include 
oatmeal, peanut butter and trail mix. 

Common Fare: This is the name for the BOP's meal plan 
for people with religious diets. Generally, it is two trays of 
raw, sliced vegetables and whole fruits given at each meal. 
Prisoners are only placed on common fare if they ascribe to 


Media-induced horror scenes form the 
basis of the public’s perception of the 
prison experience simply because knife 
fights and gang rapes make for good 
material. The reality of thousands of men 
playing cards and watching professional 
wrestling doesn’t sell books. 


a faith that calls for adherence to certain dietary laws, such 
as Judaism or the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It should 
be noted that there is a curious phenomenon of newly ar- 
rived prisoners being divinely possessed by the power of the 
Holy Ghost and experiencing a sudden spiritual conversion 
shortly before filling out their intake paperwork. Many later 
find this to have been much to their advantage. 

Black Market: The prison black market is huge, and its 
largest segment is food. In the prison economy, stamps 
are money. There is simply no food item in prison that 
cannot be purchased, and vegans with money will find 
themselves wanting for little. Well-off prisoners can quite 
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literally purchase cases of Boca Burgers or have vegan 
pumpkin pies made and delivered to their cell. 

Staff 

The brutal, abusive prison guard was among the staple 
prison images I was pleased to find mostly false. While 
experiences will vary according to prison, at my facility 
guards were so far in the background that were it not for 
the daily mail call, I could have gone for weeks without 
speaking to or thinking about a guard. 

Among the realities of 
prison I found most fright- 
ening was being at the mer- 
cy and under the care of 
profoundly stupid people. 

My experience strongly 
affirms a sentiment ex- 
pressed by George Jackson 
in Soledad Brother: one of 
the worst mistakes that 
prisoners can make is to as- 
sume that their jailers have 
hearts. Any lingering hope 
for a core of goodness and 
reason existing deep within 
all people will find its swift 
death in prison. 

Convict Culture 

More than the loss of 
freedom or friends, I found 
the greatest challenge of 
prison to be the shock of 
a new culture that seemed 
insane to its very core. 

Spared a constant physi- 
cal battle as per the com- 
mon myth, I instead faced 
a psychological battle of 
life among the customs, 
manners, language and 
priorities that characterize 
prison life. Most prisoners 
with whom I lived were 
loud, held women in the 
lowest regard, told offen- 
sive jokes and exhibited the maturity of 15-year-olds. It 
is the primary goal of the new prisoner to win their favor 
without becoming one of them. 

It is important to establish tolerance of other prisoners, 
as well as a certain level of conformity. What is crucial 
during the weeks after arrival is to watch. Sit back and 
take in every detail, from where people sit to how beds 
are made. Most important is a healthy fear that things can 
go very wrong at any moment. The smallest transgression 
can sour one's reputation in a way that is impossible to 
reverse. Seemingly tiny infractions, such as spending too 
much time in one's cell, can quickly become large prob- 
lems. Creating one enemy can, in effect, be creating doz- 
ens within hours, and this must be cautiously avoided. 
Although it takes a certain amount of effort to get beaten 
up, there is a much less desirable alternative that requires 


no skill at all, and that is to be shunned. 

While it may be the preference of some to avoid so- 
cializing in prison, it is inadvisable to keep completely 
to oneself. There is deep suspicion of and a subtle contempt 
for the withdrawn newcomer. Upon arriving, quickly be- 
coming friendly with those in your housing unit is wise 
insurance. After several weeks of establishing acquaintanc- 
es and allowing others to become comfortable with me, 
I only then felt comfortable scaling back my social time 
and settling into a more isolated routine of reading and 

letter writing. Throughout 
my incarceration, I always 
spent about 15 minutes of 
each day sitting by the TV 
and talking with other pris- 
oners to avoid drifting to- 
ward outcast status. This is 
a smart investment. But at 
the end of the day, you may 
find, as I did, that your only 
true friend is your radio. 

The experience of the ani- 
mal liberation prisoner will 
likely be significantly differ- 
ent from that of the average 
prisoner. Social standing in 
prison is based on a vague 
form of social capital called 
I "respect." One thing that 
| brings this respect is mail. 

An animal liberation pris- 
| oner can expect to receive 
| an above-average volume of 
| mail. Without any frame of 
I reference, prisoners assume 
I that those who receive lots 

O- 

I of mail are "something big" 
| on the outside, and they 
| extend a certain amount of 
| respect accordingly. Addi- 
| tionally, being in prison for 
something unusual appears 
"exotic" and gives one an 
immediate reputation. Be- 
ing viewed as someone who 
is into things that are unfa- 
miliar to most prisoners may lessen the pressure for confor- 
mity — a pressure that can otherwise be stifling. Overall, the 
animal liberation prisoner often enjoys a unique situation 
that can be exploited to his or her benefit in the convoluted 
world of prison. 

Conclusion 

Pulling the curtain away from the specter of federal 
prison, we find its fiercest threats to be its most hollow. 
While the hardships of prison should not be downplayed, 
its realities should not be exaggerated. And with prison 
demystified, we find one less thing standing between us 
and animal liberation. 

Peter Young was recently released from federal prison after 
serving two years for releasing and conspiracy to release mink 
from several fur farms in the Midwest. He lives in Los Angeles. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. 

Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although many prisoners 
are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted subscriptions 
for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. On May 17, the Fed- 
eral Court of Appeals is scheduled to 
hear oral arguments to decide whether 
Abu-Jamal will get a new trial, life in 
prison without parole or a new ex- 
ecution date. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981 . Fore more in- 
formation, visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Dave Blenkinsop was released in 
March, after serving 10 years for at- 
tacking the managing director of 
Huntington Life Sciences (HLS), lib- 
erating 600 guinea pigs and planting 
incendiary devices under slaughter- 
house vehicles. 

•Wayne Bunch, VB7189, HMP Bir- 
mingham, Winson Green Rd, Birming- 
ham, B18 4AS, UK. Sentenced in April 
to 12 months for sending threatening 
letters to a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. In 
March, the Swiss Supreme Court re- 
duced Camenisch's 27-year sentence 
(for using explosives to target nuclear 
facility power lines and for the alleged 
murder of a Swiss border guard) to 18 
years. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently, as 
well as some English. 

•Rodney Coronado was released 
on March 23, having served eight 
months for his role in an EF! sabotage 
of a mountain lion hunt. He is await- 
ing trial for allegedly telling people 
how to construct an incendiary de- 
vice during a speech at an animal 
rights gathering. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportrod.org. 

•Joshua Demmitt has been released 
after serving 2.5 years for an Animal 


Liberation Front (ALF) arson of an 
animal-testing facility. 

•Garfield Gabbard was released on 
March 7, having served 21 months for 
threatening to kick a security guard 
during an anti-vivisection protest. 

•Joseph Harris, TN5728, HMP Bull- 
ingdon, Patrick Haugh Rd, Arncott, 
Nr Bicester, Oxon, 0X25 1WD, UK. 
Serving two years for damaging the 
property of people associated with 
HLS. Harris has been moved to the 
above address. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. On February 14, the Court of 
Appeals reversed Luers' sentence of 22 
years and eight months for arson at 
an SUV dealership and for attempted 
arson of an oil truck. He is awaiting 
resentencing. For more information, 
visit www.freefreenow.org. 

•Teresa Portwine, TM7153, and 
Suzanne Taylor, TM7154, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, 
ME1 3LU, UK. Sentenced in March 
to 15 months and 2.5 years, respec- 
tively, for their roles in a number of 
demonstrations outside the offices of 
companies linked to HLS. 

• Mark Taylor, TT6636, HMP Bel- 
marsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 OUB, UK. Sentenced in 
March to four years for his role in a 
number of demonstrations outside the 
offices of companies linked to HLS. 

•John Wade was released in Janu- 
ary, having served three years for a 
series of Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
actions against McDonald's, Burger 
King, urban sprawl, the construction 
industry and an SUV dealership. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Van- 
couver Island Regional Correction 


Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, 
BC, V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing ex- 
tradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in the arsons of 
logging trucks and vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. For more 
information, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Nathan Block, #1663667, and 
Joyanna Zacher, #1662550, Lane 
County Jail, 101 W 5th Ave, Eugene, 
OR 97401, USA. Scheduled to be sen- 
tenced on June 1, for involvement in 
a series of ALF/ELF actions. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano Hernan- 
dez and Oscar Santa Maria Caro, 
CERESO, Miahuatlan de Porfirio Diaz, 
Oaxaca en Hall B, Cell 5, Mexico. 
Awaiting trial on unknown charges 
stemming from the popular resistance 
in Oaxaca. Santa Maria is a known 
member of Resistance Against Animal 
Torture. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 
I St, Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. 
Awaiting trial for alleged conspiracy 
to destroy the US Forestry Service's 
Institute of Forest Genetics, a dam, 
cell-phone towers and power plants. 
For more information, visit www. 
supporteric.org. 

•Daniel McGowan and Jonathan 
Paul are free on bail, awaiting sen- 
tencing on June 4 and 5, respective- 
ly, for a series of ALF/ELF actions. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportdaniel.org. 

•Briana Waters, who is free on bail, 
is awaiting trial on September 1 7, for 
her alleged involvement in an ELF ar- 
son. For more information, visit www. 
supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
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HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 
12 years for conspiracy to blackmail a 
supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Madeline Buckler, PR7492, HMP 
Morton Hall, Swinderby, Lincoln, LN6 
9PT, UK. Serving two years for send- 
ing hate mail to a supplier of guinea 
pigs for vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Vic- 
torville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, 
CA 92301, USA. Serving four years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntington Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC). For more information, 
visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP 
Whitemoor, Long Rd, March, Cambs, 
PR15 OPR, UK. Serving an "indefinite 
sentence" of at least six years — with 
no fixed release date or upper limit — 
for arson against targets linked with 
the vivisection industry. 

•Darius Fullmer, #26397-050, FCI 
Fort Dix, POB 2000, Fort Dix, NJ 
08640, USA. Serving one year for a 
conspiracy charge stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.shac7.com. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.3 years for conspira- 
cy charges stemming from her work 
with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, 
ME1 3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for 
conspiracy to damage vehicles owned 
by people linked to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffordshire, 
ST21 6LQ, UK. Serving four years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 
FCI Butner Medium II, POB 1500, 
Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with SHAC. 


For more information, visit www. 
andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Iru- 
nez, Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serv- 
ing nearly five years for sabotaging 
machinery at the Itoiz dam construc- 
tion site. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 
27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. 
Serving nearly nine years for violat- 
ing her parole by dumping a cup of 
red paint over the security appara- 
tus of a federal court and making 
warnings ("threats") of weapons of 
mass destruction. In 2004, Woodson 
completed 20 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed 
for a variety of direct actions. Except for 
Gioia, all the defendants listed below are 
awaiting trial for allegedly using explo- 
sives to damage an electricity pylon. Four 
other II Silvestre members — Federico Bon- 
amici, Giuseppe Bonamici, Silvia Guerini 
and Alessio Perondi — are currently under 
house arrest. 

•Benedetta Galante, Casa Circond- 
ariale, Contrada Capo di Monte, 
82100 Benevento (BN), Italy. Serving 
3.5 years for promoting and partici- 
pating in direct action. 

•Francesco Gioia, Via Maiano 10, 
06049 Spoleto, Italy. Serving more 
than five years for promoting and 
participating in direct action. Gioia is 
also awaiting trial for escaping from 
house arrest. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving 7.5 years 
for promoting and participating in 
direct action, and organizing an anti- 
genetic-engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck® Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North 
America. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault on federal agents, escape 
and bank robbery. Chubbuck tun- 
neled money that he stole from banks 


to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, is serving life 
in prison after being framed for the 
deaths of two FBI agents killed during 
the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more in- 
formation, visit www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
years to 100 years each. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja- 
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403- 
1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, 
PA 19426-0246, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, 
PA 18612-0286, USA. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
FCI Yazoo City Medium, POB 5888, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194-5888, USA. 
Serving five years for conspiracy to 
destroy federal property during a May 
2003 celebration of the end of the US 
military occupation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, 
Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before 
receiving a life sentence in the early 
1990s for shooting a stalker in self-de- 
fense, Thompson was active in animal 
rights and environmental campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
340084, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA; 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www.eco- 
prisoners.org. 
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Wild Ear+h 2007 Rendezvous 

June 1-7 • British Calumbia, Canada 

The Wild Earth Rendezvous returns to help with train- 
ing and networking for activists and community members 
involved in rainforest protection. The gathering is a safe 
space for people of all ages, classes, races and genders to 
work together and plan for action. 

The Wild Earth Rendezvous is modeled on the Ruckus 
Society and Rainforest Action Network activist training 
camps but with a more eco-anarchist philosophy. The an- 
nual gathering is dedicated to individual and group em- 
powerment through volunteer recruitment, skill-sharing, 
action planning and strategic alliances. 

This year's rendezvous will focus on imminent threats 
to old-growth rainforests in British Columbia and on pre- 
paring participants for action. 

Keynote speakers will include Mike Roselle, a co-found- 
er of Earth First! and the Ruckus Society; Chief Qwatsinas, 
hereditary chief of the Nuxalk First Nation; and Joe Foy, 
national campaign director of the Western Canada Wil- 
derness Committee. 

The cost of the gathering is by donation; volunteers 
get in free. To register or for more information, contact 
earth_hrst@resist.ca; wildearth2007.blogspot.com. 

International Day of Direct Action 

Against Climate Change and the S3 

June 3 

The international Rising Tide network is announcing a 
day of action to coincide with the Group of Eight (G8) 
Summit in Germany. This is a call for autonomous, de- 
centralized actions appropriate for your area. Activists are 
urged to support local struggles against oil refineries, gas 
pipelines, strip mines and coal-hred power plants. 

Rising Tide is preparing a collection of outreach materials 
people can use to organize locally. They can be downloaded 
from www.risingtide.org.uk and risingtidenorthamerica.org. 

For more information or to share planned actions in 
your community, contact info@risingtide.org.uk or con 
tact@risingtidenorthamerica.org. 



Day of Solidarity with Jeffrey “Free” Luers 

June 3 

June marks the seventh year that Free has been held cap- 
tive by the state. Sentenced to an outrageous 22 years and 
eight months for burning three SUVs, Free has continued 
to be active in prison and right back with his words and 
inspiration. Although he recently won his appeal and is 
expecting a reduced sentence, the case is not over. ; - 

People are encouraged to organize events for Free and 
other political prisoners, uniting the struggles for human, 
Earth and animal liberation. 

For more information, contact Friends of Jeff Luers, 
POB 3, Eugene, OR 97440; freefreenow@mutualaid.org; 
www.freefreenow.org. 

Gathering of International 

Dissent Against Heavy Industry 

Begins July & • Iceland 

The campaign to defend Europe's largest remaining 
wilderness continues with the creation of a new action 
camp on July 6. The Saving Iceland campaign is mov- 
ing to bring industrialization in Iceland to a halt. New 
plans for dams, power plants, smelters and other heavy 
industry need to be stopped. Targets include Alcoa, Alcan, 
Century Aluminum, Hydro, Rusal, Bechtel, Barclays and 
Mott McDonald. 

Iceland, with its vast geothermal and megahydro possi- 
bilities, is a new frontier for energy-craving industrial mo- 
guls in these times of energy scarcity and insecurity (see 
EF!J May-June 2006). Stopping industrialization and the 
ecological destruction of the last unspoiled country in the 
West would be a major strategic victory for the green and 
anarchist movements, and a new incentive for a global 
movement against industrialization and ecocide. 

For more information, visit www.savingiceland.org. 

Camp for Climate Action 2D07 


2007 EarthSpirit Rising Conference 

June 3-10 • Louisville, Kentucky 

Explorations of this year's theme, "Return to Earth Wis- 
dom," will offer hope, education, inspiration and tools for 
transformation. 

There will be speakers, including authors Connie Bar- 
low, Michael Dowd, Starhawk, Margaret Wheatley, Paul 
Rogat Loeb, Jerry Mander and Kirkpatrick Sale, as well as 
musical artist Jane Siberry. 

For a full brochure, conference details and registration 
information, contact Mark Steiner at (502) 897-2721; 
cultivatingconnections@insightbb.com; www.earthspirit.org. 


August 14-21 • United Kingdom 

The Camp for Climate Action 2007 will take place near a 
target relating to the aviation, coal or oil industries. There 
will be self-managed camping, eating and living neighbor- 
hoods based around themes and geographical areas. Many 
workshops are being planned as well. The energy descent 
is going to take a hell of a lot of energy dissent! 

For more information, visit www.climatecamp.org.uk. 

There will also be a Camp for Climate Action held in 
southern Appalachia, timed to coincide with the UK camp. 
For more information, contact risingtide@mountainrebel. 
net. More details on this will be provided in the next issue 
of the EF!J. 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 

Find tke KF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 


ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail .com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actiipsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 


smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@coloradd.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 
maineef@yahoo.com 
People's Free Space 
POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 


info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net < * 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 63118 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 
(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUS TRA L IA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
C ANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 
blogspot.com 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

E N G LAND 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

G ERMAN Y 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 


POB 461 1, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

NET H ER L A NDS 

ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
3 1 -20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

N IG E R IA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 
City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSS IA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOI 1TH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail .com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 


Some of the benefits of being 
listed in the EF! directory include: 
exposure for local and regional 
campaigns; free advertising space 
in the Journal ; merchandise 
discounts; and bulk copies of the 
Journal for the price of postage. 
For more information, contact the 
EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@ 
earthfirstjournal.org. 


Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup . net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 


VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 

WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State College 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 


Challenging Oppression Within 

earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 
Rising Tide North America 
POB 16851, Asheville, NC 28816 
contact@rislngtidenorthamerica.org 


Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 

info@rootforce.org 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 



TWL WALKJ.NG fLRN 

The rare walking fern (Asplenium 
rhizophyllunr, also Camptosorus 
rhizophyllus) is in the common 
spleenwort family but is quite unlike 
any other fern. The Latin name, 
rhizo + phyllum , means “root” + 
“leaves,” a reference to how this 
fern “walks.” When its frond tips 
touch moist ground, the fern takes 
root at that spot, and new fronds 
grow there. These fascinating ferns 
live in moist, shady environments 
and grow in low clumps on moss 
and limestone rock. 

Once widespread east of the 
Mississippi River, the walking 
fern is now listed as endangered in 
Rhode Island and New Hampshire, 
threatened in Michigan, exploitably 
vulnerable in New York and possibly 
extirpated in Maine. The walking 
fern pictured (left) lives in a sliver 
of temperate oasis among strip-mine 
sites in Katuah. 
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by Mary Sojourner 

I've never experienced a victory celebration like the one 
I attended on February 12, at Buffalo Park in Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona. Each person I met told me, "Congratulations." I said 
the single word back. We did not say, "We won!" All around 
me, Dine and Hopi, Anglos and Apaches, artists and law- 
yers, grandmothers and fierce Dine kids in black were greet- 
ing each other with the same word: "Congratulations." 

That morning, we had learned that the 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals had, in the words of activist Roxane George, 
"ruled for the tribes, the Sierra Club, the Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity and, of course, the San Francisco Peaks 
today. In its opinion, the court stated: 'We reverse the de- 
cision of the district court, in part. We hold that the US 
Forest Service's (USFS) approval of the Snowbowl's use of 
recycled sewage effluent to make artificial snow on the San 
Francisco Peaks violates the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act (RFRA), and that in one respect, the Final Environmen- 
tal Impact Statement (FEIS) prepared in this case does not 
comply with the National Environmental Policy Act. 

"'If appellants do not have a valid RFRA claim in this 
case, we are unable to see how any Native American plain- 
tiff can ever have a successful RFRA claim based on beliefs 
and practices tied to land that they hold sacred. 

"'We conclude that the FEIS does not contain a reason- 
ably thorough discussion of the risks posed by possible 
human ingestion of artificial snow made from treated sew- 
age effluent and does not articulate why such discussion 
is unnecessary.'" 

" Congratulations. " 

The Dine know the sacred peaks as Doko'o-sliid. The 
Hopi know them as Nuvatukya'ovi. The Havasupai regard 
the peaks as one of their most sacred places. 

The sacred mountains will not be defiled with fake snow 
made from impure wastewater by a ski corporation that 
many of the locals call Snowfoul, instead of Snowbowl. 
The creation of snow will remain the job of That which 
created snow long before our species dragged itself up on 
ancient shorelines. 

The battle for the preservation of the San Francisco 
Peaks has gone on for decades (see EF!J May-June 2006). 
Native American and other peoples have fought with wit- 
ness, song, direct action, education and legal means since 


1979, when the USFS approved Northland Recreation's 
master plan to develop the area. The expansions and 
takeovers continued like the slow and steady progress of 
a flesh-eating disease. 

In 1984, Congress designated a section of the San Fran- 
cisco Peaks as the Kachina Peaks Wilderness; in 2000, the 
mountains were designated as a Traditional Cultural Prop- 
erty. And for decades, 13 tribes told the USFS and Snow- 
bowl that the mountains were critical in the practice of 
their spirituality and essential for their people's health. 

Now, congratulations continue to ring out. The tribes' 
legal representative, Howard Shanker, believes that this is 
the first time the RFRA has been successful in blocking 
a government action. During a celebration in Flagstaff's 
Heritage Square, Robert Tohe (Dine) of the Sierra Club, 
said it was more than possible that this decision will set a 
precedent for future sacred land battles. 

And the battle is not over. One of the Snowfoul owners, 
Eric Borowski, has declared that he may drill a 3,000-foot- 
deep well into the Redwall aquifer below the mountains. 
He whines, "The taxpayers of our country [have been] 
held for ransom by a small group of activists who believe 
they personally own our nation's public lands." Flagstaff's 
Chamber of Commerce and the local ski team have cre- 
ated a group to "reclaim the Peaks." And of course, the 
owners of Snowfoul — a ski resort on a sacred mountain in 
the middle of high desert, a ski resort that has taken huge 
losses in a time of drought and little snow — can appeal the 
9th Circuit Court's decision to a higher court. 

When people believe money is god, they will fight 
themselves into degradation; when people know the land 
is sacred, they will fight for the holy web that contains 
us all — not just for weeks or months or years, but for the 
whole of their lives. 

Save the Peaks spokeswoman Jeneda Benally speaks of 
that commitment: "This is just one victory in a long battle. 
We understand that there is still a long way to go until we 
have complete protection of the sacred San Francisco Peaks 
and the healing of these communities. There are so many 
sacred sites that still urgently need protection from busi- 
ness interests. We celebrate today as a victory, but we will 
continue to pray for the healing of this community, and 
we will continue in our struggle to protect sacred sites." 

For more information, visit www.savethepeaks.org. 
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This issue marks the end of an era. 
Beginning with the next issue, the 
Journal will return to the tabloid for- 
mat that we all knew and loved for 21 
years. It's been fun making the mag- 
azine, but the costs are just too high 
(see EF!J May-June 2007). We look for- 
ward to experimenting with the new 
format and finding new ways to make 
the Journal better than ever. Thanks for 
your support! 

— EF! Journal Editorial Collective 


our 

hirscory and us 

As I travel around the world and this fair country of ours, I keep encounter- 
ing awesome projects. I can't help asking myself, though: Where are the people 
who came before us? I wonder why, as a movement, we fail to take into account 
our hirstory. There is very little in the radical movement that has been around 
for a long time. We are constantly creating new things: new zines, new com- 
munities and new groups. At 27 years, the Journal is ancient in radical news. 
Recently, I was talking to a friend who once ran a much-appreciated magazine. 
He was lamenting the movement and its lack of support for his publication. 
The magazine had been around for eight years and included lots of important 
stories, while at the same time giving support to other publications. However, 
it was forced to fold. There is always room for new things — when we do not 
sustain old things. If we look at the list of projects that have folded in the past 
year, we will be astounded at how much hard and good work has ended. 

When I was in the UK, I was impressed by Freedom Press, which is the 
world's oldest anarchist publisher. There is nothing remaining in the US that 
resembles it. We don't, as a whole, look back to anarchists or radicals of the 
past. Which of us has looked into what the mutualists, or any other anarchist 
movement, have done and what we can gain from them? 

Often, I think we fail as a community to see our hirstory and embrace it. We 
reinvent the wheel. We classify ourselves as different from those who came be- 
fore, and we think we know better. We say we are the most inclusive, the most 
understanding, the most respectful and so on, which fails to acknowledge the 
importance of previous individuals and groups. 

Classification can cause many problems. A friend was sitting in a class with 
a group of students, listening to a trans person talk about hir experience. Af- 
terwards, everyone was trying to classify hir by hir gender, sexuality and body. 
The person ze was didn't matter; only what ze had been. People wanted to 
understand the situation through classification, but something was lost as a 
result: hir individuality. 

There is something very basic within us that desires classification. When we 
encounter new things, we want to have some category to place it in so that we 
might better understand it. I really believe that this is something to be fought. 
If we say, as a movement, that we value diversity, then we should not try to 
categorize and define that diversity. 

Certainly, the Earth First! RRRs may look different today than they did 15 
years ago, but the people from then aren't totally gone. One of the things 
that I see when people send notes to the Journal is that there is a wide demo- 
graphic that supports us. There are older folks who have been involved with 
EF! since the beginning and those who just really believe in the cause. From 
coast to coast and everywhere in the middle, there are people who support 
the cause, and they don't all look the same. Earth First! has a long hirstory, 
full of diverse people who have been defending the Earth without compro- 
mise for nearly 28 years. 

— Star 

For Shawn Wilbur and those others who know who they are. 
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Adventures with 
King Coals Lackeys 
in the Tennessee 

Legal System 


BY COURT JESTER 

Mountain Justice Summer (MJS) 
was already rocking hard in June 
2005, when folks learned that Na- 
tional Coal Corporation (NCC) was 
having a public shareholders and 
board meeting at a hotel in Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. NCC was also busy 
ripping up Zeb Mountain in Camp- 
bell County, and it was gearing up 
to strip-mine other sites in Tennes- 
see and Kentucky. With a bunch of 
Earth Firstlers lurking around, you 
can guess what happened next. The 
mountain-huggers went to the NCC 
shareholders meeting to educate the 
shareholders about the destructive 
nature of strip mining and to de- 
mand an end to this practice. 

Things got exciting when folks let 
their passion for the mountains re- 
ally show. More than 30 activists as- 
sembled in the parking lot across the 
street from the shareholders meeting. 
Many were in colorful critter cos- 
tumes and wielding dangerous instru- 
ments of political action, including 
drums, trumpets, whistles and a bull- 
horn. They crowded into the hallway 
outside the meeting room and began 
to make some noise in defense of the 
beautiful and diverse Appalachian 
mountains, forests, rivers, critters and 
folks. A few people had missed the 
memo about this being a nonviolent 
protest and tried to shove their way 
into the boardroom. 

The goon at the door, who turned 
out to be Knox County Sheriff's Dep- 
uty Tom Walker — assigned to the 
ever-important Homeland Security 
division — proceeded to manhandle 
and choke a few protesters, and then 
complained that he had been assault- 
ed. A couple of media-activist types 
recorded the protest on video. Three 


protesters were arrested while stand- 
ing outside the hotel giving out leaf- 
lets and holding signs. 

It was obvious to all involved that 
at least one arrest was very targeted: 
Prominent Katuah EFler john john- 
son, who was there with his bullhorn, 
was nabbed after being fingered by 
Walker. Another person was vindic- 
tively arrested after asking Walker — 
who was wearing one of those "What 
Would Jesus Do?" bracelets while 
choking demonstrators — how Jesus 
would deal with the protesters. The 
third arrest appeared to be random or 
a case of mistaken identity. 

The three mountain-huggers were 
initially charged with four felonies 
and a misdemeanor, although this 
would later be changed to five mis- 
demeanors and a felony (burglary). 
They were labeled dangerous "eco ter- 
rorists" and locked in the maximum 
security division of the Knox County 
jail. The anti-mountaintop removal 
movement and its supporters were 
very generous in donating enough 
money to get the three out on bail, 
and the "NCC 3" (come on, all good 
political cases need a cool number 
moniker!) are very grateful to all who 
helped free them from the clutches of 
the Man. 

At the preliminary hearing in July 
2005, Walker lied enough to make 
President Bush look honest. He ar- 
rived with his three-ring binder load- 
ed with Internet posts about Earth 
First! and MJS. He tried to claim 
that Katuah Earth Firstiers were a 
bunch of known "ecoterrorists" who 
were under investigation by the lo- 
cal Joint Terrorism Task Force. This 
alleged investigation concerned a 
bomb that had supposedly been 
planted in the suburban mailbox of 
continued on next page 



Video stills: protesters enter the Holiday Inn (top); 
protesters at the meeting room door ( second from 
top); Deputy Tom Walker choking a protester 

(bottom two) 
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video by mOuntainrebel 



Video stills: National Coal Company CEO John 
Nix shoving protesters (top two); john johnson 


getting arrested (bottom two) 


The jurors understood that the cop 
had lied, that the state had overstated 
its case and that the protest hadn't 
gone exactly as planned. 


continued from previous page 
NCC's then-CEO John Nix. It's fun- 
ny that the incident was never in the 
media and that known activists were 
never questioned about this sup- 
posed event. 

One of the defendants’ attorneys 
accused the Knox County Sheriff's 
Office of acting as paid thugs for their 
"corporate overlords" at NCC; the 
judge responded by telling everyone 
to stick to the facts and refusing to 
dismiss the case. 

By the time the trial rolled around 
this April, the defendants had seen 
some of the "evidence" against them — 
a combination of arrest reports, inci- 
dent reports, FBI articles and Internet 
reports about Katuah Earth First!, 
MJS and other organizations. Then it 
turned out that some of the defense 
attorneys were not ready for the trial, 
so johnson's case was separated, and 
he and his ass-whipper of an attorney 
were left to go it alone. 

The trial was anything but rou- 
tine. First, johnson's attorney, Mike 
Whalen, successfully moved to pro- 
hibit any mention of "ecoterrorism" 
and the alleged bomb incident. 
Whalen was also granted a motion 
that limited the state's ability to 
force johnson to give names on the 
witness stand. 

The assistant district attorney let 
his two fresh-faced law-school interns 
handle the prosecution, and they im- 
mediately set the tone for the trial by 
trying to paint johnson as a danger- 
ous leader of a group of impression- 
able young college students. The state 
argued that johnson was responsible 
for other people's actions at the pro- 
test, an argument that the judge in- 
structed the jury to ignore. Activists' 
videos clearly showed that johnson 
did not hit Walker or enter the board- 
room, as the deputy had claimed in 
his complaint of assault and burglary. 
The state tried to prove its case by 


showing the videos frame by frame, 
but it only looked like johnson's bull- 
horn was in front of Walker's head 
as the deputy grappled with another 
protester. Whalen succeeded in get- 
ting the deputy to testify that he 
did not identify himself as a’ law en- 
forcement officer. He also got NCC's 
attorney to testify that he never saw 
johnson enter the boardroom or 
strike the deputy. 

After having to watch the dang 
videos yet again, the jury was finally 
allowed to deliberate. It was out for 
about three hours. When the jury 
came back and the judge got ready to 
read the verdict, the foreman — a big, 
burly fellow with suspenders — winked 
at johnson. The judge read not guilty 
verdicts to the charges of assault, of- 
fensive touching, burglary and aggra- 
vated criminal trespass. Johnson was 
found guilty of disorderly conduct 
and interfering with a meeting, two 
minor misdemeanors. Later, three of 
the jurors came out into the hallway 
to shake johnson's hand and wish him 
good luck. The jurors understood that 
the cop had lied, that the state had 
overstated its case and that the pro- 
test hadn't gone exactly as planned. 

johnson returned to court for sen- 
tencing on May 18, only to learn that 
the judge was going to delay the sen- 
tencing until July 12. The prosecu- 
tor had whined that he did not have 
enough time to review johnson's 
"presentencing investigation" and 
had tried to claim that johnson had 
been convicted of violent felonies in 
New York City during the 2004 Re- 
publican National Convention. The 
judge laughed in his face but granted 
the delay in sentencing anyway. 

Stay tuned for updates. Legal 
fees, fines and court costs are likely 
to be high. Please send money to 
help. For more information, feel 
free to contact john johnson at 
johnjef@bledsoe.net. 
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Dear Earth First!, 

Before I start this letter, 
let me introduce myself. My 
name is Danny Camacho, 
and I am a maximum secu- 
rity California state prisoner. 

I recently read an article in 
your magazine called, "Fed- 
eral Prison 101" (see EF!J 
May-June 2007). As I read 
the article, I felt very sad be- 
cause Peter Young's article 
does not accurately portray 
prisons. I understand this 
was his experience, and I 
commend him for acting on 
his convictions that put him 
in prison. However, I have 
spent a total of 15 years on 
the wrong side of a cell door, 
and I have been involved 
in prison stabbings, riots 
and getting beat by prison 
guards. The image he por- 
trays is not the true reality of 
prisons. Only the low-level 
prisoners have any experi- 
ence even close to his. I am 
a vegetarian and — I can only 
speak for California state 
prisons — it would be almost 
impossible to be on a vegan 
diet. We have no salad bar or 
anything like tofu. 

It is my opinion that Young 
was irresponsible in the way 
he wrote his article. What if 
a young man reads his article 
and takes for granted that 
there are not a lot of violent 
prisons. If he acts on his con- 
victions thinking all prisons 
are soft, he could wind up in 
a state prison getting stabbed 
to death on a prison yard. I 
have seen many people who 
do not belong in prison who 
are eaten alive by the many 
wolves and killers housed in 
some of these prisons. I hope 
that no one is influenced to 
act on the basis that prisons 
are like Summer camp. 

I know you wrote a dis- 
claimer, but please put a 


small article or put this letter 
in your next issue so people 
know that there are very real 
dangers to prison. 

Thank you very much, 

— Danny Camacho 

Dear SFB, 

While reading about the 
Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous and wishing I 
could attend, I noticed the 
planned workshops included 
"tree climbing and block- 
ades, mental health, Con- 
fronting Oppression Within, 
hide tanning...." Whoa! Are 
we describing the further 
degradation of a murdered 
someone's skin? I thought 
we — you, me, the animals, 
the ELF and the ALF — were 
all in this together. Correct 
me if I'm wrong. 

— Paula 

P.S. If you are planning 
a workshop in what my 
mother meant when she 
would say, "I'm gonna tan 
your hide," well that's entire- 
ly your business. 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings from (a humble 
peon representing) the Cri- 
methlnc. ex-Workers' Col- 
lective. Thanks so much for 
running a review of Filastine's 
CD Bum It (see EF!/ May-June 
2007). We share your high 
opinion of the music. 

We have just one concern. 
You list the CD as having been 
released by Soot Records, 
which an earlier edition of 
it was, but the particular ver- 
sion of it you review — the 
one that is a Green Scare 
benefit (for which $5 from 
each sale goes directly to de- 
fendants) and that includes 
a 12-page booklet of infor- 
mation about government 
repression — was released by 
Crimethlnc., not Soot. 


To our knowledge, the 
Soot version does not in- 
clude the booklet (which we 
designed) nor is it a Green 
Scare benefit. It's somewhat 
unusual that the EF! review- 
er described the CD as pos- 
sessing all these attributes, 
yet listed it as released by 
the label that had produced 
the other version. Howev- 
er, the Green Scare benefit 
version is available through 
www.crimethinc.com. 

While I have this opportu- 
nity, I'd like to plug another 
Green Scare benefit from 
another Crimethlnc. cell, a 
children's book entitled The 
Secret World ofTerijian detail- 
ing the adventures of two 
youngsters discovering the 
joy of ecodefense. It's avail- 
able for $6 from Crimethlnc. 
Northstar, POB 40338, St. 
Paul, MN 55104. 

Thanks for all the impor- 
tant work you do. 

— CrimethInc. 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Donny's characterization 
of EF!'s "fourth wave" in the 
"Thoughts on a Changing 
Earth First!" editorial bothers 
me for a couple of reasons 
(see EF!J May-June 2007). 

Let me say, right off the 
bat, that I don't agree with 
his analysis. We're certainly 
in a period of transition, with 
lots of folks dropping the EF! 
name and seeking new ap- 
proaches, but I think it's too 
early to tell what will come 
from this. Nevertheless, I 
find the implications of his 
argument disturbing. 

Donny defines the fourth 
wave of EF! as characterized 
by challenging oppression 
within the movement. Now, 
Earth First! is defined rather 
broadly (which is why the 
occurrence of three or more 


distinct "waves" has been pos- 
sible). But at the end of the 
day, there is a definition: EF! 
is a biocentric direct-action 
movement; no more, no less. 
This structure has its strengths 
and its weaknesses. 

Previous waves of EF! have 
argued over what it means 
to put the Earth first. For 
example, a more anarchist- 
influenced wave would in- 
sist that the Earth cannot 
be saved without eliminat- 
ing the state, while a prior 
wave might disagree. But 
what Donny seems to be 
suggesting is something else 
entirely: that "making EF! 
circles safe spaces for those 
involved" should be our 
new focus. 

To me, this smacks of a 
New-Agey abandonment of 
external struggle in favor of 
internal enlightenment. "We 
give up," it seems to say. "We 
can't save the planet. But let's 
go deal with our own shit, 
and then maybe the Earth 
will get saved as a result." 

To get from the world that 
we've got to the world that 
we want, we're going to have 
to work on struggles both ex- 
ternal and internal. There's 
no doubt about that. But 
we need to do both. And it's 
dangerous to confuse them 
or to assume that they're the 
same thing. 

Sitting around and talk- 
ing about our shit, writing 
anti-oppression policies and 
"calling out" sexual offend- 
ers are not biocentric direct 
action, nor do they lead to 
it. Yes, we must confront op- 
pression within — but if the 
new wave of EF! is all about 
something that is not bio- 
centric direct action, then 
that’s the same as saying 
that EF! has finally died. 

— Ben Pachano 
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Operation Backfire Defendants Sentenced 


BY DN 

The June 5 sentencing hearing for Jonathan Paul was sup- 
posed to mark the end of the Operation Backfire prosecu- 
tions in the federal District of Oregon. Eighteen months after 
the first series of arrests, the government's most aggressive 
crackdown on ecosabotage finally seemed to be drawing to 
a close (see EF!J September-October 2006). However, due to 
a dispute over Judge Ann Aiken's application of the sentenc- 
ing guidelines, Paul's sentencing has been delayed until July 
3 (Aiken initially handed down a sentence of 51 months). 

The other nine defendants in the District of Oregon 
cases have now been sentenced (see side- 
bar). These hearings have been taxing for the 
friends, families and communities of those 
charged. In sections of the broader envi- 
ronmental movement, the sentencing of 
these defendants has sparked not only 
debate and concern, but also renewed 
commitment, a greater level of pre- 
paredness and an increasingly serious 
attitude toward government repression. 

In September, when Briana Waters goes 
to trial in the Western District of Wash- 
ington for a single federal charge of arson, 
she will have a vigorous legal defense. 

With many defendants now headed to federal 
prison with a "terrorism enhancement" attached 
to their sentences, the government has created a 
dangerous precedent that is certain to be 
used against other activists. Yet the gov- 
ernment would be wrong to declare vic- 
tory against radical environmentalists. 

In the future, politically motivated ar- 
rests and grand jury subpoenas will meet 
with firmer opposition as a result of the 
organizing undertaken during the past 18 
months. Those in and around Earth First! 
have not gone away; instead, many have 
deepened their practice and recommitted 
to the long haul. Perhaps the government 
performed a service — albeit at a great cost to 
individuals — by educating and radicalizing people 
through its repressive actions. In the long run. 
Operation Backfire might be remembered as a gal- 
vanizing experience and not just a simple tragedy. 

The terrorism enhancement hearing on May 15, and the 
sentencing hearings that took place between May 22 and 


June 5, all provided insight into the government's inten- 
tions and strategies when dealing with political dissidents. 
On May 15, prosecutors argued that terrorism enhance- 
ments should be added to the defendants' sentences in 
accordance with the Federal Sentencing Guidelines. Assis- 
tant US Attorney Stephen Peifer contended that ecosabo- 
tage and eco-arson are comparable to past acts of terrorism 
committed by the Ku Klux Klan, white supremacists and 
abortion-clinic bombers. Defense lawyers presented strong 
arguments against this analogy and against the imposition 
of the terrorism enhancement, which could lead to the Bu- 
reau of Prisons (BOP) sending the defendants to 
scarring maximum security facilities. Aiken ac- 
knowledged that she had no control over the 
BOP, which could make wrong decisions 
based on the terrorism enhancements. 

Six days later, Aiken issued a written 
ruling stating that if there was "clear and 
convincing evidence" that a specified 
crime "involved or was intended to pro- 
mote an enumerated offense intended 
to influence, affect or retaliate against 
government conduct," then the terror- 
ism enhancement could apply. According 
to the memorandum, "substantial risk of injury" is 
not a necessary criterion for the enhancement to be 
applied. A majority of those sentenced in the subse- 
quent weeks received the terrorism enhancement, 
often due to the contents of Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) communiques — one statement from 
2001 referred to Jeff "Free" Luers' then- 
upcoming sentencing for arson, and an- 
other from the same year asserted that 
pending anti-environmentalist legisla- 
tion "will not stop us." 

Aiken bemoaned criticisms that she was 
labeling the defendants as "terrorists." Ac- 
cording to her, she had done no such thing. 
Doublethink and hypocrisy were central 
themes throughout the sentencing hear- 
ings, as Aiken laid down the law. At some 
points, she appeared to be out of touch 
with reality. Noncooperating defendant 
and avid reader Nathan Block was scolded for 
not reading. Government informant Stanislas 
Meyerhoff was described as intelligent, honorable and 
worthy of a reduced sentence. In contrast, other defendants' 
refusal to name names seemed to be treated as a punishable 
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offense. While some of the finer points of the sentencing 
hearings may be lost on people who are unfamiliar with 
the intrigue and gossip of Pacific Northwest radicalism, 
the broader picture of judicial vacuity seeped into even 
mainstream coverage of the cases. 

Aiken was the bumper-sticker judge or, in the words 
of EFIer and frequent Counterpunch contributor Michael 
Donnelly, "the soccer mom judge." Her worldview ap- 
peared to be as two-dimensional as the bumper stickers 
she quoted during the hearings (for example, cooperat- 
ing defendant Kevin Tubbs was reproached because he 
sought change with sabotage instead of "random acts of 
kindness"). A staunch believer in what she considers to 
be the "participatory democracy" of the US, Aiken could 
not grasp why many people feel marginalized by such a 
system. No matter how common such frustrating feelings 
are to those who maintain grassroots efforts in the face of 
big bucks, vested interests and expansive public-relations 
operations, Aiken simply could not and would not relate. 
While this is to be expected — one's perspective depends 
on one's position and day-to-day roles — it also gives con- 
text to some of the more bizarre statements that Aiken 
made during sentencing. 


If we are to believe federal prosecutors and the judge, 
"these are not political cases." The defendants' crimes 
are those of hubris, narcissism and nihilism. The refusal 
of defendants to "come to the table" for constructive 
dialogue about the environment or the suffering of 
animals was, at best, the immaturity of "young folks" 
or, at worst, a celebration of violence for its own sake. 
Especially during the sentencing hearings for Block, 
Joyanna Zacher and Daniel McGowan, anarchism was 
portrayed as the fundamental "crime" that lurked be- 
hind all of their other crimes. Anarchism was defined 
not as an ideal (however utopian) but as pure violence, 
destruction and, by extension, terror. Aiken's conflation 
of such terms allowed her to rule in a "nonpolitical" 
manner against a political ethos. 

Aiken's argument, inasmuch as it proved comprehensi- 
ble, was against "extremism," meaning any dissent outside 
of bipartisan politics, nongovernmental organizations or 


charitable activism. In the government's campaign against 
extremism, dissident perspectives are treated as inter- 
changeable— hence comparisons between the defendants 
and the murderous Klan (see page 12). The defendants cer- 
tainly didn't get the same treatment as ordinary firebugs, 
even though apolitical arsonists pose a greater threat to 
human life than the ELF, which scrupulously prepares its 
actions so as not to injure any living being. Instead, the 
defendants were assumed to be worse than someone who 
burns a tenement in an insurance scam, because the fi- 
nancial motive of such a person is readily understandable 
in this profit-driven culture, while the defendants' prin- 
ciples are not. 

"Actions speak louder than words," Aiken was fond of 
stating, as she lectured the defendants who had refused 
to cooperate with the government. She then proceeded 
to punish the defendants' words, including communi- 
ques, other materials that expressed a defiant attitude 
and even McGowan's tame support website. The actual 
arsons for which the defendants were being sentenced 
drifted in and out of focus. Pie-throwing was portrayed 
by federal prosecutors as something almost as ghastly 
as arson. 


Aiken's behavior during the hearings clarified exactly 
what sort of "participatory democracy" she was defending; 
she rarely interrupted the federal prosecutors but constant- 
ly cut off other voices. (One exception was her decision to 
suspend Paul's sentencing until further arguments could be 
heard — because Aiken realized that she could be in legal 
trouble if she did not. Another exception was when Aiken 
compelled Block and Zacher to speak, since she knew that 
they would not apologize and that she could use this "fail- 
ure" to justify their long sentences.) Given some capacity 
for critical self-examination, Aiken might have understood 
that the same sense of a rigged game that prevailed in her 
court is exactly what moves many environmentalists "away 
from the table" of polite discourse with megapolluters. No 
such revelation took place. Instead, the government pro- 
vided a lesson about how real shifts in perception and so- 
cial change may occur. 

continued on next page 



On May 15, activists dropped banners above Interstate 5 , in Seattle, Washington, to show solidarity with the Operation Backfire defendants. 


July-August 2007 Earth First! Page 7 





Perhaps the government performed a service— albeit at a 
great cost to individuals— by educating and radicalizing 
people through its repressive actions. In the long run, 
Operation Backfire might be remembered as a galvanizing 
experience and not just a simple tragedy. 


continued from previous page 

During McGowan's sentencing, Assistant US Attorney 
Peifer discussed treespiking and cited an unusual author- 
ity concerning its hazards: the late Judi Bari. A noted 
EF! organizer, Bari did indeed argue against the use of 
this tactic, although her objections were primarily based 
on the diminishing effectiveness of treespiking and the 
potential for broader alliances with labor. Bari was also 
known as a vocifer- 
ous opponent of gov- 
ernment policy, as Perhaps the government pe 
well as a defender of , , , 

redwood forests, en- g reat cost to individuals-! 

vironmental sustain- people through its repress 
ability and human 

freedom. Moreover, Operation Backfire might b< 

a 2002 Civil ruling re- experience and not just a sir 

garding law enforce- 
ment's violation of 
Bari's civil rights sup- 
ported the hypothesis of FBI participation in the 1990 
car bombing that nearly killed her. For these reasons, Bari 
was an unlikely posthumous witness for the government. 
Yet Bari's newfound respectability and authority tells us 
everything about the relationship between "extremism" 
and what may become the norm. Those who push the 
limits also define what is acceptable. When faced with 
treespiking elves, the government will sing the praises of 
a former enemy (Bari, no doubt, would not be returning 
the government's favor). 

During the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) and the ELF showed very few 
manners as they made their points — it was 
time to act for the Earth and its animals, 
and to demonstrate a "no compromise" at- 
titude while doing so. The ALF and ELF ( 

philosophy — as well as the broader environ- 
mental movement — survives today. Despite 
the harsh sentences received by the Oregon 
defendants, it's not going to disappear any 
time soon. 

The defendants — or at least those who re- 
fused to inform on others — deserve firm sup- 
port, not as idols or heroes but as real people. 

Blind cheerleading seems as unfair and unhelp- 


that rarely comes about merely through a certain judge's 
idea of "democracy." 

Some great people are going to prison at a time when 
we need them the most. Even Aiken admits that what 
happens over the next eight years will be crucial in deter- 
mining the extent of climate change, although she sees 
the law-and-order politics of the elite as more important 
than such peripheral concerns. Aiken's rulings are — 

consciously or not — 
an attempt to further 
ormed a service— albeit at a entrench economic 

, . . . damage as terrorism 

educating and radicalizing in the public mind 

s actions. In the long run, and to trivialize ani- 

mals and ecosystems 
emembered as a galvanizing a t the expense of 

>le tragedy. profit margins. We 

° should write’the de- 

fendants; we should 
support them; we 
should pay attention to what they say even if we don't 
take leadership from them. 

It's possible that the government has lost further credi- 
bility through Operation Backfire, but that does not mean 
that we'll automatically benefit from the result. Wishful 
thinking is no substitute for effort. In the spirit of the late 
Brad Will, let's subvert the bumper-sticker slogan and to- 
gether be the trouble we want to see in the world. 

For more information, visit www.cldc.org; www. 
greenscare.org. 

DN lives in Portland, Oregon. He does his best to transform 
a sad and stupid society. 


Operation Backfire Prisoners 

Cooperating Defendants 

•Chelsea Gerlach: nine years 
•Stanislas Meyerhoff: 13 years 
•Suzanne Savoie: four years, three months 
•Kendall Tankersley: three years, 10 months 
•Darren Thurston: three years, one month 
•Kevin Tubbs: 12 years, seven months 


ful as blanket condemnation. It is important to . 

note — without moralizing or judgment — that Noncooperating Defendants 

even the noncooperating defendants have ex- •Nathan Block, #36359-086, FCI Sheridan, POB 5000, 

pressed some regret over their actions or disil- Sheridan, OR 97378, USA, supportersofnathanandjoyanna@ 

lusionment with the milieu that once inspired gmail.com: seven years, eight months 

them. Regret or disillusionment is no reason »DanieI McGowan, wrvw.supportdaniel.org. seven years 

to give up hope or to cut people off (being ‘Jonathan Paul, friendsofjonathanpaul@yahoo.com: sen- 

an informant is another matter). Rather, it is tencing delayed until July 3 (initial sentence of four years, 

a reason to assess what has happened so that three months in dispute) 

we can fight harder and better in the future. ‘Joyanna Zacher, supportersofnathanandjoyanna@gmail. 

Strategies and tactics, such as covert action or com: seven years, eight months 

arson, may be reevaluated, and we may see a *Briana Waters, www.supportbriana.org. trial is scheduled 

move to either more "populist" or more "ex- to de gi n ‘ n Washington, on September 17 

treme" positions (although we'll probably see Editors ’ note: Some °f Ule defendants' new pnson addresses are 

both). But the most important thing is that not available as of press time. For updated information, visit www. 

we're still out there, creating the sort of change ecoprisoners.org or contact the defendants personal support groups. 
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blast from the past 


Litha 2002 Earth First! Journal 


EVOLUTION OF THE OFFENSIVE 

Using Everything We’ve Got! 


by Leslie James Pickering 

More than any other event in my life, the actions of 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) have been the most eye- 
opening, inspirational and empowering. The actions of 
the ELF have restored a hope in me that had otherwise 
been beaten into submission by the oppressive cycle of 
daily life within contemporary American civilization.... 

From the onset, the direct actions of the ELF were caus- 
ing millions in damage to corporations and government 
agencies that were profiting from destroying the Earth. 
The actions and existence of the ELF created an enormous 
wave of attention across the US as authorities fruitlessly 
scrambled for evidence against it, often barely beginning 
one investigation before the ELF would strike again. 

I have been privileged to be in the position of spokes- 
person for the North American Earth Liberation Front 
Press Office (NAELFPO) since the Spring of 2000. The press 
office has been referred to by the 
media as a "clearinghouse" for the 
anonymous communiques of the 
ELF. For me personally, it has been 
an opportunity to publicly speak 
my belief in direct action and to 
help the movement gain the pub- 
lic's attention and support.... 

As I see it, the ELF is a loose 
network of clandestine guerrilla 
groups that are part of a larger 
movement struggling for global 
revolutionary change. The tactics 
that they engage in, which many 
consider nonviolent sabotage, 
are a direct result of their analysis of the oppression they 
struggle against and the level of activity they perceive to be 
effective within the particular context of their actions.... 

Any dictionary will tell you that violence is, more or 
less, any act that aggressively harms or threatens harm to 
anyone or anything. Therefore, if actions are truly non- 
violent, they will fail to even threaten harm to anything, 
which I certainly do not consider to be the case with the 
ELF. The entire intention of the ELF is to bring about lib- 
eration through engaging in effective acts of sabotage 
against oppressive institutions. To not even threaten harm 
to these institutions would therefore be failure.... 

Why is it that when it comes to clearly violent struggle 
outside the borders of the US, such as that waged by the 


Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mexico, the majority of liberals are 
quick to lend their ideological support, while those same 
liberals adamantly condemn the actions of the ELF and 
ALF here within the borders of such a powerful and op- 
pressive government? Revolutionary change has never 
been achieved through reformist activity and is certainly 
not going to be handed to us on a silver platter by the US 
government.... 

I recognize that all forms of institutional oppression 
flow from the same source: the institution. Therefore, I am 
not an environmentalist, I am not an activist, I'm not a 
reformist or any form of liberal. I am a revolutionary. I ad- 
vocate the return of all power to the hands of the people 
by any means necessary on a global scale. I see anything 
short of this as failure and therefore disastrous.... 

Nonviolence, economic sabotage and armed propa- 
ganda are tactics, not strategies, not gospel and certainly 
not the only effective actions to be taken as part of a suc- 
cessful revolutionary movement. 
Like the tools of a toolbox, each 
has a specific use and specific re- 
sults. Depending on the job you 
have, you choose a tool (or a set 
of tools) from your toolbox. You 
don't choose only the tools that 
fit most comfortably in your 
| hand or that are the prettiest, you 
| choose the ones that'll get the job 
done. Sometimes these tools do 
I fit comfortably in your hands, but 
most of the time they give you 
blisters. No matter what, though, 
at the end of the day, the objec- 
tive is always to have the job completed. It's idiotic to 
shun the sledgehammer when you're working to knock 
down a wall.... 

I officially resign from my role with the NAELFPO, 
but I am by no means silencing myself. I intend to con- 
tinue with increasing effort to struggle for revolutionary 
change without being bound to any dogmatic atmo- 
spheres of opinions. 

Long live the Earth Liberation Front! Long Live the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front! Down with this insane system that 
plagues the Earth and its peoples! Revolution is liberation! 

For the full text of Leslie James Pickering's article, see EF!J 
June-July 2002. Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for 
$5 each. Order our near-complete, 27-year set for $500. 
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Operation Achilles 

BRITISH POLICE BITE AT SHAC’S HEELS 



artwork by Fallyn 


by Max Gastone 

On May 1, police in the UK, Hol- 
land and Belgium conducted a series 
of 28 raids, arresting 15 men and 18 
women. The majority of the raids 
and of the 12 people subsequently 
charged were in the UK. Of those ar- 
rested, nine were eventually charged 
with conspiracy to blackmail. Three 
others — Gregg Avery, Natasha Av- 
ery and Heather Nicholson — were 
charged with blackmail and are in 
prison awaiting trial. The series of 
raids and arrests, code-named "Op- 
eration Achilles," was focused on the 
campaign against animal-testing com- 
pany Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) 
and, in particular, on anti-vivisection 
group Stop Huntingdon Animal Cru- 
elty (SHAC), which the three activists 
on remand helped found. 

Nicholson and the Averys lost a re- 
cent appeal to be released on bail and 
do not have another chance at free- 
dom until September. Given the Brit- 
ish courts' slowness when it comes 
to animal rights cases, it is unlikely 
that there will be a trial this year. The 
other nine defendants have had their 
draconian bail conditions (including 
no contact with any other activists) 
lifted, but they remain under some 
restrictions. Without a doubt, the ar- 
rests had a strong political motiva- 
tion, but it remains to be seen how 
this will manifest if and when the 
cases go to trial. 

Operation Achilles 

Operation Achilles was a massive 
undertaking that involved 700 offi- 
cers in the UK alone. This was only 
200 short of the 900 used in a recent 
operation — said to be the biggest of its 
kind in the UK — against a suspected 
Islamic terrorist plot involving fertil- 
izer bombs. 

From the beginning, it was obvious 
that Operation Achilles was as much 


about disruption and public 
relations as about making ar- 
rests. The National Extremism 
Tactical Coordination Unit 
(NETCU), a police organiza- 
tion that focuses on animal 
rights groups, issued press re- 
leases about the raids before 
most had even taken place. 
Embedded camera crews ac- 
companied law enforcement 
on raids at key addresses. 

Over the last few years, the 
pharmaceutical industry 
has been demanding ac- 
tion in the face of repeat- 
ed failures to break SHAC 
and similar groups. Opera- 
tion Achilles was an ideal 
chance to demonstrate that 
the government is "winning" 
the war on SHAC. 

A key feature of the NETCU press 
releases and media reports was their 
focus on the money and equipment 
being seized. A NETCU press release 
from the day of the raid claimed up 
to $197,000 in seized property. There 
were other claims of investigations 
into money laundering. During a raid 
in Worcestershire, the police took only 
computers and phones, and strangely 
ignored all the paperwork. 

On the more bizarre side, some 
of the locations raided were animal 
sanctuaries and rescue centers. At a 
swan rescue shelter, six officers sim- 
ply wandered around, poking their 
noses about half-heartedly. At Fresh- 
fields, near Liverpool, it was a differ- 
ent story: The place was sealed off, 
and staff and animals were mistreat- 
ed. The police allowed four dogs to 
run away, and one worker who was 
trying to check up on the animals 
had his collarbone broken for his ef- 
forts. Animals at the shelter were not 
fed or attended to all day. It is not 
clear why sanctuaries were included 
in the raids. 


Targeting SHAC 

In the UK, blackmail consists of 
"making threats with menaces." In 
this case, the accused are charged with 
being members of SHAC. Some are 
charged with being leading members 
of the fictional "SHAC Management 
Team," which is combined with the 
allegation that SHAC threatened com- 
panies with noisy demonstrations at 
their offices unless they severed ties 
with HLS. That most of these demon- 
strations happen through liaison with 
the local police does not appear to 
matter. One young woman is charged 
with answering the phones for SHAC 
and taking messages; another man is 
charged with attending lawful protests 
organized by SHAC. Others are alleged 
to have made threatening phone calls 
to HLS. 

The targeting of SHAC is not new. 
SHAC has long been a thorn in the 
side of the government and various 
industries. It has conducted high- 
profile campaigns against HLS and 
all those who do business with the 
company. This has included going 
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after some of the b.ggest pharma- 
ceutical and banking companies, 
and in many cases winning. The 
response to such success has been a 
series of state-sponsored operations 
designed to break the campaign, so 
far without any great success. When 
Nicholson and the Averys previously 
served six months in prison in 2001, 
for publishing inciting material, big 
business prematurely heralded the 
downfall of SHAC. 

As arresting high-profile campaign- 
ers did not have much effect, the 
police moved on to the tactic of ham- 
pering the campaign as much as pos- 
sible. On the legal front, police and 
companies have conspired to take out 
civil injunctions — which rely on evi- 
dence of illegal activity— to declare all 
protest a form of harassment and thus 
to justify heavy restrictions on the 
right to protest, which is otherwise 
guaranteed by the European Conven- 
tion on Human Rights. This has giv- 
en the police greater powers of arrest 
and the ability to inflict stiffer prison 
sentences on protesters. Breaking the 
terms of an injunction could result 
in up to five years in prison, despite 
a person not actually doing anything 
otherwise illegal. 

Most of these injunctions are cur- 
rently interim (until approved at a 
trial). The first, which was filed by 
HLS itself, only came to trial this past 
March, after four years of procrasti- 
nation by HLS's lawyers. Though the 
injunction was granted, it was done 
in terms more favorable to the pro- 
testers than HLS desired, including 
permitting limited use of bullhorns. 
It was not the success that HLS had 
been hoping for. 

The second strand of police re- 
pression involves harassing protests, 
information stalls and activists who 


are leafleting, to the point that 
these things are next to impossible. 
The aim is to get SHAC out of the 
public eye. This has had mixed re- 
sults: SHAC now follows the law to 
the letter, organizing protests with 
the police in advance (limiting their 
power for disruption) and applying 
for permits to collect money. 

However, this is not the high-pro- 
file policing that the government's 
friends in big pharmaceuticals and 
the banking world were demanding, 
and it has not stopped lawful protests 
outside company offices. A few years 
ago, Daniel Vasella — CEO of Novartis, 
one of the world's largest pharma- 
ceutical companies — declared the UK 
to be more hostile to animal testing 
than anywhere else in the world. To 
change that perception, the govern- 
ment needs to provide hard evidence 
that it is defeating SHAC. However, 
despite the raids, SHAC has contin- 
ued to function with only a small 
hiccup. People have stepped in to fill 
the breach, and the protests continue. 
The recent raids have not stopped the 
international protests against HLS 
and associated companies, since the 
campaign is now truly global. 

The repression of SHAC has been 
there from the beginning. It is not 
unexpected and is accepted as being 
the price of success. One reason for 
our ongoing strength is that there is 
a strong sense of solidarity and pro- 
fessionalism within the animal rights 
movement in the UK. To date, SHAC 
and similar groups have not been hit 
by snitches; there have been known 
attempts to infiltrate, but none ap- 
pear to have gotten particularly far 
or to have done much damage before 
they were exposed. The police re- 
ported that they had used bugs and 
secret video in Operation Achilles. 


Well, we had assumed that was hap- 
pening anyway. 

Last year, three people received 12 
years each for blackmail of the Hall 
family during the Newchurch guinea 
pig farm campaign. These are among 
the highest sentences of their kind 
and unusual for the UK. Because of 
new offenses created in the last two 
years, Mark Taylor has a four-year 
sentence for several office occupa- 
tions. Yet, this does not seem to deter 
protests. Underground activists ap- 
pear to remain prepared to carry out 
illegal activities, if reports are any- 
thing to go by. Campaigners remain 
committed to protecting their right 
to carry out protests. If anything, it 
is our expectation of repression and 
our ability to oppose it that has kept 
the campaign against SHAC — and the 
radical anti-vivisection movement 
as a whole — strong and surviving in 
what has become a war of attrition. 

For more information, visit www. 
shac.net; Vegan Prisoner Support 
Group, www.vpsg.org. 

Max Gastone is a legal representative 
of Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty. 

Operation 

Achilles 

Prisoners 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP 
Winchester, Romsey Rd, Win- 
chester, S022 5DF, UK. 

•Natasha Avery, VM4846, and 
Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe 
Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 
3JZ, UK. 


. 

Day of Protest in Solidarity 

lj| * _ \ Ipjj _V "'f 

On May 6, animal rights activists in New York City 
converged in a show of solidarity with the prisoners of 
the UK's Operation Achilles. They demonstrated out- 
side the homes of five individuals who do business with 
the notorious animal-testing lab Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS): Paul Bennett, senior vice president and 
chief economist at the New York Stock Exchange; San- 
dra Holleran, vice president of human resources at the 
pharmaceutical corporation Bristol-Myers Squibb; John 


with British SHAC Prisoners 

Guttilla, HLS's accountant; and Lisa Shapiro and Gas- 
pare Abbate of pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline. 

The demonstrators received the overwhelming sup- 
port of passers-by, who were shocked to discover the 
atrocities conducted inside HLS. The home demonstra- 
tions served to remind HLS's business associates that 
animal rights activists in the US and the UK won't be 
silenced by intimidation and repression. The fight to 
shut down HLS continues.... 
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Extreme Confusion 

Why Do Civil Rights Watchdog Groups Care 
About the Earth Liberation Front? 


by Josh 

When federal prosecutors recently likened the Opera- 
tion Backfire defendants to the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), law- 
yers for the defense were quick to register their shock 
and disgust (see page 6). Daniel McGowan's attorney, 
Amanda Lee, appropriately condemned the coinparison 
as “appalling," "historically inaccurate" and "an insult to 
African-Americans." 

Although many animal rights and environmental activ- 
ists seem startled by the prosecution's analogy, it is merely 
the most visible and recent example of a growing tenden- 
cy to conflate the Earth and animal liberation movements 
with racist hate groups. What's most disturbing is that 
among the parties responsible for this trend are two of the 
nation's largest and most prominent civil rights watchdog 
groups: the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) and the South- 
ern Poverty Law Center (SPLC). 

How did these organizations — which were founded 
with the express purpose of combating anti-Semitism 
and white supremacy, and which have enjoyed the 
strong support of lib- 
erals and progressives 
for decades — develop 
such a keen interest 
in the Earth and ani- 
mal liberation move- 
ments? The answer 
lies in a disappoint- 
ing, disturbing and 
largely unknown his- 
tory of neoconservative political agendas, adherence to a 
centrist/extremist model of society, unethical and illegal 
intelligence-gathering activities, cooperation with law 
enforcement, poor journalism and fear-mongering. 

The Anti-Defamation League 

Founded in 1913, the ADL's original mission of com- 
bating anti-Semitic slander and libel quickly expanded 
to include civil rights advocacy. During the 1930s, the 
ADL initiated the practice for which it has become best 
known: the monitoring of racist and fascist groups 
through research and covert intelligence gathering. 

Previously a somewhat liberal organization, the ADL 
began to undergo a marked shift toward a neoconserva- 
tive political orientation during the 1970s, which result- 
ed in new alliances with the religious and political right, 
as well as increased cooperation with law enforcement. 


Additionally, the ADL adopted centrist/extremist theory, 
a neoconservative social model that clumps together all 
dissidents from the political right and left — regardless 
of their diverse and often conflicting agendas — and dis- 
misses them as psychologically unstable people deserv- 
ing of marginalization and imprisonment. 

The disturbing results of the ADL's blind comhiitment 
to centrist/extremist theory came to light in 1993, when a 
police investigation revealed that the ADL had assembled 
(perhaps illegally) files on thousands of Arab-American, 
anti-war, anti-apartheid, civil rights, environmental, labor 
and social justice groups, including ACT UP, the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union, the American Indian Move- 
ment, Food Not Bombs, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, Greenpeace and the Si- 
mon Wiesenthal Center. Although criminal charges were 
(miraculously) never filed, the scandal harmed the ADL's 
reputation and drew attention to its increasingly reaction- 
ary and paranoid suspicion of progressives and radicals. 

Given this troubling history, it is not at all surprising 
that the "Extremism in America" section of the ADL's 

website currently lists 
"ecoterrorism" along- 
side racist and fascist 
groups like the KKK, 
the National Socialist 
Movement and the 
World Church of the 
Creator. Moreover, the 
ADL's profiles of Earth 
First!, the Earth Lib- 
eration Front (ELF), the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) and 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) are littered with 
unqualified references to "terrorism" and "extremism," as 
well as assurances that these nonviolent movements will 
inevitably (and intentionally) begin taking lives. 

The examples that the ADL offers to confirm this charge 
are problematic at best and deliberately misleading at 
worst. For instance, the ADL states that in 1999, "a British 
reporter who had infiltrated the ALF the year before with a 
hidden camera... was abducted by a number of men. They 
branded the letters 'ALF' on his back." 

What the ADL doesn't say is that, according to the 
British magazine Green Anarchist, this reporter had made 
similar claims before, like when he said that he'd been 
kidnapped and shot in the leg by EFIers. The idea that two 
separate movements employed new, unprecedented and 
never-repeated tactics of kidnapping and torture against 


The Southern Poverty Law Center concluded that the 
1999 World Trade Organization protests signaled 
a coming alliance between right-wing and left-wing 
opponents of globalization, including neo-Nazis, the 
Nation of Islam and Earth First!. 
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the same person is simply too far-fetched to be true. Ap- 
parently, the police found Hall's story unconvincing and 
promptly abandoned their criminal investigation. In treat- 
ing this highly suspicious incident as proven fact, the ADL 
has failed to uphold its mission of assembling "accurate, 
detailed, unassailable information" and disseminating its 
findings through responsible and ethical journalism. 

The Southern Poverty Law Center 

The SPLC has followed a similar path from legitimate 
anti-racist work to the demonization of radical dissent. 
The SPLC was founded by Morris Dees and Joe Levin in 
1971, as a small law firm focusing on civil rights cases. Dur- 
ing the 1980s, the SPLC was 
catapulted into the national 
spotlight by a series of legal 
victories that bankrupted 
KKK and neo-Nazi groups. 

It quickly became one of 
the most visible and best 
funded anti-racist watchdog 
groups in the US. 

Like the ADL, the SPLC 
has attracted significant con- 
troversy. In 2000, Harper's 
Magazine published an ar- 
ticle by Ken Silverstein — the 
magazine's award-winning 
Washington Editor — alleg- 
ing that the SPLC greatly 
overstates the threat posed 
by hate groups in order to 
raise more money. 

"In 1986," Silverstein 
wrote, "the SPLC's entire 
legal staff quit in protest 
of Dees' refusal to address 
issues — such as homeless- 
ness, voter registration and 
affirmative action — that 

they considered far more 
pertinent to poor minori- 
ties, if far less marketable to 
affluent benefactors, than 
fighting the KKK." 

/mother similarity to the 
ADL is the SPLC's Intel- 
ligence Project, which gathers information on a variety 
of "extremist" groups and publishes its findings in the 
quarterly Intelligence Report. While typically focused on 
white supremacists, the Report began covering the anti- 
globalization, animal rights and radical environmental 
movements following the 1999 World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) protests in Seattle, Washington. Although the 
Report has generally avoided the "ecoterrorism" label in 
favor of "ecoradicalism," it has undermined this sober re- 
straint through a campaign of innuendo, conjecture, mis- 
information and fear-mongering that makes the ADL look 
amateurish by comparison. 

In the Winter 2000 edition of the Report, for example, 
the SPLC concluded that the WTO protests signaled 
a coming alliance between right-wing and left-wing 


opponents of globalization, including neo-Nazis, the Na- 
tion of Islam and Earth First!. This charge was repeated 
in the Summer 2001 Report, which flung numerous out- 
landish accusations at the ELF in the hope that one might 
stick. The SPLC charged that "the ELF's use of under- 
ground violence strongly resembles ex-Klansman Louis 
Beam's concept of 'leaderless resistance,"' as if this shared 
organizational structure is proof of a common racist ide- 
ology. Never mind the fact that leaderless resistance was 
actually developed by a US intelligence officer as a strategy 
for combating communist "extremists." 

The same Report also stated that "the ELF recently set 
this year's 'International Day of Action' for April 19 — a 

mythic date for the anti- 
government right. It was 
that day in 1993, when 
about 80 Branch David- 
ian cult members died in a 
fire in Waco, Texas.... It is 
also the day that Timothy 
McVeigh blew up a federal 
building in Oklahoma City 
in 1995, killing 168." The 
Report ignored that the ELF 
chose the date for its prox- 
imity to Earth Day (April 
22, 2001), and it did not 
even consider the possibili- 
ty that the relation to Waco 
and Oklahoma City was 
a coincidence. Maybe the 
ELF picked April 19 because 
it's the anniversary of the 
1943 Warsaw Ghetto Upris- 
ing — a significant event in 
the history of Jewish libera- 
tion and the fight against 
fascism. This explanation is 
as likely as any other. 

Dozens of similar articles 
in the Intelligence Report 
make it clear that the SPLC 
advances conjecture as fact 
and coincidence as conspir- 
acy, while excluding any 
information that might 
undermine its desired con- 
clusion that the ELF is on the verge of allying itself with 
violent racists. 

Disturbing Implications 

If the ADL and the SPLC were small organizations on 
the margins of popular discourse and public policy, there 
would be little need for concern. However, both groups 
are large, particularly the ADL, which has 30 regional and 
three international offices. The ADL and the SPLC are 
also incredibly well-funded, with total annual revenues of 
more than $50 million and $30 million, respectively. Fi- 
nally, and perhaps most disturbingly, both organizations 
enjoy significant influence with politicians, law enforce- 
ment and the public at large. 

continued on next page 
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In 2002, a US congressional questionnaire sent to former 
ELF spokesperson Craig Rosebraugh quoted the SPLC's 
charges of a growing alliance between the ELF and the 
racist, fascist right. It then asked, "How do you feel about 
the ELF being compared to the KKK? Is this an accurate 
comparison? Do you feel a kinship of cause with 'racists 
and fascists,' as the SPLC contends?" (For the record, Rose- 
braugh brusquely answered, "A) That is ridiculous and in- 
sulting. I would expect the SPLC to have more intelligence 
than that. B) No. C) No.") These and other absurd alle- 
gations are frequently adopted as fact by lawmakers and 
law enforcement, resulting in policies and investigations 
based on ADL and SPLC propaganda. It is entirely pos- 
sible — even likely — that the federal prosecution's recent 
comparison of the ELF to the KKK was inspired by these 
organizations' reports. 

Additionally, there is evidence to suggest that both the 
ADL and the SPLC have a history of conducting covert 
investigations using surveillance and infiltration 
tactics that law enforcement is generally barred 
from employing without a warrant. The organiza- 
tions then provide this information to the police 
and the FBI, effectively circumventing constitu- 
tional rights of privacy and assembly. The result 
is that these private watchdog groups are increas- 
ingly complicit in classically fascist systems of 
government surveillance and control. Apparent- 
ly, the ADL and the SPLC oppose fascism when it 
is promoted by private individuals but condone 
it when practiced by the state, which is precisely 
when it is most dangerous. 

The general public is also susceptible to the as- 
sertions of the ADL and the SPLC. Media reports on the 
Earth and animal liberation movements frequently quote 
these esteemed watchdog groups, whose statements are 
uncritically presented as expert commentary. To a popu- 
lace that knows very little about the radical environmen- 
tal and animal rights movements, the fact that the ADL 
and the SPLC are being quoted would seem to imply that 
there is an anti-Semitic, racist or fascist component to 
these movements. 

By advancing this kind of innuendo, the ADL and the 
SPLC cheapen oppression and transform it into a kind of 
rhetorical capital that can be wielded for political gain. 
By painting the radical environmental and animal rights 
movements as a bunch of Nordic youths waiting to be 
Nazified, these organizations effectively marginalize and 
delegitimize the radical Jews and people of color who are 
actively working for the liberation of animals and the 
Earth. Perhaps more than anything, this shows how low 
the ADL and the SPLC have sunk. 

Conclusions 

Obviously, the ADL's and the SPLC's focus on the 
Earth and animal liberation movements needs to be 
challenged, but this must be done carefully. Speaking 
and writing against the ADL and the SPLC is a delicate 
undertaking, especially since both organizations are 
generally perceived as unassailable warriors in the fight 
against oppression. We must always be clear that our 
problem is not with combating anti-Semitism, racism 


and fascism, but with doing so in a manipulative and 
unethical fashion in order to advance a repressive, neo- 
conservative agenda. 

Additionally, we must be careful not to acciden- 
tally align ourselves with white supremacists. When 
researching the dark side of these organizations, pay 
close attention to what your sources are. Many websites 
"exposing" the ADL and the SPLC are operated by KKK 
and neo-Nazi groups. If your source refers to "the Jew 
Morris Dees" or cites the ADL as part of the "world- 
wide Jewish conspiracy," you should look elsewhere for 
information. 

As a final word of caution, it is my strong belief that 
direct action must be avoided. Home demonstrations 
and property damage will not work against the ADL or 
the SPLC. These organizations' employees have endured 
death threats and physical violence from neo-Nazis and 
the KKK. They won't be swayed by animal rights and 
environmental activists. Besides, this kind of approach 


would prove suicidal from both a law enforcement and 
public relations perspective. If action is to be taken, it 
should be restricted to peaceful demonstrations at rel- 
evant public events. 

Effective opposition to unethical practices of the ADL 
and the SPLC must necessarily focus on the general public. 
Both organizations depend upon direct mail fundraising 
campaigns that tend to target liberals and progressives, 
who are largely unaware of these organizations' dirty 
dealings. Mainstream animal rights and environmental 
activists, as well as sympathetic liberals and progressives, 
are likely to respond positively to a reasonable critique of 
these organizations. 

Finally, Jewish animal rights and environmental activ- 
ists — like myself — who are deeply disturbed by the ADL's 
activities should discuss this with family, friends and 
members of our community. The involvement of a vocal 
contingent of anti-racist organizers, Jewish activists and 
activist people of color would go a long way toward le- 
gitimizing a challenge of the ADL and the SPLC, and it 
would help assure that these efforts retain the nuanced 
and cautious tone that they will require to be successful. 
Ultimately, exposing the reactionary and repressive na- 
ture of the ADL and the SPLC is not just about defending 
the Earth and animal liberation movements. It is about 
creating legitimate methods of challenging institutional- 
ized oppression wherever it appears. 

Josh is really hoping that someone out there knows how to 
make a good vegan matzoh brei. 


To a populace that knows very little about the 
radical environmental and animal rights movements, 
the fact that the Anti-Defamation League and the 
Southern Poverty Law Center are treated as experts 
on "ecoterrorism" would seem to imply that there is 
an anti-Semitic, racist or fascist component to these 
movements. 
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Saying Goodbye to No Compromise 


by Peter Young 

With its first issue debuting the 
month I got involved with animal 
rights activism and its last delivered 
to my prison cell just months ago, 
No Compromise has been a consistent 
presence on an ever-changing land- 
scape. For activists of the last decade, 
No Compromise was there. It was there 
for advice on media relations for our 
protests. It was there for answers on 
handling civil disobedience-related 
court cases. And it was there for direc- 
tion when some decided that all else 
had failed and took their activism 
into the night. 

No Compromise joined a roster of 
militant mid-90s animal liberation- 
ist print media, including Under- 
ground, Militant Vegan and the UK's 
Arkangel, to provide not just cover- 
age of actions but an entire culture 
of animal liberation. With its own 
lexicon, personalities and innova- 
tive philosophy, No Compromise was 
more than a magazine; it was a cul- 
ture of its own making. 

Where did those years go? For No 
Compromise, they went to coverage 
of what humans were doing for ani- 
mals and confronting the rest of us 
with the guilt of our inaction. For 
those few who took its message to 
heart, these years went to embody- 
ing its unstated tenet of, "If not you, 
who? If not now, when?" No Com- 
promise is gone, not forgotten, and in 
its mission, never finished. 

One impact of No Compromise was 
the reminder that we were a part of 
something bigger. Its coverage of day- 
light raids on vivisection breeders and 
nighttime raids of vivisection labs 
gave the sense that our moti^mdnt 
was advancing toward nothing short 
of a vegan revolution in our time. 
No Compromise came to life during a 
period when it felt like things were 
jumping off, and because of its pages, 


many of us decided that we were go- 
ing to be a part of the struggle. 

There can be no retrospective of No 
Compromise without commenting on 
the people who made the news that 
filled it. A review of the one-time No 
Compromise all-stars can be both in- 
spiring and disheartening. Many who 
once adorned its pages as heroes are 
now the broken and the despised. No 
Compromise's original visionary defect- 
ed before going on to denounce illegal 
actions and stating that animals are 
better left in cages. Many named in its 



pages and behind the anonymous ac- 
tions that it covered have moved on 
to become all varieties of apostates, 
informants and carnivores. Even the 
woman who gave me my first issue of 
No Compromise has since decided that 
animals make better meals and fash- 
ion accessories than subjects of our 
battles and tears. Yet, there are people 
from those early issues who never grew 
comfortable or decided that they had 
"done their part." Those people, who 
continue to be a line of defense for the 


animals more than a decade later, de- 
serve our endless respect as reminders 
that there is no expiration date on our 
obligation to help. 

The No Compromise project was a 
success, were we to measure it by lon- 
gevity, consistency or impact: Lon- 
gevity in its 10-year run; consistency 
in its unwavering emphasis on securi- 
ty culture, its endorsement of actions 
for the animals irrespective of legality 
and its support for prisoners; and im- 
pact in that, for a span of many years, 
few grassroots animal right activists 
could say they had not received ei- 
ther inspiration or direct guidance 
from No Compromise’s pages. 

Reviewing back issues, I can see 
now how many ideas applied to my 
activism were No Compromise's and 
not my own. The nights spent be- 
hind Seattle-area slaughterhouses, 
seeking discarded corpses — corpses 
that both a local McDonald's and the 
media would find waiting for them 
in a drive thru the next morning as 
a reminder of the suffering behind 
meat consumption — was a tactic lift- 
ed directly from the Fall 1996 issue. 
A "Fur-Free Friday" banner-hang off 
Nordstrom's roof — I read it in No 
Compromise first. And speaking for 
the anonymous few, 1 am confident 
that No Compromise was a spark be- 
hind many of the last decade's sabo- 
taged trucks and emptied cages. 

The only final issue I'd hoped to 
see from No Compromise was the one 
declaring victory — the final slaugh- 
terhouse collapsing on the last vivi- 
sector. Let's not wish for one more 
decade of No Compromise but a world 
where it is unnecessary. And if this is 
not the world of tomorrow, let it not 
be for lack of trying. 

Peter Young was recently released from 
federal prison after serving two years for 
releasing and conspiracy to release mink 
from several fur farms in the Midwest. 
He lives in Los Angeles, California. 
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No Olympics on Stolen Land ! 


by Zig-Zag 

What causes opponents to come of 
their own accord is the prospect of gain. 
What discourages opponents from com- 
ing is the prospect o f harm. 

— Sun Tzu, The Art of War 

So far, 2007 has been a difficult year 
for the Vancouver Olympic Organiz- 
ing Committee (VANOC). In its own 
words, the past few months have 
been "frustrating," "disappointing" 
and "unfortunate." During this time, 
VANOC had hoped to gain positive 
publicity and promotion for the 2010 
Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. Instead, 
militant direct actions and protests 
became the primary news stories re- 
lated to the Olympics. 

It all began on February 12, with 
the unveiling of a three-year Olympic 
countdown clock (donated by Omega, 
the "official timekeeper" for the 2010 
Olympics) at the Vancouver Art Gallery, 
with live coverage on CTV (the official 
TV network for the games). Just as the 
event began, a masked native stormed 
the stage and grabbed the mic, shout- 
ing, "Fuck 2010! Fuck your corporate 
circus!" before being arrested. Protest- 
ers, including members of the Native 
Youth Movement (NYM), the Anti- 
Poverty Committee (APC), the Down- 
town Eastside Residents' Association 
(DERA) and others, pushed up against 
police lines and threw eggs and paint 
bombs at police, the stage and a jumbo- 
sized TV screen. Government and cor- 
porate officials had to shout into the 
mics to be heard over the noisy protest- 
ers, seven of whom were arrested. 


On February 23, at a groundbreak- 
ing ceremony for the construction 
of a new Olympic curling venue, se- 
curity measures and protesters were 
again the main story. Scores of police 
and crowd-control fencing were used 
to keep protesters away from officials 
and media. 

The next day, Harriet Nahanee, a 
native elder, passed away in a Van- 
couver hospital shortly after serving a 
14-day jail term. She had been con- 
victed of contempt of court for par- 
ticipating in a 2006 blockade of the 
Sea-to-Sky Highway, 
which is being ex- 
panded in preparation 
for the Olympics. This 
blockade at Eagleridge 
Bluffs in North Van- 
couver was the first 
anti-Olympics direct 
action to occur. In 
July 2006, shortly af- 
ter the blockade was 
dismantled by police, 
construction equip- 
ment along the high- 
way was vandalized, 
causing over $50,000 
in damage. 

Then on March 6, 
the massive Olympic 
flag that flew at City 
Hall was stolen, just 
as a delegation of In- 
ternational Olympic 
Committee (IOC) offi- 
cials arrived for an in- 
spection of VANOC's 
work. Days later, as the 
IOC tour ended, the 
Native Warrior Society 


•i r* 

(NWS) released a communique-claim- 
ing responsibility for the theft. The 
statement included a photograph of 
three masked persons, with a warrior 
flag and photo of Nahanee, standing 
in front of the giant 16-foot-by-25- 
foot Olympic flag. The communique 
cited Nahanee's death and opposition 
to the Olympics as their motivations. 

On March 12, VANOC held an- 
other big Countdown 2010 event: a 
flag lighting ceremony at City Hall. 
Some 200 protesters passed through 
police checkpoints and searches to 
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disrupt the event with yelling, whis- 
tles and air horns. As many as 100 
cops — including riot police, an Emer- 
gency Response Team, mounted police 
and a helicopter patrol — were used at 
a cost of more than $30,000 (accord- 
ing to police). Once again, the heavy 
security presence and the protesters 
were the main story. At the same time, 
the 2010 countdown clock in down- 
town Vancouver was spraypainted 
with a "Free Betty" stencil — a refer- 
ence to Betty Krawczyck, a 78-year- 
old environmentalist sentenced to 10 


months in prison for her part in the 
2006 Eagleridge Bluffs blockade. The 
vandal was later arrested, as he did 
not attempt to conceal his identity. 

On March 29, Vancouver police 
raided DERA's offices while alleg- 
edly searching for the stolen Olym- 
pic flag, despite the fact that DERA 
has no connection to the NWS. The 
cops claimed that they had received 
a tip from a "reliable" source. After an 
hour, they left empty-handed. 

On May 16, the APC organized a 
protest at VANOC's headquarters, 
which are located in 
an East Vancouver 
industrial area. De- 
spite a small turnout 
of about 35 protest- 
ers (due to the time 
of day and remote 
location), they were 
met by crowd-control 
fencing all around 
the building site and 
more than 70 cops, 
including riot police, 
dog squads and a po- 
lice helicopter. Dur- 
ing the protest, APC 
member David Cun- 
ningham announced 
that the committee's 
new campaign would 
consist of evicting 
| VANOC offices and 
| that the APC had 
g the home addresses 
of VANOC members. 
This caused a contro- 
versy in the media and 
among government 
continued on next page 
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Vivisection Lab Pays PETA 

On April 30, Covance — a no- 
torious animal testing compa- 
ny — finally paid People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) Europe $290,000 to cover 
legal fees. A British court had or- 
dered Covance to pay that sum 
in 2005, after striking down 
Covance's lawsuit against PETA. 
In 2005, PETA USA document- 
ed extreme abuse at Covance's 
animal lab in Vienna, Virginia. 
The undercover footage showed 
workers beating, choking and 
taunting monkeys. 

Covance then sought an in- 
junction against PETA Europe 
to prevent it from showing the 
footage. A judge in the UK dis- 
missed the suit, saying that Co- 
vance had "fostered a misleading 
impression. PETA is entitled to 
correct it publicly." Covance's 
payment marks the end of the 
case but not PETA's efforts to 
shut down the lab. 

Ban on Horse 
Slaughter Reinstated 

On April 26, House Resolution 
249 restored a federal ban on the 
commercial slaughter of wild, 
free-roaming horses and burros. 
The bill also prohibits the export 
of live horses to be slaughtered 
elsewhere. 

On May 25, Cavel Interna- 
tional, a Belgian horsemeat 
plant in Illinois, filed a lawsuit 
claiming that the bill is uncon- 
stitutional. A federal judge ruled 
on June 1, that Cavel can con- 
tinue operations while the suit 
is considered. 

Originally passed in 1971, the 
ban was overturned by a rider 
bill in 2004. Since then, 100,000 
horses per year have been sent to 
slaughterhouses and their meat 
has been exported to Belgium, 
France, Italy and Japan, where 
horsemeat is a delicacy. 
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officials. Vancouver police said they 
would investigate, while the chief of 
police announced that VANOC board 
members would receive special police 
protection. 

Then on May 19, Cunningham 
went out to meet with a supposed 
journalist and instead found a group 
of police. He was arrested and charged 
with "uttering threats." This dirty 
trick has been widely condemned by 
the media. 

True to the group's promise, three 
members of the APC gained entry to 
the provincial premier's downtown 
Vancouver office on May 22 and 
threw furniture and 
office equipment into 
the hallway. The tar- 
get of the action was 
Ken Dobell, a VANOC 
official and adviser to 
the premier. As one 
protester was led away 
in handcuffs, she stat- 
ed to the media: "We 
evicted their office like 
they've evicted thou- 
sands of people from 
the Downtown East- 
side, except these peo- 
ple still have a place to 
sleep tonight." 

The 2010 
Winter Games 

The 2010 Winter 
Olympics are to be 
held in Vancouver and 
Whistler on February 12-27, 2010. 
Contrary to government propaganda 
about the economic and social ben- 
efits of the games, the Olympics are a 
very real threat to native peoples, the 
urban poor (many of whom are na- 
tive), the environment, civil liberties 
and basic human rights. 

While cutting social services such as 
health care and education, the conser- 
vative provincial government is at the 
same time providing billions of dol- 
lars to construction companies and 
other Olympics-related industries. 
The capitalists are making millions, 
while the poor are literally dying in 
the urban and reservation ghettos. 

In the Downtown Eastside of Van- 
couver, one of Canada's poorest 
neighborhoods, more than 500 units 
of low-income housing have already 


been lost since Vancouver won the 
Olympic bid in 2003. Hundreds of 
people have been evicted as landlords 
upgrade their hotels for Olympic tour- 
ists. Along with evictions, Vancou- 
ver police and City Hall have begun 
criminalizing the poor through Proj- 
ect Civil City, which aims to clean up 
Vancouver's streets in preparation for 
the games — primarily through "law- 
and-order" measures to combat home- 
lessness, panhandling and drug use. In 
May, the city appointed former Brit- 
ish Columbia Attorney General Geoff 
Plant as commissioner of Project Civil 
City, reinforcing the view that the pro- 
gram is based on more policing. 


For the Olympics themselves, some 
10,000 police and soldiers are to be 
deployed. In March, Vancouver police 
unveiled plans to have two armored 
vehicles by 2010. Despite being pro- 
moted as the "Green Olympics," large 
tracts of land have been destroyed for 
the expansion or construction of high- 
ways, roads, ski resorts and Olympic 
venues. Billions of dollars of public 
money are also being spent on new 
bridges, port facilities and railways, 
as well as urban transit. Most of this 
work is intended to improve trans- 
portation and other infrastructure in 
preparation for the games. Some of it 
forms part of a larger strategy aimed 
at capitalizing on the Olympics and 
related tourism and trade. 

All this expansion of transport in- 
frastructure is meant to facilitate 


greater resource exploitation, includ- 
ing ski resorts, mines, logging, natural 
gas and oil. Since 2003, the provin- 
cial government has been working to 
speed up the application process for 
these industries, making it easier for 
corporations to get projects approved. 
Premier Gordon Campbell has de- 
scribed these as "reforms to open up 
every sector of our economy." The re- 
sult has been huge increases in min- 
ing, gas and oil, as well as ski resorts. 

Native Opposition to the 
Olympics 

Since 2000, the main native strug- 
gles in British Columbia's .. interior 
have been against the 
construction and ex- 
pansion of mountain 
ski resorts. At Sun Peaks 
(Skwelkwek'welt) ski 
resort near Kamloops, 
more than 70 people — 
mostly Secwepemc 
youth and elders — have 
been arrested for block- 
ing roads, occupying 
buildings and establish- 
ing protection camps 
as part of the campaign 
against a massive $294- 
million expansion of 
the resort. 

At Melvin Creek, just 
| north of Mt. Currie, 
the St'at'imc have es- 
tablished the Sutikalh 
camp to stop a planned 
$530-million ski resort 
(see EF!J September-October 2005). The 
camp was first set up in May 2000, and 
continues to be occupied to this day. It 
has served as a rallying point for com- 
munity resistance to the resort, which 
also forced many chiefs and council- 
ors to publicly oppose it as well. Nu- 
merous other ski resort developments 
and expansions are also planned or are 
now underway, including Valemount, 
Revelstoke, Blue Mountain, Invermere, 
Merritt and Kelowna. 

This sharp increase in resort devel- 
opment is largely due to government 
promotion of the industry, includ- 
ing file establishment of a Ski Resort 
Task Force in 2004. The task force 
was largely composed of members 
of the resort industry, and its pri- 
mary goal was to increase ski resort 
development in British Columbia. 



Members of the Native Warrior Society in front of a stolen Olympic flag 
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The group released a Resort Strat- 
egy and Action Plan in 2004, which 
made clear the connection between 
the industry's rapid growth and the 
2010 Olympics: "The Resort Strategy 
links to the Spirit of 2010 Tourism 
Strategy and the International Trade 
and Investment to 2010 Strategy. All 
these strategies are designed to grow 
tourism throughout the province, 
maximize opportunities created by 
hosting 2010, and attract national 
and international investment." 

Recent indigenous struggles have 
also confronted oil and gas develop- 
ment, as well as large-scale mining. 
Since 2005, the Tahltan in northern 
British Columbia have organized sev- 
eral blockades and office occupations, 
and arrests of elders and other com- 
munity members have occurred. 

To counter charges of racism and to 
better exploit native culture, Olym- 
pic organizers have spent millions of 
dollars to buy off indigenous peoples, 
especially band councils. Prior to 
Vancouver winning the bid in 2003, 
the Squamish and Mt. Currie/Lil'wat 
band councils were given more than 
$20 million, including money for a 
new cultural center in Whistler. Along 
with this, the Four Host First Na- 
tions Society was established in 2004, 
composed of the Squamish, Lil'wat, 
Tsleil-Waututh and Musqueam band 
councils. Aboriginal organizations 
and youth groups in Vancouver have 
also been given Olympic money. All 
of this is intended to silence native 
opposition to the Olympics. 

Stolen Native Land 

British Columbia is unique in Can- 
ada, in that most of the province is 
unceded, non-surrendered indige- 
nous territory. According to the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763, which is still 
part of British and Canadian law, sov- 
ereign indigenous territories needed 
to be legally surrendered to the crown 
prior to any trade or settlement. In ac- 
cordance with this, the UK and later 
Canada carried out a series of treaties 
in their westward expansion across 
the prairies. 

However, they never completed 
the treaty process in British Colum- 
bia. Today, most of the province re- 
mains unceded sovereign native land, 
which neither the Canadian nor the 
British Columbian governments have 


the legal or moral authority to gov- 
ern. With current attempts to legal- 
ize the prior theft of native land and 
to extinguish native title and rights 
through a modern treaty process, the 
ongoing dispossession of indigenous 
peoples from their lands continues. 
This constitutes an act of genocide. 
As the NYM has correctly pointed 
out, the 2010 Olympics are a concern 
to all indigenous peoples in British 
Columbia. The NYM has also drawn 
a parallel between the games and the 
invasion of prospectors in the mid- 
1800s: "Although the 2010 Olym- 
pics are planned to take place in only 
St'at'imc and Squamish territories, 
the negative effects of these games 
will carry out onto other indigenous 
territories of the area, and the after- 
math of this will create an invasion 
not seen since the Gold Rush." 

Anti-Colonial and 
Anti-Capitalist Convergence 

Anti-Olympic organizers in Vancou- 
ver — including indigenous, anti-pov- 
erty and housing groups — are calling 
for an Anti-Colonial and Anti-Capi- 
talist Convergence in February 2010. 
Anti-colonial because the games are 
occurring on land stolen from in- 
digenous peoples, and anti-capitalist 



because the Olympics are in the inter- 
ests of the corporate elites. Additional 
themes will include "No Social Cleans- 
ing" and "No Eco-Destruction." The 
purpose of the convergence will be to 
confront the Olympics and turn them 
into a disaster for the rich and power- 
ful! So mark your calendars, start your 
Olympic training now, and we'll see 
you in 2010! 

For more information, visit www. 
no2010.com. 
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Victory Over 
Victoria's Secret 

On December 2, Limited 
Brands, parent company of linge- 
rie chain Victoria's Secret, agreed 
to stop using paper pulp from 
endangered Canadian forests for 
its catalogs. For more than two 
years, environmentalists have 
been fighting the company's 
destruction of Alberta's boreal 
forests and British Columbia's 
temperate rainforests — both cru- 
cial habitat for endangered cari- 
bou. The boreal region of Canada 
is currently being logged at two 
acres per minute. Paper produc- 
tion accounts for 50 percent of 
the logging. 

During the campaign, activists 
held more than 750 storefront 
demonstrations, crashed Limited 
Brands' shareholders meeting, 
locked down at its Manhattan of- 
fice, dropped banners, engaged 
in door-to-door education in the 
CEO's neighborhood and launched 
www.victoriasdirtysecret.org, a 
website exposing the company's 
practices. 

Dye From Jeans 
Pollutes Mexican Rivers 

On May 2, Reuters revealed 
that industrial laundries, which 
dye jeans for export, are dump- 
ing dye, bleach and detergents 
into rivers in Tehuacan, Mexico. 
Waste water from the denim 
laundries mixes with municipal 
sewage and is discharged un- 
treated into a river that is used 
for irrigation by farmers in the 
downstream village of San Di- 
ego Chalma. 

Locals complain that the 
chemicals make their skin itch, 
irritate their throats and poison 
their crops. Health authorities 
have instructed farmers not to 
plant tomatoes and root vegeta- 
bles due to the risk of contami- 
nation. However, they still allow 
the farming of corn, which is 
sold locally and in Mexico City. 
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Secession 

Tk True 'fiior'aiiovtfl !/[ /dt/ 


by Kirkpatrick Sale 

One of the central tenets of biore- 
gionalism is scale, specifically human 
scale. The reason is that loving and 
caring for a place on the Earth — which 
is what bioregionalism is all about — 
can happen only when the human 
community knows and becomes part 
of the natural systems and seasons of 
the region around it, and that inevita- 
bly means a limited scale. It is simply 
humanly impossible to understand 
and commune with the whole Earth 
or with a continent or, in fact, with 
anything larger than the natural re- 
gion one lives in. And any attempt to 
do so — though Lord knows it is tried 
often enough — is futile. 

That is one important reason to 
think about secession. Yes, I said seces- 
sion: the breaking up of large nations 
into smaller independent political en- 
tities that run their own affairs, have 
their own governments, operate their 
own economies and control their own 
environments on a bioregional scale. 
It's a word that scares people even 
now, and most of the time it conjures 
up ideas of treason, illegality, racism 
or just plain futility. 

But it really is as American as, well, 
the Declaration of Independence, 
which states that "it is the right of 
the people to alter or abolish [wrong- 
ful government], and to institute new 
government in such form as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness." As American as 
the war that followed from that — not 
a revolutionary war at all but a seces- 
sionist one, since the colonists had no 
intention of taking over the British 


government, only of separating 
from it to run their own govern- 
ments as they saw fit. As Ameri- 
can, in fact, as the separation of 
Maine from Massachusetts, Ten- 
nessee from North Carolina, and 
West Virginia from Virginia, all 
of which were done in an order- 
ly and peaceful fashion. 

There is a myriad of reasons 
to contemplate secession these 
days. On the one hand, it frees 
a territory from the incompetent, 
cormpt, militaristic and illegal gov- 
ernment in Washington, DC, as well 
as the empire that Washington has 
created to spread its corporate owners 
around the world. At the same time, 
it provides a scale of decision-making 
that allows something close to tme de- 
mocracy (representation that truly re- 
flects a constituency's wishes); a scale 
of trade and commerce that allows full 
employment, healthy food, nontoxic 
material goods and a sound currency 
free of the volatile and perilous dollar; 
a scale of administration that replaces 
the bloated federal bureaucracy with 
smaller, more efficient and responsive 
operations; in short, a scale of human 
affairs at which— as the success of 
countless small nations has shown — 
people have control over the decisions 
that affect their lives and the institu- 
tions that serve and protect them. 

And a scale at which they can be in- 
timately aware of their environment, 
understand its limits and fragilities, 
attend to its needs, provide restora- 
tion and maintenance, keep human 
interference to a minimum, draw up 
and enforce regulations about envi- 
ronmental health and well-being, and 



in general know how to live in har- 
mony with its species and systems. A 
scale at which a society can develop a 
bioregional sensibility. 

But there's more. A secessionist state 
must necessarily become more self-suf- 
ficient, doing and making things for 
itself that once came from outside. It 
therefore would have to depend upon 
its regional resources in a new way — 
and be forced to take care of them in a 
new way, for survival's sake, even if it 
didn't have a bioregional sensibility. 
And this in turn would free a society 
from much of its low-quality, often 
dangerous, needlessly expensive and 
environmentally burdensome im- 
ports, and at the same time encour- 
age local and healthy alternatives: 
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community-supported agriculture, 
neighborhood gardens and farmers' 
markets instead of toxic spinach from 
California and poisoned dog food 
from China; recycling centers and 
manufacturers using and reusing re- 
gional resources instead of depend- 
ing on imported materials; short-haul 
transportation, bicycles and battery- 
operated vehicles operating on a lim- 
ited scale instead of oil from Riyadh 
and gas-guzzlers from Detroit. 

Which in turn provides an alterna- 
tive economic and social framework 
that would not only be viable in a 
time of crisis — which climate heating, 
peak oil and resource exhaustion are 
likely to bring in the near future — but 
would be positively thriving. Having 


escaped the entangling 
disasters that would 
befall the nation as 
a whole, a seces- 
sionist state would 
be free and able to 
withstand or ame- 
liorate most of the 
succeeding crises. 

James Howard Kunstler, 
whose recent book The Long 
Emergency is about the likeli- 
hood of just such a calamitous 
future, writes that it "will require us to 
downscale and rescale virtually every- 
thing we do and how we do it, from 
the kind of communities we physi- 
cally inhabit to the way we grow our 
food to the way we work and trade 
the products of our work.... Anything 
organized on the large scale, whether 
it is government or a corporate busi- 
ness enterprise such as Wal-Mart, will 
wither as the cheap energy props that 
support bigness fall away." And then 
a small independent state makes a lot 
of sense. Survival sense. 

That is why there is a secession- 
ist movement in North America and 
why it has been growing in the last 
few years. For it offers not only an 
escape, an alternative to the deadly 
national Leviathan, but a vision of 
societies bringing out the best of hu- 
man abilities within the best of envi- 
ronmental scales — and that is the real 
hope of the future. 

Kirkpatrick Sale is the director of the 
Middlebury Institute ("for the study of 
separatism, secession and self-determi- 
nation") and the author most recently of 
After Eden: The Evolution of Human 
Domination. 
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US Military Tramples 
Australia's Ecosystem 

In May and June, 14,000 US 
troops and more than 12,000 
Australian personnel participat- 
ed in Operation Talisman Sabre, 
Australia's largest military exer- 
cise to date. A US vice admiral 
told an Australian newspaper, 
"You have to have places to drop 
bombs; you have to have places 
to shoot live weapons, places to 
fly planes that make noise, places 
where you can actually test and 
exercise your capabilities." 

Project Censored reports 
that "the US military generates 
750,000 tons of toxic waste ma- 
terial annually, more than the 
five largest chemical companies 
in the US combined." Since 9/11, 
the US military — which is already 
one of the world's worst pollut- 
ers — has sought to exempt itself 
from all US environmental laws. 

Roundup Ready 
Alfalfa Banned 

On May 3, a federal judge 
ruled that the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture's (USDA) 
2005 approval of Monsanto's 
and Forage Genetics' genetically 
engineered (GE) Roundup Ready 
alfalfa was illegal. He asked the 
USDA to ban further planting 
of the seeds until it conducts a 
full environmental impact state- 
ment. The ruling requires Forage 
Genetics to disclose the locations 
of all existing Roundup Ready al- 
falfa plots to the USDA and to 
the public. 

The ruling is the result of a law- 
suit brought against the USDA 
by the Center for Food Safety, 
which argued that the crop could 
harm the environment and con- 
taminate non-GE alfalfa. The 
judge noted that contamination 
of natural and organic alfalfa has 
already occurred and that such 
contamination is "irreparable 
environmental harm." 
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Defending New York Citys 
Community Gardens 

• GREEN ISLANDS IN A CONCRETE SEA • 


by Jessi Jetpack and Aresh Javadi 

On Cinco de Mayo, a colorful pa- 
rade of gardeners, community mem- 
bers and bicyclists from Time's Up! 
visited many of the thriving, endan- 
gered, destroyed and evicted commu- 
nity gardens in East Harlem, New York 
City. The parade ended with a barbe- 
cue and renaming ceremony at the 
new 116th Street Block Association 
Community Garden — now called the 
"Carolina Community Garden." 

Community gardeners and activ- 
ists continue to fight for the protec- 
tion of New York City's community 
gardens. Land-grabbing real estate 
practices are at a peak in a city where 
community gardens are the last bas- 
tion of cheap land. 

The gardeners of Nueva Esperanza, 
a 19-year-old East Harlem garden, 
were evicted from their garden on 
April 15, after a yearlong encamp- 
ment to save it from luxury real estate 
developers (see £F// January-February 
2007). When police came to evict 
the garden, one member of the en- 
campment climbed a willow tree to 
prevent bulldozers from wrecking the 
garden. The impromptu treesit lasted 
an hour and a half. The encampment 
member came down after the city 
agencies agreed to meet and discuss 
alternative sites for Nueva Esperanza. 
Although the gardeners and general 
public are now locked out, the gar- 
den is still intact. 

Nueva Esperanza was one of 21 ac- 
tive East Harlem community gardens 
slated for destruction. At the present 
moment, Harlem United Gardeners 
(HUG) has succeeded in negotiating a 
permanent site for one of the threat- 
ened gardens to move to and may 
succeed in saving an adjacent garden. 
Nueva Esperanza and the Garden 
Beautiful have both been evicted but 
are working toward finding suitable 
relocation sites. 


The New York City Department of 
Housing Preservation and Develop- 
ment has given preliminary rights 
to real estate developers for 1 1 of the 
remaining 18 gardens. One of the de- 
velopers, Loewen Group, was. given 
permission to conduct preliminary 
ground tests on five community gar- 
dens, with the stipulation that it re- 
turn everything to its original state. 



Sowing seeds in Nueva Esperanza 
before the eviction 


The developer proceeded to com- 
pletely destroy one of these five gar- 
dens, and it was starting to demolish 
another one when the police arrived 
and made the workers stop. By the 
time the chainsaw was halted, Pueblo 
Unido Community Garden had lost 
a nine-year-old peach tree, a seven- 
year-old apricot tree, a six-year-old 
white pine, an eight-year-old Atlantis 
tree, a two-year-old apple tree, four 
seven-year-old rose bushes, a casita, 
a large tool shed, four planting beds, 
two wooden benches, a barbecue pit, 
a kids' basketball hoop and children's 
toys, in addition to sweat and love. 

This action was so clearly illegal 
that all the concerned city agencies 


and government officials met with 
the gardeners and agreed to pre- 
serve Pueblo Unido, La Cuevita and 
the 110th Street Block Association 
garden, and possibly a fourth. The 
developer has agreed to replace all 
killed and destroyed items, as well as 
erect new iron gate fences and pro- 
vide water and electric utilities for 
the gardens. 

On another front of the communi- 
ty garden struggle, one garden in the 
South Bronx is under threat of evic- 
tion from... the Parks Department! 
In 2004, El Flamboyan, a very ac- 
tive community garden, agreed with 
much heartache to relocate to an 
unused park to allow for new hous- 
ing. The Parks Department allocated 
1 $350,000 of its budget to make up for 
| the loss of the old garden site. Now, 
a without consulting the community 
:f gardeners, the Parks Department has 
| drafted plans to use all that money 
| to take out El Flamboyan and replace 
| it with a park. The gardeners and El 
1 Flamboyan's community support are 
asking for the money to go to their 
community garden, as it was origi- 
nally intended. There is a community 
bulldozer watch, and they have called 
in the state attorney general to ad- 
dress this illegal action by the Parks 
Department. 

There is much a-brewin'! Gardeners 
are organizing both in their neighbor- 
hoods to defend against developers 
and citywide to preserve and enhance 
community gardens. Moreover, they 
are working to create a New York State 
Office of Community Gardens to 
open up fallow state lands and create 
more community gardens. 

For more information, contact 
More Gardens! Coalition, 376 E 
162nd St #2, Bronx, NY 10451; (718) 
585-2109; aresh@moregardens.org; 
www.moregardens.org. 

fessi and Aresh are garden activists 
with the More Gardens! Coalition. 
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On May 4, police unsuccessfully attacked the blockades 
and fought with protesters, resulting in hundreds of inju- 
ries. The demonstrators took a public prosecutor hostage 
and later freed him in exchange for the release of their 
imprisoned comrades. 

The protests were a response to increased mining efforts 
by the UK's Monterrico Metals, which enjoys the strong 
support of the Peruvian government. 


Everglades Earth First! Protests Development 

On March 14, Everglades Earth First! descended on the 
county courthouse in West Palm Beach, Florida, to pro- 
test the proposed construction of a 100,000-home devel- 
opment and a natural-gas-burning power plant. While 
protesters held signs, handed out informational flyers and 
shouted slogans like, "No to urban sprawl," two EFlers 
scaled a nearby building. Having reached the roof, one 
locked down to a billboard. The two 
were eventually removed and ar- nHHHBBQ3|]T 
rested by firefighters and police, who 
charged both with trespassing and gjj 


Banner Drop for Operation 
Backfire Defendants 

On the afternoon of May 15, ac- 
tivists suspended three banners 
from an overpass above Interstate 
5 in Seattle, Washington. The ban- 
ners read: "The State is the Real Ter- 
rorist — No Green Scare," "No Green 
Scare — Fight the State," and "Stop 
the Eco-Roundup — Rebel Solidar- 
ity." The action was undertaken in 
solidarity with the Operation Back- 
fire defendants, who were in court 
that day for a terrorism enhance- 
ment hearing (see page 6). 

Norwich Rising Tide Holds Mock 
Press Conference 

On May 15, the fictitious Coalition for Roads and Prog- 
ress (CRAP) held a press conference in Norwich, England, 
in order to voice its unanimous support for the proposed 
Northern Distributor Road (NDR). The fake press confer- 
ence was the first action by Norwich Rising Tide, a local 
chapter of the international climate change network. 

Surrounded by supporters with signs reading, "Build 
the NDR: Concrete Is Freedom!” and "Spend More Time 
in Your Car,” Dr. Seymour Rhodes testified to the health 
risks posed by walking or cycling versus the benefits of air 
pollution. The developer, I. Sellmore, explained that the 
NDR will create an industrial paradise, while Councilor 
Theresa Gone vowed that the NDR — like all other British 
road projects — will be completed on time and on budget. 


Vivisector's House Vandalized 

In April, the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) targeted - a vacant home 
owned by Audie Leventhal, a neuro- 
biologist at the University of Utah. 

The ALF glued all of the house's locks, 
smashed the front window, spray- 
painted animal-rights slogans on the 
Jacuzzi and poured a salt solution on 
the front lawn to kill the grass. 

In a communique, the ALF stated, "Audie is a ruthlessly 
violent alcoholic. This is a man who has sewn kittens' eye- 
lids shut. This is a man who has experimented on con- 
scious primates. This is a man who has beaten his wife 
within inches of her life.... Audie can rest assured that we 
will be back." 


Everglades EF! billboard lockdown 


Canadian Seal Hunter's Boat Burned 

A boat belonging to seal-hunter Ben Gould burned and 
sank on April 13, in Port au Choix, Newfoundland, Can- 
ada. The boat had recently returned from a seal hunt on 
the northern Atlantic ice, had been restocked and was pre- 
paring to sail again. 

Although the fire has not been claimed, Captain Paul 
Watson of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society points 
out, "It is obvious that the vessel was a target of opportuni- 
ty. Boats just don't catch fire in the middle of the night by 
accident. .. This event is nothing if not good news for the 
seals. Many lives will be spared because of this sinking." 

This year, the Canadian government supported the 
hunting of 275,000 seal pups, despite the fact that record 
warm weather inhibited the formation of sea ice and deci- 
mated seal nurseries. 


Australian Forest Defenders Block Logging 

A dozen forest defenders assembled a treesit on May 21, 
in order to block logging in Tasmania's Weld Valley. The 
emergency treesit was initiated after the notorious log- 
ging corporation Gunns Ltd. began felling 200-year-old 
eucalyptus trees along the border of the Tasmanian World 
Peruvian Anti-Mining Protesters Heritage Area (see EF!f May-June 2007). 

Blockade Roads The loggers were predictably unhappy about the action, 

Farmers in Piura, a state in northern Peru, blockaded ma- and one threatened three female activists with a knife and 
jor mine-access roads on the night of May 2, demanding the tried to cut the treesit's safety line. Although some of the 
suspension of mining in the state's alpine forests and pla- activists were arrested that afternoon, they had successful- 
teaus. They also demanded the creation of a no-mining and ly stopped that day's logging, and others remained behind 
protected habitat zone for the endangered mountain tapir. to continue the action. 

July-August 2007 Earth First! Page 23 



BY HAYDUKE 

Disclaimer: Neither the author nor the Journal, nor any of 
our friends, family, neighbors, lovers or pets, necessarily en- 
courage anyone to do the things discussed below, and the con- 
tents should not be legally construed as anything other than 
mindless entertainment. We do not encourage anyone to hurt 
our precious, giant, Earth-destroying machines. Please stay at 
home and buy the largest TV you can put on credit at the local 
Mall-Wart or rental center. 

There is a bumper sticker that states, "Without trucking, 
America stops" — a pleasant thought for you anarchists out 
there, right? But if you analyze the statement further, you 
see an unintended solution to exploitative practices. Some 
will argue that property destruction accomplishes noth- 
ing. I feel that it accomplishes more than arguing. 

To truly cripple an engine or vehicle, you must know 
how it is repaired — its inner workings and its weak points. 
If you have no idea what something is, research it. Why 
carry multiple tools into the field when a few will get the 
job done, and why risk your ass and personal freedom by 
having the wrong tool or not really causing any damage? 

There is a contingent of folks who are quite happy with 
hammer-and-chisel sabotage, and that definitely has its 
place. But what hammer will work? Where do you strike 
for the most damage? What will shut a vehicle down? 
Where can you use your bolt cutters for the best result? 

The engine is the heart of the beast, the favored target 
and often the most protected part of any piece of machin- 
ery. The internal combustion engine is a highly complex 
piece of engineering. Most engines are designed with ex- 
tremely small tolerances — we're talking thousandths of an 
inch — before major damage occurs. Their proper function- 
ing depends on everything staying within specification. 
Engines contain hundreds to thousands of moving parts. 
The designers of these machines usually put the most vul- 
nerable and expensive parts of their engines within easy 
reach of almost everyone. 


A word of caution: The modern engine contains harm- 
ful chemicals that can poison wildlife, waterways and soil. 
Handle with care. 

Air Filter 

Engines need clean air to breathe. This is why engineers 
added air filters. Without the filter, debris could enter the 
engine and severely damage it. There are sensors that will 
tell the computer how much air is entering the system or 
if the filter is clogged. There is nothing currently installed 
that will give any indication that the filter has been re- 
moved or that debris was placed behind the filter. Remov- 
ing the filter will cause the most damage, easily costing 
thousands of dollars, and running an engine without a 
filter will void the engine warranty. 



As for adding debris, large pebbles will destroy the turbo 
blades and shut the equipment down quickly, but they 
do less damage to the engine. For the most bang for your 
time, fine sand or dirt is, by far, the best. 

What it takes to remove an air filter: Usually, air filters 
found in the engine compartment have two to four clips 
holding the filter lid on. I recommend a flathead screw- 
driver to pop the clips. Remember that the clips are un- 
der tension and can hit your fingers when released (don't 
leave DNA evidence; it hurts). If the filter is external, like 
those big silver cans you see on semis, the nuts that hold 
the filter in are almost always 9/16 inch. 

Heavy equipment often has two filters, a large white fil- 
ter and a smaller one inside. Removing the smaller one, 
adding debris and replacing the large filter will still cause 
a good deal of damage and get past even the most anal 
operator. 

Note: 9/16 inch is also the size of the battery cable bolts 
on damn near every semi or large piece of equipment. 
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Oil 

Engines need oil to move. Without clean oil, parts rub 
and get hot. If the engine gets hot enough, the moving 
parts stop moving and become locked together. In the 
shop, we call these engines "boat anchors." Unless you 
have some large containers, it is not smart to drain the oil. 
Tractor-trailers and mid-sized heavy equipment can con- 
tain 11 or more gallons of oil. Why dump that much oil 
into the environment when adding items to the oil is so 
much easier? 

Adding bleach will destroy the oil's ability to lubricate, 
and the engine will seize up very quickly. Water does not 
compress and can damage numerous areas in the engine, 
and it is often available on site. 

If one were to go to a lot of trouble, hydraulic oil is not 
meant to be used as a lubricant in engines. The engine 
oil could be drained, replaced with hydraulic fluid, and 
the engine oil used to top off the hydraulic tank. To my 
knowledge, this has never been attempted, but it would 
certainly void the warranty for the engine and possibly for 
the hydraulic systems as well. 

Fun fact: Caterpillar extended-life coolant will turn oil 
into play dough at approximately a 50/50 mix. This mix is 
really only practical on smaller engines. However, because 
Caterpillar tests the oil at every oil change, the presence of 
any antifreeze in the oil will probably cause the machine 
to be taken out of service and brought in for repair. Simply 
remove a little antifreeze and add it to the engine. 

In some instances, carrying fluids or empty containers 
is impractical. If you are hiking, a small bag of brass, mag- 
netic metal or copper filings added to the oil will cause 
very little damage, but it will indicate, when the vehicle is 
serviced, that something major has started to fail, causing 
expensive repairs. 

Dry-flake mashed potatoes or rice will cook and expand 
in hot oil. 

What it takes to gain access: The oil fill is almost always 
on the driver's (left) side of the engine. For smaller en- 
gines, the fill cap will be on the valve cover just as in most 


cars on the road today. There are exceptions for certain 
large-equipment types. The oil drain is typically on the 
right-hand side of the engine at the bottom of the sump, 
the lowest part of the pan. It is a pain in the ass to wrench 
a drain plug free unless you have a large cheater bar. And, 
unless you can contain more than 10 gallons of oil, leave 
the pan alone. To save itself from damage, any engine 
built after the mid-1980s will shut off when the "low oil" 
sensor is triggered. 

Antifreeze 

Most engines will shut down without coolant in the ra- 
diator, even before damage occurs. However, if the cool- 
ant is present but the radiator is clogged, then the engine 
will run until it cracks the head or the operator shuts it 
down. An observant operator will usually catch this before 
the head cracks. However, rice, antifreeze or excessive leak 
stop will cause this to occur. 

There is a drain valve on the passenger side of most 
radiators, and there will be a lot of fluid in there that is 
poisonous to wildlife, so use caution. If the tank is cold 
enough to hold your hand against for a few seconds, then 
the cap is safe to open. 

Grease Points (Zerts) 

Every point on a vehicle that pivots or rotates has grease. 
Without this slick sludge, major damage occurs. The best 
option for you is to get a grease gun for less than $15 and 
mix your own version of grease. Fine grit polishing pow- 
der or sand works well. 

Note: Wrap a piece of cloth around the tip of the gun 
when transporting, or your pack will be a mess. 

These are just some methods for dealing with engines. 
This information is not secret. If you share a beer with a 
sympathetic diesel tech, she or he may even tell you many 
things not contained here! 

Hayduke's fun suggestions for playing with heavy machinery 
will continue in future issues of fire Journal. 
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Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


all rights reserved 
to the authors 


Dlmlnlshmont of the Stan 
and No 

As a boy we had kerosene lamps and lanterns 
I would follow my dad along the meandering path 
to the bam by the light of a swinging lantern 

Nights were magic then with the vault of the 
sky encrusted with thousands of stars 

On hot summer nights we lay on quilts gazing at the star lit sky 

In 1950 rural electricity came to 

the Cherokee Strip and every house 

got electricity and each farm had two yard lights 

Every farmstead was lit up 
If there was a purpose to yard lights 
it was to sell more electricity. Progress? 

The stars were blotted out 

except for a few of the brightest 

1 don’t know when I started missing them 

We huddle with artificial friends hiding from 
the night bathed in ubiquitous electric light 
cocooned in the glow of video screens 

Moonlight and starlight became unimportant 
to us in our technological distractions 
unaware of the heat nightmare to come 

Lately I went camping in the furthest reach of the panhandle 
Stumbling out of the tent at night 1 was stunned 
by the countless stars undiminished here 

The universe is still alive and gleaming 
It is us that are only half alive 

existing in a circumscribed world of our own making 
— Sid Bridges 


Shooting Stars 

Staying with dear friends 
in a cabin on a lake 
in the northern Wisconsin woods 
After night falls 

we get to feeling especially good 

So we decide to jump into the boat 

& row towards 

the middle of the lake 

until we can take in as much of 

this wide open night sky as possible 

Gazing up I see stars in abundance 
clustered like bunches of grapes on fire 
1 hear my friend’s voice saying “Look! 

There’s a shooting star!” 

But it’s gone by the time my eyes can get there 
Only a few minutes later however 
we all see one & then another 
What’s going on here? 

Is this the start of the end of the universe? 

Are we seeing things? 

We get to wondering about the shooting suns 

that are the centers 

of their own solar systems 

Now dashed into oblivion in streaks of light 

What of the destroyed worlds 

&. their natural beauty? 

What of the unique life forms? 

What of the cultures & civilizations? 

We feel we’ve been drawn 
to witness this colossal ruin 

The next day we drive towards town 

& at a combination gas station 

grocery store & bait shop we buy a paper 

in which we read 

not of the wreck of solar systems 

but of the best ways to view the annual 

meteor shower that began last night 

— Steve Toth 


Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 

POBox 14501 
Berkeley CA 94712-5501 
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Fragment 

you’re a hundred-foot 
fragrant green cloudsweeper 
on a mountain top when 
one day you’re ripped 
from the grip of God 

and a turn 

of the wheel 
takes you down 
to a mill 

reincarnated 

you’re a hundred-centimeter 
dead yellow stick 
in the grip of a man , 
sweeping up the sawdust 
of your relatives 

— Richard Arnold 


Twig Stovo 

Twig stove is a declaration 
Of solidarity against the oil industry 
And a lesson in solar power. 

On vacation from the so-called civilized world 
I cook my food 
Over the twig fire 

Which can be fanned with a D battery 
Renewed by a solar charger. 

The twigs, too, are solar powered 

As even the towering grandmother of white pines 

Feeds on the sun for enormity. 

Deafening pagan choir of frogs 
Raised on solar power, 

Mergansers and their migration, 
solar powered, 

Me, the beavers, mammals everywhere 
Feeding on the sun at one end or another 
Even my carnivore cat 
Likes his greens unprocessed sometimes. 

All leaves changing color 

All currents shifting 

So down below the sun’s light 

Life may know about solar power one day 

All one through the sun. 

I can’t say all life comes from the sun 
But I will say much death comes from oil 
Which comes after dark ages 
Of not knowing the sun’s pulse. 

— Jenny McBride 


Chicago Cab: 
Coyote 

In the news today, 
a Coyote 
showed up 
in Chicago’s Loop 

in the middle of 
a Quizno’s franchise 
No mention 
of whether 
canis latrans 
was there 

for a Smokehouse Brisket 

or because 
the Songdog 
was stepping out of 
dreamtime 

letting us know 
that cities 
as we know them 
are finished 

Studs Terkel, cigar in mouth, 
would probably get it 

This is the new Chicago 
the new everywhere 

weather’s berserk 
our leaders insane 

only the Tricksters 
can save us 
now 

Pray — and pray again 

for a Coyote 

in your 

sandwich 

shop 

— mlw 

4/07 



Unsustainable 

Activism 



BY DR. HYENA 

Of course activism can eat you; and yes, so can parent- 
hood or a career or art. But let's focus on activism, espe- 
cially for those of us who live and breathe our activism 
with a fierce, selfless idealism and devotion. 

In a renewed effort to open an overdue discussion, I ask 
that you please consider this barrage of invasive, offensive 
and loaded questions. 

Is this you? 

Do you wake up in the morning feeling ashamed of 
your privileges, responsible for the misdeeds of your pre- 
decessors, guilty for each unit of your consumption and 
sony for your incarnation in a toxic and disposable "First- 
World" society? 

Do you pause at your refrigerator door to properly an- 
guish over magnet-held images of starving babies, pros- 
tituted children or bowel-churning satellite photos of 
grievous wounds torn in the Earth? 

And when you open that fridge, do the foods that you 
somberly remove excite and thrill you? Or do they sim- 
ply fill you without violating your political taboos? That 
is, are you eating what you're eating because of what it 
is? Or are you eating what you're eating because of what 
it isn't? 

Do you curse the vehicle that transports you to where 
you're going, promising yourself you will upgrade to the 
most eco-friendly alternative as soon as you can do a ton 
of research on it, get the necessary large sums of money 
and learn to be an able mechanic? In the meantime, do 
you make sure to agonize over the fossil fuels and pol- 
lutants burnt and spewed while you travel as best you 
can today? 

Are you alienated from colleagues and co-workers be- 
cause they assume you pass judgment on their lifestyles, 
whether you speak it or not? Do you occupy that lone- 
some, self-appointed position in the workplace that labels 
you as the Other, the Weird, the Dissatisfied, the Masoch- 
ist, the Malcontent, the Disapprover? Do you struggle 
with your employers over how much you will compro- 
mise yourself to keep the job you hate, to earn the money 
you hate, to pay the bills you hate, to live in the sprawl or 


industry you hate, so you can fight the corporations and 
the laws you hate? 

And then, weary from another day's anger and ten- 
sion, do you attend another activist meeting, because 
you can't respect yourself if you go home to rest instead? 
Sitting in a circle of agreeing minds, do you squash down 
that little voice that cries up that you're doing too much 
already? Do you volunteer again and again despite the 
resulting chill in your gut, your body's familiar fear of be- 
ing under-slept and over-stressed again, because you feel 
that if you don't, no one will? Or do you take on more 
than you should in order to rescue another work-horse 
from committing to more than they can handle? 

In order to continue in this manner, do you use your 
fear of failure, your rage against injustice and your always- 
replaceable-deadline stress as if they were fuels? 

Me too. How long do you reckon we can get away with 
it? Will we hold out long enough to realize our goals? Will 
we just keel over dead some busy afternoon, or will we 
fade out real slow, feeling like burdens? 

Make no mistake about it, activism can eat us alive, but 
only if we feed ourselves to it willingly... which is what 
we do. 

The Movement, you see, has a way of becoming an en- 
tity unto itself, in the same way a corporation does. It is 
more than the sum of the people involved; it is also less 
than that. This entity lacks compassion, pity or even con- 
cern for the limitations of its human components. It sits 
at the center of our circle, its many eyes searching each of 
us for promises and offerings of ourselves to be laid before 
it. We can compete to sacrifice more of ourselves, to ne- 
glect ourselves worse than each other for the greater good, 
and still hardly whet its appetite. 

If you are interested in being a martyr for the cause, 
the Movement accepts martyrs, fried in the oil of self- 
deprecation and served perhaps with a tepid white guilt 
sauce, hmmm? Yes, the Movement will accept all that you 
can wring out of yourself and ask for more. It will spend 
your paycheck, trash your car, move into your home, 
chase off your lover, eat all your food, throw out your hob- 
bies, alienate your friends, scare your family and consume 
your health. 
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If you allow it to; if you offer more than you can spare, 
hoping that the ravenous appetite seated at your table will 
politely leave enough for you to get by on. 

Do not depend upon this hungry guest to mind its man- 
ners sufficiently to allow for your needs. Our campaign is 
not a genteel being; it is not even housebroken. We called 
this thing up from the Ouija board of our combined frus- 
trations, and now we must interact with it accordingly, 
carefully. All fingers and toes kept well away from its rows 
of gnashing teeth. 

Yes, the campaign is a monster. A big, beautiful, danger- 
ous beast. We have us a tiger by the tail. That's what we 
asked for: a great fiend to sic on our enemies, the better to 
torment and topple them. Our Baby. 

So what can we do to make the best of it? Maybe we can 
acknowledge this situation and begin to work consciously 
with the entity we have invoked. Maybe we can start by 
working consciously with our own selves, cultivating ful- 
fillment through pursuits that recharge us in our personal 
lives. In the hours between causes, can we focus on em- 
bracing what we love about ourselves and life on Earth? 
Then we might go to the next meeting aware of how much 
(more) we can afford to contribute to tasks for the cause. 

Perhaps we can acknowledge that the Movement, by 
its nature, cannot become dependent upon the contribu- 
tions of a single person. That indeed, to allow any group's 
campaign to become so is akin to sabotage, however well- 
intentioned the work-horse may be. When the stoic old 
pony drops dead in front of the plow, leaving the rest of 
us without the skills to carry on, hir indirect disservice to 
the cause (albeit selfless and noble) will show as clearly as 
hir contributions. 

I posit that we can grow up a bit by facing the fact that 
our first environmental responsibility is to the fine human 
animal that we get to ride around in. When we neglect 
that, our outside contributions devalue drastically. We can 
admit that it is reasonable and morally sound to attend to 
this most dependable and loyal being first. No other being 
has always been there for us, and still remains so, as this 
one has and does. This being endures all it can in devotion 


to our wishes, despite incomparable feats of abuse and 
neglect — cruelties that we'd never inflict upon any other 
creature. And we are useless to any cause without it. 

The campaign that will succeed is one in which those 
involved are discovering sustainable resources that can 
replenish, energize and nourish their bodies and spirits. 
They will then become conscious of the quantities they 
can afford to share of themselves for the best reasons, 
and they can prioritize their own health and well-being 
through active, loving self-respect. This recipe may well 
cook up a campaign that can't be stopped. 

Or, in these treacherous parts and times, we can step out 
of this conversation and slip again into all-encompassing 
guilt and shame for the shortsighted misdeeds of our an- 
cestors, families, society, race, gender or privileged groups. 
We can choose to focus always on the big wrongs in order 
to ignore the costs of neglecting our own lives, health and 
relationships. We can surrender it all now to a cause, for 
however long it lasts. We can age prematurely and rapidly 
deteriorate, embittered by sacrificed lifetimes in the wake 
of unrealized goals. We can stay visible in the fight, just 
waiting to "go down swingin'" with the good guys in the 
end, having finally given up hope of success and settling 
for underdogs' bragging rights in the hereafter. We can 
finish ourselves off with abuse, neglect and despair before 
all the pollution and war and corruption gets a chance to 
do us in. 

Or, we can work to win — we can get our lives and our 
planet restored, united and coevolving. We can work 
with a conscious awareness of what we can spare and 
what we will select to spend that on. We can contribute 
the quality of energy that finds favor with justice and ris- 
es superior to struggle, generated by a holistic approach 
to personal responsibility that begins with an active rev- 
erence for the self. 

It's not too late. Want to? 

dr. hyena is a channeled amateur physician and has served 
as "sign a waiver sawbones" on some of the finest scavenger 
vessels afloat. He is currently losing his grip on the third dimen- 
sion entirely, somewhere in southern Appalachia. 
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by Scott Parkin 

The global climate crisis is here. In 
2005, Hurricane Katrina submerged 
New Orleans under water. The subse- 
quent social and ecological crisis that 
unfolded on Middle America's tele- 
vision screens created a watershed 
moment for the global warming and 
climate justice movements. Faced 
with a new wave of "green conscious- 
ness," corporate and political power- 
holders have taken decisive action to 
stem a rising tide of climate activism: 
A1 Gore made a movie, auto makers 
promote fuel-efficient concept cars 
(while continuing to mass-produce 
gas guzzlers), and corporations 
have hired the best public rela- 
tions firms that money can buy 
to promote a new greenwash. 

Wall Street is getting in on the 
action as well; large banks like 
Bank of America, Citi (formerly 
Citibank), Credit Suisse, Gold- 
man Sachs, JPMorgan Chase, 
Lehman Brothers, Merrill Lynch, 
Morgan Stanley and Wells Fargo 
are promising to invest in revers- 
ing catastrophic climate change, 
but at the same time fund King 
Coal from the cradle to the grave 
with billions of dollars. 

Mountaintop removal coal 
mining, while devastating local com- 
munities and ecosystems through a 
brutal extraction process, fuels the 
global climate crisis (see EF!J Novem- 
ber-December 2004). Throughout 
Appalachia, ravenous coal compa- 
nies are literally exploding the tops 


off of mountains for seams of coal. 
To date, almost 500 mountains have 
been destroyed by the coal industry. 
Mountaintop removal has cut down 
seven percent of Appalachian forests 
and buried more than 1,200 miles of 
rivers and streams with debris and 
waste. Appalachian culture faces ex- 
tinction at the hands of corrupt coal 
companies. Families and commu- 
nities have been driven from their 
homes and lands with floods, land- 
slides and blasting. 

On the combustion side, coal-fired 
power plants are the largest, dirtiest 
source of electricity on the planet, re- 
sponsible for more greenhouse gases 


than any other source. More than 
150 new coal-fired power plants are 
projected to come online in the US 
over the next 15 years — plants that 
will use outdated pulverized coal 
technology and pump more than 
600 million tons of carbon dioxide 


into the atmosphere each year. That's 
more than the annual emissions of 
95 percent of the world's countries. 

Furthermore, global warming — 
which is caused by these emissions — 
is also a human rights issue, since 
it produces compromised health 
conditions, financial burdens, and 
social and cultural disruption. These 
adverse impacts fall most heavily on 
traditionally marginalized and im- 
poverished communities — dispropor- 
tionately people of color — in the US 
as well as the Global South. 

The Coal Rush Is On! 

The US's biggest banks fund ram- 
pant community destruction 
and climate destabilization with 
blatant disregard for the effects 
^ of their behavior. The world's 
| largest bank, Citi, has its finger- 
| prints all over coal extraction 
| and utility projects in the US. 
| As Rainforest Action Network's 
f (RAN) Jennifer Krill states, "You 
£ can't turn over a piece of coal 
I in this country without find- 
? ing a Citi brand on it." Despite 
| years of pressure on climate is- 
sues, Citi refuses to shift its in- 
vestment portfolio and stop 
funding global warming. Other 
banks are no less culpable, as re- 
cord profits are being made off the 
US's fossil fuel addiction. The banks 
then invest a fraction of that money 
in renewables and energy efficiency 
in a token attempt to appear ecologi- 
cally conscious. For example, Citi 
has vowed to invest $50 billion over 



Billionaires for Coal march in San Francisco. 
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10 years in fighting global warming, 
but it has $1.9 trillion in assets, and 
funds the energy and utility sectors 
with many more billions of dollars 
every year. 

Here are some particularly egregious 
examples of Wall Street's dirty deals: 

•Coal extractor Massey Energy is 
the poster child of mountaintop re- 
moval. Influencing a corrupt politi- 
cal process with millions of dollars in 
contributions, harassing activists with 
violence and operating with no re- 
gard for worker or community safety, 
Massey's CEO Don Blankenship holds 
sway over West Virginia's political and 
geological landscape like a 19th Cen- 
tury coal baron. In 2006, RAN suc- 
cessfully pressured 
Wells Fargo into 
severing a $175 mil- 
lion loan to Massey. 

Bank of America 
has replaced Wells 
in the loan. Citi and 
Goldman Sachs also 
have long-standing 
ties to Massey. 

•In 2006, Texas- 
based utility com- 
pany TXU proposed 
building 1 1 coal- 
fired power plants, 
which would have 
emitted 78 mil- 
lion tons of carbon dioxide per year. 
Citi, Merrill Lynch and Morgan Stan- 
ley stepped forward to arrange the 
project's financing, despite intense 
pressure and scrutiny from a broad 
spectrum of critics. In February, a con- 
sortium of private equity firms made 
an offer to buy out TXU for $45 billion. 
Part of this proposed buyout included 
scrapping eight of those plants, but 
TXU still plans at least three coal-fired 
plants. The new co-owners of TXU 
will include Citi, JPMorgan Chase, 
Goldman Sachs, Lehman Brothers 
and Morgan Stanley. 

•Florida Power and Light (FPL) is try- 
ing to build four new coal-fired power 
plants across Florida (see £F//May-June 
2007). One of the dirtiest will be in 
Glades County, in the heart of the Ev- 
erglades' fragile ecosystem. This plant 
will emit carbon dioxide, sulfur diox- 
ide, nitrogen oxide, soot and mercury. 
In March, Bank of America and Citi 
helped FPL finance $2.5 billion dollars 
toward new construction costs. 


Stepping Up the Pressure: 

No New Coal 

RAN has called for a moratorium 
on the funding of new coal. Last year, 
RAN began this process by working 
in solidarity with Appalachian allies, 
such as Coal River Mountain Watch 
and Mountain Justice Summer, to 
stop mountaintop removal and strip 
mining. In April 2006, RAN targeted 
Wells Fargo's annual shareholders 
meeting in San Francisco, California, 
calling on the bank to stop funding 
Massey Energy, among other environ- 
mentally destructive projects. Outside 
the meeting, more than 80 activists 
picketed and performed street theater. 
Inside, RAN activists read testimonies 


about the struggle for mountain jus- 
tice to the shareholders and the board 
of directors. Over the Summer, RAN 
continued its pressure tactics with 
grassroots organizing and media out- 
reach. In August 2006, Wells Fargo 
dropped Massey from its client rolls. 

Our solidarity work has continued 
as we support community activists in 
the Marsh Fork Elementary struggle, 
including an impromptu visit to West 
Virginia Governor Joe Manchin at a 
breakfast with more than 400 chil- 
dren's letters from around the world 
calling on him to move the school 
(see EF!J May-June 2007). 

TXU's dangerous proposal to cook 
the climate with 11 new coal-fired 
power plants galvanized RAN's No 
New Coal campaign as we initiated 
online, media and grassroots actions 
against three lead sponsors: Citi, Mer- 
rill Lynch and Morgan Stanley. In 
April, in New York City, RAN activists 
posing as Billionaires for Coal attempt- 
ed to deliver coal to the corporate 


headquarters of Merrill Lynch, before 
being escorted out by the New York 
Police Department. The three banks 
were targeted with street actions in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston, 
Washington, Houston, Portland and 
other cities. Near Austin, Texas, RAN 
worked with local organizers earlier 
this year to host a climate action 
camp that highlighted climate jus- 
tice and TXU. More than 200 Texas 
activists participated in skillshares 
and a program that included speakers 
from the coalfields of Kentucky and 
affected communities in New Mexico 
and Texas. After the camp, a number 
of participants occupied the lobby of 
TXU's legislative offices in Austin. 

RAN broadened 
the campaign to 
include numerous 
Wall Street banks' 
funding of more 
than 150 new coal- 
fired power plants 
across the US. On 
April 13, it targeted 
them with street 
actions and office 
visits all over the 
country. In April, 
RAN attended the 
shareholders meet- 
ings of Bank of 
America, Merrill 
Lynch and Wells Fargo, questioning 
them about their involvement in coal 
and climate change. RAN is also being 
contacted by scores of bank customers 
and shareholders who want to cancel 
their bank accounts and cut up their 
credit cards. 

Over the next few months, RAN will 
narrow the No New Coal campaign to 
one or two of the biggest financiers of 
coal. RAN's grassroots activities will 
center on their refusal to divest from 
the dirtiest climate-burning coal proj- 
ects. Experts have given us less than 
10 years to lessen the US's carbon 
footprint by 80 to 90 percent. Work- 
ing with grassroots activists and allies, 
RAN will turn up the pressure on Wall 
Street to help reach this goal. 

For more information, visit www. 
dirtymoney.org. To join or start a lo- 
cal campaign to stop new coal, con- 
tact Scott at sparkin@ran.org. 

Scott Parkin is a grassroots organizer 
on Rainforest Action Network's Global 
Finance Campaign. 
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by Kevin Smith 

Tackling climate change was at the top of the agenda at 
this year's Group of Eight (G8) summit in Heiligendamm, 
Germany. But the carbon trading schemes promoted by 
the world's eight most powerful countries are deferring 
genuine climate action, while generating massive profits 
for the largest polluters. 

The hegemony of the G8 in international forums such 
as the United Nations Framework Convention of Climate 
Change means that global climate policy is being chosen 
for its compatibility with the existing economic system 
rather than its effectiveness in 
reducing emissions. 

Carbon trading is central 
to this approach. It turns the 
Earth's carbon-cycling capac- 
ity into property to be bought 
or sold in a global market. This 
use of market forces to address 
environmental problems takes 
two forms. Firstly, governments 
allocate permits to big indus- 
trial polluters, who then trade 
these "rights to pollute. 

Secondly, surplus carbon 
credits are gener- 
ated from carbon 
offset projects 
that claim to 
reduce or 
avoid emis- 
sions in other 

locations, usually in southern countries. 

These credits may be purchased to make up 
for any shortfall in permits. Under the Kyoto 
Protocol, such offset projects are carried out in 
the Global South through the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) or in northern countries through 
Joint Implementation. 

The market is growing enormously. A World Bank re- 
port valued it at $21.5 billion for the first three quarters 
of 2006. 

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair was widely 
praised for bringing the heads of state of Brazil, China, In- 
dia, Mexico and South Africa to the negotiating table, and 
it was with these countries that the G8+5 Climate Dia- 
logue was launched. The dialogue brings senior legislators 
together with international business leaders, civil society 


representatives and opinion leaders to discuss a post-2012 
climate change agreement, with the aim of reaching a 
consensus on a statement at the G8 2008 Japan summit. 

The G8+5 summit has mandated the World Bank to help 
create a framework for climate change management, clean 
energy and sustainable development. This is in spite pf the 
fact that the World Bank is part of the climate problem. 
Since the UN Climate Convention was signed at the Rio 
Earth Summit in 1992, the Bank Information Center cal- 
culates that the World Bank has single-handedly financed 
more than $25 billion in fossil fuel-based projects. 

The World Bank's solution is carbon trading, which 
creates a clear conflict of inter- 
est in that it is also the larg- 
est public broker of carbon 
purchases, with over $1 bil- 
lion in its carbon credit port- 
folio. It generates a great 
deal of revenue for itself 
by receiving a percent- 
age commission on all 
the carbon credits it pur- 
chases. Through its influ- 
ence in political processes 
like the G8+5 meetings, it 
has actively lobbied 
to make the CDM 
a more attractive 
proposition for 
investors and 
less effec- 
tive in terms 
of actually 
reducing emissions. 

Carbon Trading Won't Work 

The G8 and free-market environmentalists 
have been at the forefront of championing a 
rosy narrative of "win-win" scenarios, where the 
quest to maximize corporate profits can go hand in 
hand with addressing the climate crisis. But this is largely 
an act of faith, as there is no evidence that climate change 
can be tackled while maintaining an economic growth pat- 
tern based on the ever-increasing extraction and consump- 
tion of fossil fuels. 

Carbon trading encourages the industries most dependent 
on coal, oil and gas to delay shifting away from fossil fuels. 
There is little incentive to implement expensive plans for 
long-term structural change if you can get by in the short 
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term by buying pollution rights and cheap carbon credits. Yet 
for G8 countries seeking to demonstrate their commitment 
to climate action, the inherent problems of carbon trading 
are swept aside in favor of a system that sustains the econom- 
ic dominance of the most powerful industrialized nations. 

The G8 Nations and 
Emissions Trading 

Since the start of 2005, 

France, Germany, Italy 
and the UK have been 
participating in the Eu- 
ropean Union Emissions 
Trading Scheme (EU-ETS), 
the biggest experiment 
yet in carbon trading 
and the harbinger of 
a global carbon trad- 
ing market that will 
begin in 2008. The 
EU-ETS works on 
a "cap and trade" 
basis. The amount of 
permissible carbon -pol- 
lution is divided up 
between industrial lo- 
cations (installations) 
across Europe — this 
is the "cap" part. 

If any installation 
goes over its limit, 
it must purchase 
the equivalent 
amount of permits 
on the market, and 
conversely, if an installation is under its limit, it can sell its 
shortfall on the market — this is the "trade" part. 

The first phase of the scheme has been a disaster. Because 
of corporate lobbying, almost all of the EU governments 
made pollution caps too high. In 2005, the first year of 
trading, the relevant industries across Europe emitted 73 
million tons less than the cap that had been allocated. This 
meant that the cap was effectively meaningless; it had not 
forced any net emissions reductions. 

These over-allocations have resulted in windfall profits 
for the biggest polluters who, in successfully exaggerating 
their need for emissions allowances, received enormous 
amounts of permits that they could then profitably sell. 
The companies also made money by passing on the nomi- 
nal "market costs" of these free permits to consumers. The 
German Environment Minister has claimed that the four 
biggest European power producers— Eon, RWE, Vattenfall 
and EnBW — have profited from this to the tune of $8 bil- 
lion to $11 billion. 

As the most energy-efficient country in the industri- 
alized world, Japan is struggling to meet its Kyoto com- 
mitment of keeping emissions at six percent below 1990 
levels. Currently, they are eight percent higher than 1990 
levels. Consequently, Japan is heavily committed to using 
carbon trading to make up for the shortfall. The Japanese 
government set aside $45.9 million in its 2006 budget to 


purchase carbon credits from abroad, and has approved 
some 41 predominantly CDM projects in countries such 
as Malaysia, India, South Korea, Indonesia, China and 
Vietnam, with even more such projects on the way. 

Canada's conservative government has been 
making disgruntled noises about its Kyoto 
commitment. Environment Minister Rona 
Ambrose has stated that the target 
levels are "impossible" and 
that the CDM is little 
more than a recipe for 
corruption and 
wasted money. 

The collapse 
of Russia's 
economy during 
the 1990s has led 
to a slump in emis- 
sions, at one point 
reaching 40 percent 
below 1990 levels. 
This has resulted in 
Russia having a huge 
supply of surplus 
carbon credits that it 
can sell to other countries 
when the global emissions 
market opens for business in 
2008 — but these have been 
created by external circum- 
stances rather than by the 
country having implement- 
ed any sort of energy effi- 
ciency or renewable energy 
measures, an example of 
how emissions trading can be profitably exploited with no 
sustainable action to tackle climate change. Not surpris- 
ingly, Russia has been enthusiastic about its opportunities 
to profit from emissions trading. One World Bank estimate 
suggests that it could profit by $11 billion under Kyoto. 

George Bush famously refused to ratify the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol in 2001, so the US is not taking part in emissions 
trading in order to meet any domestic compliance targets 
at the national level. Yet several private initiatives, includ- 
ing the Chicago Climate Exchange, are trading in offset 
credits. With the recent Democratic takeover of Con- 
gress, the US’s attitude toward emissions trading looks set 
to change. Ten US corporations, including DuPont and 
General Electric, have joined with green groups to form 
the US Climate Action Partnership, which is urging Bush 
and Congress to create a carbon market for the US. At the 
2007 World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, chief 
executives of European and US power and industrial com- 
panies said that the US needs to lead the way in setting up 
a global carbon emissions trading regime. 

Kevin Smith is a researcher with Carbon Trade Watch, which 
is a project of the Transnational Institute. He is the co-author 
of "Hoodwinked in the Hothouse: The G8, Climate Change 
and Free Market Environmentalism, " and author of "The Car- 
bon Neutral Myth: Offset Indulgences for Your Climate Sins," 
which you can download from www.carbontradewatch.org. 
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V CULTURE FOR THE inTERRRTIOnRL TRRUELER... SECURITY CULTURE FO 


TOURIST 
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BY ATLATL 

In the year and a half since the unveiling of Operation 
Backfire, a number of current and former Earth Firstlers 
have been subjected to unusual and targeted harassment 
during international travel or while near the US-Mexico 
border. In some cases, their private or political papers were 
read and photocopied, and they were questioned exten- 
sively about their activist associations. 

After talking with these activists and having some infor- 
mal conversations with a couple of lawyers, I decided to 
put together the following security culture tips for radical 
activists planning trips that may lead to interactions with 
US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officials. 



It's important to mention that these practices should be 
implemented even when you think you have "nothing to 
hide." The same principle that applies to targeted FBI ha- 
rassment applies here — any information that we can deny 
the enemy hampers their capacity to organize counterin- 
surgency tactics against our movements. 

In the interests of full disclosure and covering my ass, 
I need to mention that I am not a lawyer and this article 
does not constitute legal advice. So use your own best 
judgment, eh? 

Your Rights at or Near a Border Crossing 

Hopefully, you already know your rights if stopped by 
cops or feds. What you may not know is that slightly dif- 
ferent rules apply at or near the border. 

First, some terminology. The CBP is the branch of the 
Homeland Security Department that is in charge of en- 
forcing US trade and immigration laws, and the Border 
Patrol is the CBP's mobile law-enforcement arm. The CBP 
also has non-mobile law enforcement agents, whom you 
might encounter at places like airports. 

For the purposes of the law, an "entry point" is any 
place at which people may legally enter the US — such as a 
border crossing or an international airport — regardless of 
how far that location is from the actual physical border. 
The "border," for the purposes of defining where a Border 
Patrol search may take place, refers to the actual physical 
boundary beyond which you are no longer in the US. 

CBP agents do not need a warrant to search you, your 
luggage or your vehicle at an entry point. You have no 
power to withhold consent for such a search. One excep- 
tion to this may be when it comes to personal documents. 
Based on my conversations with lawyers, I believe that 
CBP has no right to read your papers. 

You are required to answer questions about your citizen- 
ship or migration status, and a lawyer told me that you 
"should probably" answer basic questions about where 
you went and what you did on your trip. The key here 
is that CBP is only authorized to make sure that you are 
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legally entitled to enter the US and that you're not smug- 
gling in any prohibited items. 

That means the feds are allowed to make sure that there 
are actually papers (not smuggled items) inside that brief- 
case, but for them to read those papers probably consti- 
tutes an invasion of privacy. Likewise, any particularly 
specific details about your trip (for example, questions 
about who you met with or any protests you might have 
attended, and especially questions unrelated to your trav- 
el or luggage) fall into the category of "I would rather not 
answer, thanks"— just like if a cop asked you those ques- 
tions during a traffic stop. 

Never forget that CBP 
can, and probably will, lie 
to you about what your 
rights are. When one activ- 
ist expressed his reluctance 
to answer CBP's questions, 
he was threatened with 
not being allowed to en- 
ter the country. This threat 
is bullshit. If you are a US 
citizen, CBP cannot legally 
keep you out of the country. 

They can arrest you if you 
have broken the law, but 
that is the extent of their 
authority. I don't know the 
details for non-citizens; if 
you fall into this category, 

I suggest checking with a 
friendly immigration law- 
yer before you travel. 

When the same activist 
asked if he was entitled to 
a lawyer, CBP said no. This 
is another lie. Beyond the 
obligatory answers that I 
already mentioned, you 
should treat questioning 

by CBP just like questioning by any other cop. You are 
not required to answer any of their other questions, and 
you always have the right to have a lawyer present during 
questioning. 

So what happens if CBP starts asking you inappropriate 
questions? You refuse to answer, perhaps telling them that 
their questions are irrelevant or that the answers are none 
of their business. If CBP insists, you should politely re- 
quest to speak to a lawyer. If they try to read your papers, 
politely object that they have no right and clearly state 
your lack of consent. Look at it this way: the worst they 
can do is arrest you, at which point you still have the right 
to remain silent and speak with a lawyer. And even this is 
pretty unlikely, as it's fairly standard police policy to stop 
questioning people once they have unequivocally refused 
to answer. So don't let them intimidate you! 

Near the physical border, your legal protections are even 
stronger. The Border Patrol is allowed to stop and question 


you at any permanent or semi-permanent highway check- 
point within 50 miles of the border to determine if you 
are transporting contraband or undocumented migrants. 
They may not, however, search your vehicle unless they 
have probable cause (i.e., a good reason) to believe that 
you are breaking customs or immigration law. That means 
that when they ask if you mind opening your trunk, you 
can say, "Yes, I mind, and I'm not gonna do it." Likewise, 
you can refuse to answer the same irrelevant questions as 
at an entry point. 

If you're within 50 miles of the border but not at a check- 
point, the rules are more stringent still. Just like cops, la 

migra needs probable 
cause just to pull you over, 
and has no special right 
to question or search you. 
Treat these stops like any 
stop by the cops, keeping 
in mind that Border Pa- 
trol only has jurisdiction 
over customs and migra- 
tion law — they can't write 
you a speeding ticket, 
although they might be 
able to detain you until 
a police officer arrives if 
they really want to. 

Finally, within 50 miles 
of the border, the Border 
Patrol does not need a 
warrant to cross a private 
property line, but they do 
need a warrant to enter a 
residence. 

Preventive 
Security Procedures 

Knowing your rights 
is all well and good, but 
we all know that illegal 
searches happen all the time. So here are a few tips for 
making that CBP search go as smoothly as possible: 

•If you are traveling by plane, get to the airport early. 
You don't want to find out that you’re on a "terrorist 
watch list" and need to go through an hourlong search 20 
minutes before your plane leaves. 

•Do not carry any papers or clothing that might mark 
you out as a radical. Mail all sensitive documents back to 
yourself or to a friend; do not carry them with you! This is 
particularly important if your trip is political in nature, but 
remember that in the interests of a general security culture, 
it's always a good idea to deny the enemy information. 

•Do not carry personal information such as the names 
and addresses of activist contacts. Do not carry personal 
correspondence. Mail that stuff instead. 

•If you are traveling with a laptop, consider mailing the 
battery home separately or taking other measures, such as 

continued on next page 



July-August 2007 Earth First! Page 35 




thing that prevented the federal police from being able to Make sure your cover story is believable. If you are pos- 
read all about exactly what this person had been up to was ing as a tourist, can you convincingly answer questions 
the fact that their laptop battery was dead and they had about where you went and what hotels you stayed at? The 
stowed the power cord in their checked luggage. The cops' questions you get from officials in the country where you 
frustration when they could not get onto that computer did your "tourism" can be surprisingly detailed, especially 
was enough to convince this activist to do the same thing if they are suspicious of you (CBP officials are much less 
on purpose next time! likely, of course, to know anything about the countries 

•Maybe this should go without saying, but for God's that you visited, but it's always a good policy to know more 
sake, do not travel with contraband! If you are a radical details about your cover story than you expect to need), 
activist, you should assume that you will be subjected to The flip side to this is that simple stories are much more 
intense scrutiny at any entry point, and carrying drugs or believable than complex ones. It's perfectly realistic that 
other prohibited items is like begging to be arrested. a US tourist would go to a foreign country, spend m6st of 

•Avoid traveling alone, because it makes you more emo- their time in hotels and bars (maybe visit a famous ruin) 
tionally vulnerable to police pressure tactics. If you must and be able to recount very few details about that trip, 
travel alone, make sure that someone knows your itiner- Finally, whether you are lying or not, be prepared for 
ary and knows to start looking for you or to contact your the cops to play mind games with you. A few of the more 
lawyer if you do not get in touch by a prearranged time, common ones are: acting suspicious of everything you say; 
Even if you never need to put this plan into effect, know- "good cop, bad cop"; claiming that they "already know 
ing that you have it will make you much calmer if the everything" or can find out anyway; claiming that some 
police start making threats. piece of information is "not a big deal"; and asking you why 

•Remember that you may be questioned on either end you're acting so nervous or claiming that your own behav- 
of your trip and that different laws apply in different ior caused them to be suspicious of you in the first place, 
countries. The experiences of the activist with the laptop Don’t let them psych you out. Stay calm, stay silent — 
make it clear that the US government is selectively sharing and above all, be confident in the fact that they can't find 
information with other countries' security forces. This ac- out anything they want to know from the contents of 
tivist was asked very targeted questions in the US ("What your luggage! 

issues have you protested? Have you ever been to Oregon Atlatl hopes that he won't have to leave home for a long, 
or Washington?") and much more general or bizarre ones long time. 
in other countries ("Do you know anyone in Af- 
ghanistan?"). So before leaving a foreign country, V ^'"' 7 -'^ ' """ 

you may want to check with the US Embassy there | 1 . - ^ '■ - jT ,/.< • ■ * v ^ ^ 

(ironic, I know) to find out what your rights are. i ^ 

A Word About Lying ' ( < v iL '-Sk - i A - 

The fact is, it isn’t always a good idea to take a ,. ^ i 

defiant stand about your rights. If you are trying to 1 1 „ . 

pass yourself off as a tourist, quoting the Constitu- x * - * ! o HT , - 

tion may just convince the cops that you are up to ' k, f *1 ' J| < ** ^ * 1 

no good. Use your best judgment; you may have ,.*'»> *. \ I ~ . ' j 

one story for the officials in the foreign country and v ^ , » 1 1 5 • . • ' j 

one for CBP when you get back. - 'I'Yl * * '! > | 

Keep in mind, of course, that it's illegal to lie to a . - - - I \ ' ■ - ” | 

federal official who is engaged in their duties. So if - . J TV \ ■ A ' 

you're going to do it, you need to do it well and not A U * ■ J j jk : ? " $ 

get caught. For those of you who are terrible liars, :j Ms /« ih 

just rest assured that "I don't want to answer” is still j §)td\\ g f ' ^ f! j 

a perfectly valid answer. i li ' JL ^ n 

If you do choose to lie, you need to stick to your s i \\ iT 

story no matter what. It's a common interroga- jj ^ ffl I \ J|\ 

tion technique to keep asking the same question | j j j 

over and over, in the hopes of getting a suspect to j K I 

change their story. Don't fall for this highly effective 

technique! Remember that a ridiculous story that is j 

adhered to obstinately can be more powerful than Aa j 

a complicated truth (just look at the government's 1 . — ■ -1' 
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A Response to Peter 
Young's "Federal 
Prison 101" 


I appreciated Peter Young's . away from a fair 

article on prison (see EF!J s fight. It is better to 

May-June 2007). 1 envy his \ take a bit of a beat- 

quality of food. The vege- ijjgSrA - )) ing than to be a cow- 

tarian options here consist ST ■' . % ard. Fighting back, win 

of beans, rice, and carrot or lose, will earn respect, 

and celery sticks, two meals a If you think weapons 

day, every day of the year. may become involved, you 

Sadly, Young may be wrong about where the majority of have two choices. You can throw away your release date 
our convicted friends will end up doing time. Let's keep and try to stab the fucker first, or you can attack him on 
our fingers crossed that all of our friends end up doing sight every time you see him, never giving him a chance to 
time at a camp. But for those who end up in a maximum get his blade. After a couple of fights like that, the prison 

security prison, like me, life will be very different. will usually declare the two of you enemies, and you'll be 

Prisons get designated maximum security because they permanently separated, 
house the most dangerous offenders and, likewise, are the If you find yourself in a situation where you fear for 

most strict and secure. Nowadays, most maximum secu- your life, you'll have to make a tough decision: fight or go 

rity prisons are not old-school penitentiaries like Oregon into protective custody. Whatever choice you make, don't 

State Penitentiary (OSP), but rather have smaller, more re- snitch; that will only add to your problems, 
stricted units. Nevertheless, violence will be a near-daily Finally, prison rape is real. Like anything, though, if you 
occurrence. refuse to be a victim, you most likely won't become one. 

In my six years at OSP, I have witnessed a murder, mul- Predators prey on those they perceive to be weak, 
tiple stabbings, gang fights, severe beatings and have been I'm certainly not sharing this to scare the shit out of 
in fights myself. Improvised weaponry is a very real threat, people. I honestly don't find doing time to be that hard 
mostly in the form of homemade knives. physically. It's just the state of being locked up that is hard. 

However, it is fairly easy to stay out of trouble and main- One needs to be aware and guarded at all times. Most im- 
tain a healthy air of respect. A fair amount of respect will portantly, remember that if you are locked up for taking 
come to activists simply because we have chosen to fight action, you are a warrior. Not a sign-holding activist — a 
the system. The rest will be earned by carrying yourself warrior. So walk with the heart of a warrior, 
well. Your honor and your word are the only things you P.S. No disrespect to sign-holding activists — I love 
have of value in the joint. Never tarnish them. you people! 

Always be aware of your surroundings. Be aware of any Jeffrey “Free" Luers was sentenced in June 2001, to 22 
tension on the yard. Do one or more gangs have an un- years and eight months for arson at a car dealership and 
usual number of soldiers on the yard today? Is there ra- attempted arson of an oil truck. In February, the court of 
cial tension? appeals reversed this sentence. Luers is currently awaiting re- 

Keep your head up, your back straight, and walk tall. Be sentencing. Write to him at Jeffrey Luers, # 13797671 , OSP, 
about what you say you are about. If you find yourself in a 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. For more informa- 
confrontation, it is OK to try to resolve it, but do not back tion, visit www.freefreenow.org. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regidations are. 

Assume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although many prisoners 
are listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted subscriptions 
for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Joppe Anthonissen, Olivier Van 
Moen and Geert Waegemans, Belgian 
animal rights activists, were found 
guilty in April of assaulting a police 
officer during a demonstration in sup- 
port of Animal Liberation Front pris- 
oners. Anthonissen and Van Moen 
were sentenced to 1 .5 years, and Wae- 
gemans was sentenced to one year. All 
are free on bail pending their appeals. 

•Grant Barnes is free on bail while 
awaiting trail for an alleged series 
of Earth Liberation Front arsons of 
SUVs, one of which was spraypainted 
with the letters "ELF." 

•Madeline Buckler, who had been 
serving two years for sending hate 
mail to a British supplier of guinea 
pigs for vivisection, has been released 
on electronic surveillance. 

•Wayne Bunch, VB7189, HMP Brock- 
hill, Hewell Ln, Redditch, Worcester- 
shire, B97 6RD, UK. Serving one year 
for sending threatening letters to a sup- 
plier of guinea pigs for vivisection. He 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Peter Gelderloos, a US activist and 
EF! Journal contributor, and Javier Ma- 
zas were arrested during a Squatters' 
Assembly demonstration in Spain, on 
April 23. Both are free on bail while 
awaiting trial for "terrorism-related" 
illegal demonstration and public dis- 
order charges. Gelderloos is barred 
from returning to the US until his tri- 
al, which may not start for two years 
or more. For more information, con- 
tact shigmagism@yahoo.com. 

•Zachary Running Wolf is free on 
bail while awaiting trial for alleged- 
ly threatening an officer and resist- 
ing arrest in relation to the Save the 
Oaks campaign at the University of 
California-Berkeley. 


•Mark Taylor, TT6636, HMP YOI On- 
ley, Willoughby, Rugby, Warwickshire, 
CV23 8AP, UK. Serving four years for 
his role in a number of demonstrations 
outside the offices of companies linked 
to Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). He 
has been moved to the above address. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Van- 
couver Island Regional Correction 
Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, 
BC, V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing ex- 
tradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in the arsons of 
logging trucks and vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. For more 
information, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano Hernan- 
dez and Oscar Santa Maria Caro, 
CERESO, Miahuatlan de Porfirio Diaz, 
Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, Mexico. Await- 
ing trial on unknown charges stemming 
from the popular resistance in Oaxaca. 
Santa Maria is a known member of Re- 
sistance Against Animal Torture. 

•Rodney Coronado is awaiting trial 
for allegedly telling people how to 
construct an incendiary device during 
a speech at an animal rights gather- 
ing. For more information, visit www. 
supportrod.org. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 6511 St, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to destroy 
the US Forest Service's Institute of For- 
est Genetics, a dam, cell-phone towers 
and power plants. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supporteric.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 


Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 
12 years for conspiracy to blackmail a 
supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011,* ~FCI 
Victorville Medium I, POB 5300, Ad- 
elanto, CA 92301, USA. Serving four 
years for conspiracy charges stemming 
from his work with Stop Huntington 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For more in- 
formation, visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP 
Whitemoor, Longhill Rd, March, 
Cambs, PR15 OPR, UK. Serving an 
"indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years — with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against targets 
linked with the vivisection industry. 

•Darius Fullmer, #26397-050, FCI 
Fort Dix, POB 2000, Fort Dix, NJ 
08640, USA. Serving 12 months for a 
conspiracy charge stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.shac7.com. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.3 years for conspira- 
cy charges stemming from her work 
with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, 
ME1 3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for 
conspiracy to damage vehicles owned 
by people linked to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Joseph Harris, TN5728, HMP Bull- 
ingdon, Patrick Haugh Rd, Arncott, Nr 
Bicester, Oxon, 0X25 1WD, UK. Serv- 
ing two years for damaging the prop- 
erty of people associated with HLS. 
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•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffordshire, 
ST21 6LQ, UK. Serving four years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Teresa Portwine, TM7153, and Su- 
zanne Taylor, TM 7154, HMP Cookham 
Wood, Rochester, Kent, ME1 3LU, 

UK. Serving 15 months and 2.5 
years, respectively, for their roles 
in a number of demonstrations 
outside the offices of companies 
linked to HLS. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399- 
050, FCI Butner Medium II, POB 
1500, Butner, NC 27509, USA. 
Serving three years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 
3143, CH-8105 Regensdorf, Swit- 
zerland. Serving 18 years for us- 
ing explosives to target nuclear 
facility power lines and for the 
alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard. Camenisch reads French, 
German, Spanish and Italian flu- 
ently, as well as some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pam- 
plona, C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 
Irunez, Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving nearly five years for sabotag- 
ing machinery at the Itoiz dam con- 
struction site. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving near- 
ly nine years for violating her parole by 
dumping a cup of red paint over the se- 
curity apparatus of a federal court and 
making warnings ("threats") of weap- 
ons of mass destruction. In 2004, Wood- 
son completed 20 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters with 
bullets inside to officials, robbing a bank 
and burning the money. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed 
for a variety of direct actions. In May, the 
Italian Court of Appeals overturned the 


terrorist conspiracy sentences of Benedetta 
Galante, Francesco Gioia, Leonardo Landi 
and Costantino Ragusa. The same court 
ruled that Alessio Perondi and William 
Frediani are guilty of terrorist conspiracy 
and participating in direct action. Perondi 
and Frediani are under house arrest pend- 
ing their appeal. Federico and Giuseppe 
Bonamici, Galante, Silvia Guerini and 
Alessio Perondi, who are under house ar- 
rest, and Ragusa are awaiting trial for 
allegedly using explosives to damage an 
electricity pylon. 


•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more 
than two years for firebombing a cor- 
porate office and organizing an anti- 
genetic-engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated as- 
sault of federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck tunneled money 
that he stole from banks to the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, is serving life 
in prison after being framed for the 
deaths of two FBI agents killed during 
the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more in- 
formation, visit www.freepeltier.org. 


MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
years to 1 00 years each. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja- 
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403- 
1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Grater- 
ford, PA 19426-0246, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Afri- 
ca, #AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 
301 Morea Rd, Frackville, PA 
17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, 
#AM4984, and Delbert Orr Afri- 
ca, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Follies 
Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612- 
0286, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. Abu- 
Jamal, a politically active journal- 
ist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.freemumia.org. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519- 
069, FCI Yazoo City Medium, 
POB 5888, Yazoo City, MS 39194- 
5888, USA. Serving five years for 
conspiracy to destroy federal prop- 
erty during a May 2003 celebration 
of the end of the US military occu- 
pation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 
54, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. 
Before receiving a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in 
self-defense, Thompson was active 
in animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
340084, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA; 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www. 
ecoprisoners.org. 
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Dam Nation 


A Powerful Understandin 
of Water 


by Leo Greene 

Dam Nation: Dispatches from the Water Underground, 
edited by Cleo Woelfle-Erskine, 

July Oskar Cole and Laura Al- 
len, Soft Skull, 2007. 

There is an impending wa- 
ter crisis in the world. Many 
people do not have clean, 
potable water, and those na- 
tions that do are using too 
much. Our planet is 70 per- 
cent water, yet often there is 
not enough for everyone to 
drink and use. 

Many people in the main- 
stream environmental move- 
ment view dams as a renewable 
source of clean power. Dam 
Nation is written for those 
people. It is for those who 
don't think about where the 
water comes from when they 
turn on the faucet or flush 
the toilet. But this book is 
also for activists who understand that dams are bad for 
the environment and that water is generally taken from 
those without power in a classist, racist way. It provides 
in-depth information about the genesis of water poli- 
cies, what they are and how they affect specific areas and 
groups. Dam Nation elucidates scientific and observation- 
al evidence about water policies' immediate and long- 
term effects. In addition, the book helps us understand 
our own relationships to water. 

Dam Nation starts with an analysis of the ideology of Man- 
ifest Destiny and its role in the destruction of the western 
US. As settlers moved west, they wanted to tame the land, 
which meant turning natural ecosystems into farmland and 
claiming the water as their property. First land speculators 
and then the government set out to dam the West, divert- 
ing rivers like the Colorado to propel growth in places like 
Los Angeles and to turn the desert into farmland. 

In turn, devastation ensued. For example, in the North- 
west, dams have led to the depletion of salmon popula- 
tions, as the salmon are unable to make it back up the 
river to spawn. This drastic depopulation has affected not 
only the salmon but also the people who rely on them for 
sustenance and economic well-being. 

Dam Nation also shows how the US's utilitarian policy 
of damming waterways has flowed throughout the world, 


infecting the policies of such institutions as the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund, as well as private 
companies like Nestle. In Michigan, for example, Nestle 

is pumping the groundwater 
for free — making up to $2 
million per day — and lower- 
ing the water table, leaving 
little water for the local eco- 
systems and communities. 
Nestle has established these 
types of exploitative patterns 
the world over. I was recently 
at an event in Tucson, Ari- 
zona, where I was handed a 
bottle of water, and I couldn't 
help but look to see who the 
bottler was (Nestle) and think 
of the people the water was 
stolen from. 

But Dam Nation also gives 
us reasons for hope and ex- 
amples of resistance. For 
instance, the dams on the El- 
wha River in Washington — 
which have destroyed prime 
salmon runs and hurt the local Elwha Klallam Tribe — are 
being taken down now that the tribe has regained some 
rights as stewards of the fish and showed that the only 
way to restore the population is to remove the dams. Also 
inspiring are the vast protest villages set up by Thai citi- 
zens to protect their water. 

Other sources of hope are people's efforts to remove 
themselves from the incredibly wasteful modern sew- 
age system by employing graywater systems, compost- 
ing toilets and rainwater harvesting. The book describes 
numerous homegrown water projects and gives advice 
to people who want to remove themselves from the 
sewage system. Also highlighted within Dam Nation 
are permaculturists, people restoring natural wetlands, 
people using pedal power to wash clothes and others 
working to clean reservoirs and reduce their depen- 
dence on municipal water. 

An informative and empowering narrative. Dam Nation 
manages to infuse hope amid the desperation. Dam Na- 
tion does not specifically condone direct action — although 
there is an oblique reference to The Monkey Wrench Gang 
in the introduction — but it does set out examples of suc- 
cessful resistance. Overall a powerful book, it is definitely 
worth your attention no matter what you believe. 

Leo loves to go Stargazing. 
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by Josh 


The Tree-Sitter: A Novel, by Suzanne Matson, W. W. 
Norton, 2006. 

As I began Suzanne Matson's The Tree-Sitter, some fan- 
ciful part of me hoped that it might be the next great 
radical eco-novel — a work of fiction that would capture 
the philosophy, strategy and spirit of today's radical envi- 
ronmental movement. Instead, I got disappointment by 
the board-foot. 

The Tree-Sitter is the story of Julie Prince, a congenital- 
ly bourgeois college student from Boston, who is intro- 
duced to environmental activism by her boyfriend Neil. 
The novel's 250 pages mainly consist of Julie following 
Neil around: to Oregon's old-growth forests, up a tree and 
back down again, and to the site of an Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF)-style arson. Matson places Julie in a series of 
locales and situations rich with the potential for vivid de- 
scriptions of wild nature and tragic devastation, stirring 
philosophical debates, profound moral statements and in- 
spirational self-discovery. 

Sadly, Matson squanders this potential, content to leave 
Julie hopelessly detached from the people and the land- 
scape around her. At every moment, Julie is either ques- 
tioning her commitment to the cause, dismissing the 
moral myopia of the forest defenders, kvetching about her 
strained relationship with her mother or having sex with 
Neil in a desperate bid to revive their fading romance. The 
result is that Julie comes across not as a reliable or insight- 
ful narrator, but rather as some bizarre species of profound- 
ly neurotic, perpetually copulating bat that echolocates its 
way through a dying world by shrieking moral platitudes 
in every direction and wallowing in the sound of its own 
tedious voice. 

Matson has written of her 
affinity for the social realism 
of Leo Tolstoy and John Dos 
Passos. Presumably, she tried 
to pattern her work after their 
classic novels. However, The 
Tree-Sitter bears more of a re- 
semblance to the popular, formulaic, post-feminist genre 
derisively known as "chick lit." Julie's brief flirtation with 
forest defense is nothing more than a granola-encrusted 
version of Andrea's grueling work at a fashion magazine 
in the popular novel The Devil Wears Prada. In both books, 
the end goal is the same: a comfortable job in the big city. 

Indeed, it is Matson's post-feminist outlook (i.e., the 
notion that feminism has prevailed and can now be set 
aside) that is particularly disappointing. To her credit, Mat- 
son does acknowledge the misogyny that is so prevalent 
in forest defense. But she wastes a perfect opportunity to 





profoundly neurotic, perpetually 
lat that echolocates its way throuyh a dyiny 
world ly shriefciny moral platitudes in every direction 
and wallowiny in the sound of its own tedious voice.... 


create an empowered and empowering female protagonist 
who challenges the oppression around her. Julie merely 
comments on the male activists' rampant misogyny and 
then basks in the refuge 
of undercover secretarial 
work at a logging com- 
pany, where all the male 
employees are nurturing 
and compassionate. After 
all, there's no sexism in 
the workplace. 

The Tree-Sitter’s funda- 
mental problem, howev- 
er, is that it was written by 
an outsider who lacks the 
activist experience, pas- 
sion for wilderness and 
sense of outrage that are 
required to make such a 
novel believable. Matson's 
representation of the radi- 
cal environmental movement is based on information 
she gleaned from books, websites and conversations with 
a single treesitter. Thus, it's no surprise that her novel 
unrealistically features the same activists staging both 
old-growth treesits and SUV arsons as part of the same 
campaign. Matson also positions Julie as a member of an 
ELFish cell, which is absurd considering Julie's frequently 
expressed misgivings about any kind of militant action. 
Intentional or not, Matson's profound failure to accurate- 
ly represent the ideological and tactical diversity of the 
radical environmental movement completely undermines 
The Tree-Sitter’s chances of being a relevant exploration of 

real-world issues. 

The fact is that The Tree-Sit- 
ter was doomed from the start. 
Matson got the idea for the nov- 
el "after reading news stories in 
which spokesmen for militant 
environmental organizations 
redefined 'ecoterrorism' as 'rad- 
ical acts of protection.'" Clearly, the point of the novel is 
not to debate whether or not the ELF is a terrorist group, 
but to figure out how anyone could become so deluded as 
to question this obvious truth. When the novel's fictional 
SUV arson maims and nearly kills a car salesman, it proves 
that for all its intellectual pretensions, The Tree-Sitter is just 
the same old reactionary scare story — now tailored for the 
Shopaholic crowd. 

Do yourselves a favor and stay away from this one, folks. 

Josh last reviewed Michael Crichton's State of Fear, which 
also sucked. 


copulatiny 
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A self-righteous-religious-right-smashing, jus- 
tice-bringing wolf to the Lesbian Death Angels 

for the demise of Reverend Jerry Falwell. Through a col- 
lective hexing, the group brought about Falwell's death 
on May 15. "Falwell earned being 
hexed well into his next life with 
his post-9/ 11 comments," noted 
collective member Connie L. In- 
gus. "Too often when tyrants die — 
particularly spiritual ones — their past is 
glossed over into sweetness and light.... 

Frankly, a heart attack hex was too nice. 

We should've added an addendum to make 
him come back as an innocent Muslim imam 
who gets ratted out by a rival faction and ends 
up in the US rendition program, never to see 
the light of day again — either that or as an out 
gay youth in Iran.” The Lesbian Death Angels 
describe themselves as radical, pro-choice lesbi- 
ans who meet together in groups on Tuesdays "to set 
the Earth back on axis one hex at a time." 

An ouch-that-sounds-like-that-hurts-but-keep- 
up-the-good-work wolf to climate activist Penny 
Eastwood, who superglued herself to the front door of 
Leeds Bradford Airport in the UK, on May 18. The sticky 
protest was intended to draw attention to plans to expand 
the airport to accommodate increasing air travel — the 
fastest-growing source of carbon dioxide emissions in the 


A commodifying-our-dissent, selling-us-more- 
mindless-entertainment poodle to MTV for pro- 
ducing a new program, "True Life: Eco-Activists Battling 
Developers.” The network's casting call reads, "Are you 
taking legal action against any polluters in your 
area? Do you find yourself struggling to keep de- 
velopers from destroying the greens in your 
community? Are you taking action in any 
way, shape or form against your school 
or community to preserve wildlife and 
trees? Are you involved in an uphill 
battle to change your community to- 
ward a healthier planet?" MTV loves 
to exploit people in the guise of real- 
ity TV, and now it is turning toward 
environmentally-minded people as 
the popularity of green living grows. 
There is also the strong possibility that 
MTV will manipulate what the "activists" 
say, leave their message out entirely or choose 
people claiming to represent "eco-activism" 
who don't at all. 

An are-you-serious, money-grabbing, ecological- 
ly-questionablc poodle to Planktos and Climos for 

planning to dump tons of iron into the ocean in an at- 
tempt to boost marine plankton populations. It's the latest 
in a growing number of zany carbon capturing schemes. 
So far, it is unknown what effect this will have on the 



Wolves and Poodles 


UK. In a statement, Eastwood explained, "This is a peace- 
ful act of civil disobedience. It is my intention to disrupt 
the normal workings of this airport because it is an envi- 
ronmental hazard. In so doing, I am standing up for the 
poorest of the world's people and for future generations, 
who will bear the brunt of the climate chaos caused by the 
affluent lifestyles and fossil fuel addictions of the rich." 


ocean; however, these companies plan to make a profit off 
of the expanding carbon trading market. Both companies 
have received lots of investment, especially from people 
in Silicon Valley, who see this as a necessary step in reduc- 
ing the effects of global warming. Planktos is also the first 
company to seek out the Earth First! Journal to see if we 
want to buy carbon credits. 


An it's-a-small-step-for-humynkind wolf to cities 
outlawing plastic bags. "Plastic is a bigger danger than 
global warming, or at least it is in the immediate 
sense, considering it is snuffing out the low- 
est common denominator in the food chain," 
says Neil Seldman, president of the Institute 
for Local Self-Reliance. Cities all over the 
world — from Devon, England, and San 
Francisco to towns in India and Ethio- 
pia — are outlawing plastic bags due to 
their deleterious effect. Many other cit- 
ies are considering a plastic bag ban in 
order to reduce waste and dependence 
on petroleum, a key ingredient in plastics. 

The actions taken by San Francisco alone will 
save an estimated 800,000 gallons of oil per year. 



A that-is-so-disgusting, what-the-hell-were- 
you-thinking poodle to Yoko 
Ono and Mark McGowan, who 

ate a Welsh Corgi dog — the favor- 
ite breed of Queen Elizabeth II. The 
publicity stunt, performed at a Lon- 
don radio station on May 29, was an 
attempt to protest Prince Phillip's treat- 
ment of a fox during a hunt last year. 
This is not the first time that McGowan 
has performed such a stunt. A self-de- 
scribed "rabid vegetarian," he claims 
to have eaten a swan in protest of the 
monarchy. McGowan insists the stunt 
was ethical, claiming that the dog died 
at a breeder's farm. 
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The Earth First! Journal currently has an opening for a new member of our editorial staff. It could be 
you! Being a part of the Journal is full of rewards — working on a consensus basis with a tight collective 
to create a publication essential to the radical environmental movement. Our new long-term editor 
ideally will have publishing experience, be personally compatible with existing staff, have excellent 
editing skills, be computer literate, have a sense of humor and be able to commit to at least a year and 
a half. As a collective, all of the work is shared, so a motivated, hard-working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety of talents and activist experience to come and work for one 
issue of the Journal as a “short-term” editor. This adds to the diversity of voices and energy in the 
magazine. The waiting list can be long, but it also depends on how flexible your schedule is and when 
you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest to the Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 
85702. Please forward a writing sample, activist history and the names of some EF! activists who can 
vouch for you. For more information, contact (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 



Advertise 
with the 

Earth First! 
Journal 


$100 - eighth page 
$200 - quarter page 
$350 - half page 
$650 - full page 

'purchase three ads, 
get the fourth ad free* 

more info: 

ads@earthfirstjournal.org 



WICKED CARTOONS 
BY AMERICA'S 
MOST WANTED 

POLITICAL 
CARTOONIST 


KHALIL 

HtfOUMS BENDIBs 

ggi Newest 

Order now at: www.bendib.cx3m cartoons 


WBiX*K 




If You’re Concerned 
About the Future of 
Our Planet 


E/The Environmental 
Magazine 


www.emagazine.com 


Now on MySpace! 

Get the latest news and information 
from the Earth First! Journal, including: 

• Local event invitations, 

• Submission deadline alerts, 

• New issue announcements, 

• Reports to the movement, and 

• Much, much more I 

www. myspace.com/earthfi rst journal 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


.Country . 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate ^ DONATION 

OSend me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.carthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


July-August 2007 Earth First! Page 43 







announcements 


Earth First! UK Summer Gathering 

July 18-22 • Norfolk, England 
The Earth First! Summer Gathering is the place where 
people involved in radical ecological direct action — or 
those who want to be involved — get together for five days 
of low-impact eco-living, playing, planning and plotting 
to avert the destruction of our precious planet. 

Workshops at the gathering are put on by anybody 
and everybody. Please bring a tent and leave your dogs 
at home. The organizers will be asking for a contribution 
of £15 (US $30) from everyone to cover the costs of the 
gathering. 

For more information, contact 0778-052-3385; 
efgathering@aktivix.org; www.earthfirstgathering.org.uk. 

Animal Rights 2007 

July 19-23 • Los Angeles, California 
Animal Rights 2007 will bring the animal rights move- 
ment together under the banner of liberating animals from 
all forms of human oppression. It is a forum for sharing 
knowledge, reporting on progress, discussing strategies 
and tactics, networking and "recharging our batteries." 

The four-day program will feature nearly 100 presenters 
from more than 60 organizations representing all factions 
of the movement. Organizations sending speakers include 
No Compromise, In Defense of Animals, the SHAC 7 Sup- 
port Committee, Farm Sanctuary, Rainforest Action Net- 
work, Sea Shepherd and Win Animal Rights. 

The conference will also include a newcomer orienta- 
tion, exhibits, videos, group workouts, strategy meetings, 
networking receptions, an awards banquet and entertain- 
ment by animal rights musicians. 

Registration is required. For more information, 
contact (888) FARM-USA; info@arconference.org; 
www.arconference.org. 

2007 Crimethlnc. Convergence 

July 25-29 • Athens, Ohio 
Please join Crimethlnc. this Summer for the sixth 
annual Crimethlnc. Convergence, this time in the 
countryside outside lovely Athens, Ohio. To at- 
tend, show up at 21 Kern Street in Athens, be- 
tween noon and 10 p.m. on July 25 or 26. 

Expect to find anarchist camaraderie, 
workshops, discussions, direct action 
trainings, planning for mobilizations 
through 2008, prisoner support 
projects, gift economics, sub- 
versive games, anti-capitalist 
survival skills, revolution- 
ary pleasure and peo- 
ple creating a culture 
of resistance. 


This event is an anti-capitalist space. There is no regis- 
tration fee, and nothing will be for sale. Everyone should 
bring camping gear if possible. 

Please bring a workshop to present, a topic for discus- 
sion, a story to tell, a song to sing, an act to perform, 
a movie or zine to present or something else to share. 
There will be space and time for everyone to do so. See 
you there! 

For more information, contact crimethincbooking 
@yahoo.com; www.crimethinc.com/convergence. , , 

Feral Visions Against Civilization 
Fifth Annual Green Anarchist Gathering 

July 27 -August 5 
Sierra Nevada Mountain Range 

Gather in the wild beauty of the Sierra Nevada Moun- 
tain Range of central/northern California! This gathering 
is for all who desire to engage in rewilding, physically and 
mentally. There will be discussions on self-reliance, spiri- 
tuality, resistance, community building and anti-civiliza- 
tion theory. 

Expect to share primitive/Earth-based skills, urban prim- 
itive/practical skills and DIY/self-sufficiency skills. Other 
skillshare topics will include mental and physical health, 
self-defense, wild edible and medicinal plants, industrial 
collapse and anything else that your wild and defiant 
imagination can conceive! 

Gathering in wilderness, the goal is to help break down 
mediation between ourselves and our world, empower each 
other, make stronger connections with one another and 
our Earth, and apply our dreams and visions to our lives. 

This gathering is free to all. Some food will be provided, 
but come mostly self-sufficient. See you in the wild! 

For more information, contact feralvisions2007 
@hotmail.com; www.greenanarchy.org. 

Convergences for Climate Action 

August 8-14 
Oregon and North Carolina 
Each Convergence for Climate Action (CCA) 
will be a week of workshops, strategizing, net- 
working and direct action aimed at uniting 
and furthering a no-compromise climate 
justice movement. The convergences 
are timed to coincide with the 
UK's Camp for Climate Action 
(www.climatecamp.org.uk). 

West Coast Convergence for 
Climate Action 

On the left coast, the 
CCA will be located 
near the mouth of the 
Columbia River, in or 
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near the city of Astoria. There, at the Washington/Oregon 
border, big companies are trying to build a massive lique- 
fied natural gas terminal. 

Southeast Convergence for Climate Action 
The southeast CCA will be held in the western Caro- 
linas, near Asheville, North Carolina, and Greenville, 
South Carolina. This convergence will draw together the 
struggle against mountaintop removal coal mining and 
the fight against dirty coal-burning power plants. 

For more information, contact outreach@climateconver 
gence.org; www.risingtidenorthamerica.org. 



Free Activist Witchcamp 

August 12-18 • Oregon 

The Free Activist Witchcamp will be a week of magic, 
classes, skill sharing and ritual. Teachers will share magi- 
cal and healing skills, which will sustain and deepen par- 
ticipants' personal and political work as they grapple with 
patterns of oppression, build networks among diverse 
communities and council together on how to best become 
Earth cultures. 

The magical tradition followed at Witchcamp honors 
the wild and calls for service to the Earth and the commu- 
nity. This Witchcamp specifically honors that call and is 
focused on sharing our magical and activism skills and 
healing with those who are currently working for all 
forms of justice: environmental, social, political, racial, 
gender and economic. 

This year's Witchcamp will be in the woods of the Pacific 
Northwest. There will be a fantastic team of witches, heal- 
ers and activists, including Delyla, Dori Midnight, Jude 
Elf(ord), Laura Maples, origynal sinnerjee and Starhawk. 

For more information, contact (310) 570-3662; andrew. 
paik@verizon.net; www.witchcamp.org. 

Lake Superior Traditional 
Ways Gathering 

August 19-24 
Bad River Reservation, Wisconsin 

This is an annual gathering of primitive skills enthu- 
siasts and instructors. Workshops offered will include 
hide tanning, bow making, tracking, cordage making, 


fire-by-friction, black ash basketry, wild edible plant 
walks with Sam Thayer and many more. 

The gathering will be held on the Bad River Indian Res- 
ervation, on the shore of Lake Superior, on a beautiful 
pristine beach surrounded by a vast wild country of wet- 
lands and boreal forest. There are northern hardwoods, 
black ash bogs, grassy campsites, traditional wigwams and 
a modern ceremonial roundhouse. 

This gathering can be an incredible experience and 
learning opportunity. The skills you will learn and the 
items you will make are secondary to what you really gain 
from being at this event — a step away from the everyday, 
great friendships, time to slow down and a deeper aware- 
ness of nature. 

For more information, visit www.traditionalways.org. 

Twin Oaks Women’s Gathering 

August 24-26 
Twin Oaks Community, Louisa, Virginia 

This will be the 24th year of women coming together at 
Twin Oaks to celebrate their connections, creativity and 
strength as women in all their diversity. Please share your 
culture and creativity! 

Throughout the weekend there will be opportunities to 
relax, to swim in the river, and to enjoy the mud pit, sweat 
hut, hammocks and company of other women. There will 
be camping, workshops, dance, drumming, creative activ- 
ities, performances, movement and ritual. Limited space 
will be available for sales of woman-made crafts. 

The sliding-scale fee of $40-$ 140 includes camping and 
workshops. Twin Oaks will provide breakfast, lunch, bread, 
yogurt, salad and much more. Dinners will be potluck. 

Bring a tent and sleeping bag. No pets, alcohol or ille- 
gal drugs, please. Consider bringing musical instruments, 
games and literature to share. 

For more information, contact (540) 894-5126; gathering 
@twinoaks.org; www.twinoaks.org/community/women. 

pReNC Labor Day Weekend 

August 31-September 3 
Twin Cities, Minnesota 

Beat the Republicans to the punch! The Republican Na- 
tional Convention (RNC) Welcoming Committee invites 
anarchists and anti-authoritarians from all over the country 
to come to the Minneapolis/St. Paul area to help them hone 
their convergence-planning skills and work with them to 
strategize and network for the main event in 2008. 

The pReNC will be the site of some serious decision- 
making about goals and strategy for the 2008 RNC. The 
Welcoming Committee will present the work it has been 
doing and the ideas it has developed up to that point and 
hopes that you'll come prepared to do the same. 

The weekend kicks off with Critical Mass on Friday and 
continues for the next three days with tours, workshops, 
skillshares, games, strategizing sessions, a street medic 
training, capture the flag and more. 

For more information, contact prenc@riseup.net; www. 
rncwelcomingcommittee.org/prenc. To receive updates, 
email rnc08-subscribe@lists.riseup.net. 


July-August 2007 Earth First! Page 45 



Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 

Find ike KF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 


ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastards@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite . com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail . com 

CAL IFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORADO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CONNECTICUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

IN DIA N A 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 917, Belfast, ME 04915 


maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Rising Tide Boston 

boston@risingtidenorthamerica.org 

M I NNES OTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology . org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 63118 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bison 1 2@wildmail .com 

Rising Tide Asheville 

risingtide@mountainrebel.net 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kem St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 
Rising Tide Cascadia 
cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 
Green Anarchy 


POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
collective@greenanarchy.org 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup . net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primal wai@hotmail . com 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup .net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
WA SHINGT O N 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 

Challenging Oppression Within 

earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 16851, Asheville, NC 28816 

contact@risingtidenorthamerica.org 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
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INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_.fi rst@re$i st ,ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 
blogspot.com 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic..,. 
420-274-810-849; info@Carbusters.org v$>' 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 


EF! Action Update 
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QUAKING ASPEN 

Quaking aspen ( Populus tremuloides ) are 
known for their beauty. Their light green leaves 
change to a brilliant yellow or orange in the 
Autumn and rapidly flutter (quake) in even a 
slight breeze. Their slender white trunks tend to 
rise up in mystical -looking groves because their 
main method of reproduction is by sprouting new 
trunks from an underground root system. Sexual 
reproduction is rare. What may seem like a forest 
of separate aspen is probably cloned sprouts from 
only several original trees. 

Their ability to propagate this way means 
that quaking aspen are well-adapted for forest 
fires. Even if their tops are burned, their sprouts 
will come up quickly from their soil -protected 
root system. Because their cloned sprouts grow 
faster than other trees’ seed sprouts, because 
they need full sunlight to grow and because their 
individual stalks are short-lived, they usually 
represent a “successional" species — one that 
dominates a young or regrowing forest. They rely 
on periodic disturbances, like fires, to make way 
for their rejuvenation. 

In areas where fires and other disturbances 
are common, quaking aspen can become a “climax*’ 
species. In south-central l tab, there is a single 
quaking aspen root system with 47.000 stalks that 
may be 10.000 years old dating to the last ice age). 
It may be only several sexual generations away 
from its million-year-old ancestors. 
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by Richard George 

British air travel has grown so quickly in the past five 
years that weekend trips to Budapest or Oslo are now 
viewed as a right akin to freedoms of speech or assem- 
bly. One British company runs an aggressive advertising 
campaign reminding us that we're all entitled to "five a 
year" — five short vacations to destinations that we can't 
even find on the map. We're addicted to binge flying, and 
it's killing the planet. 

Aviation is the fastest-growing cause of climate change. 
In the UK, aviation — and transport as a whole — is the only 
sector in which emissions are growing. Scientists have pre- 
dicted that if this trend continues, we can forget about 
stopping climate change. By 2050, flying alone will repre- 
sent 100 percent of our emissions targets under the Kyoto 
Protocol. We could shut every factory and turn out all the 
lights, and we'd still be facing ecological meltdown. 

This ridiculous growth rate is fuelled by aviation's tax- 
free status — no duty on fuel or tickets, and "duty-free" 
goods at departure lounges — and relatively low infra- 
structural requirements. Most of the growth is in short- 
haul budget airlines — people going on a trip to Prague or 
a shopping holiday to New York City. It's the rich who are 
really benefiting. Twenty-five percent of the population 
takes 75 percent of the flights, and they fly regularly and 
often. People are changing their lives to accommodate 
cheap air travel; they are buying homes abroad and tak- 
ing unnecessary business trips because it's so damn cheap 
to do so. 

Rather than trying to minimize this threat to the climate, 
the British government has called for a massive expansion 
of the UK's airports — a new Heathrow Airport every three 
years. Every little regional airport is getting a makeover, 
with new runways, terminals and layers upon layers of 
tarmac blanketing the countryside. This will cost billions 
of dollars, which could be spent on improving sustainable 
transport options. Instead, we're getting locked into a life- 
style that the planet can't sustain. 

For local communities, this is a nightmare. Heathrow's 
proposed third runway will wipe out a whole village, along 
with schools, parks, historical buildings and a graveyard, 


not to mention ancient woodlands and wildlife (si it'EFIJ 
March-April 2006). Lydd Airport — a pathetic strip of tarmac 
that currently sees 5,000 passengers a year — is expanding 
to accommodate 500,000 passengers. It's next door to the 
oldest bird reserve in the UK. 

The aviation industry is terrified that a growing grassroots 
movement could scuttle its plans to profit from the de- 
struction of the climate. The industry claims that aviation 
accounts for only two percent of global emissions — a sta- 
tistic so misleading that only big business could tell it with 
a straight face. Globally, aviation may not be the largest 
source of carbon dioxide emissions, but 50 percent of the 
world's population is lucky to have access to a bicycle. In 
developed nations, aviation accounts for a far greater por- 
tion of national emissions. The official government statis- 
tics claim that 13 percent of the UK's emissions come from 
aviation. But that's only counting flights departing from 
British airports. Including return journeys, the number is 
closer to 20 percent. 

Always quick to spot a market, businesses have begun 
selling "carbon offsets," which they claim will nullify the 
ecological impact of your flight by paying someone else 
to reduce their emissions. Mostly, this consists of planting 
trees or swapping light bulbs in the Global South — projects 
that would each take 10 years to offset the amount of car- 
bon dioxide that a single jet-setter emits in one hour. This 
is nonsense akin to the crew of the Titanic investing in a 
company that will build some lifeboats a decade after the 
ship hits the iceberg. By the time these projects are fully 
underway, we'll already be doomed. 

Science has spoken. Unchecked aviation is not com- 
patible with a sustainable, ecological way of life. No mat- 
ter how many lifestyle changes you make, these are all 
erased when you board a plane. There is no solution, 
other than not flying. The question is: Can we learn this 
before it's too late? 

For more information, visit www.planestupid.com. 

Richard George is a campaigner with Plane Stupid, a direct 
action organization opposing airport expansion and short-haul 
flights. Over the last year, Plane Stupid has shut down travel 
agencies, blockaded companies pushing airport expansion and 
occupied an airport runway. 
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DEFENDING THE WILD 

in the Land of Fire and Ice 


by Jaap Krater 

This year, Iceland saw its third 
Summer of direct action against 
heavy industry and large dams. In a 
much-disputed master plan, all the 


glacial rivers and geothermal poten- 
tial of Europe's largest wilderness 
would be harnessed for aluminum 
production (see EF!J May-June 2006). 
Activists from around the world have 
gathered to protect Europe's largest 


remaining wilderness and oppose 
aluminum corporations. 

Icelanders were joined by activists 
from Africa, South and North Amer- 
ica, and Europe for an international 
conference entitled, "Global Conse- 
quences of Heavy Industry and Large 
Dams." Organized by Saving Iceland, 
the conference looked at the effects 
of large dams on ecosystems, climate 
and communities. It also focused on 
the role of aluminum in the arms 
industry and on the green-wash- 
ing strategies of large corporations. 
Activists recognized the remarkable 
similarities in manipulative and eco- 
logically destructive corporate strate- 
gies between their different countries 
and continents. The next activist 
conference will be in Trinidad and 
Tobago, where local communities 
oppose an Alcoa aluminum smelter 
(see EF!J January-February 2007). 
Other campaigns that were presented 
included Brazil's Movement of Dam- 
Affected People and India's Save the 
Narmada Movement. 


Reclaiming Reykjavik 

The resistance against heavy in- 
dustry and large dams in Iceland 
has heated up — and not just because 
of global warming. Activists set up 
camp about 10 miles north of Reyk- 
javik, Iceland's capital, and built a 
dam in front of the prime minister's 
office. Reverend Billy, of the Church 
of Stop Shopping, held a sermon in 
Reykjavik's largest mall, connecting 
heavy industry to consumerism. A 
public meeting was held in Reykja- 
vik with the people of Thorlakshofn 
(the site for two planned aluminum 
smelters) and activists from anti- 
heavy-industry struggles in South 
Africa and Trinidad. 

On July 14, Bastille Day, about 100 
people danced all over Reykjavik's 
ring road in a carnival against heavy 
industry. Iceland's first Reclaim the 
Streets action began cheerfully as a 
clown army danced to music into 
the city center. This Rave Against the 
Machine was organized by Saving 
continued on page 6 



What Goes Around Comes Around 


Day of Action Against 1-69 

by Follow and Little Miss Marker 

On July 9, following this year's Round River Ren- 
dezvous, "the Oakland City and Petersburg Indiana 
Department of Transportation (INDOT) planning 
offices for the construction of Interstate-69's Sec- 
tions 1 and 2 were mysteriously evicted (see EF!J 
May-June 2007). Concurrently, two other 
planning offices in Bloomington, Indiana 
were occupied by affinity groups who dis- 
rupted and delayed business-as-usual for the 
corporate plotters, evicting them for the 
day. Activists also performed two simulta- 
neous banner drops in Bloomington, one 
from atop an 1-69 office rooftop and the 
other over a busy intersection. 

These actions were taken only days after 
INDOT began its own series of aggressive 
evictions. Half a dozen families along the 
southern portion of Indiana's planned I- 
69 segment have been forced from their 
homes using intimidation and trickery, and 
they have only been meagerly compensated 
for the loss of their houses. Unless 1-69 is 
stopped, another 450 families will face a 
similar process of dispossession. This is only 
the beginning of the latest wave of destruc- 
tion brought forth by the state's obsession 
with laying pavement and expanding commerce. 
But this is only the beginning of the next chapter 
of resistance. 

Early in the afternoon, a small group of masked 
individuals entered the downtown Bloomington 
INDOT office of I-69's Section 5, yelling, "Evict Mi- 
chael J. Baker!" before running out of the office 


After the 2007 EF! Rendezvous 

and promising to return. Michael J. Baker is a plan- 
ning firm that specializes in pushing controversial 
infrastructure projects and has enthusiastically 
signed on to help build 1-69. 

Another affinity group hung a banner from a 
busy intersection that read, "For our farms, for our 
families, for our future: Resist 1-69!" At the same 


time, another group climbed the Section 4 office 
in Bloomington and hung a banner reading "Stop 
1-69" from the roof, shutting down the office for 
the day. Unfortunately, following the banner drop, 
workers at the office locked the doors, preventing 
a march of about 50 people from entering. Mak- 
ing the best of the situation, the demonstrators 


redecorated the office's signs and continued to 
protest outside. 

After this, Earth First!ers marched festively 
around downtown Bloomington with whistles 
and chalk, leaving it covered with anti-road mes- 
sages, and made a stop at the Section 5 Michael J. 
Baker office to shut it down for the second time 
that day. The group left the entire front of 
the building covered with chalked mes- 
sages, continuing on before the police were 
able to prepare a response. After marching 
for a little while longer, the group dispersed 
with no arrests. 

Meanwhile, in southern Indiana, where 
evictions have already begun, planning 
offices for 1-69 Sections 1 and 2 received 
surprise visits from "Hayduke's Mov- 
ing Company." While the office workers 
| watched helplessly, the movers quickly 
s and efficiently emptied the offices of maps, 
| office supplies and other items, leaving it 
i all on the curb. Prior to the police's arrival, 
| the moving teams were able to hop in their 
5 vehicles and leave, with no one arrested or 
3 identified. 

Dating back to its inception as a conduit 
for international trade, the specter of 1-69 
has loomed over southern Indiana, the first 
battleground in this catastrophic project’s growth 
(and where it will certainly find its eventual de- 
mise). From the local to the federal level, the state 
has made clear that 1-69 is a vital organ in the 
growing beast of global capital. It is dedicated to 
building this monster. Despite vast public outcry 

continued on page 8 



EFIers approach an 1-69 planning office. 
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When I realize that I started working at the Journal 
more than a year ago, it reminds me of the other as- 
pects of my life that changed when I moved here — two 
in particular. First, there is the desert. Right now, I am 
tempted to ramble on about southern Arizona's emer- 
ald and beige inland sea. But the desert only adds to 
the second aspect, which is a deeper understanding of 
how urgent it is that we fight for the Earth, and now. 

It hits me more all the time, as I am flooded with both 
depressing news about the state of the environment 
and with the magnificence of the Sonoran desert's 
changing seasons. 

Working at the Journal often feels like the most re- 
sponsibility 1 have ever had in my life. It is the larg- 
est project I have ever worked on. I dream about it. 

And during my waking hours, I am caught up in its 
successes and struggles. I dwell on the thoughts of our And the Journal is not the most responsibility I've 
readership (you), on our awesome variety of content ever had. The true task at hand is to defend the Earth, 
and on our stupid finances. Without this, there is nothing — no Journal, no So- 

As I write this, I have no idea what the issue you are noran desert, 
holding will look like. 1 do know that it was created We must be careful to intertwine our personal health 
with a genuine focus on what this publication should and our activism. But if the Earth is our passion and a 
mean within the EF! movement. We want this tabloid part of us, and its destruction is our nightmare, then it 
style to address more directly EF!'s media needs — with is surely our joy to fight for it. 

more space, more relevance and greater sustainability, The Journal will continue to document events, it will 
as well as a sense of humor. We hope you like it. continue to give those who speak for the Earth a voice. 

With this movement focus in mind, we also hope and it will continue to provide a space for debate with- 
to inspire the creation of new Earth First! groups and in the movement. But it is only a part of the work we 
other biocentric action communities. Decisions to take need to do to stop the fabric of the world from being 
action are what actually change things; volumes have tom apart. Reality on Earth will continue to stride to- 
been written about how things need to change. The ward either a wasteland or toward liberation. Let's tip 
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revolution will not be televised, and the collapse will the scales. 


not happen over the Internet. 


— Sophia 
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by Juan Reardon 

What do you get when you fuse the most brutal 
landowners of the Global South with some of the 
most powerful corporations of the North, such as 
Monsanto, DuPont, British Petroleum and Mor- 
gan Stanley? You get transnational corporations 
that reap billions of dollars in profits, Brazil's 
landowning elite with a new lease on its degen- 
erate lifestyle, the devastation of Brazil's precious 
ecosystems, and a people who inherit polluted 
aquifers, exhausted soils and genetically contami- 
nated agricultural systems. Fortunately for all of 
us, Brazil's Landless Workers' Movement (MST) 
has its eyes, minds, hands and sickles directed at 
corporate agrofuel expansion. 

With the new hype about sub- 
stituting petroleum-based energy 
products with agrofuels, interna- 
tional investment in Brazil's large- 
scale production of sugarcane, soy 
and other agrofuel monoculture is 
providing nothing less than a life- 
line to the feudal lords of Brazil's 
colonial past. Last year, $9 billion 
in international investments went 
into the agrofuel industry. In Brazil, 
three percent of landowners own 
two-thirds of all land on which 
food crops could be grown. Accord- 
ing to the United Nations f ood and 
Agriculture Organization, in 1999, 
more than a quarter of Brazil's pop- 
ulation (or 44 million people) lived 
in absolute poverty; (on $1.06 per 
day). Recent figures suggest that 
this number is now more than 50 
million. It is also estimated that 
poverty forces three million Bra- 
zilian children out of schools and 
into work — 40 percent of them in 
the agricultural sector. 

As a class, the feudal lords who 
benefit from land concentration 
have been facing real threats to 
their existence since the 1950s, and 
even more so in recent decades. The 
1984 constitution, rewritten after 
20 years of iriilitary dictatorship, 
empowered the state to expropri- 
ate and redistribute idle agricultur- 
al lands, leading thousands of organized landless 
peasants — waving MST flags and banners — to oc- 
cupy vacant lots to pressure the government to 
implement real agrarian reform. By 2002, thanks 
to the efforts of the MST, 20 million acres of agri- 
cultural lands had been redistributed to roughly 
350,000 previously landless families. When Brazil's 
first working-class president, Luis Inacio "Lula" da 
Silva, was elected that year, many predicted the ar- 
rival of the long-awaited democratization of land 
resources. Doubts grew when the Lula govern- 
ment granted $12 billion to subsidize agribusiness 
in 2003, and only $2.3 billion for agrarian reform. 
Five years and one re-election later, it is safe to 
say international pressures to promote large-scale 
agro-export commodities have halted advances in 
Brazil's agrarian reform. 

George Soros — an investor whose net worth is 
estimated to be $8.5 billion — recently purchased 
66,718 acres of land in Brazil. Shortly after this 
purchase, Soros established a business partnership 
with the colonial-era coffee-growing Vieri Family. 
The partnership now has plans to mill 12 million 
tons of sugar cane annually, much of it to be con- 
verted to ethanol. During a recent visit to Brazil, 
Soros spoke of "distinct competitive advantages." 
Was Soros referring to the slave labor currently 
used in Brazilian cane production, like the 1,108 
slaves freed just a few weeks ago from a sugar cane- 
for-ethanol plantation in northern Brazil — the 
largest raid against debt slavery in Brazil's history? 
Or is it Brazil's untapped land and water resources 
that make it "competitive"? Maybe he was think- 
ing of Brazil's Pantanal wetland, which forms part 
of the world's largest tropical wetlands — home to 


at least 650 bird species, more than 190 species of 
mammals, 50 kinds of reptiles, more than 1,100 
butterfly species and 270 fish species. According 
to the Global Nature Fund, the installment of new 
ethanol distilleries is threatening the wetlands' 
hydrological cycles. 

And don't forget our friends in the biotech 
industry who, faced with worldwide opposition 
to human consumption of genetically modi- 
fied (GM) foods, see agrofuel production as a 
new market for their GM creations. Monsanto, 
for example, has created a RoundUp Ready soy 
variety, which is modified to withstand massive 
applications of Monsanto's infamous RoundUp 
herbicide. And coming soon: RoundUp Ready 


sugarcane varieties, expected in Brazilian cane 
fields by 2009. 

The MSI', respected worldwide for its ability to or- 
ganize, educate and mobilize the mral poor in the 
fight for the democratization of land and resources, 
has announced its every intention to impede corpo- 
rate agrofuel expansion. With more than 20 years 
of experience under its belt and a praxis built upon 
the experiences of hundreds of thousands of orga- 
nized landless workers, the MST is wholly prepared 
for the challenges it will face. As a result of the land 
occupations conducted over the years by hundreds 
of families at once — a tactic that wards off eviction 
by government or private armies — two million peo- 
ple now live on lands secured through direct action. 
These two million people, who carry an understand- 
ing of the importance of collective mass action, con- 
tinually mobilize to pressure local, state and federal 
governments for improved access to schools, roads, 
health care and more. They are joined by an addi- 
tional 120, (XX) MST families who currently occupy 
unproductive estates across Brazil. These three mil- 
lion people make up the MST's militant base of op- 
erations, a force that no one can ignore. 

Marina dos Santos is the daughter of small farm- 
ers who lost their lands in the 1980s. She is now a 
member of the MST's National Coordinating Body. 
Marina recently identified corporate agrofuel ex- 
pansion as "the principal enemy of the movement" 
for its role in subordinating Brazil's lands and other 
natural resources to the needs of transnational cor- 
porations. During the MST's Fifth National Con- 
gress, a week-long gathering held in June, 18,000 
MST delegates announced their plans to "fight for 
the production of agrofuels under peasant and rural 


worker control, as part of a polycultural agricultural 
system, with environmental protections and with 
the objective of energy sovereignty for the people 
living in each ecological region.” Far from being an 
empty threat, this declaration was made following 
two years of in-depth analysis and discussion on 
the part of the three million MST militants who 
sent their delegates to the congress. 

Already, the MST has begun occupying plan- 
tations and mills operated by transnational 
corporations. It also occupied a major river di- 
version project that, if constructed, will inun- 
date critical habitat to provide irrigated lands 
for new agro-export and agrofuel plantations. 
After 2,000 activists from more than 25 social 
movements joined together to occupy a con- 
struction site of the Brazilian government's Rio 
Sao Francisco Diversion Project, they declared 
their determination to "continue struggling so 
that the needs and priorities of the people and 
the environment in which they live prevail over 
the interests of capital." 

If you're looking for a starting point in the col- 
lective struggle for a more just enviornment and 
economy — and if it is to succeed, it must be col- 
lective — the MST’s Jo3c Pedro Stediles has some 
suggestions for how movements, organizations 
and individuals in the Global North can help: 
"The first thing is to bring down your neoliberal 
governments. Second, help us to get rid of foreign 
debt... Third, fight; build mass struggles. Don't de- 
lude yourself that because you have a higher liv- 
ing standard than us, you can build a better world. 
It's impossible for you to maintain your current 
patterns of consumption without exploiting us, so 
you have to battle to change the type of consum- 
erism that you're caught up in." 

Wherever you live, wherever you work, wher- 
ever you study, organize, educate, mobilize and 
radicalize! 

For more information, visit www.mstbrazil.org 
or email infot" mstbrazil.org. 

luan Reardon, is a student of agroecology and a 
member of Friends of the MST. 



Last July, in the town of Coronel Sapucaia, 
in the state of Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil, Ortiz 
Lopes was murdered for taking action to reclaim 
stolen land for his community, the Guarani- 
Kaiowa people. His story is painfully familiar for 
those involved in the Brazilian land disputes. 

In the 1970s, the Guarani’s land (and liveli- 
hood) was stolen from them by cattle ranchers. 
Since then, they have been forced to work on 
sugar plantations, doing back-breaking labor for 
barely any pay. 

In January, the Guarani occupied the Madama 
ranch — a portion of the land seized 30 years 
ago. Soon after, they were violently evicted and 
charged with squatting. During the eviction, 
Xurete Lopes, a 70-year-old community spiritual 
leader, was killed. 

In May, the Guarani made an official claim 
on the contested land. The wealthy ranchers, 
feeling threatened and furious about being con- 
fronted, sent a gunman to kill Lopes while the 
government took its time sorting out the land- 
dispute lawsuit. 

According to the Pastoral Land Commission, 
an organization that monitors land conflicts, in 
2006. there were 39 murders related to these land 
disputes in Brazil, with another 72 murders at- 
tempted. In the past 10 years, the death toll re- 
lated to land disputes stands at 1,464 — yet only 
71 paramilitaries and 19 contractors have been 
found guilty. 

With the addition of Lopes' murder, the num- 
ber of killings in Mato Grosso in 2007 is already 
greater than the total for all of 2006. 



MST marching through Brasilia 
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Dear Shit for Brains, 

Greetings from MDC 
Brooklyn — a fortress designed 
to get those awaiting trial to 
plead out (or worse, cooper- 
ate) due to absurd rules gov- 
erning every aspect of prisoner 
life. While I am waiting to be 
shipped out, I figured I would 
shoot a letter off to express my 
heartfelt thanks to the Journal 
and the foumal community 
for the support. Thank you 
for covering the case (the so- 
called Operation Backfire) so 
closely and for soliciting (arm- 
twisting) articles from the 
defendants' support groups 
every issue. On a personal 
note, thanks for making sure 
I always receive the lournal on 
the inside — it’s read and en- 
joyed by many here! 

Since I'm constrained by the 
scant SFB word limit, I'll just 
touch on probably one of the 
more controversial topics on 
people's minds: cooperating 
witnesses. To simplify matters 
(and because, sadly, the list is 
long!), I'll just beg of you to 
support the people who, in 
dealing with this case, have 
shown great integrity and 
honor: Sadie (Joyanna Zach- 
er), Exile (Nathan Block) and 
Jonathan Paul. My lawyers 
have told me that Briana Wa- 
ters in the Washington case 
also is not cooperating. Show 
these people love — they have 
earned it. As for the others, I'll 
deal with that later — suffice 
to say, the time for lies and 
sneakiness is over. 

Keep up the good fight, re- 
fuse to become single-issue in 
your work and don’t let them 
get you down. If I can do it, so 
can you. 

With love behind enemy 
lines, 

— Daniei McGowan 

P.S. Free and Avalon — I 
miss you. 

On the Move! 

In August 2008, the MOVE 
9 will be eligible for parole, 
after spending 30 years in 
prison for a crime they did 
not commit. According to the 
parole guidelines, the MOVE 
9 should be released. But we 
don’t want people to relax 
with this, because the parole 
board is notorious for denying 
inmates' parole for not admit- 
ting guilt, even when they’re 
not guilty — or denying people 
parole for other reasons that 
have nothing to do with their 
institutional record and "reha- 
bilitation." 

This is a tactic that is mis- 
used by the parole board and 
a huge injustice to political 
prisoners like Leonard Peltier, 
Sundiota Acoli, Herman Bell... 
and prisoners all over the na- 
tion, especially if you are in- 
nocent of the charges, like the 
MOVE 9 are. 

The threat of staying in pris- 
on for not admitting guilt is 
intimidating people into con- 
fessing to crimes they didn’t 
commit. For the parole board 
to keep people in prison for 


not admitting guilt whether 
they are guilty or not is to re- 
sentence a person on the same 
charges to another jail term, 
which ain't nothin' but dou- 
ble jeopardy. That is supposed 
to be illegal. 

The parole board makes peo- 
ple admit guilt so these judges 
are not liable. But whether 
you admit guilt or not should 
have no bearing— you have 
been tried, convicted and sen- 
tenced to a prison term. You’ve 
paid for that conviction. And 
for the parole board to deny 
your release after paying for a 
conviction makes them rotten 
merchants. It’s like paying for 
merchandice and not getting 
what you paid for. And MOVE 
is not gonna accept this injus- 
tice. It’s a G-d-given right to 
fight for what’s right. 

Judges send innocent poor 
people to prison all the time. 
Cops and district attorneys 
deliberately send poor people 
to prison who are not guilty of 
certain crimes. Since the DNA 
testing law has been in exis- 
tence, more than 200 people 
have been released from pris- 
on who were falsely convicted. 
This has only been within a few 
years. In many of those cases, 
these men were denied parole 
(release) up to five times or 
more, because they refused to 
admit guilt because they were 
not guilty. They spent 21 and 
22 years in prison before being 
released, only due to DNA evi- 
dence. Two hundred people. 
That should tell you just how 
many thousands of people are 
in prison and not guilty of 
crimes they've been convicted 
of. These people cannot prove 
their innocence through a 
blood/swab test. These people 
who are on death row or were 
executed, but cannot prove 
their innocence, are just at the 
mercy of this system's apathy, 
deadness, arrogance and in- 
sensitivity. 

Everybody in prison is feel- 
ing the effects of this thievin’ 
behavior of the parole board — 
stealing years, decades, from 
people’s lives by denying their 
release when they come up 
for parole. This is inexplicable 
and unacceptable, and MOVE 
is not gonna give up fighting 
for our innocence. To quote 
John Africa, “This is a system 
folks are living in. It was de- 
vised from an idea, and the 
rules — the so-called laws, the 
practices of this system, this 
idea, this civilization — have 
influenced everybody in the 
system since the beginning of 
the system. So if you got crime 
now, it is because you had it 
when you started. Criminals 
don't come from the womb of 
a woman, they’re influenced 
to be criminals when they en- 
ter the crime-oriented cavity 
of civilization.” 

—MOVE 

Dear Paula, 

Sony, but you are wrong. 
Well at least partially wrong. It 
simply isn’t true that "you, me. 


the animals, the Earth Libera- 
tion Front and the Animal Lib- 
eration Front — we're all in this 
together” (see EF// July-August 
2007). The reality of our com- 
munity is that while many of 
us are both "environmental" 
and "animal welfare" at the 
same time, there are many of 
us who have just an "environ- 
mental" or just an "animal 
welfare" focus. Usually the is- 
sues upon which we work are 
such that this makes no differ- 
ence, but sometimes this is not 
the case, and we can even be 
on opposite sides. One of the 
greatest challenges we face is 
how to maintain cooperation 
on the issues where we are 
natural "allies” in spite of the 
fact that every now and again 
issues will come up where we 
are "enemies." 

This is a very fundamental 
division akin to a difference 
in religions, and no wishful 
thinking can make it go away. 
Perhaps all too often, compro- 
mises because of practicality 
are seen by those on the "ani- 
mal welfare" side to mean that 
they are making progress in 
converting all "environmen- 
tals” to their "religion." But 
it simply isn't so. There are 
"environmentals” who do not 
aspire to become some higher, 
nobler beings than animals. 
They would deny that there 
is something higher, more 
noble. Herbivores eat plants, 
carnivores eat other animals, 
omnivores eat some of both, 
and they would classify them- 
selves as omnivores (what sort 
of animal humans are). They 
would equate the claim that 
"humans would be better be- 
ings as herbivores" (because 
they could be) roughly the 
same way were that claim be- 
ing made, say, about a raccoon 
or a black bear. They interpret 
the argument that humans 
should do this "because they 
can — it's wrong for the rac- 
coon or bear, but they can't 
help themselves" as a denial of 
the worthiness of animality. 

lx>ok, at a gathering such as 
a Round River Rendezvous the 
group kitchen is vegan. This is 
not an example of "progress" 
in converting the unenlight- 
ened. It’s an example of the 
sort of compromise necessary 
for logistic reasons. Too diffi- 
cult to supply and operate two 
kitchens, one for vegans and 
one for omnivores, and the 
vegans have to be able to eat. 
If you imagined the reason 
was along the lines, "to avoid 
upsetting us by letting us see 
that they are the sort of people 
who kill and eat animals; we 
couldn't associate with people 
who did evil things like that," 
then sorry, you are wrong (mis- 
taken). You were surprised that 
there was to be a workshop in 
tanning? Well, that's different 
from the kitchen situation — 
doesn't displace any possibili- 
ties for vegans. Presumably, 
whoever was planning for this 
thought it useful to share the 
skill of using all of an animal 


that might be killed for meat. 
A matter of respect for the life 
of the animal, of a different 
sort than perhaps you are used 
to, but respect nevertheless. 

Perhaps this troubles you, 
troubles you to know that 
some of your erstwhile al- 
lies are not "animal welfare” 
types. Perhaps more troubling 
is anything that threatens the 
illusion that the "animal wel- 
fare” folks are making progress 
in converting those who are 
just "environmental," perhaps 
even of the "primitivist” sort 
(a "tanning" workshop is sug- 
gestive of that perspective). 
Perhaps you really would be 
too uncomfortable working 
on projects where the differ- 
ence shouldn't matter "be- 
cause they are people of that 
sort." That’s the sort of ques- 
tion you can only answer for 
yourself. As I said, this is a 
great challenge. The solution 
is not going to be, "well, the 
environmentalists will simply 
have to change religion," be- 
cause that won't happen. 

For the Earth, 

— Michael D. Novack 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

First, Ben Pachano's SFB 
(see EF.'I July-August 2007) 
was right on in its assessment 
of Donny's editorial (see EF!) 
May-June 2007). Address- 
ing oppression is imperative, 
but if it’s not being done in 
a context that promotes bio- 
centric direct action, it's not 
EF!. Things like the Trans’ 
and Women’s Action Camp 
(TWAC) that took place before 
the Rendezvous have poten- 
tial to maintain some focus on 
EFI-style action while address- 
ing internal patriarchal/op- 
pressive movement dynamics, 
but at this point they’re the 
exception, not the norm — 
most discussion of these issues 
in EF! right now fails to keep 
the focus on EF!. 

Second, DN's "A Challenge 
Worth Meeting" was a text- 
book example of the wishful 
positivism that oftentimes 
characterizes internal EF! dia- 
logue (see EF!J July-August 
2007). DN claims that "in 
the long run, Operation Back- 
fire might be remembered as 
a galvanizing experience and 
not just a simple tragedy." 
Unfortunately, the lack of EF!- 
style actions and campaigns 
in this country says otherwise. 
By arresting, prosecuting and 
sentencing radical environ- 
mentalists, the government 
has not "performed a ser- 
vice — albeit at a great cost to 
individuals — by educating and 
radicalizing people through 
its repressive actions," as DN 
states. It has badly scared folks 
and delivered another hard 
blow to an already faltering 
movement. 

And third, the workshop at 
the recent Rendezvous address- 
ing the direction of EF! failed 
to yield a critical look at where 
EF! as a movement stands. At 
the start of the workshop, we 



were asked to articulate what 
we needed from the move- 
ment. This could have engen- 
dered a frank dialogue about 
the dwindling number of EF! 
groups and the future of EF!, 
but instead lost focus and end- 
ed up somewhere completely 
different (a fitting allegory if 
I've ever seen one). 

These three examples point to 
a serious lack of critical thinking 
and constructive self-criticism 
within EF!. We can start by fo- 
cusing on direct action for the 
planet (people included), not 
trying to pass off unlikely hopes 
for the future as probable out- 
comes of dire events and put- 
ting our attention where's it's 
needed in our movement. But 
we'll also need to start thinking 
strategically if we're going to 
stand a fighting chance. 

— Blue-berry 

Dear SFB, 

Having followed EF! from 
the sidelines for years, I am 
excited about becoming more 
active in this community, es- 
pecially as folks in the move- 
ment increasingly address and 
deal with how interactions 
among one another reflect our 
society’s interactions with eco- 
logical systems. 

In response to Ben Pach- 
ano's letter, I do not think 
that Donny intended to im- 
ply that the primary focus of 
EF!'s “fourth wave" should 
be internal, social struggles. 
Within this forum, the con- 
versations I've participated 
in that deal with oppression 
have been in the context 
that not only are relations 
between people and nature 
oppressive, but also that re- 
lations with one another 
are too often oppressive and 
that without addressing so- 
cial oppression, a movement 
that confronts ecological op- 
pression can never truly be 
successful. 

It is understandable how 
Donny's editorial could have 
been interpreted as Ben and 
perhaps others did, but to say 
that "sitting around and talk- 
ing about our shit, writing 
anti-oppression policies and 
'calling out’ sexual offenders 
are not biocentric direct ac- 
tion, nor do they lead to it," is 
destructive. If people who find 
it impossible to work with EF! 
groups are constantly drop- 
ping out of this community 
because they are not in any 
given majority and the larger 
group won't even acknowl- 
edge its oppressive behavior, 
this movement will never 
reach the scale it needs to. 

Furthermore, Ben's state- 
ment implies that every action 
true EFiers take is biocentric 
and/or direct action. Ideally, 
that is our intent, but the re- 
ality is that we take daily ac- 
tions that are not exclusively 
biocentric and many of our 
actions are oppressive in some 
way. This is especially true 
considering that our society is 
structured so that we cannot 
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comprehend, let alone trace, 
every consequence of every de- 
cision. In my eyes, to supple- 
ment biocentric direct action 
with those that better social 
relations is not only beneficial 
but necessary. The two are not 
mutually exclusive; indeed, to 
believe so is dangerous. 

In conversation, others have 
criticized this year's TWAC, ba- 
sically calling it a distraction. 
I see it as an important op- 
portunity for a specific group 
of people who have faced op- 
pression to arm themselves 
with skills to further the EF! 
movement. Hopefully, others 
will find both strength within 
themselves and a respecting 
forum for their concerns and 
suggestions to be voiced. 

Both TWAC and this past 
Organizers’ Conference (OC) 
sexual assault and Confront- 
ing Oppression Within dis- 
cussions were products of 
continuing conversations on 
internal oppression (and re- 
member, the sexual assault 
discussion was a request by 
our host because of our his- 
tory and reputation). These 
represent a sliver of topics that 
should be addressed by this 
movement. I found having 
two conversations (one broad- 
er and one focused, as at the 
OC) to be more helpful than 
having one sole, open discus- 
sion about internal oppression 
(as at this year's Rendezvous). 
Perhaps at next year's OC, we 
can have conversation about 
another specific manifestation 
of internal oppression, as well 
as more open discussion, with 
the intent that such discus- 
sions will create healthier re- 
lationships with one another 
and strengthen the Earth First! 
movement. 

Yours truly, 

— Colleen Elizabeth 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Greetings from Katiiah, 
y’all. The mountain laurel's 
in bloom, and the bears are 
roaring. You wouldn't see it 
though, if you were not here... 
which is how it also works 
concerning changes and evo- 
lution within activist groups. 
If you’re experiencing oppres- 
sion issues within your faction, 
or any group of folks, you can 
bet it won't improve without 
some constructive input. After 
that, time. Using patriarchy as 
an example... you don't get 
culturally deprogrammed in a 
week or a month. If you really 
want to see changes in a group 
dynamic, it helps to stay ac- 
tive within the group. Really! 
You have to stick it out and 
make some noise. It seems to 
me patriarchy is fueled by ig- 
norance and accommodation, 
and it takes communication 
to get out of the pattern. The 
only way to build community 
and trust and to move past 
any divisive issue is to stay ac- 
tive. Drive-by radicalism and 
far-flung dirty laundry are not 
nearly as effective as consistent 
meetings, potlucks, camp-outs 
and similar social construc- 
tions. Am 1 talking to you? I 
don't know. I'm just sayin'. 

— Ed in K-land 

EF1J, 

Your decision to allow a 
forum for two maximum-se- 
curity prisoners to "correct" 
my account of prison life 
was irresponsible and pos- 
sibly not without disastrous 
consequences (see EF!J July- 
August 2007). Because of this 


decision, we are now left with 
an untold number of activ- 
ists paralyzed by fear over the 
thought of prison being "just 
like the movies." 

As stated, my account of 
prison life was applicable to 
federal prisons only. As also 
stated, the information was 
applicable to a security level 
of medium and lower. Even 
for arson cases, classification 
above medium is an extreme 
improbability. Furthermore, 
most politically charged cases 
are prosecuted federally. Thus 
the depictions of prison life 
in maximum security state 
prisons are not only irrelevant 
to most activists, they are as 
much a "response" to my ar- 
ticle as the experience of a Bel 
Air resident carries over to life 
in Tijuana. Different worlds. 

The authors of these re- 
sponses both sit in maximum- 
security state prisons. Both 
"maximum-security" and 
"state” are crucial distinctions. 
The culture of federal prisons 
versus state is almost night 
and day, as is the culture of 
maximum versus medium. For 
the EF!J to give maximum-se- 
curity state prisoners a forum 
to "rebut" the words of a me- 
dium-security federal prisoner 
was ignorant, dangerous and 
irresponsible. It is unfortunate 
both authors felt qualified to 
challenge my commentary on 
an experience so dramatically 
different from their own, leav- 
ing a confused and probably 
fearful readership. One fear- 
instilling prison article can 
silence a thousand who might 
otherwise act as their hearts 
tell them. And I would hate to 
see it happen. 

— Peter Young 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

When coming home after a 
long, hard day of work after this 
year's Rondy, 1 was surprised 
and disappointed to realize that 
almost all of the editors of the 
EF!J had left to go home before 
the post-Rondy action. With 
all the talk around the Journal 
about low content and all the 
complaining about the small 
number of actions happening 
around the US, 1 would think 
supporting actions when they 
do occur would be somewhat 
of a no brainer and something 
that the editors from Tucson 
would be eager to be a part of. 
Or maybe this frustration is my 
fault, for thinking that these 
"armchair anarchists" would 
actually step outside their 
fluffy positions of privilege and 
do something. Psht! 

— Babarcholini Tootsywoo 

Editor's Note: Babarcholini’s 
criticism is more than valid. By 
the end of the Rondy, we were 
overly anxious to return to Tucson 
to get started on the next issue of 
the Journal. We knew the change 
to tabloid format would take extra 
work, and our production schedule 
was shortened already because of 
our journey to Indiana. Still, in 
retrospect, having more of us stay 
for the action would have been a 
good decision. However, calling the 
rest of us “ armchair anarchists" or 
"privileged" because we work on 
a project that leaves little time for 
cross-country direct action doesn't 
make sense to us. For the record, 
the current long-termer collective 
has been a part of the previous 
three post-gathering actions. 

Dear EF!, 

The July-August 2007 issue 
was the best I’ve ever read! 


The many articles on practi- 
cal do-it-yourself strategies 
to fight oppression and cor- 
porate rapacity; the cogent, 
insightful and useful pieces 
on state repression and how 
to successfully confront it; 
plus the articles with a posi- 
tive spin. All in all, an excel- 
lent collection. Thank you for 
sharing it with me. 

One article in particular I 
felt deserved special plaudit: 
"Unsustainable Activism." 
"Dr. Hyena" brought up a 
point that receives little at- 
tention — the fact that the eco- 
movement is so guilt-centric 
and riddled with angst. 

If it was more associated 
with pleasure, joy, love of 
nature and the other things 
people are willing to fight for 
(rather than all the negatives 
that are headline grabbers), 
the movement would find it 
easier to attract a wider mem- 
bership and more support. 

I'm not suggesting EF! 
downplay the many horren- 
dous things taking place; and 
1 certainly agree with direct 
action — and making your im- 
pact felt economically, physi- 
cally, etc. But I do think the 
way to make a major change 
in society is through empha- 
sizing universal sensations 
that transcend differences that 
divide us. 

We all want to be wanted, 
to love and be loved. As the 
physical world we inhabit is a 
complex web of interactions, 
we are part of nature, and ex- 
tending love to the Earth is as 
close and "natural" as a walk 
on the beach or a quiet mo- 
ment sitting in a forest. In- 
clude the senses, the body and 
our dreams in the dialogue 
with Mother Earth (and each 
other). I feel that’s the best 
way to reach out and convince 
people to change their lives in 
ways EF!ers can applaud. 

Again, thank you for the 
special issue, and keep up the 
good work. 

In solidarity, 

— Thomas Marc Hoy 

Dear Earth First!, 

Great article on secession 
(see EF!J July-August 2007)! 
Now, you are finally address- 
ing a fundamental action that 
we can take to regain owner- 
ship of our political and eco- 
nomic systems. And only with 
some real sense of ownership 
can we begin to affect change. 
Evidence and history suggests 
that once a nation exceeds 
around 10 million people, its 
capacity for sane government 
rapidly diminishes. More than 
100 million, insanity is virtu- 
ally guaranteed. 

Some fear that small seces- 
sionists states will allow "the 
bad guys" to take over — the 
racists, the wealthy few, the 
lunatics. This is a completely 
irrational fear (and in fact 
not so much a legitimate fear 
as fear-mongering by those 
who oppose secession). In a 
small state, people are nei- 
ther better nor worse than in 
a large one. You will still have 
the same mix of visionaries, 
greedheads, racists and ideal- 
ists. But because everything is 
more transparent, bad deeds 
are more readily exposed, 
and good deeds more quickly 
rewarded. 

Furthermore, the power 
of the malevolent few, who 
tend to rise to power in 
large, opaque social systems, 
is greatly reduced. And the 


power of the many is greatly 
increased. 

Kirkpatrick Sale neglects 
to mention two vital texts 
on secession: Leopold Kohr's 
Breakdown of Nations (1957) 
and, more recently, Naylor 
and Wiilimon's Downsizing the 
USA (1997). Both are "must 
reads" on the subject and are 
even more relevant than, for 
example, Schumacher's Small 
Is Beautiful (1987). 

The American political-eco- 
nomic system is irredeemably 
corrupt and, barring total col- 
lapse, will not change for the 
better in our lifetime. Seces- 
sion is a chance to start over 
on a human scale and do 
things right. Radical biore- 
gionalism is the only way to 
build an ecologically sustain- 
able society. There is an essen- 
tial truth here that few seem to 
appreciate: Nothing will work 
in a state that is too large; ev- 
erything is possible in a state 
that is human-scale. 

— David Skrbina 

Dear SI B, 

"Cruelty to nature" is a 
phrase Carl Hiaasen uses in 
his book Flush, which is about 
an environmentally conscious 
father. His book Hoot is also a 
well-written book geared for 
junior high to high school 
kids. What a good way to put 
it. I had only used "cruelty to 
animals" before. 

Was very disappointed that I 
couldn’t get to the RRR — only 
three and a half hours drive 
from where I live, too. 

Would like to see more Dear 
SFB letters printed — two or 
three pages. They're both infor- 
mative and food for thought, 
and are sometimes quite enter- 
taining. It’d be great to be able 
to get in touch with the people 
who write some of the letters. 

Thanks for all of your 
great work! 

— Animals Have Souls 

Dear SFB, 

I was reading a magazine the 
other day, and I was struck by 
the relevance of two articles in 
the magazine to issues in Earth 
First!. There are clear ramifica- 
tions here that necessitate our 
consideration.... 

In British Columbia, there 
has been an application of a 
machine called the "sawfish." 
This is a refrigerator-sized yel- 
low box with a pincer and 
moving chainsaw blade in one 
end. It is tethered by a cable 
to a joystick and video moni- 
tor. The pilot of the sawfish 
sits in a barge. In this case, the 
barge is floating on a British 
Columbian lake. The cameras 
in the sawfish help guide the 
pilot to propel the machine to 
the bottom of the lake, where 
a suitable tree is located. The 
sawfish grabs the tree in the 
pincer and saws it off. The tree 
then rockets to the surface, 
where it is towed and stacked 
onto another barge. Workers 
in this industry have likened 
this process to "a rocket being 
launched." 

Another project planned 
for this underwater logging 
machine is at a reservoir 
made by a dam. Adherents 
of the machine say that one 
of the best things about 
it is "it's quiet." So, here, 
we have a great reason for 
building dams. Not only do 
we create jobs and hydro- 
electric power, but after all 
the indigenous people are 
forced to relocate, we can 


log underwater with less 
pressure than aboveground! 

On the one hand, underwa- 
ter logging of existing dammed 
reservoirs would result in more 
space for water and therefore 
more potential for hydroelec- 
tricity. On the other, logging 
of lakes would be presented to 
the sun. Think of it this way; 
would you rather live in a for- 
est or a desert? 

If you were a fish, would 
you rather live in a glass 
bowl with sand in the bot- 
tom or in a boggy lake with 
plenty of dark, shady spots, 
rich in smells and tastes? 
They say that wood does not 
decay rapidly, but have you 
ever tried to start a fire with 
wet twigs? Underwater log- 
ging necessitates the drying 
of wet logs, and that takes 
heat. Most lumber mills 
kiln-dry their products, but 
these trees have been sitting 
underwater for perhaps de- 
cades. A tricky issue; as far 
as I know, trees don't really 
grow hydroponically.... 

A suitable experiment would 
be to take two identical fish- 
bowls, one with only water in 
it, the other with water plus a 
lot of twigs and sticks, mud, 
etc. Then set them out in the 
Mojave Desert and see which 
one dries out faster.... 

The other article, perhaps 
less relevant, involved under- 
water mining near Australia. 
A "black smoker" is a volca- 
nic vent. Over time, the vent 
builds up a tube, somewhat 
like an underwater volcano. 
The "entrepreneur" in this 
venture noticed that a "dead" 
black smoker, one that was no 
longer active, had high per- 
centages of valuable metals, 
silver, gold, nickel, etc. 

So he found a way to grind 
up the tube and vacuum it up 
to a surface ship, where pre- 
sumably it underwent further 
processes to extract the min- 
erals. A "live" black smoker 
cannot be processed because 
it is too hot. 

At first glance, this process 
seems less harmful than under- 
water logging; however, 1 have 
read that 98 percent of gold 
mined is used for jewelry... be- 
sides, if gold was that "useful," 
why did they build a huge fort 
to hold a zillion tons of it and 
let it sit there? Yes, it is used 
in industry — thread for silicon 
chips and shields for satel- 
lites — but these parts use very 
little of the total gold mined. 

When I found a dead bird, 
I would cut off its feet and 
make earrings out of them. 
Hey, it was dead! I prided 
myself on collecting differ- 
ent pairs of dead birds' feet. 
They were voodoo charms. 
People would say, "Man oh 
man, didja see that guy with 
the bird's foot in his ear?!" 
But then, I noticed that, af- 
ter a year or two, the feet de- 
cayed and turned to powder. 
I’m glad I did that. I don't do 
it anymore. That taught me 
not to collect what you don't 
need, what you do collect, 
either use it or pass it on to 
someone who can. 

But finding a dead bird is a 
lot different than using ma- 
chines to disturb profound 
ecosystems. How did the bird 
and the ecosystems die? As a 
result of man, more than like- 
ly. At least the Incas made art 
out of gold, instead of plain 
ingots.... 

Thank you; see you next time. 

— John Mueller 
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Defending the Wild in Iceland 


continued from page 1 
Iceland to "reclaim our public ar- 
eas and make it a space to be free to 
dance, free from dreary industrial car 
culture and free to throw a festival in 
opposition to the grim industrializa- 
tion plans for Iceland." 

When the rave reached Reykjavik's 
town center, police blocked the road 
and a stand-off ensued. After an hour, 
police attacked the raving protesters. 
The filth was all too happy to use all 
the techniques they learned from 
training with American SWAT teams, 
such as foot-cuffing. YouTube re- 
moved videos of police bru- 
tality without explanation, 
possibly at the request of the 
Icelandic government. 

Direct Action 

On July 18, Saving Iceland 
closed the supply road to 
Century Aluminum's Grund- 
artangi smelter and the Ice- 
landic Alloys steel factory. 

Two days later, Saving Ice- 
land invaded Reykjavik Ener- 
gy and raised a huge banner 
accusing the electricity com- 
pany of supplying energy 
to war-mongering corporations Rio 
Tinto Alcan and Century/RUSAL. Two 
days after that, another banner was 
dropped over Reykjavik's City Coun- 
cil, which owns Reykjavik Energy. 

Then, on July 20, the Icelandic con- 
sulate in Edinburgh, Scotland, was 
painted red under the slogan "Ice- 
land Bleeds," and locks were glued. 

Not even a week later, on July 24, 
Saving Iceland blocked the gates of 
Rio Tinto Alcan's Straumsvik smelter 
in Hafnarfjordur. Previous protests 
against Alcan have been successful. 
Recently, in Kashipur, India, Alcan 
had to give up its participation in 
a bauxite mine because of protests 
against its human rights violations 
and environmental devastation. 
Alcan has been accused of cultural 
genocide in Kashipur because min- 
ing and dams have already displaced 
150,000 mainly tribal people there. 

In Iceland, the people of Haf- 
nafjordur have stopped the 
expansion of the Straumsvik 
smelter with a referendum, but 
the mayor of Hafnafjordur and 
representatives from Alcan are 
hinting at expanding the smelt- 
er anyway. They say that the 
referendum only applied to a 
certain spot by the existing fac- 
tory and that it could not stop 
the smelter expansion being 
built on a landfill on the other 
side of the factory. Locals con- 
tinue to protest these plans and 
dropped banners stating "No Means 
No" and "Nietzsche Killed God, Lud- 
vik [the Mayor] Killed Democracy." 

On July 26, Saving Iceland invad- 
ed Reykjavik Energy's construction 
site for expansion of the Hellisheidi 
geothermal power plant in Hengill. 
People locked themselves onto ma- 
chinery, climbed a giant crane and 
blockaded the entrance roads. The ac- 
tion must have been successful, since 
Reykjavik Energy has announced its 
intention to sue the protesters for 
losses caused by stopped work on 
the site. 

Finally, the Earth Liberation Front 
struck Rio Tinto in England, in soli- 
darity. "In the early hours of July 30, 
saboteurs struck at Smurfit Kappa, a 
plastics factory owned by Rio Tinto 
Alcan in Chelmsford, Essex. The 
gates were locked shut, office doors 
and loading bays were sabotaged 
with glue, and a message was paint- 
ed on the wall. Vehicles belonging to 
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Rio Tinto were also sabotaged," read 
the ELF's statement. 

Myths About 
Geothermal Power 

"The goal of enlarging the Hellishei- 
di power plant is to meet industries' 
demands for energy," states the Envi- 
ronmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 
The energy is needed particularly for 
the Century expansion at Grundar- 
tangi and possible new Alcan and 
Century plants. The current Icelan- 
dic government says it opposes more 
smelters, but the Hellisheidi power 


plant is still being expanded. Once 
the expansion is completed, this will 
force Iceland to build more smelters, 
because the electricity needs to be 
sold to get the money from invest- 
ments back. In the meantime, farm- 
ers pay twice as much for electricity 
as Century does. 

Even without the smelters, the 
Hellesheidi and other geothermal 
power plants are not as green as 
Reykjavik Energy suggests. Hot and 
toxic waste water is disposed of by 
pumping it back into the borehole, 
commonly increasing the frequency 
of earthquakes in this very active 
fault zone or by pumping it untreat- 
ed into streams and lakes, wiping out 
valuable ecosystems because treat- 
ment is considered too expensive. 
The northern end of Lake Thingval- 
lavatn, which is near Hengill, is al- 
ready biologically dead in parts due 


to wastewater pumping and must be 
protected from more damage. 

In addition, extraction of under- 
ground fluids leads to changes in 
groundwater movements, common- 
ly including the drying of unique hot 
springs and geysers and pollution of 
pure subsurface spring water. 

Smelter Expansion 

Alcoa, Rio Tinto Alcan, Norsk 
Hydro and Century/RUSAL are all 
scheming for new smelters in Ice- 
land. Century Aluminum wants to 
build a second smelter, this time in 
Helguvik, with a projected capacity 
of at least 276,000 tons per year. The 
planned site is designed to accom- 
modate further expansion. An EIA 
for the Helguvik smelter is currently 
under review by the aluminum in- 
dustry's foremost construction engi- 
neers. 

It is absurd that an engineering 
company with a vested interest in 
the smelter's construction could be 


considered to produce an objective 
EIA. The document makes idiotic 
claims, such as stating that air pollu- 
tion is really not a problem because 
Helguvik is such a windy place that 
the pollution will just blow away. 

This smelter will demand four new 
geothermal power plants on the Reyk- 
janes peninsula (south of Reykjavik), 
as well as in the Hengill area, which 
has already been seriously damaged 
by the Hellisheidi plant. The EIA does 
not take these places into account, 
nor does it consider the impact of 
the huge number of power lines and 


pylons required. Also, the smelter’s re- 
quired energy exceeds the natural ca- 
pacity of the geothermal spots, which 
will cool down anyway in three or 
four decades. Century admits it wants 
the site to expand further in the com- 
ing decades. So, it is obvious that this 
smelter will not just ruin Reykjanes, 
but also need additional hydropower. 

Expansion of Icelandic alloy and 
aluminum smelters considerably 
contributes to Iceland's greenhouse 
gas emissions. If there are no fur- 
ther expansions of heavy industry 
beyond Grundartangi and Alcoa's 
Fjardaal (a new smelter in the east), 
Iceland will emit 38 percent more 
greenhouse gases than in 1990. If 
other expansion plans continue, lev- 
els would rise to an incredible 63 per- 
cent above 1990 levels. 

"This shows that all the talk about 
'green energy’ from hydro and geo- 
thermal sources is, in reality, a 
lie. Icelanders have to rise up 
against these transnational cor- 
porations," says Saving Iceland. 

Aluminum Equals War 

One effect of this year's ac- 
tions has been to expose the 
dubious role of aluminum 
companies in the arms indus- 
try. Much of the aluminum 
produced goes directly to the 
war efforts of the US, Russia 
and elsewhere. Aluminum is 
the single most important bulk 
metal for modern warfare: It 
makes missiles, tanks, fighter planes 
and nuclear weapons. 

"It's as if Iceland is organizing 
a competition between Alcoa, Rio 
Tinto Alcan and Century/RUSAL — 
whichever has committed the most 
human rights and environmental 
crimes gets Iceland's energy," says 
Saving Iceland. 

Alcoa's links to the US military-in- 
dustrial complex is well known. But 
until now, Century and Alcan have 
managed to stay out of the picture. 
Century is a subsidiary of Glencore, 
which is notorious for shady deals 
with apartheid South Africa, the So- 
viet Union, Iran and Iraq under Sad- 
dam Hussein. Glencore has merged 
with RUSAL, making the largest 
aluminum company in the world. 
RUSAL, the main aluminum supplier 
of the Russian military, contributes 
directly to the war in Chechnya, 
where at least 35,000 civilians have 
been killed with bombs and missiles 


made of aluminum. Glencore is also 
known to have recently massacred 
Wayuu people and local farmers in 
Colombia for mine expansion. 

Rio Tinto Alcan's aluminum al- 
loys are sold for a whole range of 
military purposes. Alcan is the main 
supplier for the European Aeronau- 
tic Defense and Space company 
(EADS), producer of helicopters, jets 
and satellites. EADS is the world's 
leading producer of missiles. Alcan 
also supplies to international arms 
manufacturers like Boeing in the US 
and Dassault in France. 

Colonizing Africa 

Rio Tinto Alcan recently 
signed a letter of intent with 
the government of Camer- 
oon to expand its existing 
Alucam smelter to 165,000 
tons per year and to build 
a new 1 65,000-ton-per-year 
smelter. The Lorn Pangar 
Dam, to be constructed by 
the government, would pro- 
vide power for this. Alcan 
has a large number of proj- 
ects planned in Africa. Its 
Greenfield Project Pipeline will run 
through Cameroon, Ghana, Guin- 
ea, Madagascar and South Africa. 
"Greenfield" means that untouched 
nature will be destroyed for the 
planned smelters and the dams that 
would power them, as well as mines 
and infrastructure. 

Alcan was active in apartheid South 
Africa between 1949 and 1986. Now, 
it wants to come back and develop 
a new smelter in the almost tax-free 
Coega Development Zone near Port 
Elizabeth. This would be powered 
by coal and nuclear energy delivered 
by Eskom, one of the world’s larg- 
est electricity companies. "Thirty 
percent of the poor communities of 
South Africa don't have electricity, 
and now it will all be going straight 
to Alcan," says Lera to Maregele, a 
South African activist. 

Eskom is a sister company of 
Iceland's national power company 
Landsvirkjun. Landsvirkjun can be 
expected to try to sell its expertise to 
Eskom 's various hydroprojects in Mo- 
zambique, Uganda and the Congo. It 
wants to have a role in damming the 
Congo River, a project twice the size 
of China's Three Gorges Dam. This 
dam would have a devastating effect 
on the central African rainforest. In 
the meantime, Alcoa is planning sev- 
en new dams in the Amazon rainfor- 
est to power aluminum smelters. 

Kick Them Out! 

Aluminum corporations are posing 
a massive threat to wildlife, wilder- 
ness and people around the world. 
In Iceland, people have seen the 
destruction wrought by the Karahn- 
jukar dam and are increasingly hesi- 
tant about bringing more heavy 
industry into the country. Stopping 
Alcoa, Rio Tinto Alcan and Century/ 
RUSAL in Iceland will be a major slap 
in their faces, and it is definitely pos- 
sible to win the struggle in Iceland 
if Icelanders continue to receive in- 
ternational support and solidarity. 
More and more, a global network 
against heavy industry is forming. 
Kicking these companies out of Ice- 
land can be a first step in kicking the 
evil bastards off the planet. 

Jaap Krater is a green anarchist writ- 
er and edits the Dutch quarterly Out 
of Order. He has been involved with 
Earth First! in the Netherlands and 
Brittain since the mid-'90s, as well as 
the recent campaign against heavy in- 
dustry in Iceland. 



Saving Iceland “raves" into Iceland's capital. 



A banner-hang at City Council 



Activist Killed as Nazis Attack Anti-Nuclear Camp 


COMPILED BY DONNY 

In the early morning of July 21, neo- 
Nazi skinheads launched a vicious and 
unprovoked attack on an anti-nuclear 
protest camp at the Yelovskoye Res- 
ervoir near Angarsk, Siberia, Russia. 
The Nazis violently attacked activists 
in their sleeping bags and tents with 
iron rods, knives, baseball bats and air 
pressure guns. Ilya Borodaenko suf- 
fered a head-fracture during the attack 
and later died in the 
hospital. At least nine 
others were seriously 
injured, including one 
person who had both 
of their legs broken. 

The attackers also set 
tents on fire and stole 
campers' belongings. 

Since Borodaenko's 
death, people have 
come to the camp to 
light candles in his 
memory. 

Although the pro- 
testers knew about 
the planned attack 
and had organized 
night guards, there 
were too few of 
them to stop the at- 
tack. According to 
police, at least 15 skinheads wear- 
ing camouflage clothing and white 
arm bands raided the camp of 21. 
Police say that two attackers have 
been arrested, and 13 more have 
been identified, but claim that the 
motive for the attack was robbery. 
Later, the police even denied that 
those who were attacked were ac- 
tivists, calling them tourists. This 
is utterly inconsistent with witness 
reports that the Nazis were shout- 
ing, "Antifa, ha, ha," and were oth- 
erwise "spitefully swearing" about 
the Russian anti-fascist movement 
as they beat the campers. 

Neo-Nazi attacks on migrants, 
anti-fascists and other political activ- 
ists in Russia have increased mark- 
edly in recent years. This was at least 
the fourth murder of a young, active 
anti-fascist in less than two years. 

Ever since the arrival of the activ- 
ists, police have arrested people il- 
legally and otherwise harassed the 
protesters in an attempt to intimi- 
date them. The cops also made a 
practice of entering the camp in an 
attempt to gather information about 
planned actions. 

Nuclear Storage 

The camp started on July 15, and was 
aimed at protesting a planned Inter- 
national Uranium Enrichment Center 
(IUEC) in Angarsk. Ros-Atom, Russia’s 
state agency for the nuclear industry, 


has plans to establish an IUEC at the 
Angarsk Uranium Enrichment Plant 
to supply fuel to Russian and other nu- 
clear power stations. The site is within 
the boundaries of the town of Angarsk 
and just 62 miles from lake Baikal — 
the world's deepest lake, classed as a 
World Natural Heritage Site. The Eco- 
logical Wave of Baikal (EWB), the ban- 
ner organization behind the camp, 
had planned various rallies in the sur- 
rounding area to inform locals about 


the campaign and drum up support. 
Rainbow Keepers (an environmental 
group) and Autonomous Action (an 
anti-fascist group) were also central to 
the planning of the camp. 

With neither a buffer safety area 
nor a radiation-control zone, the 
IUEC opponents say that the new 
proposals pave the way for another 
nuclear disaster like the Chernobyl 
meltdown in 1986. Since many 
countries that the plant will provide 
fuel for have little or no nuclear 
storage of their own, the Angarsk 
plant would be obligated to reclaim 
and store the spent nuclear fuel. A 
third concern is that depleted ura- 
nium hexafluoride is produced as a 
result of uranium enrichment and 
would be stored in the open at the 
Angarsk plant. 

The IUEC at Angarsk will make 
atomic technology accessible to many 
countries for the first time. How did 
the plans for this IUEC come about? 
Surprise, surprise: The first agreement 
about the creation of a network of 
IUECs was reached at last Summer's 
meeting of the Group of Eight in 
St. Petersburg. On Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's initiative, it was de- 
cided that the first such center would 
be built in Angarsk. 

Conclusion 

Putin has been internationally 
criticized for suppressing protest, and 


banning critical press and political 
dissent. Meanwhile, people around 
Angarsk have generally reacted posi- 
tively to protests in the hope that their 
futures will be free of nuclear horrors. 
The EWB is encouraging people to 
show support for the memory of Ilya 
Borodaenko, as well as the survivors 
of this attack, by organizing protests 
at Russian embassies. 

Financial help and other forms of 
solidarity are also urgently needed. 

If you are able to 
provide assistance 
of any kind, contact 
xmakimax@gmail.com 
or ogopogos@gmail. 
com. To donate funds, 
contact War Resist- 
ers International at 
info@wri-irg.org; www. 
wri-irg.org. 

PostScript 

More recently, it 
was announced that 
a new country, the 
Baikal Nuclear-Free 
Republic (BNFR), was 
founded on August 1. 
According to a state- 
ment, the BNFR has 
declared a ban on 
nuclear waste opera- 
tions, nuclear reactor construction 
and government violence. Russia 
and the United Nations were no- 
tified of the establishment of the 
BNFR, formerly a part of Russia. 

The centerpiece of the BNFR was 
an unfinished administrative build- 
ing next to government offices in 
the Siberian city of Irkutsk. Twenty 
activists affiliated with Ecodefense! 
(a group based in Kaliningrad and 
the only Russian contact listed in 
the directory of the EF!f) occupied 
the three-story building, blocked 
the entrances and stairs, and de- 
clared it a territory of the BNFR. 
Protesters hung a large banner from 
the roof, reading "Stop IUEC," as 
well as several smaller banners on 
various floors with anti-nuclear 
messages. 

Because of its shared borders with 
Russia, citizens of the BNFR are 
concerned about Russia's procliv- 
ity to import radioactive waste and 
enrich uranium. In this spirit, the 
BNFR declared its opposition to the 
proposed IUEC in Angarsk. 

Unfortunately, Russian police 
invaded the autonomous BNFR 
later in the day, arresting every 
citizen of the fledgling country. 
Released with fines the next day, 
BNFR officials confirmed they 
would continue to work in exile 
to fight the nuclear danger in the 
Baikal area of Siberia. 



Statement From the Environmental Protest Camp in Angarsk, Siberia 


On July 21, at 5 a.m., our sleeping camp was brutally 
attacked. Some scumbags suddenly tumbled down our 
tents, burned and stole our things and beat us, sleep- 
ing in our tents, with bats, hammers, cudgels and legs. 
At the same time, they were spitefully swearing at An- 
tifa (the anti-fascists). The terrible and premeditated 
cruelty of their attack leaves no doubt that it was not 
the work of some ordinary hooligans, but rather the 
thought-over action of Nazis. It is necessary to note 
the long absence of the police (more than a half hour) 
at the place of the crime, the subsequent attempts of 
the police to deny any existence of Nazi groups in An- 
garsk, and pressing requests by representatives of the 
police and the Office of the Public Prosecutor asking 
us not to make a scandal of this and to avoid any com- 
munication with journalists. But we cannot be silent, 
because indignation and a desire for retribution over- 
flows in us. 


Last night, we lost our comrade: Ilya Borodaenko, an 
anarchist from Nakhodka and a member of Autonomous 
Action, has died because of a craniocerebral trauma and 
violent beating. He and two other participants of the 
camp were on duty, and Ilya was the first who faced the 
Nazi scum. Some our comrades were sent to the hospital 
in grave condition (with concussions of the brain and 
fractured arms and legs). Our tents were cut and burned, 
and our flags were stolen. 

However, we will forget nothing. We won’t forgive 
Ilya Borodaenko's death, regardless of the successes or 
failures of the official repressive system investigating the 
crime. We won't stop activity at our environmental pro- 
test camp; we won't stop our struggle against the fascist 
plague and nuclear mafia, against authoritative ideas 
and racist dregs, against all that destroys nature, human 
life and dignity. Today we grieve. Tomorrow we will con- 
tinue our struggle. 
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Florida Developers Bury 
Tortoises Alive 

Phoenix, the largest gopher tor- 
toise ever recorded, died on April 
28, at South Florida Reptile Res- 
cue. He was at least 60 years old. 
Phoenix had been hit by a back- 
hoe, buried alive and left for dead 
at a Fort Myers construction site 
in late February. Miraculously, he 
emerged from his would-be tomb 
two weeks later and was taken to 
the rescue center. 

Tortoises are often buried alive 
by developers in Floritia. During 
the past 16 years, officials have is- 
sued permits allowing developers 
to bury more than 94,000 tortoises, 
severely impacting the health of 
the species. When buried, tortoises 
can take months to die, due to their 
low metabolic rate. 


Massive Dams Approved 
for Amazon Rainforest 

On July 9, the Brazilian Insti- 
tute of Environment and Renew- 
able Natural Resources (IBAMA) 
gave preliminary approval for two 
hydroelectric dams to be built on 
the Madeira River, a tributary of 
the Amazon. Although additional 
permits still need to be secured, 
contractors will soon be able to bid 
on the construction of the Santo 
Antonio and Jirau dams. The proj- 
ect, which is expected to cost more 
than $10 billion, could be complet- 
ed as soon as 2012. 

IBAMA also imposed 33 restric- 
tions on the dams in an effort to 
reduce their impact on the envi- 
ronment and human communities. 
Despite these restrictions, local 
environmental groups warn that 
the dams would flood hundreds 
of square miles of pristine Amazon 
rainforest, could lead to the extinc- 
tion of ecologically important fish 
species and may even increase the 
risk of malaria. 


Salvage Logging Fueled 
2002 Biscuit Fire 

In June, Oregon State University 
(OSU) and the US Forest Service 
(USFS) released a study claiming 
that the 2002 Biscuit fire in the Sis- 
kiyou National Forest was most se- 
vere in areas that had been salvage 
logged and replanted after a 1987 
fire in the same area. The Biscuit 
fire was 16 to 61 percent more se- 
vere in areas that had been salvage 
logged than in places that had been 
allowed to regenerate naturally. 

This study adds to the contro- 
versy over the fate of the Biscuit, 
which the USFS is planning to log 
as salvage despite the opposition 
of many environmental groups 
(see EF!J March-April 2005). In 
January 2006, six OSU professors 
and the USFS tried to prevent the 
journal Science from publishing a 
similar paper, which stated that ar- 
eas of the Biscuit that were burned 
severely but left intact were regen- 
erating more effectively than areas 
that had been salvage logged. 
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The 2007 Indiana Round River Rendezvous 



by Nell 

This Summer’s Round River Ren- 
dezvous in southern Indiana was, 
overall, a positive space for me. The 
Rondy was preceded by the lrans' 
and Wimmin's Action Camp (TWAC). 
Both were bottomlined by the awe- 
some folks of Roadblock Earth First!, 
and both were set in the same beauti- 
ful deciduous woods. It was a great 
space in which to spend time with 
friends, meet new people, go for re- 
freshing swims, hang out around 
fires, get tips on how to be a better 
wingnut and conspire about actions. 

Located on private land for the first 
time, the Rondy was set up around a 
lake. Workshop spaces, a communal 
kitchen, the sketchy-smelling medic 
tent and various camps were nestled 
among paw paws, wild ginger, sassa- 
fras and even endangered goldenseal 


and ginseng. Bigger critters were few, 
but birds filled the canopy with calls, 
and spiders built their webs on tents 
and tarps and ropes. 

It felt good to be closer to the fight 
against 1-69 that I've been hearing 
so much about. 1 enjoyed getting 
to know more folks involved with 
Roadblock F.F!. They did a great job 
hosting the Rendezvous, especially 
in the midst of a busy campaign. 
However, while 1-69 was definitely 
on everyone's minds and was the 
topic of a few workshops, there could 
have been a greater effort to get peo- 
ple excited about stopping the road. 
Perhaps, as happened last year in 
Katuah, inviting locals affected by 
the road to come and speak would 
have encouraged more excitement. 

Regardless, I know some folks 
who have plans to return to Indi- 
ana next Spring to stop the road. 
With next year's TWAC and Rondy 
in Ohio, EFlers will again be drawn 
to the region. 

There was a lot of awesome na- 
kedness during the week, which was 
more comfortable and more gender- 
balanced than at last year's Rondy. At 
many of the workshops 1 attended, a 
good number of folks were actively 
aware of how much they were speak- 
ing and how their presence affected 
others. Clearly, we all still have a lot 
to work on, but I definitely noticed 
some positive improvements. 

There were a lot of awesome work- 
shops, making for a full schedule. 
Folks did workshops on ecofeminism, 
the Umoja shantytown in Miami, Ris- 
ing Tide, Root Force, combating Big 
Coal, the Green Scare, re-radicalizing 
Mountain Justice Summer, the Jour- 
nal, Challenging Oppression Within, 
a bioregional roundup, native plant 
walks, kimchi-making and drag. There 
were also climbing and blockade train- 
ings, though some folks expressed 


that a greater concentration on prac- 
tical direct action skills would have 
been helpful. Unfortunately there was 
no time set aside for men's, trans' or 
wimmin's circles. 

The rally featured a diversity of 
voices. There were plenty of songs 
and poems, including a wing-nut 
rant about killing in cold blood, 
sarcastic parodies, amazing spoken 
word and remembrances of fallen 
EFlers. The plaid bloc made its pres- 
ence known, the kegs were delicious 
and helped raise funds for the Jour- 
nal, and plenty of heckling and space 
bags made their way around the fire. 

I noticed a lot of great discussions 
and debates happening both in facili- 
tated workshops and scattered more 
informally throughout the camp. 
Some discussions critically evaluated 
where folks see EF! now and focused 
on effective strategies that reflect 
where we are. Others addressed where 
EF! is headed, and still others reflected 
on where folks see themselves within 
EF! or in relation to EF! within a larger 
radical environmental or green anar- 
chist movement. A lot of these ideas 
were given context by the "History of 
EF!" workshop and were synthesized 
in the "Future of EF!" workshop. 
Many of the discussions included talk 
around how biocentric direct action 
and challenging oppression interact 
within EF! and whether they are op- 
posed or necessarily complimentary. 

1 was also aware of a tension be- 
tween more experienced and often 
older EFlers and folks who are some- 
what newer to radical environmen- 
tal circles. I think the separation 
between these two groups stems 
from some differing opinions and 
is highlighted by different social 
circles. It is important to understand 
how EF! has evolved over the years 
and to hear from folks who have a 
lot of experience so we can learn 


from their mistakes and victories. 
Yet by holding onto tradition a little 
more tightly than is healthy, the per- 
ception of a somewhat elite, inacces- 
sible and mostly male core of more 
seasoned EFlers has been reinforced. 
As a younger womyn who is newer 
to EF!, I felt the presence of this core 
throughout the Rondy. For example, 
the history workshop consisted of 
almost all male voices. This was the 
most gender-imbalanced discussion 
that I attended during the week. 

But one of the great things about 
being a loosely organized network of 
autonomous, bioregional groups is 
that we can all have a hand in rede- 
fining what EF! is through our own 
actions and groups. There were defi- 
nitely plenty of people at the Rondy 
who are not connected to seasoned 
EFlers, but who have good ideas, 
plenty of energy, direct action experi- 
ence and plans to participate in EF!. 

I think this Summer's Rondy 
showed that both more experienced 
and newer EFlers are working to ac- 
tively challenge alienating forces that 
exist within F.F!. The "Future of EF!" 
workshop included many different 
voices, and the overall atmosphere 
of the Rondy felt safer and more in- 
clusive to me than last year's. The 
TWAC had a really positive influ- 
ence on the gathering and is going 
to happen again next year. From my 
perspective, roles in post-Rondy ac- 
tions were more equally distributed 
among genders and levels of experi- 
ence. Addressing the patriarchy, age- 
ism, racism, transphobia and ableism 
that exist within EF! is essential if EF! 
wants to gain more participants and 
sustain direct action campaigns that 
are open and inclusive for all. 

Nell wants to encourage other people 
to write in about their Rondy experietKes 
and looks forward to kickin' Molasses' 
ass in future Ultimate Death Matches. 


Day of Action Against 1-69 


continued from page 1 
from the affected communities, despite more than 
a decade of protest from environmentalists and 
anti-capitalists, despite the loss of funding and the 
cancellation of related road-building projects, 1-69 
endures. Now it is coming to the final phase prior 
to actual construction. 

1-69 has repeatedly been called the NAFTA Super- 
highway. True, it will benefit the wealthy rulers of 
the North while demolishing homes and some of 
the few remaining wild spaces where it passes. But 
in fact, the reaches of this behemoth run deeper 
than North America. If built, it will facilitate the 
moving of more goods stolen from the hands of 
exploited, impoverished workers throughout this 
hemisphere. Connecting with related colonialist 
infrastructure and capitalist integration programs 
such as Plan Puebla Panama and Atlantica, 1-69 
will provide one segment of road that will stretch 
from Eastern Canada to Central America and be- 
yond. For all of these reasons, we will never let 
them build this road. 


Already built from the Port Huron, Michigan, 
border crossing to Indianapolis in the 1950s, the 
next segment of 1-69 is slated to run over our 
homes in southern Indiana and, if left unchecked, 
bury forests, small farms and communities all 
the way to the Mexican border at Brownsville, 
Texas. From Indianapolis to Evansville, evictions 
of family homes along the route have just be- 
gun. Construction of the road itself — a massive 
undertaking that could take decades, given its 
enormous size — could begin anytime within the 
next year. 

Earth First!ers participating in the actions made 
it clear that the simultaneous demonstrations and 
evictions were in retaliation for INDOT’s aggres- 
sive displacement of families in southern Indiana. 
Small papers, both corporate and independent, 
covered the actions. People in communities across 
the southern portion of the route heard about the 
resistance. 

Additionally, a crew of activists from Bloom- 
ington visited the affected communities later 


that week in order to pass out flyers about the of- 
fice evictions and speak with the families facing 
evictions. It was heartening to hear that many 
people along the route had already learned 
about the post-Rondy actions and felt a morale 
boost to continue the fight because of it. One of 
the main goals of the actions was to break the 
atmosphere of isolation that many locals resist- 
ing 1-69 in experience, and to show that INDOT 
is not invulnerable. Thus, to hear people directly 
threatened by the road laugh thanks to the office 
evictions was an amazing experience. 

The enemy's response has been predictable. 
Some of the local corporate papers alleged 
that property destruction occurred, while the 
Indiana State Police claim that they are inves- 
tigating the July 9 actions. On an Evansville, In- 
diana TV station, an INDOT spokesman names 
Kent Ahrentholtz was asked if Earth First! was 
capable of stopping 1-69. His answer: "nuh-uh" 
(translation: "no"). Let's see if we can prove 
him wrong. 
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EFlers demonstrate outside of an INDOT office, while others are evicting the office inside. 


photos courtesy Roadblock EF! 



1E1F! Trans and Wimmin’s 



Action (Camp 


by Triple C 

This year's Round River Rendezvous 
in Indiana was preceded by the first 
ever (hopefully annual) Earth First! 
Trans and Wimmin's Action Camp 
(TWAC). In a last-minute contro- 
versial move, the location of TWAC 
was changed to be the same as the 
Rendezvous. This decision had both 
positive and negative outcomes. The 
arrival of other Rendezvous-goers 
meant that TWAC could not run lon- 
ger, even though many participants 
expressed interest in this. Similarly, 
there were issues with male-identi- 
fied or male-assigned folks showing 
up early to the land. On the other 
hand, many people at TWAC were 
happy that they were able to explore 
the layout of the land before the 
Rendezvous began. Also, this choice 
of location allowed for the consoli- 
dation of resources and work in- 
volved in setup for the Rendezvous 
and TWAC. One way to avoid these 
dilemmas without a separate loca- 
tion could be to lengthen, perhaps 


even only by a day, the 
amount of time between 
the two events in order 
to avoid overlap. 

The number of people 
who attended ranged 
from 15 to 30, depending 
on the day. Unfortunately, 
the number of people who 
identified as transgendered 
was markedly low, as was 
attendance in general. For 
an event that seemed well 
appreciated and enjoyed 
by those in attendance, it 
| is regrettable that TWAC 
I was not more widely 
promoted. The first day 
I consisted largely of last- 
j minute setup, skinny dip- 
| ping, eating dumpstered 
chocolate and reading 
Harry Potter to one another 
in English accents. It end- 
ed with a discussion on what people 
wished to accomplish at TWAC. Sadly, 
setup cut into an already limited time 
schedule, but it was a good opportu- 
nity for TWAC-goers to get to know 
one another in a relaxed and casual 
atmosphere. 

While TWAC was short and there 
were fewer workshops than one may 
have hoped, the workshops were in- 
formative, accessible to people of 
varying levels of experience and were, 
overall, "the cat's meow." Workshops 
included basic knots, tree climbing, 
blockades (including a 20-something- 
foot bipod!), do-it-yourself gynecology 
and some impromptu skillshares such 
as wood chopping and fire building. 
There were also casual group discus- 
sions every night ranging from topics 
such as being a trans ally to responses 
to combating oppressive behavior. 

Despite some disorganization, one 
of the strong points of TWAC was the 
positive atmosphere achieved. A num- 
ber of attendants mentioned that they 
had never experienced a more com- 
fortable learning environment, minus 


the brown recluse spiders. Some ex- 
pressed that they felt less intimidated 
learning more physical, hands-on 
tasks that are often attributed to "mas- 
culinity" in a trans- and wimmin-only 
environment. There were, however, 
mentions of a lack of trans-inclusive- 
ness and it was suggested that next 
time there should be further outreach 
to transgendered communities. 

Another Earth First! first (at least 
on the national level) was that 
TWAC was a sober space — though 
it was decided that if the group 
agreed, the last night could include 
drinking. But this was a moot point 
because the last day of TWAC fell 
on the Good Lord's Day, on which 
one cannot buy alcohol in Indiana. 
The decision to have TWAC be a so- 
ber space was met with mixed reac- 
tions, as many expressed that they 
had been excited to drink in a space 
in which they felt safer. Some also 
articulated that they felt uncom- 
fortable with the fact that the same 
space, when occupied by male-iden- 
tified or -assigned people a few hours 
later, would allow drinking. 

In our opinion, TWAC was a step 
in the right direction for the Earth 
First! movement, which has been 
criticized for its lack of trans and 
feminist politics. TWAC was born out 
of Challenging Oppression Within 
(COW), a working group within EF!. 
As with all gatherings, improvements 
to TWAC could have been made, but 
overall, this shit was off the hook. 

Cheers to next year's TWAC! 

Triple C, aka Team Awkward, like 
to live their lives in the fast lane, pop- 
ping champagne and refusing to change 
for the glamorous. They Summer at the 
Cape, Winter in southern Florida, eat 
overpriced vegan food out of the dump- 
ster and blare offensive top 40 hits from 
the cars in which they hitch rides. In the 
off-season, they like to organize demon- 
strations, intentional communities and 
dance parties — as well as watch their 
awkward tan lines fade away. 


ANSWERING THE CALL OF THE WILD EARTH 


by Pat Rasmussen 

On June 1-7, more than 100 activ- 
ists gathered at the Wild Earth Ren- 
dezvous 2007 on southern Vancouver 
Island in British Columbia, Canada, 
to learn, share and improve their 
direct-action skills. The gathering 
took place on Ditidaht First Nation 
land, and a Ditidaht elder opened 
the gathering with sacred songs and 
prayers, blessing our work. First Na- 
tions leaders from across British Co- 
lumbia shared inspiring messages 
asking for support and involvement 
in their community struggles to 
stop damaging development and re- 
source extraction projects. Activists 
from Oregon, Washington and other 
US states met activists from across 
Canada. Tasmanians also joined 
us, asking for international help to 
stop the destructive clearcutting of 
Tasmania’s ancient forests (see EF!f 
May-June 2007). 

Chief Qwatsinas (Ed Moody) of the 
Nuxalk Nation's House of Smayusta 
delivered the keynote address on the 
problems with the Great Bear Rain- 
forest agreement and the Nuxalk Na- 
tion's commitment to defending the 
forests of their sacred and ancestral 
lands (see EF!J May-June 2007). 

The gathering marked eight years 
of training and networking for eco- 
action in British Columbia. Since 


1999, more than 900 people have at- 
tended workshops on topics ranging 
from civil disobedience to indigenous 
rights. The annual boot camp is host- 
ed by an independent, ad hoc group 
of volunteers. Most of the food and 
supplies are donated by the commu- 
nity. More than 30 workshops were 
offered this year. Admission was by 
donation and included meals, snacks 
and childcare for the week. 

The campsite featured beautiful 
old-growth forests and a swimming 
dock — no modern amenities. The 
camp, workshops, campfires and 
kitchen were alcohol- and drug-free. 
Attendees volunteered to help with 
all of the cooking, cleaning, child- 
care, transportation and cash. 

Will Horter of the Dogwood 
Initiative kicked off the work- 
shops with a session on "Civil 
Disobedience Against Climate 
Change." Sessions on activist security, 
the Green Scare and legal rights for ar- 
restees followed. Brian of Rising Tide 
North America and I led a workshop 
on organizing to stop climate change 
and the die-off of forests due to global 
warming. Plant identification walks, 
media tactics for activists, sustainable 
building, survival skills, nonviolent 
direct-action training, civil disobedi- 
ence, activism against animal cruelty, 
dealing with police repression, herbal 
first aid, radical silk-screening sessions 



Hala 'qwit, the Ditidaht First Nation song-keeper, 


welcomed campers with his daughter. 

and herb walks were interspersed with 
workshops on forest defense, the Buf- 
falo Field Campaign, peak oil and lo- 
cal food production. Tree-climbing 
training was ongoing. 

What made Wild Earth so success- 
ful? Great organizing by Zoe Blunt is 
one important reason. Zoe is abso- 
lutely dedicated to re-energizing and 
empowering the direct action com- 
munity in British Columbia. The free, 
the wild, those who love wilderness 
and those with hope for a life lived in 
harmony with the Wild Earth heard 
Zoe's call and found their way to the 
gathering. A big thank you to Zoe, 
Tim, Fern, Dani Rubin and all the ac- 
tivists in British Columbia who care 
enough to make Wild Earth happen. 

For more information, visit 
wildearth2007.blogspot.com. 

Pat Rasmussen is coordinator of the 
World Temperate Rainforest Network. 




Tanzanian Chemical Plant 
Threatens Flamingos 

India's Tata Chemicals has an- 
nounced plans to built a soda-ash 
plant on the shore of northern 
Tanzania's Lake Natron, the pri- 
mary nursery of the threatened 
lesser flamingo. The plant would 
include a coal-fired power station, 
housing for 1,200 construction 
workers and heavy machinery 
for extracting more than 500,000 
tons of soda-ash per year. 

The Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Birds and the Wildlife 
Conservation Society of Tanza- 
nia have both warned that the 
project could drive the species to 
extinction. Three-quarters of the 
world's breeding population — or 
roughly 500,000 birds — nest at 
Lake Natron. The flamingos are 
extremely susceptible to changes 
in water depth and water quality, 
meaning that any development 
on the lake could affect the spe- 
cies in unpredictable ways. 


Police Attack Anti-Mining 
Protesters in Honduras 

On July 17, Honduran police 
violently broke up a number of 
roadblocks, arresting 72 people 
and injuring 12. "They came at 
us wielding clubs; we have several 
injured," stated Salvador Zuniga, 
consultant for to the Coordinator 
of Peasant and Indigenous Orga- 
nizations of Honduras. The group 
organized the blockades, which 
were located 75 miles north of 
the capital, Tegucigalpa. 

The roadblocks were intended 
to pressure the government to 
pass a law forbidding open pit 
mining, as well as the use of cya- 
nide, mercury and other poisons. 
Demonstrators also called for 
companies to limit the impacts 
of mining and for communities 
to be allowed to decide whether 
mining should occur. Goldcorp, 
a Canadian mining company, 
was the primary target of the re- 
cent protests. 


Government Captures 
Endangered Mexican Wolves 

This Spring, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) elimi- 
nated the Saddle Pack of Mexican 
wolves in an effort to prevent 
the depredation of livestock. 
USFWS released the Saddle Pack 
into New Mexico's Gila National 
Forest in 2004, as part of a rein- 
troduction program for the en- 
dangered subspecies. Today, only 
about 50 Mexican wolves remain 
in the wild. 

Since the pack's release, a num- 
ber of members have been killed 
by poachers or cars, or have died 
due to capture-related stress. In 
March, a "genetically irreplace- 
able" wolf was shot by USFWS 
after he killed three cows. Finally, 
in late May, two wolves and their 
seven pups were captured and 
removed to Sevilleta Wolf Man- 
agement Facility due to three 
confirmed incidents of cattle 
depredation. Only one member 
of the Saddle pack remains in the 
wilderness and is considered a 
lone wolf. 


September-October 2007 Earth First! Page 9 





RisiNq Tide ANd BuivtbU Bus TaUf on 

climatb chau&b 


by Rising Tide North America 

If you haven't heard of Rising Tide North 
America (RTNA) yet, with our infamously never- 
ending organizing meetings or the four-month 
North American Climate Justice Action Tour that 
covered both coasts and the mid-land in a bus 
resembling a giant bumble-bee, then we're not 
sure what forest you've been living in. 

This spring, Rising Tide brought the global 
struggle for climate justice to the belly of the 
beast, connecting the dots between the overarch- 
ing crisis of climate change and the grassroots 
struggles of communities resisting the fossil | 
fuel industry's assault on their land and cul- 
ture. Partnering with local environmental and 
climate justice organizations in each region, 
the tour sought to amplify the voices of those 
most affected by climate change and the fossil 
fuel industry, creating a culture of solidarity 
across lines of race, class and gender. 

Starting in Austin, Texas, at the Earth First! 
Organizers' Conference back in February, 
the tour hit more than 70 stops in roughly 
25 states in the Southeast, the Northeast 
and — in collaboration with the Beehive Col- 
lective — on the West Coast. The tour also ’ : 
made two forays into Canada. We were in- 
vited to the Radical Encuentro at Belle Springs, 
Texas; the Latin American Solidarity Conference 
in Chicago; the Seed Sow Road Show bike tour 
in Rhode Island; Biojustice 2007 in Boston; and 
the Anarchist Bookfair in Montreal. 

The tour’s presentations were held at a vari- 
ety of venues including high schools, commu- 
nity centers, libraries, bike collectives, squats, 
urban farms, a labor organizing office and even 
a Christian commune. It brought us to some of 
the most beautiful areas in the US: the Maine 
coast, Ithaca's gorges, the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains, Zapata Falls, the Rio Grande gorge, 
the San Juan Mountains, the Sand Hills Dunes, 
the Tetons and Goodwin Lake — the site of one 
of the earliest Earth First! victories! 

The tour took a popular education approach to 
organizing and agitating for climate justice, em- 
ploying live acoustic music by Rising Tider Ewan 
Greer, as well as local musicians like Thistle and 
Kate Byrd. It offered participatory games, slide- 
shows and stories from the frontlines of fossil fuel 
resistance in Appalachia, Black Mesa, Venezuela 
and the UK to foment life-affirming resistance. 
The presentation confronted A1 Gore's solution 
of consumer-driven green capitalism and de- 
bunked false solutions to climate change — such 
as carbon trading, hydrogen and nuclear power, 
ethanol or biofuels, and "clean" coal. 

The folks on the Climate Justice Action Tour 
were ready to do in-depth workshops including 


Confronting Hopelessness: Climate Change and 
Radical Mental Health; Indigenous Struggles in 
Venezuela: Resisting Fossil Fuels; Direct Action 101; 
Building Community Healthcare Networks; Forest 
Defense 101; Strategic Planning and Campaigning; 
Gaia theory and Climate Science; Organizing Large 
Scale Convergences: Horizontalism and Logistics; 
F.codefense in Oceania; and Making the Links: 
Radical Feminism and Environmental Ethics. We 
were also prepared to do workshops on food sover- 
eignty, climate change resistance, colonialism and 
environmental racism, anti-oppression, grassroots 



Folks gather to watch an RTNA presentation. 

disaster relief training, basic first aid and health 
and safety training, rebel clown army training, and 
consensus facilitation training. 

There is no one person who can tell the whole 
story of the climate action tours. Approximately 
20 people went on tour for various amounts of 
time during different legs of the journey. 

Over in the Northwest, Cascadia Rising Tide 
linked up with the Beehive Collective to visit doz- 
ens of communities during a two-week-long tour. 
Sharing stories of resistance against the fossil fuel 
industry and making the connections between 
imperialism, militarization and resource extrac- 
tion, the team explained how colonialism is at 
the heart of US energy policy. The tour was also 


successful in teaching folks all over the region 
about the Liquefied Natural Gas infrastructure 
proposals throughout the Northwest, directly 
undermining the industry's desire to keep people 
complacent and in the dark about where our en- 
ergy comes from. 

Our goal for the presentations during the Rock- 
ies tour was to localize each stop, revolving each 
presentation around the issues that each commu- 
nity we visited was working on. Using the East 
Coast presentation as our guide, each stop be- 
came an experiment for trying out new things and 
tweaking what we already had. It was a work 
in progress until the very last day. By the end, 
we had created a workshop presentation of 
which we are all quite proud. 

We hope that our presentations provided 
informative, interactive learning for everyone 
who came, but we, too, learned so much from 
each and every stop. In the spirit of sharing 
this information with everyone, the tour re- 
source packet is available on the web at www. 
risingtide.org.uk/pdfs/rtnatour.pdf. Use any 
aspects of it for your own education work! 

We're all in agreement that, overall, meet- 
ing tons of people and witnessing so many 
of the amazing struggles going on around 
rcw the US (and Canada) were the best things 
about the tour. We set out to educate and agi- 
tate, but, in the end, it was we who had learned 
the most. 

We'd like to share a list of some amazing groups 
and struggles that we came across and learned 
from: 

•Radical Encuentro, www.radicalencuentro.org; 

•Umoja Village, Miami, www.takebacktheland. 
blogspot.com; 

•Larry Gibson and his land outside Charleston, 
West Virginia, www.mountainkeeper.org; 

•Little Village Environmental Justice Organiza- 
tion, Chicago, Illinois, www.lvejo.org; 

•The Coalition of Immokalee Workers' 
Celebration, Chicago, www.ciw-online.org/ 
2007truthtour/; 

•Anti-I-69 struggle, Bloomington, Indiana, 
www.i69news.bee-town.com; 

•Biojustice, Boston, www.biojustice2007.org; 

•Six Nations, www.reclamationinfo.com; 
auto_sol.tao.ca/node/view/201 2; 

•Anarchist Bookfair, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
www.anarchistbookfair.ca/en; 

•RNC Welcoming Committee, Minneapolis, 
www.mcwelcomingcommittee.org; 

•Leonard Peltier Annual Memorial, Oglala, 
South Dakota, www.freepeltier.org; and 

•Nova High School, Seattle, where graffiti of Za- 
patista quotes covered the walls and the students 
read Howard Zinn as their text. These kids know 
what's up! 


RTNA Climate Justice Action Tour Visits Pine Ridge 


by Storm Waters 

In my humble opinion, there are 
no coincidences. A Greater Power is 
at work. Hus was manifested on the 
morning of our tour presentation in 
the small Nebraska town of Chadron. 
We had been in town for a couple of 
days and were thankful for a break 
from the brutal heat and from our 
tight schedule. Quite fatigued, we 
were debating whether to stop in the 
Daily Grind coffee house before or af- 
ter starting our errands for that day. 
Rather whimsically, we opted to go 
for the fair-trade, shade-grown caf- 
feine first. 

There we happened to meet three 
native wimmin, who were headed 
North to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
for an annual ceremony in honor 
of Leonard Peltier. The event was 
to take place the next day on the 
Jumping Bull property outside of 
the poverty-stricken community of 
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Oglala — where the tragic shoot-out 
had occurred 27 years ago on that 
date Oune 26). 

Conversation between us sprang 
up as we were talking with the 
barista about the radio show we had 
just done — addressing indigenous 
solidarity, environmental racism 
and the overall Rising Tide presen- 
tation — and one of these wimmin 
recognized one of us from the Indig- 
enous Environmental Network's Pro- 
tecting Mother Earth Conferences. 
The wimmin invited us up to the rez 
to participate in the ceremony, and 
we postponed our trek to Lincoln 
in order to do so. This was what the 
folks in Bree, Middle Earth, would 
call a "chance meeting." 

The next morning, we packed up 
and drove north from Chadron to 
Oglala, where we met with other 
participants (many of them locals 
from the rez, others from places as 
far away as Australia) at "Our Lady 


of the Sioux" Catholic Church (any- 
body else get the twisted irony in 
that?). We then drove to the cemetery 
where many native victims of the 
infamous Bureau of Indian Affairs/ 
FBI/Guardians of the Oglala Nation 
"Reign of Terror" of the mid-1970s 
are buried. After a prayer ceremony 
in their honor, we walked reverently 
to the Jumping Bull property about 
a mile away. There, an incredibly 
powerful and poignant ceremony 
transpired that included a recorded 
statement from Peltier from inside 
the Fort Leavenworth concentration 
camp in Kansas. 

After the ceremony, we drove back 
to the church compound outside of 
Oglala for an evening of food, amaz- 
ing music (traditional Lakota, folk, 
blues, rock and hip-hop) and spoken- 
word statements. Much to our pleas- 
ant surprise, RTNA was invited to 
speak onstage between bands, and we 
gave a five-minute talk about RTNA's 


efforts and aspirations (particularly 
along the lines of environmental jus- 
tice, anti-racism, indigenous solidarity 
and cross-cultural alliance building). 
After this, we received much ap- 
plause — complete with hand-shakes, 
hugs and tears — and were invited 
back for next year's ceremony. We 
gave away lots of literature, traded 
contact information and were sent 
away with food, clothing and many 
prayers and blessings. As we left, we 
were told, "Come back next year! The 
people will remember you!" We were 
also told by Leonard Peltier’s family 
that they would tell him about us. 
When we left that night to log some 
miles toward Lincoln, Nebraska, be- 
fore sleeping on the side of the road, 
we were more empowered as people. 

There is hope, after all. 

Storm Waters is a radikal atmospheric 
scientist who has been learning from ami 
collaborating with indigenous people for 
20 years. 





BY HAYDUKE 

Disclaimer: Neither the author nor the 
Journal, nor any of our friends, family, 
neighbors, lovers or pets, necessarily en- 
courage anyone to do the things discussed 
below, and the contents should not be le- 
gally construed as anything other than 
mindless entertainment. This is a con- 
tinuation of "Fun With Diesel Engines" 
(see EF!J July-August 2007). 

Dozers 

The Caterpillar (CAT) D-Series is 
found in numerous configurations, 
from the pickup-sized, 16,227-pound 
D3G to the house-sized, 230,581- 
pound D11R. Known as track-type 
tractors, 95 percent of the D-Series 
have a mechanically-powered drive 
train, meaning that a drive shaft is 
connected to the engine and shafts 
turn the track. You can tell this type 
of drive train from its triangular track 
shape. The large wheel found at 
the top of the triangle is known 
as the final drive. Filled with 
five gallons of oil, this is the fi- 
nal point of gear reduction. On 
the D10T, each final drive costs 
more than $40,000. There is no 
sensor to monitor the drives, 
and the oil is accessible with 
a 3/4-inch ratchet. The excep- 
tions to this rule are the D3G, 

D4G and D5G. 

The transmission is located 
at the very rear of the machine 
and is difficult to access. The 
transmission fluid fill-point is 
typically located on the right 
side of the engine compart- 
ment. The transmission on the 
D10T is worth $73,000. Repair- 
ing damage to the parts is often 
more expensive than the cost of 
the entire machine, when labor 
is factored in. This is true for 
most equipment. 

The engine on the D-Series is sunken 
low in the front, and 75 percent of it is 
inaccessible without removing plates. 
The vented openings do allow you 
access to the air filter and the top of 
the engine. Look for the large can near 
the operator's station. The side that 
has no tube running from it will allow 
access to the filter. DIOTs and DllRs 
have two filters. Air intakes on smaller 
D-Series machines go directly into the 
intake manifold via the turbo. The fil- 
ter is typically located on the left side 
of the vehicle. 

The undercarriage (the frame the 
tracks move around) is vulnerable at 
the pivot shaft. There is a bump be- 
low and slightly in front of the final 
drive that is accessible with a 1/2- 
inch ratchet. 

The fuel fill-point is located either 
on the right side of the machine or 
the rear of the machine near the op- 
erator's compartment. Look for the 
symbol that looks like a gas pump 
with a "D" for diesel. 

The hydraulic tank fill-point is al- 
most always on the left side of the 
machine. The cap has a small lever 
that must be raised in order to remove 
it. It will be on tight. Anything small 
enough to go through a screen will do 
a fair amount of damage. On smaller, 
track-type tractors, the screen can be 
removed from the fill point. 

Hydraulic Excavators 

Hydraulic excavators come in a 
wide range of sizes, from the "mini," 
3,549-pound 301. 6C to the massive, 
187,360-pound 385C L. Mechanical- 
ly, there are few differences between 


excavators. They are completely 
hydraulic. The engine is always in 
the rear. The hydraulic pump is tied 
directly to the engine. From the 
operator’s station, you can look to 
your right and find the fuel and hy- 
draulic tanks on the other side of 
the boom. Access to the engine is 
from the top cover or, on the large 
machines, from the catwalk behind 
the operator's station. The radiator, 
cooler and air filters are usually on 
the same side as the operator's sta- 
tion, but this not always the case. 

On the tracked versions, the rear 
wheels are usually the only ones ac- 
tually powered. On wheeled forestry 
versions, there may be four powered 
wheels. The final drive is usually ac- 
cessed with a 1/2-inch screwdriver. 
Some use a 5/8-inch hex. See the doz- 
er section above for ideas. 

Zerts: The grease fittings are located 
in a cluster for the boom arm. Two 


grease zerts are under the main plat- 
form at the pivot. 

If a boom arm is raised, never 
mess with the hydraulic lines. There 
is more oil in the system than you 
can imagine. 

Operator's Station: The two foot- 
pedals that are connected to sticks di- 
rectly at the front window move the 
machine. The two joysticks control 
the boom arm and the movement of 
the pivot. If you have to move this 
machine (in an emergency), it has 
a "back-up alarm" for any move- 
ment. There is a cutoff switch for 
this alarm (with a picture of a horn) 
on the right-hand control near your 
elbow. The arm that is on the other 
side of the left hand control must be 
in the down position. (On smaller 
machines, the actual joystick control 
must be lowered.) 

Backhoe 

A backhoe is basically a tractor with 
a bucket or forks on the front and a 
large crane boom on the rear. Back- 
hoes are very common on most con- 
struction sites. The engine on CAT 
backhoes is not really accessible, but 
almost everything else is. The hood 
release is located under the driver's- 
side step. Reach directly under the 
lock, and you will find a T-handle 
that pulls toward you. If the handle 
won't move, an operator's key will 
unlock it. 

All backhoes except the newest 
have a bat-wing hood (opens from the 
side). The newest models have a hood 
similar to a car hood. Most major fluid 
fill-points and the air filter are located 


directly under the hood. 

The differential is easily acces- 
sible from under the chassis. The 
bottom of the machine has no pro- 
tective plates. 

The outriggers, arms that lower in 
the back, have a U-shaped hydrau- 
lic tube that has very little clearance 
when the arm is raised or lowered. 
If someone were to pry this tube up 
about one inch from the boom, it 
will crimp in the guard and have to 
be replaced. 

Skid Steers and Other Small 
Equipment 

Most equipment produced by 
CAT has smaller variants know as 
Compact Construction Equipment 
(CCE). If there is a similar large piece 
of equipment, the same tactics will 
apply to its smaller cousin. There 
are some pieces of equipment that 
are only produced as CCEs. Skid 
steers (bobcats) will be the 
most common. The engine, 
located at the rear of the ma- 
chine, is the only thing easily 
accessed. Skid steers do not, at 
this time, have an Electronic 
Control Module (F.CM) capa- 
ble of shutting the machine 
off in case of fatal faults in the 
system. These machines will 
run until they become boat 
anchors. No oil, no coolant — 
not a problem. 

Dust is the biggest enemy of 
this engine. Most engines are 
replaced due to "dusting" (dirt 
wearing away the cylinder wall). 
Like all equipment CAT pro- 
duces, there is no warning light 
that comes on if the filter is not 
present. Engine replacements 
typically cost $8,000. Running 
the equipment without a filter 
voids the warranty. 

The fuel tank is located on 
the right-hand side of the operator's 
compartment just above the sill. Dirt, 
rust, plastic bags, gloves, or other bits 
and pieces will clog the fuel pump or 
fuel intake tube. Due to the design of 
the A- and B-Model machines, rust 
is the most fun/expensive to remove 
from the tank. 

Without tools, the hydraulic sys- 
tem is only vulnerable from the hy- 
draulic tank. Use only fine powder in 
hydraulic or other fluids. There is a 
fine mesh screen to keep debris out of 
the system. If you can find it, brass is 
the best fine metal to add here. 

There is a small drain plug, re- 
movable with a 1 /2-inch ratchet, on 
each side of the machine in front of 
the rear wheel. This will drain the oil 
from the chain box (if it is a wheeled 
version). There are about two gallons 
of oil per side. Lack of oil will even- 
tually cause the chain to brake. 

There is a small gap beside and 
behind the operator station on the 
left of the CCE that allows limited 
access to the pump compartment. 
The wiring harness is typically 
routed here within easy reach so 
it can have a section removed. If a 
gallon of flammable fluid was add- 
ed here and lit, it would completely 
destroy the machine. However, this 
is not recommended! Remember that 
1) arson gives the cops a hard-on to 
find you and 2) due to the amount 
of hydraulic fluid and fuel, this 
fire would burn hot, bright and for 
quite some time. 

Hayduke is working on more fun 
guides to machinery for future issues of 
the Journal. 
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Europe to Lift Ban on 
Genetically Modified 
Crops 

In July, the UK's The Times re- 
vealed that the European Com- 
mission — the executive branch 
of the European Union — is about 
to end its ban on commercially 
grown genetically modified (GM) 
crops. Applications for at least 
four GM crops — including a po- 
tato meant for industrial paper 
production and three varieties of 
maize intended for human con- 
sumption — are in the final ap- 
proval stages and could be planted 
as soon as next year. More appli- 
cations are in the works. 

The moratorium was enacted 
in 1998, in response to wide- 
spread public outcry about the 
potential health and ecological 
risks of GM crops. However, the 
US government and biotechnol- 
ogy corporations have placed 
significant pressure on the EU to 
drop the ban. 

Permanent Freeze on US 
Government Chimp 
Breeding 

On May 24, the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) — a 
division of US Department of 
Health and Human Services — 
announced that its current 
moratorium on chimpanzee 
breeding will become perma- 
nent due to financial reasons. 
The NIH's National Center for 
Research Resources is responsi- 
ble for roughly 500 of the 1 ,200 
chimps kept in US laboratories. 
Chimps are currently used by 
only nine labs in the US. 

The NIH began aggressively 
breeding chimps during the 
1980s, assuming that they would 
be useful for HIV and AIDS re- 
search. However, chimpanzees 
proved resistant to HIV and do 
not develop AIDS, making them 
useless as research subjects. 

Ecuador Waffles on Illegal 
Shark Fin Trade 

In June, a sting operation un- 
dertaken by the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society (SSCS) 
and Ecuadorian police resulted 
in four arrests and the seizure 
of 18,673 shark fins — roughly 
equivalent to 4,500 sharks and 
worth more than $ 1 40,000. The 
fins are considered a delicacy in 
Chinese cuisine. 

"This is a cruel and senseless 
act," stated Sean O'Hearn-Gi- 
menez of SSCS. "The shark is 
finned alive, thrown back into 
the water and left to bleed to an 
agonizing death." 

Although the export of shark 
fins is illegal in Ecuador, Presi- 
dent Rafael Correa has under- 
mined efforts to crack down on 
the trade. On July 20, Correa al- 
lowed fisherman to sell fins from 
sharks who had been caught 
accidentally, thus creating a le- 
gal loophole for poachers. On 
August 3, Correa demanded 
the arrest and deportation of 
O'Hearn-Gimenez for "inter- 
fering with the sovereignty of 
Ecuador," even though he had 
been aiding police. The expul- 
sion order was reversed the fol- 
lowing day. 
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Animal Liberationists Target 
UCLA Vivisector 

Bomb threats, evacuations and a burning car; 
if your name is Arthur Rosenbaum it sucks to be 
you right now. This July activists stepped up their 
efforts against Arthur Rosenbaum, a University 
of California-Los Angeles (UCLA) vivisector, us- 
ing a variety of methods. Rosenbaum’s entire 
neighborhood was evacuated twice for bomb 
threats and suspicious packages, and his car mys- 
teriously caught fire in the middle of the night. 
Rosenbaum is in charge of research at 
UCLA that includes injecting Botox into 
primates' eyes and gluing metal coils to 
their eyelids to study severe cross-eyed- 
ness. A communique released by the Ani- 
mal Liberation Brigade, which claimed 
responsibility for the burning of Rosen- 
baum's car, denounced the uselessness of 
the tests and vowed to return if Rosen- 
baum continued. "We have seen by our 
own eyes the torture of fully conscious 
primates... and have heard their whim- 
pers. We have seen hell, and it's in Rosen- 
baum’s lab." 

Poisoned Worker Takes Revenge 
on Cell Towers 

On July 15, an ex-telecommunications 
worker in Sydney, Australia, who had 
been suffering from radiation poison- 
ing from years of working on Telstra cell 
phone towers, took matters into his own 
hands. John Patterson stole an armored tank he 
had been restoring at his current job and used 
it to demolish six cell phone towers he had pre- 
viously worked on. During his rampage, he also 
took out an electricity substation, and telecom- 
munication relay sheds. Twenty police cars pur- 
sued the tank while Patterson periodically leaned 
out the side window 
to wave at them as 
he rammed through 
fences in various sub- 
urbs. The rampage 
came to an end when 
the tank stalled dur- 
ing Patterson’s at- 
tempt to take out a 
seventh cell tower. 

Tibetans Riot 
Over Mining 

On May 27, hun- 
dreds of Tibetans took 
to the streets of Bamei 
to protest the ongoing 
destruction and exploitation of Yala Mountain, 
which they consider sacred. Since the Chinese 
government gave permission to a mining com- 
pany to begin extracting lead and zinc from the 
mountain, resistance from locals has been fierce. 
Most recently, enraged Tibetans began physically 
attacking government officials and smashing cars 
at the mining company's office in the Sichuan 
province of southwest China. The resistance be- 
came even stronger when eight Bamei village el- 
ders, who were vocal in their opposition to the 
mine, went missing. 

Clownin' Around About Dams 

Dozens of activists held a colorful demonstra- 
tion inside the Lloyd Center's Sears in Portland, 
Oregon, on July 8, to protest its involvement 
in the financing of La Parota Dam. Dressed as 
clowns and holding onto balloons, activists 
walked through the mall handing out literature 
about the dam. Several banners were dropped 
inside and outside the mall informing shoppers 
of Sears’ evil ways. Sears Holding's Corporation 
is tied to Mexican conglomerate Grupo Carso, 
owned by Carlos Slim, who has stated that all 
subsidiaries of Grupo Carso will be involved in 
every aspect of the dam project. 


ALF Sets Liberation Record 

On the night of July 9, the Swedish Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF) freed 128 hens from Aniagra, 
a facility that houses more than 145,000 hens in 
deplorable conditions. According to the ALF, the 
action sets a new Swedish record for the most 
hens liberated in one night. An ALF communi- 
que denounced both the facility for its disregard 
of animal welfare guides and the entire system 
that creates profit from destroying the lives of in- 
nocent creatures. The ALF warned that the libera- 
tion was not a random event, and that it would 



Activists gather outside Bank of America. 

continue to attack as long as Aniagra was open: 
"The ALF will never sit still and watch when ani- 
mals are humiliated in the most disgusting ways. 
The resistance has begun, the limits are passed." 

Hittin' 'Em Where It Hurts 

Across several states 
in Mexico, at least a 
dozen companies — in- 
cluding Hershey's, Nis- 
san, and Kellogg's — had 
to suspend production 
due to an attack on a 
key natural gas pipe- 
line in July. In a press 
release, the People's 
Revolutionary Army 
(EPR) claimed the at- 
tack and stated that it 
is waging a prolonged 
people's war: "We have 
started a national cam- 
paign of harassment 
Portland activists drop banners outside Sears. against the economic 

interests of the oligarchy and the anti-people gov- 
ernment, and we declare those interests to be le- 
gitimate military targets." The destruction of the 
gas line cost the companies a reported $6.4 mil- 
lion a day. Unsatisfied with economic sabotage, 
the EPR stated it will continue the attacks until 
the government releases several political prisoners 
being held in Oaxaca. 



ALF Warns Oregon Vivisector 

In late July, the ALF paid a visit to Eliot Spin- 
del, a vivisector at Oregon Health and Science 
University, informing him of what would hap- 
pen if he did not stop his research on primates. 
Caustic chemicals were used to debilitate Spin- 
del's car, and his driveway and garage were spray 
painted with warnings such as "ALF Eyes on You." 
Spindel's work consists of addicting pregnant pri- 
mates to nicotine and killing the newborn infants 
to study the effects of smoking on pregnancy. 
The ALF warned Spindel that his hefty paycheck 
from murdering primates comes with a price: 
"Whatever they pay you in one year, we can 
match in damage in one night.” 


War Against King Coal 
Enters the Big Apple 

On July 27 and 30, activists took to the 
streets of New York City to protest Citibank 
and Bank of America's involvement in Massey 
Energy. Taking over six different bank lobbies 
throughout Manhattan, activists chanted, held 
signs, passed out literature and made speeches, 
bringing business to a halt as tellers and pa- 
trons stopped to watch the action. Massey has 
been targeted by activists for its destruction of 
entire Appalachian ecosystems through moun- 
taintop removal coal mining. The actions tak- 
en in New York are just a hint of what activists 
have said is in store for businesses that con- 
tinue to work with Massey. 


Activists Give Restaurant-Goers 
Food for Thought 

Restaurants in Austin, Texas, are feeling the 
heat from animal activists. In early July sev- 
eral restaurants were vandalized for selling veal 
and foie gras. Windows in each restaurant were 
smashed, and slogans denouncing the inhu- 
manity of the veal and foie gras industries wore 
spraypainted on walls. Local news agencies have 
greatly publicized the event, to the point of broad- 
casting videos of baby cows in crates and ducks 
being force-fed to enlarge their livers. Those re- 
sponsible for the damage promised that the cost 
they would continue to inflict on the restaurants 
would, in the end, greatly outweigh the profits 
made from these cruel dinner selections. 



Polar bears protest against coal mining in Asheville. 


Descendants of Brazilian Slaves Take 
Back the Land 

More than 500 people invaded part of a euca- 
lyptus plantation in Brazil on July 24, reclaiming 
the land inhabited by their slave ancestors. Set- 
ting up several roadblocks, the group took over 
25,000 acres of land. According to Brazilian law, 
descendants of former slaves are entitled to the 
land that slaves originally inhabited. The Aracruz 
plantation had been under investigation for land 
rights when the community of descendants in- 
vaded the area. Long bureaucratic messes had tied 
up the court process of reclaiming the land for 
so long that the frustrated group decided to take 
matters into their own hands. Now that they have 
reclaimed the land, the community has resolved 
to stay there until the court recognizes their right- 
ful ownership. 


Canaries Blockade Bank of America 

On August 12, more than 40 activists de- 
scended upon a Bank of America in downtown 
Asheville, North Carolina, to protest its invest- 
ment in companies responsible for mountain- 
top removal coal mining. Dozens of activists 
dressed as polar bears and canaries stood out- 
side the bank chanting and holding signs that 
read "Bank of America Stop Funding Climate 
Change." Inside, several activists presented bank 
tellers and customers with lumps of coal while 
others blocked the entrance. Two activists used 
bike locks to lockdown to the bank, stating they 
would not move until Bank of America pulled 
out of its investments in coal companies. Riot 
police were called in and used excessive force to 
subdue the activists before removing them from 
the bank. Five activists were arrested and held 
on $6,000 bail. 
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Anti-Oppression Policy 

for the Earth First! Journal 


by the EF!f Editorial Collective 

Editors' Note: The Earth First! Jour- 
nal collective presented a draft of this 
policy for critique and revision during 
a special workshop at the 2007 Round 
River Rendezvous. That workshop for- 
mally endorsed this revised policy. Dur- 
ing the Journal discussion at the Rondy, 
the movement empowered the Journal 
collective to adopt and maintain the 
policy as we see fit. Additionally, the 
Journal collective will add this policy 
and information on healthy communi- 
cation to our website and our orienta- 
tion guide for short-term editors. 

The Earth First! Journal editorial 
collective recognizes that the insti- 
tutional, economic, political, social 
and cultural dynamics of hierarchy, 
power and privilege that define 
mainstream society also permeate 
the radical environmental move- 
ment. These dynamics are expressed 
in various interlocking systems of 
oppression (e.g., racism, sexism, 
classism, heterosexism, ageism, 
ableism, speciesism, etc.), which 
prevent equal access to resources 
and safety, disrupt healthy com- 
munities and movement building, 
and severely — sometimes irrepara- 
bly — harm our allies, our friends, 
our loved ones and ourselves. 

Over the years, the Journal has fea- 
tured a growing number of articles 
addressing the need to challenge 
these systems of oppression. This is 
a reflection of the editorial collec- 
tive’s understanding that implicit 
in our desire to stop the domina- 
tion and exploitation of the Earth 
is a need to create communities 
that are free of oppressive social re- 
lations. We understand that failing 
to address oppressive behavior not 
only weakens our movement by 
alienating and further victimizing 
our friends and allies, it also calls 
into question our commitment to 
a better world and our qualification 
as a radical movement. 

For these reasons, the Earth First! 
Journal editorial collective has draft- 
ed this policy of active opposition 
to oppressive behavior of all kinds 
within the editorial collective, the 
Journal community and the pages of 
the Journal itself. 

Definitions 

We define oppressive behavior as 
any conduct (typically along lines 
of institutionalized power and priv- 
ilege) that demeans, marginalizes, 
rejects, threatens or harms any liv- 
ing being on the basis of ability, ac- 
tivist experience, age, class/income 
level, cultural background, educa- 
tion, ethnicity, gender, immigra- 
tion status, language, nationality, 
physical appearance, race, religion, 
self-expression, sexual orientation, 
species, status as a parent or other 
such factors. Oppressive behavior 
comes in a wide variety of forms, 
from seemingly harmless jokes to 
threats of violence, from interrupt- 
ing to verbal abuse, from unwanted 
touching to rape, from hitting to 
murder. Some forms are more ex- 
treme and irreparable than others, 
but all are unacceptable under the 
Journal’s anti-oppression policy. 

Goals 

This policy aims to: 

•affirm and protect the personal 
autonomy, safety and well-being of 


all who participate in the Journal, 
including short-term editors, long- 
term staff and volunteers; 

•empower all Journal participants 
to challenge oppressive behavior 
and provide them with skills and re- 
sources to do so effectively (includ- 
ing educational materials, response 
strategies, etc.); 

•nurture a strong, safe, healthy, 
reliable, egalitarian and diverse com- 
munity surrounding the production 
of the Journal; 

•make the Journal more account- 
able to both the Tucson community 
and the Earth First! movement; 

•support and promote anti-oppres- 
sion principles and practices within 
the editorial collective and the pages 
of Journal; 

•overcome barriers preventing 
cooperation and solidarity with op- 
pressed individuals and groups who 
feel unsafe or unwelcome at the 
Journal; and 

•combat the troubling legacy of 
oppression that continues to plague 
the Journal, Earth First!, the radical 
environmental movement and our 
society as a whole. 

Limitations 

The Journal collective acknowledg- 
es the limitations of such a policy. 
Developing an anti-oppression pol- 
icy is an ongoing process; this pol- 
icy will undoubtedly need periodic 
review and revision. Additionally, 
this policy will not automatically 
make the Journal oppression-free, 
eliminate oppressive organizational 
structures and personal behaviors, 
or erase the grievances of previ- 
ously oppressed and marginalized 
people. Realistically, our anti-op- 
pression policy is only as strong as 
our commitment to addressing and 
confronting oppressive behavior on 
a regular basis. 

Prevention ami Education 

The best way to deal with op- 
pressive behavior is to prevent it 
from happening in the first place. 
Therefore, the Journal collective will 
ensure that all editors, staff and vol- 
unteers are familiar with this policy, 
with the understanding that all par- 
ticipants in the Journal community 
are expected to abide by it. Addi- 
tionally, we will support individuals 
who are unfamiliar with the terms 
and ideas used in this policy by mak- 
ing available more resources (e.g., 
zines, essays, books, websites and 
previous Journal articles) on topics 
such as: building conflict resolution 
skills; promoting consent and men- 
tal health; dealing with sexual as- 
sault, animal abuse and other forms 
of violence; confronting male/het- 
erosexual/white privilege; and sup- 
porting anti-racist organizing and 
border justice. 

Toward a Restorative 
Justice Model 

Every instance of oppressive be- 
havior is unique and thus requires a 
unique response. Moreover, different 
types of oppressive behavior demand 
significantly different reactions (e.g., 
the strategy for confronting some- 
one who makes an anti-Semitic joke 
will be different from the strategy for 
confronting someone who commits 
a sexual assault). Nevertheless, there 
are some familiar patterns that often 
arise when challenging oppression. 
We believe that anticipating these 


patterns, avoiding counter-produc- 
tive reactions and aiming for ideal 
outcomes will benefit nearly all anti- 
oppression processes. 

One common response to oppres- 
sive behavior is to ignore or deny it. 
Oppressed groups are refused power 
and privilege, including the power 
to protect themselves and the privi- 
lege of being believed when they ex- 
press grievances. This marginalizing 
response to oppression breeds an 
atmosphere that encourages even 
more oppression. All participants 
in the Journal community should 
consider it their responsibility to 
be aware of oppressive behavior, to 
challenge it actively whenever it oc- 
curs and to create a safe space for 
people facing oppression to share 
their experiences. 

It is important to recognize that 
oppressive behavior occurs every 
day, often in seemingly trivial ways. 
For example, interrupting is a com- 
mon behavior that reinforces power 
dynamics. Those with white/male/ 
heterosexual privilege frequently 
interrupt or talk over those without 
this privilege, thereby marginalizing 
people of color, women and queer 
folks. Over time, seemingly minor 
interruptions, jokes, slurs and stereo- 
types can snowball into a pattern of 
oppression that is far more damag- 
ing than an isolated incident. 

It is important to consider that 
some methods of challenging mun- 
dane oppression are more productive 
than others. For instance, instead 
of insulting someone for making a 
transphobic comment or voicing 
vague disapproval of such behavior, 
it is far more effective to clearly and 
calmly explain what about the com- 
ment was offensive and why, while 
providing as much specific informa- 
tion as possible. Offering resources 
on transgender issues would be a 
good next step. Likewise, acting ag- 
gressively defensive or passively 
guilty when being challenged for 
oppressive behavior is another com- 
mon reaction. A far more effective 
response to being called out is to lis- 
ten patiently and attentively to the 
grievance, take action by apologiz- 
ing or making amends, and engage 
in further education and reflection 
on the situation. 

When dealing with more extreme 
or violent instances of oppressive 
behavior, a common response is 
to expel the offender immediately, 
with no attempt at mediation or 
reconciliation. This can create a dy- 
namic of demonization that does 
nothing to help the offender admit 
what they've done and change their 
behavior. It can also prevent the op- 
pressed individual from achieving 
much-needed healing and closure, 
as well as create incurable rifts in 
the community at large. Moreover, 
immediately expelling an offender 
increases the likelihood that they 
will simply move on to other com- 
munities where they will continue 
their patterns of oppression. Thus, 
whenever possible and appropri- 
ate, the Journal collective favors the 
method of encouraging offenders to 
undertake an accountability process 
of education, introspection, self- 
growth and reparations. 

While stressing the need for per- 
sonal responsibility and account- 
ability, the Journal collective also 
acknowledges that we have all been 
socialized into systems of power and 


privilege. At one time or another, 
every one of us will be an oppres- 
sor; at another time, every one of 
us will be oppressed. Although this 
does not absolve us of responsibil- 
ity, it does emphasize the universal 
need for effective anti-oppression 
strategies. Our collective goal is to 
acknowledge and unlearn oppres- 
sive behaviors without rejecting 
anyone. This community-oriented 
approach to oppressive behavior 
is commonly referred to as "restor- 
ative justice." 

Nevertheless, the Journal collec- 
tive realizes that this ideal outcome 
is not always possible. Even when 
reconciliation does occur, it often 
requires a great deal of time and 
effort on the part of the offender, 
the oppressed individual and the 
community as a whole. Therefore, 
while we view the reconciliation 
of all parties and the growth of 
the offender as desirable results, 
we must stress that any process for 
confronting oppression must be 
guided (whenever possible) by the 
oppressed individual and primar- 
ily concerned with their needs for 
dignity, healing and safety. If the 
oppressed individual's needs can- 
not be met through mediation, 
reconciliation and accountability 
processes, or if the offender does 
not sufficiently participate in these 
processes, then the expulsion of 
the offender may be the only pos- 
sible recourse. 

Forming a Process 

For the reasons presented above, 
the Journal collective believes that 
adopting a single process for dealing 
with all instances of oppressive be- 
havior would be unrealistic and ulti- 
mately ineffective. 

Eventually, the Journal collective 
would like this policy to include a 
diversity of comprehensive anti-op- 
pression strategies, including effec- 
tive communication, intervention, 
mediation, accountability and recon- 
ciliation processes, as well as a specif- 
ic sexual assault response procedure. 
However, the creation of these mea- 
sures will likely be a complicated and 
lengthy undertaking, and we believe 
that little would be gained by wait- 
ing to adopt this policy until such 
processes are in place. 

In the meantime, the Journal col- 
lective will assemble and make avail- 
able resources on anti-oppression 
procedures and diverse response 
strategies, so that these can be used 
for guidance and reference when 
challenging oppressive behavior. 

Affirming Other Communities 

Since the Journal collective is com- 
posed of a frequently rotating group 
of individuals from diverse commu- 
nities, it can be difficult to ensure 
that the Journal is a safe space. For 
this reason, if someone (1) is in- 
volved with the Journal as an editor 
or volunteer, (2) has a background 
of oppressive behavior and (3) is 
required by a survivor, community 
or accountability process to reveal 
their background to individuals and 
groups they work with, then that 
person is expected to honor and 
abide by those requirements. This 
will allow us to respect and reaffirm 
other communities' anti-oppression 
policies and processes, and it will 
help ensure that the Journal is a safer 
space for all. 
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Earth First! Defeats NATO 
in the Netherlands 



by Jaap Krater 

For two years, GroenFront! (Earth First! in the Netherlands and parts of 
Belgium) and the local community in the small 
rural town of Schinveld, Netherlands, have been 
fighting against logging in Schinveld's local forest. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and the Dutch Ministry of Defense want to see the 
forest destroyed for the sake of the NATO Air Force 
base Geilenkirchen, located just across the border 
in Germany. In July, the activists succeeded in se- 
curing the cancellation of all logging plans for the 
woodland. Next step: Shut down the base! 

Geilenkirchen hosts a part of NATO's European 
Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) 
radar plane fleet, mainly functioning as a train- 
ing base for the pilots of surveillance planes. For- 
tunately, the abysmal sight of the military base 
is hidden by the stunning Schinveld forest and 
Brunssum moors — wildly biodiverse ecologies for 
this part of Europe. 

For almost 30 years, local protesters in Schinveld 
have fought against NATO — first to stop the reopen- 
ing of the base, then to reduce the nuisance caused 
by the AWACS radar plane engines. A few years ago, 
the base threatened more than the locals' health 
and sense of hearing: The forest surrounding Geilen- 
kirchen was threatening to block the pilots' view, 
so the Ministry of Defense decided that 50 acres of 
trees would need to be logged. Locals contacted GroenFront!, and a campaign 
against the logging started with a canopy treesit village in 2006. GroenFront! 
held workshops and direct-action trainings, and anti-militarists destroyed 
fences at the base. Local support was incredible. Schinvelders brought fresh 
coffee to the trees in the morning and hot vegan food in the evening. 

Schinveld is far away from the Netherlands' government center in The 
Hague, and Schinvelders have a less affectionate attitude toward the national 
government than people in the western Netherlands. Schinveld's local coun- 
cil decided to support the protesters and refuse the Ministry a logging permit. 
The massive local support was extremely frightening for party politicians. In 


response, the Dutch government appointed a new mayor to Schinveld, who 
declared a state of emergency, ordered citizens to stay in their houses and 
made it illegal to support protesters. The mayor threatened that the global 
movement of violent, riotous anarchists would soon 
descend on his peaceful little community, and it was 
his duty to protect Schinveld. 

Instead, camo-clad locals sneaked through the 
woods, avoiding the cops to bring the treesitters hot 
food, rum-chocolate and blankets on the freezing 
January nights. The fire department, which was asked 
to provide flood lights, refused to assist the eviction, 
and German assistance had to be called in. When the 
eviction finally occurred, many police called in sick. 
In a final show of solidarity, 1,500 locals — more than 
half the village — marched through police lines to join 
the camp. Some villagers locked down, many had to 
be dragged off from soft blockades, and others did sit- 
ins on the access roads. This was a rare spectacle in a 
country that is very law-abiding. 

Schinveld's council appealed to the Supreme Court, 
1 and the national government responded by cutting 
t the acreage to be logged from 52 to 15. Two days into 
| the eviction, 700 military and riot police were still 
c. not able to remove all of the treehouses. The last ac- 
| tivists voluntarily left when they were told that of 
1 the 15 acres slated for destruction, the two acres de- 
fended by their treehouses would be spared. 

This Summer, NATO and the Ministry of Defense 
once more set their sights on the 52 acres while 
GroenFront! was preparing to reoccupy the woods depending on the final 
outcome of the legal battle. On July 18, the court ruled that the logging of 
all 52 acres was illegal. To their great surprise, the protesters were vindicated, 
and the remaining forests were saved from NATO's bloody claws. 

Looking back, these protests have served to radicalize the local community. 
The local protest group changed its name and mission from "Stop AWACS 
Noise Pollution" to "Stop AWACS.” The group says that it won't rest until 
NATO closes the base. In the meantime, locals are planting new trees in the 
area that was illegally destroyed before the entire area could be spared. 

For more information, visit www.groenfront.nl/english. 



GroenFront! taking to the trees 


Forest Defense 

at S<sut /Hrxafawt 


BY RATTYTATT 

On August 3, we piled into large trucks and drove out of the city of Oax- 
aca, Mexico. Five hours of winding rural roads, giggles and gasps later, we 
stumbled out of the trucks and into a greeting of handshakes, flowers and... 
a live band! 

Welcome to the community of San Isidro Aloapam, a pueblo in the 
Sierra Norte mountains in Oaxaca state. The group I was with arrived for 
San Isidro's three-day event focused on defending both the forest sur- 
rounding their pueblo and the life of their community. 

Originally, the people of San Isidro and neighboring San Miguel Aloapam 
lived together as a community. In the early to mid-1900s, the community 
that is now San Isidro moved farther away to cultivate its crops. Members of 
the same families live in both of these towns, and the forest is the "property" 
of both communities. 

Serious problems have arisen because San Miguel has been illegally logging 
the forest. This is not supported by the entire community of San Miguel, but 
definitely by those in power. San Isidro feels very differently. 

"We have lived here for more than 500 years, and we have the respon- 
sibility to take care of and protect our Mother Earth," one community 
member explained. 

The story San Isidro residents tell reaches back to August 11, 2002, when 
people from San Miguel were logging the forest. Most of the men in San 
Isidro had already gone to work that day, so the women gathered together. 
One woman from San Isidro shared her experience: "When we came, they 
were drunk. When we tried to start a dialogue, they started to beat us. The 
mayor of San Miguel was there and drunkenly shot his pistol in the air." 
State police stood by and watched as the mayor ordered the people of San 
Miguel to attack the women. Two of these women were pregnant and lost 
their babies because of this violence. 

On June 18, 700 people from San Miguel returned to log. Again, the mayor 
was inebriated, pistol in hand. More than 40 people from San Isidro came 
again to talk them out of cutting the trees. Again, the mayor ordered for the 
people of San Isidro to be rounded up. The San Isidro residents dispersed, re- 
turning to their pueblo, but several were caught, beaten and threatened with 
death. Two people from San Miguel were killed from gunshot wounds during 
an internal conflict. In a corrupt fabrication by the San Miguel government, 
six people from the community of San Isidro — including a mother of three 
children — were arrested for the murders. They are currently being held in jail. 

Page 14 Earth First! Mahon 2007 



Residents of San Isidro discuss the illegal logging near their community. 


There have been several other court cases over this issue. In one case, in- 
terests from San Miguel successfully bribed two lawyers with about $60,000 
to influence the court to rule in their favor. In another instance, San Miguel 
residents bribed authorities for an illegal logging permit; went into the forest 
under the guise of cleaning out unhealthy, dead trees (sound familiar?); and 
proceeded to cut healthy trees instead, selling them to paper factories. 

The people of the state of Oaxaca have endured much repression. More 
than 25 people have been killed in the past year; many more have been 
disappeared, tortured and imprisoned. Despite the terror that comes with 
this repression, the people of San Isidro are still organizing and speaking 
out for the release of their imprisoned family members and for the survival 
of the forest. 

The community members of San Isidro are fighting for their lives as in- 
digenous people. Their culture is alive. They still speak their indigenous 
language of Zapoteco. Their children speak Zapoteco. Their traditional 
herbal knowledge is intact. They gather and practice herbal medicine. 
Their traditional dance forms are still performed. Their existence is inter- 
twined with the existence of this forest. 

We demand freedom for Juana Morales Perez, Juventino Cruz P6rez, 
Artemio P6rez Cruz, Anastasio Lopez Perez, Eufimio Mendez Lopez and 
Santos Perez Cruz! 

For more information, visit www.nodo50.org/cipo. 

rattytatt is wingnuttin' around Oaxaca, eatin’ some snackusss and leamin' 
some shiat. 


photo courtesy Sky Jacobs 


Untitled 

Enjoying this beautiful canyon 
Soon after dusk 
A breeze comes 
Settling down the drainage 
From up there 

Where ponderosa, spruce and fir dwell 
Here it's oak 

Moving to the canyon slopes 
The vegetation thins out 
Becoming catclaw and other shrubs 
Bats are maneuvering about 
Putting no dent in the 
Monsoon mosquito population 
An owl flies up 
Curious 

I love the Sonoran Desert 

Wide valleys 

Gently sloping toward 

Scattered mountain ranges 

Rising up like islands 

Out of the sea 

The view from these islands 

Immense 

Huge valleys of creosote 
Washes meandering through them 
This is an arid place 

But the monsoon moisture makes it feel 
Almost subtropical 

— Sky Jacobs 

The Old Grand Gulch at Night 

Once when the moon hung big and round 
In the old Grand Gulch at night. 

Eerie the shadows on the ground, 

Uncanny was the light. 

High in the cliffs where the old ones dwelt 
Ancient spirits rose and stirred. 

They crowded about, their presence 1 felt, 

Then their whispered words I heard. 

They told of when the corn maidens danced 
While the drummers beat and swayed. 

Around and around they wheeled and pranced 


ElNiAo 

Hey, 

I am El Nino, 
the bad boy. 

I'm the weather system 
that's in your face, 
on your back, 
blowing you off, 
and coming down on you. 

I'm crossing your borders 

and I don't need no stinking 
passport. 

But you can welcome me anyway, 
go with my flow — 
feel me like a river 
and maybe bust out 
the levees that hold you back. 

Or maybe 

throw your head back wide open to me 

like my love, 

the Pacific — 

welling up warm 

to meet me, 

taking 

thousands of my droplets 
into your body, 
feeling each 
wet little bomb 
land like a kiss. 

Yeah, you can ride my wildness 
or you can let me 
ruin your parade 
and drown your dreams, 
because part of it 
is up to you. 

And whether you got a house 
that's built 
on a rock 
or you ain't got no 
home at all 
You can't control 
me — 

I 

am El Nino! 

— Kirk Lumpkin 


Wed ting While Mountains Purple 

Sage sips the dryness from the hillside 
Grasses twitch erect 
Distant river gargles rocks 
Lichen grows orange on stone. 

We wait under a half moon while 
The heat dispels and mountains 
Swell with purple. 

What do you bring us? 

Lamar Valley sweeps clean 
The ticky-tacky tally of centuries. 

Bison rumble patiently 
With primordial power 
In their skeleton mass and wool. 

Waiting while mountains purple 
We are touched by the flicker 
Of starkly wild lives 
Clear and raw before our eyes. 

What do we want from you? 

A glimpse of your society 
So rightly afraid of ours; 

A look into your knowing eyes 
So readily like ours; 

To see you moving freely 
Along the valley we can only visit. 

To see you claiming your game and your land 
Feeds the tiny bead of hope that has receded 
To our innermost souls as the forest falls. 

If we can see a Wyoming wolf tonight 
Perhaps we will see the Earth cool down some 
Tomorrow. 

— Jenny McBride 


Photosynthesis 

My heart is a mountain range 
undulating ridges 
crests canyons and streams 
My hands work lesser wonders 
than any roadside weed. 


While the hump-back flute player played. 

Those were the days when life was good, 

When there was time to sit and dream 
While the soft winds played in the cottonwood 


Kersarge Landing 

Smoke still stings the eyes 
even with the sweet scent of birch 


And the beavers dammed the stream. 

When gold the squash lay on the ground. 

Corn leaves rustled in the breeze, 

And all about game did abound, 

And there were song birds in the trees. 

These are the things that were whispered to me 
In the old Grand Gulch that night, 

Not of the droughts or the misery 
Of survival's struggling flight. 


— Bart Semcer 


So when 1 look high on the wall 
And the crumbling ruins I see, 

Then is the time that I recall 
What the spirits said to me. 

Then I feel the drummer's beat, 

Hear the hump-backed fluter play. 

See the dancing girls on nimble feet 
As they circle, prance, and sway. 

This to me is what the old Gulch means, 
When I sit down here below. 

And I know they're true, these ancient scenes, 
For the old ones told me so. 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 

Berkeley, C A 94712-5501 

all rights reserved to the authors 



— Vaughn Short 
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The Environmental Impacts of Mass Protest 
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by Budge 

This year saw the Group of Eight (G8) summit 
taking place in Heiligendamm, Germany, adjacent 
to the Baltic Sea. Like the site of previous G8 sum- 
mits, this area is fairly remote, requiring a large 
amount of organizing and travel for those attend- 
ing the week of protests surrounding the summit. 
Since the street battles of Seattle, meetings of in- 
stitutions such as the World Trade Organization 
and the G8 continually locate to less and less ur- 
banized areas, making travel for activists longer 
and less efficient. 

After helping to organize a G8 information tour 
stop in Los Angeles in April, I decided to attend 
the G8 — given my desire to meet with No Borders 
activists in the UK and Germany. 1 also wanted 
to take part in the migration-based protests and 
organizing planned for the Sunday and Monday 
of the anti-G8 protests. 

Throughout my week at the G8, I was faced with 
many concerns over methods and successes of ac- 
tion, solidarity with those arrested and imprisoned, 
remembering to eat and staying out of police reach. 1 
was also continually nagged by a growing realization 
of the environmental impacts that we were directly 
creating through protest. While several documents 
were produced and distributed in various languages 
informing activists from outside Germany what to 
expect regarding their rights and police repression, 
1 do not recall seeing anything relating to the literal 
environment that protestors would be entering. 1 
do not posit that 1 am the first to come to the re- 
alization that mass protests are inadvertently (and 
often not-so inadvertently) detrimental to the envi- 
ronment. This is, however, something that requires 
more discourse within activist circles, particularly 
concerning global convergences. 

Arriving at the G8 

Discussions surrounding the guilt faced by 
many activists traveling to distant parts of the 
globe to protest are nothing new and do not 
need to be rehashed here. Nor does the increased 
risk to the environment due to ever cheapening 
flights — particularly within Europe, where flights 
are offered starting at less than two dollars (see 
EF!J July-August 2007). Though many of us opt 
to travel by bicycle on a daily basis, we are also 
aware that our carbon footprint is easily blown 
out by just one flight a year, let alone several 
more for those of us privileged enough to be 
global travelers. 

On the opening day of protests surrounding the 
G8, I traveled by bus alongside a number of people 
from Australia, Germany and the US to the site of 
the protests. We had managed to acquire tickets on 
a bus chartered by a union in Berlin, taking a rela- 
tively short three-hour journey north to the seaside 
town of Rostock in the state of Mecklenburg-Vor- 
pommern. During our travel, we passed countless 
police vans, along with the intimidating sight of 
military tanks and trucks guarding strategic sites. 
On arrival, we were struck with the sight of ap- 
proximately 80 large charter buses lined up along 
the autobahn. Earlier in the week, we had heard a 
rumor that there were no buses left for hire within 
Berlin as they had all been reserved for the G8, and 
this was becoming increasingly evident. 

Reports also stated that there would be approxi- 
mately 16,000 German police in attendance, com- 
ing from across the nation. This meant that not 
only were those protesting using excessive levels of 
transportation, but that the police-state that had 
been deployed to the region would bring its own 
high levels of motorized transit, accommodation 
and food requirements. At times, it was possible to 
count triple figures of large green and white police 
vans and cars on the road. This continued across 
the region for the next week. 

For the duration of the week, three camps had 
been constructed to house activists. These were 
located in Rostock, Reddelich and Wichmanns- 
dorf, spanning approximately 22 miles in distance. 
Somewhat thankfully, organizers had managed to 
convince the regional train operators to run a train 
between the camps and into the center of Rostock 
on an hourly basis, 24 hours a day, for the entire 
week. Though this led undeniably to a decreased re- 
liance on personal transportation (and an increased 


ability to actively travel between different actions), 
the use of mass transit also led to unprecedented 
travel in the region. 

The feeling within the camps was mixed, some- 
thing between radical gathering and rock concert 
(there was a nightly concert on a stage in a nearby 
field). The campsites were divided into barrios; my 
group decided to set up in the Queer Barrio at Red- 
delich. Within the Reddelich camp — the suppos- 
edly more "radical" base — were the Queer, 
Zapatista, Anarchist Teapot, Interventionist 
Left, Black Bloc and several other barrios. 

Most barrios contained their own kitchen, 
providing amazing food, coffee, tea and wa- 
ter every day. Alongside these were a "con- 
cierge," a media tent, bars, cafes and more. 

An around-the-clock watch was instituted, 
partly due to the constant police presence 
surrounding the camp. In addition, spaces 
were set up for decompressing after actions, 
discussing sexism within the "activist left," 
and other important conversations. Low- 
flying jets, military helicopters, continued 
threats of neo-Nazi and police attacks, and 
false alarms in the middle of the night made 
for low-intensity psychological warfare, leaving 
campers sleepless and on edge. 

Marching in the Streets and Fields 

As many have witnessed through various media 
outlets, the first day of protests saw many thou- 
sands taking to the streets of Rostock. A common- 
ly seen spectacle of the protest actions was that 
of the Black Bloc setting fire to and overturning 
cars in between back and forth battles with heav- 
ily armed police on that day. Less shown were the 
burned-out and melted trash cans, piles of rubbish 
in the streets and broken glass from 32-ounce beer 
bottles being thrown at police or discarded. 

The day of action for migration took place on 
June 4 after a day of organizing at the Rostock 
convergence center (a five-story squatted school 
on the outskirts of town). Throughout the day, 
those seeking asylum could be heard leading the 
chants, "We are here because you have ruined 
our countries!" and, "Freedom of movement is 
everybody's right!" The Rostock reporting center 
for those seeking asylum was closed down for the 
day — a large success for the demonstration. The 
final migrant rights march was stopped by po- 
lice claiming that the march contained "violent 
elements within the crowd," and that there were 
10,000 activists. (We possessed a permit for only 
2,000.) With the police clearly nervous from the 
clashes earlier in the week, we came face-to-face 
with water cannons, riot police and dogs, which 



Activists march through local farmers' fields. 


created a heavily militarized zone between the 
march and the town of Rostock. 

As the week progressed and the focus of pro- 
tests moved from urban areas toward the area 
of Heiligendamm where the summit had begun, 
new challenges arose. Though organizers had 
agreed with local farmers to ensure that protest- 
ers would keep out of the surrounding fields and 
forests, thousands found themselves with no op- 
tion but to cross these areas to avoid road blocks 
and police oppression. Though it was impressive 
to witness massive lines of protesters moving 
knee-deep through rapeseed fields, an air of frus- 
tration and dismay hung low over the actions. 
Rivers were crossed, habitats were disturbed, 
waste was discarded and sections of undergrowth 
were trampled. (Many local farmers later called 
for reparations for damage to their crops.) 


During the days on which we attempted to 
blockade the summit, the landscape was filled 
with the constant sight of police roadblocks, ar- 
mored vehicles, water cannon trucks and mili- 
tary helicopters ferrying people back and forth 
into the meetings. Many of us cheered, danced 
and sang when we learned that the nearby air- 
port and many important roads leading to Hei- 
ligendamm had been blocked. This meant that 


delegates, media and staff would have a much 
harder time getting into the summit. 

Autonomous and larger-organized roadblocks 
went up across the region, many from the forests 
bisected by roads near the towns of Bad Doberan, 
Rostock and Heiligendamm. Though largely suc- 
cessful, the construction and defense of roadblocks 
resulted in an increased use of sea and air trans- 
portation to ensure that the G8 gathering could 
continue. Traffic jams resulting from the blockades 
frustrated many locals, who ultimately left their 
cars idling — sometimes for hours at a time. 

A Need to Reflect 

Though many conversations could be overheard 
regarding the impacts that the mass protest ac- 
tions had imposed on the local environment and 
population, there appeared to be no specific space 
for a critical assessment of such impacts. Perhaps 
a global protest consisting of a convergence of 
thousands of activists is not the place or time to 
do so, but when is? Where are the follow-up dis- 
cussions (or pre-planning discussions) regarding 
the detrimental impact of mass protests that draw 
activists, media, police, politicians and many oth- 
ers from across the globe? How do we weigh the 
benefits of mass protests against the environmen- 
tal and social impacts brought about by our ac- 
tions? What alternatives are open to us? 

Active reflection is a necessary component 
of any form of protest. Days of action were 
planned to protest climate change, but consid- 
eration of the surrounding environment was 
missing. I do not suggest that we as protestors 
should take the full blame for the increased 
pressure on the environment in regions where 
we congregate. The very existence of the G8 
and the inability of government leaders and 
corporations to actively address issues of en- 
vironmental degradation and global warming 
must ultimately be held responsible. However, 
this does not absolve us of all responsibility. 

There has been a good deal of discussion sur- 
rounding the need for solidarity actions con- 
ducted from activists’ home cities, towns and 
regions. Many opt to do this — whether due to en- 
vironmental, economic, social or mobility-related 
constraints. But many more continue to travel 
thousands of miles to attend mass protests. One 
approach that deserves more attention and par- 
ticipation is the bicycle caravans that approached 
the G8 after traveling for several weeks, spreading 
information and inviting others to attend the pro- 
tests. Though not all of us are in the position to 
cycle to events such as the G8 — due to geographic 
distance, physical ability and time constraints — 
bicycle caravans provide a sustainable alternative 
and a chance for social interaction. 

In any case, the need for discourse on how we 
can and will mitigate the impacts that we, as pro- 
testors, bring about is critical. 

Budge is an activist geographer from Melbourne, 
Australia, and can be seen cycling around Los Angeles, 
calling for the removal of borders and for freedom of 
movement for all (visit www.noborderscamp.org). 



Anti-GS protesters march to the barricades. 
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by One of Us 

The Anti-Capitalist Movement. There it was 
again for a moment: the exalting feeling that we 
really can attack sometimes, that we are many, 
that we are strong and capable of making an 
impact. It was a spirited beginning, a promis- 
ing prelude. After the riots in Rostock on June 
2, the first headaches we gave the G8 attendees 
at this summit in Germany, many people were 
quite pleased with the resoluteness of the Black 
Bloc— a twinkle smiled at me from so many 
eyes. No one could think that we were simply 
asking those in power to be nicer. Any power we 
had, we seized — no matter what the "authori- 
ties" thought. 

Yet it's ironic that, as the Battle of Rostock 
grew more grandiose in the mainstream me- 
dia, the actual organizing process of the Black 
Bloc was quietly collapsing as the mecha- 
nisms of communication failed. Aside from 
the refreshingly assertive actions in Rostock 
(before the meetings actually started), almost 
all of our practical plans failed. The much- 
discussed "autonomous decision-making" 
inside the camps just didn't happen. Our 
organizational structure wasn't able to make 
the knowledge of the small insider groups 
available to the bigger collective. Lots of in- 
ternational protesters waited for days for the 
German Dissent! folks to share more detailed 
information with them and to get them 
involved in orienting discussions. lacking 
larger assemblies, our comrades depended 
even more on personal contacts. 

Moreover, after the press started stirring things up 
against the Black Bloc, only a few still dared to publicly 
advocate such positions. Because of this, the Interven- 
tionist Left suddenly stood as the only voice of the 
radical left — a monopoly that we would usually never 
accept. Instead of coming to common evaluations and 
actions as autonomous anarchists in Heilgendamm, 
we made ourselves disappear in more than one way 
before we even gave ourselves a real chance. 

Seen on a larger scale, the protests weren't with- 
out successes. There were many situations that the 
police did not have under control. Some blockades 
were worked out spontaneously, withdrawing cops 
from the lockdowns. Actions like a police car being 
wrapped in tape, with its tires deflated, kept spir- 
its high. The sheer masses of people sitting on the 
streets and roaming through the forests turned the 
days into something more than the state wanted. 

Nonetheless,, there is something perturb- 
ing about the "mood swing" in police strategy 
that — after their show of rudeness at the begin- 
ning of the week — occurred just in time for the 


commencement of the G8 meetings, when the 
world started to pay more attention. The pictures 
of masses of people marching through fields car- 
rying peace flags were, to me, far too compatible 
with Germany's self-righteous image cultivation 
as an oh-so-democratic country. On the other 
hand, the government's endeavors to not appear 
as a police state before the world presented op- 
portunities that we could have used much more 
effectively. Although these opportunities were 
foreseen by some, we did not manage to collec- 
tively discuss such a situation ahead of time. 

How can we deal with a police strategy that 
wants to impose a constant fear in each of us? Is it 
me targeted by the camera? Is there a microphone 


taping my voice? Their strategy seeks to repeatedly 
implant the timid question into our hearts: Will 
the moment of liberation that we are fighting for 
end in 20 minutes with an arrest backed up by po- 
lice videos? One answer to that is the "Just do it!" 
of our clenched fists. This is what we experienced 
in Rostock on June 2: There can always be situ- 
ations where the cops run away from us, where 
they have to bring out fire engines to break our 
lines, where we manage to collectively overcome 
their techniques of isolation and intimidation. 

There were many moments where we failed to 
act for fear of possible repression and so denied 
ourselves the opportunities to conspire beyond 
our small circles and emerge as the International 
Black Bloc — surely a force to be reckoned with. 
How much more collective fighting strength could 
have emerged if we had used our discussion time 
more strategically? We should really think about 
how to challenge our paranoia, which is paralyz- 
ing us. Caution must not lead to lonely anxiety 
and collective silence — or else they have won. In 


order to act collectively and effectively, we have to 
recognize each other as militants and make plans 
together. It's important to note that we were talk- 
ing about street blockades. No one was planning 
to kill the US president. The risk was limited. 

In retrospect, we did a poor job of guiding sce- 
narios. Rather often, people in the Bloc exuded 
an uncertainty in interactions with Bloc'ers from 
other countries. At times, there was open distrust. 
Quite a few activists wavered back and forth be- 
tween an abstract euphoric enthusiasm for using 
more militant tactics in street-fight situations, and 
the reflex to think that those employing such tac- 
tics were more or less insane and irresponsible. 

Asking myself where to go from here, I start to 
helplessly mumble a bit. Maybe we need to 
reassert our strengths and our sense of what 
is possible. My heart sinks each time I see 
comrades walking separately with hands 
up to the police to get searched. We don't 
have to put up with that! If the cops were the 
only ones lining up at the announced start- 
ing point of the demo, if they had repeated 
difficulties with unwilling protesters closing 
tight around them, they might — in the long 
run — have to stop that shit. 

Another point to address is our response 
to arrests during a demonstration. The 
cops themselves say that this situation is 
difficult for them. Too bad we often make 
it easier for them by doing nothing or »ust 
taking pictures. If people successfully re- 
sist, we won't need videos of it that may 
later be confiscated. Instead of resigning 
ourselves to defeat, we should do our ut- 
most to prevent arrests. The risk of getting arrested 
for rescuing "prisoners" diminishes as more people 
do it. How much more confidently would we act, 
knowing that our comrades will do their best to 
free us? In addition to helping other Black Bloc'ers, 
we should think about how we can provide more 
protection and support that better enables people 
to do their own actions safely and successfully. 

We need to sort ourselves out anew if we want 
to see collective actions happening more often. It 
would be nice to see scenarios where those who 
vigorously endorse proposals made by other groups 
during spokescouncils earnestly help turn those 
ideas into action, instead of retreating at the first 
chance. Visiting one another's communities could 
help rid us of the often frustrating half-heartedness 
in bringing to life ideas that are not our own. 

All in all, whether we like it or not, there seems 
to be no other way than to maintain that inner 
fire and not give them our power. So let's keep on 
fighting this filthy system. 

Vive la commune des brigades internationals! 



7 iu Black Bloc overtuns a car on tune 2. 


Asheville Cyclists Confront Bank of America 


by Rising Tide North America 

On June 8, dozens of cyclists paid a surprise visit to 
Bank of America — to protest its financial backing 
of coal companies — as a part of the International 
Day of Action Against Climate Change and the G8, 
held in solidarity with the massive anti-G8 protests 
in Germany and with those suffering from the im- 
pacts of the G8's policies around the world. 

After first tying up downtown traffic, the 30- 
person-strong bike ride descended on the Ashe- 
ville, North Carolina, headquarters of Bank of 
America. Once there, activists dumped coal in 
front of the main entrance, while another per- 
son spontaneously sacrificed their bike lock and 
locked the front doors shut. 

With police still not in sight, the bike ride contin- 
ued on to another Bank of America branch, where 
participants plastered the bank in stickers, handed 
out fliers to customers and held banners reading, 
"Stop Banking on Climate Change" and "Climate 
Chaos: Brought to you by Bank of America." 

Bank of America plays a major role in perpetuat- 
ing climate change by its massive investments in 
the coal industry. Pound for pound, coal burning 
releases more carbon dioxide emissions then any 
other fossil fuel. The bank has facilitated nearly $ 1 
billion in loans to Massey Energy and Arch Coal, 
two of the largest companies involved in the en- 
vironmentally devastating process of mountain- 
top removal coal mining. Mountaintop removal 
mining has already reduced 500 square miles of 


mountains to rubble and buried over 1,200 miles 
of streams in Southern Appalachia (see EF!J Janu- 
ary-February 2007). 



Activists ride against the G8 and climate chaos. 


Bank of America has also made loans and facili- 
tated stock offerings for Peabody Energy to the tune 
of several billion dollars. Peabody is infamous for its 
human rights violations against Native Americans. 
Since 1975, more than 14,000 indigenous people, 
mostly Dine, have been forcibly relocated off of 
their ancestral lands to make way for Peabody's 
Black Mesa strip mine in northeastern Arizona (see 
EF!J March-April 2006). This strip mine, the larg- 
est in the US, has devastated thousands of acres of 
indigenous land and drained local aquifers that are 
essential for sustaining life in this desert climate. 


In addition to these abuses, Peabody Energy, along 
with a number of other companies funded by Bank 
of America, is pursuing the construction of a new 
wave of dirty coal plants. 

"By targeting coal industry investors, we can 
undermine their financial support, which they de- 
pend on to continue operation," said Jennifer Clay- 
son, who participated in the ride. "The less money 
they have, the less coal they can extract and bum. 
In the face of cataclysmic climate change, we do 
not have time to wait for government regulations. 
We must directly intervene now!" 

This year's G8 meetings failed to even begin to 
address climate change. While some European 
countries pushed for 50 percent emissions cuts 
by 2050, the US managed to derail even this goal, 
which falls far short of the reductions that are 
necessary. In the end, the G8 countries agreed to 
"consider" cutting greenhouse gas emissions. 

"In the face of massive species extinction, 
drought and rising sea levels, the best these world 
leaders can come up with is to 'consider' doing 
something? Until there is real change, we, along 
with people around the world, will continue to take 
direct action against those responsible for climate 
change," said Liam Jefferson, another rider. 

According to scientists, greenhouse gas emis- 
sions need to be slashed at least 80 percent by 2050 
to avoid the worst impacts of climate change. 

The bike ride was organized by Asheville Rising 
Tide, a group dedicated to confronting the root causes 
of climate change. 
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UPDATES. . . 


Umoja Village Burned Again 

Just days after celebrating its six-month anniver- 
sary, the Umoja Village Shantytown burned to the 
ground on the night of April 26. All residents es- 
caped the fire physically unharmed, but there was 
nothing left of the village, which had existed on 
the corner of a busy intersection in Liberty City, 
an impoverished black community in Miami, 
Florida (see EF!J January-February 2007). Seizing 
this as the opportunity they were waiting for, cops 
and bulldozers were sent in immediately. 

Originally, cops allowed the people who were 
already on the property to remain, but they 
wouldn’t let anybody pass through their cordon 
to help protect the blackened site that was — and 
could again be — Umoja. Eventually, police decid- 
ed that they wanted everybody off the site. Umoja 
residents and friends formed a soft blockade to 
block machines from clearing the area, and every- 
body was arrested. Most were released a few hours 
later, but three people were held for several days. 

Then, Miami city officials offered the site to 
Umoja residents and Take Back the Land, the 
group sponsoring Umoja, with the stipulation 
that a building with at least 60 housing units and 
commercial space on the ground floor be built 
there. Residents and organizers ultimately agreed 
to accept the offer. 

After some shadiness by at least one city coun- 
cil member, the council voted unanimously to 
go ahead with this deal. However, before it could 
be finalized, a white, wealthy, high-powered lob- 
byist — who controls much of the cash the site's 
development partners would have seen — stepped 
in and killed the agreement. Utilizing shameless 
intimidation techniques and backroom shenani- 
gans, a single developer scared away Miami city 
council members and prospec- 
tive players in the arrangement. 

Faced with this situation, the 
council revoked the deal. 

While the last few months 
have obviously brought their 
share of setbacks, Take Back 
the Land remains committed 
to feeding and housing people 
in its community and stands 
resolute to do what it takes to 
make that happen. 

Further Repression 
in Oaxaca 

On June 14, more than 
300,000 people took part in a 
march in Oaxaca City, Mexico, 
that stretched for more than a 
mile. The march was in remem- 
brance of the violent eviction 
of the teachers' sit-in strike in 
the center of the city exactly a 
year earlier. That eviction set 
off the chain of events that led 
to a statewide uprising and a 
popular movement, with millions of participants 
in the effort to remove right-wing Governor Ulises 
Ruiz and replace the entire state government with 
popular assemblies (see EF!/ March-April 2007). 
Barricades reappeared in the city for the first time 
since the brutal clashes of last November. At least 
two major highways were blocked, using buses 
and cars. Crowds gathered to re-enforce the block- 
ades as a festive mood settled across Oaxaca City. 

Just over a month later, Oaxacan residents were 
still running with their resurgence of presence. 
Their annual cultural festival, the Guelaguetza, 
had been co-opted by government and commer- 
cial interests, turning it into a watered-down event 
to attract tourists. On July 16, more than 10,000 
people marched to the main Guelaguetza audito- 
rium — just outside the city — to perform and wit- 
ness an alternative Guelaguetza that celebrated 
their indigenous traditions through dance. As the 
march arrived at the venue, it was met by fed- 
eral and state police surrounding the perimeter. 
The cops attacked the crowd with tear gas, rocks, 
sticks, explosive projectiles and whatever else 
they could get their hands on. People retreated as 
the filth advanced, beating and arresting attend- 
ees. One man, Emeterio Merino Cruz Vazquez, 
Page 18 Earth First! Mahon 2007 


was critically injured when police launched an 
explosive that burst his intestines. According to 
the most recent reports, he is in a coma and not 
doing well. Three photographers are reported to 
have been beaten, along with countless other 
marchers. Of the 62 people arrested, only 40 have 
turned up in jails — all them seriously beaten and 
tortured. Cops even apprehended people while 
they were being transported by the Red Cross to 
receive medical attention. 

On August 5, Ruiz's party, the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRl), swept state legislative 
elections while the heavy hand of the govern- 
ment swept the streets. At least three people — two 
Catalans and one Mexican — were disappeared. In 
addition, dozens of trucks of armed cops roamed 
the city, cutting down banners and covering over 
graffiti that opposed the PRL More than 80 per- 
cent of eligible voters boycotted the elections. 

Tip-Top acTivity Ties Tree 
Torturers in Tasmania 

A lot has been on the plate for Tasmanian forest 
defenders since the EF!J last covered their struggles 
(see EF!J May-June 2007). Toward the end of June, 
the UN World Heritage Committee announced a 
decision to pay a visit to Tasmania’s World Heri- 
tage Area to check on local logging practices. Activ- 
ists from the Huon Valley Environmental Center 
(HVEC) have been trying to protect the forests di- 
rectly adjacent to those inside the park's boundary 
and see this visit as a great coup. These forests are 
just as deserving of World Heritage Area status and 
are currently sought after to be cut down. This is 
a big opportunity for this local campaign to shine 
internationally, but HVEC activists aren't simply 
waiting for the visit. 


Arguing that many more square miles of ancient 
forests need to be protected, HVF’C activists halt- 
ed logging in the Arve Valley on July 30. Logging 
had already commenced in this vast tract of old 
growth, but those with HVEC say it's not too late 
to include the Arve Valley trees into the adjoining 
Hartz Mountains National Park, affording the area 
the protection it deserves. 

On August 1, forest activists welcomed Austra- 
lian Prime Minister John Howard to Tasmania 
with a less-than-friendly protest. One activist was 
arrested. 

"The continued industrial-scale clearcutting of 
the Styx, Weld and Upper Florentine valleys serve 
as a testament to John Howard's broken promis- 
es," said Ula Majewski, a spokesperson with the 
Still Wild Still Threatened campaign. 

Finally, on August 6, activists hung a giant ban- 
ner from a cable logger in a huge Weld Valley 
clearcut to highlight the impact of a proposed chip 
mill. Two activists suspended themselves from the 
45-foot-tall banner that read "Kill Mill." 

"If the fast-track chemical and pulp mill is al- 
lowed to proceed, continued brutal logging scars 
will spoil Tasmania's landscape, contribute to 
climate change and habitat loss, and damage 


water catchments," said Jenny Weber, spokes- 
person for HVEC. 

Dine Resist Third Coal Plant 

Dine elders and their families have set up a re- 
sistance camp directly east of the site of the pro- 
posed Desert Rock Energy Facility, a $3-billion 
coal-fueled power plant that would pump elec- 
tricity — which many reservation residents don't 
have — to Las Vegas and other western cities (see 
EF!J March-April 2007). The coal plant would use 
water — a resource of uncertain quantities in the 
Navajo Nation's desert home — at the rate of 1.6 
billion gallons each year. It would be the third 
such plant in San Juan County. 

About 25 miles into the Navajo Nation, the 
Dooda Desert Rock ("No Desert Rock," in Dine) 
resisters cook food, chop wood and plan for the 
next steps of the resistance. Volunteers from local 
colleges, towns, media groups and organizations 
concerned about the environment gather to de- 
liver food and firewood to the resisters, who keep 
a constant vigil at the site. 

Less than one mile from the camp, an enormous 
dragline machine already scrapes coal around the 
clock in what has been described by locals as their 
ow-n Grand Canyon, pumping the energy out on 
giant transmission lines that are the only thing 
marring the billboard-free, ad-free reservation. 

The Dooda Desert Rock camp has faced run- 
ins with both tribal and state police. Earlier this 
year, tribal police entered the site of the resistance 
camp and tore it down, dragging it about a mile 
to its current location. Activists reassembled the 
camp, adding a heavy iron wood stove and a 
permanent renewable energy supply. The whole 
camp — consisting of two trailers, a large gathering 
room and campers — is powered 
with solar panels and a small 
wind turbine. 

This past Spring, Dine resist- 
ers filled New Mexico’s state 
capitol building in Santa Fe day 
after day to stand, sit and speak 
in opposition to an $85-mil- 
lion tax break that the state was 
thinking of granting the Desert 
Rock Energy Facility. The bill 
was permanently tabled follow- 
ing intensive public pressure. 
Days later, however, the Navajo 
Nation's own tribal council ap- 
proved a $2-million tax break 
for the plant. 

"Our representation doesn't 
represent us," said Elouise 
Brown, a Dine elder and founder 
of the camp. "The tribal council 
is an embarrassment." 

In late July, Dine resisters and 
supporters began construction 
of a 1,100-square-foot sustain- 
able Earthship Community Cen- 
ter at the site of the Dooda Desert Rock camp. The 
Earthship effort, led by regional l^arthship build- 
ers who support the movement, will serve local 
ranchers and community members. The Earthship 
will also demonstrate a clean energy, alternative- 
building model as a testimony to sustainable use 
of the Earth's resources. 

To read more about the Dooda Desert Rock Dine 
resistance victories, visit www.desert-rock-blog.com. 

Forest Defense Continues 
in Northern California 

Nanning Creek forest defenders will bid farewell 
to the marbled murrelets as they make their way 
back to the Pacific Ocean at the close of nesting 
season this September. But where will the endan- 
gered birds return to next Spring? 

Humboldt Forest Defense has protected Nan- 
ning Creek for more than two years, in some 
of the largest trees ever defended in Humboldt 
County. The group is holding a Fall Action Camp 
from September 6-9 for organizers and activists 
interested in participating in the numerous for- 
est actions throughout the Pacific Northwest. 
For more information, contact (707) 845-9046; 
humboldtforestdefense.blogspot.com. 



One activist was arrested after confronting the Australian prime 
minister about government-sanctioned clearcutting. 





Assembly of 

First Nations 

Da y °f Action 


by Star 

The Assembly of First Nations 
(AFN) called for a day of action on 
June 29, to highlight some of the 
problems faced by indigenous peo- 
ple in Canada. Primary among these 
is the continued denial of property 
rights and land claims by the 
government. There are currently 
800 unsettled indigenous land 
claims in Canada, in violation of 
Canadian law and the UN Decla- 
ration on Human Rights. This has 
also led to massive environmen- 
tal destruction, with companies 
ignoring treaties and extracting 
resources from unceded native 
lands without having to pay ben- 
efits to First Nations. 

The call to action was issued 
in support of the Roseau River 
Anishinabe First Nation's call 
for a 24-hour railway blockade 
to force the government to deal 
with that nation's land claims. 
"There are only two ways to deal 
with the white man," Anishi- 
nabe Chief Terrance Nelson said. 
"You either pick up a gun..., or 
you stand between the white 
man and his money." 

When the day of action arrived, 
2,000 people protested in Ottawa, 
Ontario, while 500 marched in Van- 
couver, British Columbia. In Toronto, 
Ontario, 500 people marched in two 
separate actions. Three hundred mem- 
bers of the Mississauga band rallied in 
Mississauga, Ontario, to protest an 
unsettled land claim. In the northwest 
Ontario town of Kenora, there were 


250 protesters. Also in Ontario, the Al- 
derville First Nation blocked County 
Road 45 near Peterborough, and High- 
way 17 was blocked by native protest- 
ers from Manitoulin Island and the 
North Shore. Overall there were more 
than 100 rallies and marches with 
more than 5,000 people participating. 


Sylvester Green, an elder of the Nisga'a 
Nation, said that the mobilizations 
"helped inform people about the dev- 
astating conditions native people face 
and helped build solidarity with our 
fight for justice." 

In some of the day's most mili- 
tant actions, Mohawks from the 


Tyendinaga Territory blocked the 
Canadian National (CN) main rail 
line and Highway 401 — the coun- 
try's busiest highway — between Bel- 
leville and Napanee, Ontario, for 1 1 
hours. The Mohawks stepped away 
from their ongoing action — occu- 
pying their unceded ancestral land, 


now the site of a stone quarry, since 
March 22 — to intensify their primary 
campaign to force resolution of the 
quarry land claim. The government 
unjustly gave the rights to the land to 
a private company in 2003, as part of 
the disputed Culbertson Land Tract. 
The government has acknowledged 


that the land was never relinquished 
by the Mohawks, yet the quarry con- 
tinues to function. At the same time, 
there have been protracted nego- 
tiations between the federal govern- 
ment and the Mohawks of the Bay of 
Quinte since 2003. 

In April, the same group of Mo- 
hawks blocked the CN railroad 
tracks on the Montreal-Toronto 
corridor as a way of intensifying 
their campaign, an action that has 
landed their spokesperson, Shawn 
Brant, in serious trouble. CN has 
sued him for $108 million for 
stopping the trains for 30 hours. 

The actions did not stop after 
June 29. Sixty people from the 
Sechelt Band of British Columbia 
occupied the office of the band 
chief on July 1 1 , following his ac- 
ceptance of an apology from the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
for pepper-spraying soccer fans. 
Also on July 11, band members in 
Lytton blocked a road to protest 
the loss of ferry services. Mem- 
bers of the N'quatqua Nation 
blocked an old-growth logging 
operation in Blackwater starting 
in early July. 

Some First Nations chiefs have 
suggested that there will be an 
increase in militancy if the gov- 
ernment doesn’t start dealing with 
them in a more transparent way. 
Nelson said, "What Shawn Brant 
did is nothing compared to what is 
going to happen in the future if we 
can’t give our people hope." 

Star would like to thank Zoe Blunt for 
her tireless efforts. 



Canadian flags bum an railroad tracks in Vancouver, British Columbia, on July 1. 


UPDATES... 


Fern Gully is a treesit village in Freshwater, Cali- 
fornia. Part of Timber Harvest Plan (THP) #01-446, 
"the Gully" sits on Pacific Lumber Company (PL) 
property right above Garfield Elementary School. 
The grove is perched on unstable slopes, with 
grades of up to 80 percent. Freshwater has already 
been designated as an "impaired watershed" by 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board due to 
increased upslope logging. Fern Gully’s THP was 
supposed to expire last October, but following a 
raid of the village by PL workers and subcontrac- 
tors, it was extended by one year. The company 
has the ability to extend it again this year, but 
Fern Gully defenders are crossing their fingers that 
•they won't. To help out or get involved, contact 
ferngullytreesit@riseup.net; www.ferngully.org. 

The Mattole Wildlands Defenders carry the torch 
of more than six years of nonviolent direct action 
in defense of the old-growth forests in the Rain- 
bow Ridge area and the headwaters of the North 
Fork Mattole River. Clearcut and "rehab" logged 
areas have been sprayed with herbicide to kill the 
oak and madrone trees, which compete with the 
more profitable conifers. The exact acreage of land 
that has been sprayed is unknown. In 2001, there 
were 3,000 acres of old-growth Douglas firs in the 
Mattole. Currently, there are approximately 2,000 
acres left. Numerous road blockades and treesits 
are planned for this Winter. For more informa- 
tion, contact (707) 834-3100; saveancientforests. 
blogspot.com. 


Rising Tide UK Takes Off 

Rising Tide UK conducted a number of work- 
shops at the UK Climate Camp, which ran from 
August 14-21. While hastily preparing for that, 
Rising Tide still found the time to address various 
other climate campaigns. It had slots on Sky News 
and Al-Jazeera as a result of its support for the Alive 
Earth project. Direct action and the climate camp 
were emphasized — and also that they believe in 
joy, not hair-shirts... whatever that might mean! 

Rising Tide was also on Radio Four, pointing out 
that the poorest will be, once again, paying the 
highest price in the proposed carbon economy. 

In May, following discussions at the 2007 Na- 
tional Gathering, the Rising Tide UK network 
adopted the People's Global Action Hallmarks. 
People's Global Action (PGA) is a network for 
spreading information and coordinating actions 
between grassroots movements around the world. 
The diverse groups under the PGA umbrella share 
an opposition to capitalism and a commitment to 
direct action and civil disobedience as the most 
effective forms of struggle. 

Rising Tide has also assisted Art Not Oil with 
its email campaign to contact artists and judges 
connected with the British Petroleum-sponsored 
Portrait of the Year exhibition (see EF'.J March- 
April 2007). 

For more information, visit www.risingtide.org. 
uk; www.climateconvergence.org. 

ICC Construction Is Set Back 

Court dates of October 1 and October 29 were 
set for the two lawsuits against the construction of 
the Inter-County Connector (ICC) in Maryland's 
Prince George County (see EF!f May-June 2007). 


Since the state agreed not to build while the law- 
suits are pending, this should legally stop the en- 
tire 2008 construction season! 

Unfortunately, there has been a sudden burst 
of activity at ICC staging areas, suggesting an at- 
tempt to get ready for a push of activity in Novem- 
ber — or possibly an effort to begin construction 
illegally. Past activity has been confined to drill- 
ing to determine bedrock depth, surveying and 
similar preliminary tasks. Sudden movements of a 
different nature now, while they are not supposed 
to build, are highly suspicious. 

A one-lane road has been built into the for- 
est near New Hampshire Avenue (near the Paint 
Branch, an important nearby creek). In addition, 
two heavy earthmovers and open gates were spot- 
ted in late July at the Georgia Avenue staging 
area — which is near Rock Creek, another impor- 
tant river in the area. 

This smacks of contempt of court, and there may 
be efforts to get the judge to rule on this matter. 

Stumptown EF! Action Camp 

Comfortably camped next to Shellrock Lake, in 
the Mount Hood National Forest of northwestern 
Oregon, Stumptown Earth First! came together 
for five days to teach and learn. It covered the 
basics — tree climbing, EF! history, consensus and 
consent — and studied the possibilities of organiz- 
ing methods and strategies for the future. 

Perhaps most importantly, attendees met both 
with experienced organizers who have their roots 
in Earth First! and with younger folks excited to 
begin to defend the Earth. Momentum is being 
built again in Cascadia, and this training was an 
important first step. 
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Journal Editors Ditch Tucson 
for Wild Nights in Monte Carlo 



Fed up with the daily grind of life work- 
ing on the Earth First! Journal, as well as 
the 100-plus-degree days of Summer in 
Tucson, a current and former editor took 
refuge in the European resort town of 
Monte Carlo. 

"We were right in the middle of layout!" 
exclaimed a Journal editor who remained 
in Tucson. "Everybody's working their 
butts off to get this issue out, then they 
just up and fly to the Mediterranean!" 

Not all lournal collective members had 
exactly the same response. 

"I hope they have a good time," re- 
marked a fourth editor. "But I also hope 
they come back soon. I understand you 
just have to get away sometimes, but 
ideally, that's not during the peak of 
production." 

The latest news received from the duo 
reported gambling losses hovering around 
$20,000 and livers shot to hell. As of press 
time, there was no word about the way- 
ward editors’ return. 


The Potato Liberation Front Strikes in Massachusetts! 


BY TUBERIFIC 

On a warm June night in 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 
the Potato Liberation Front 
(PLF) made its debut in a 
rescue operation that saved 
potatoes doomed to become 
greasy, crispy chips. The Cape 
Cod Potato Chip Company 
(CCPCC), which is responsi- 
ble for the deaths of 28 mil- 
lion pounds of potatoes each 
year, held its latest shipment 
of innocent potatoes in two 
open tractor-trailers; another 
closed tractor-trailer nearby 
was suspected to hold more 
potatoes. 

According to a communi- 
que, PLFers raided the trucks, 
which were filled with moun- 
tains of potatoes stored in 
unspeakable conditions. Four 
potatoes were liberated from 
a future that would have 
brought rigorous, involuntary 


testing, such as defect and 
specific gravity analysis. Pota- 
toes that don't meet CCPCC 
standards are disposed of with 
little regard for the potatoes' 
lives; for the sunlight energy, 
soil nutrients and water need- 
ed to grow the potatoes; or for 
the waste created by reckless 
consumerism. 

Potatoes that meet CCPCC 
standards go on to fulfill the 
company's mission to sell 
a product for profit. They 
are skinned, sliced, fried in 
vats of hot oil, packaged in 
plastic, shipped and sold in 
stores across the country. In- 
stead, the liberated potatoes 
were brought to a safe and 
loving house, where they 
were stored in a humane 
way until finally they were 
cooked in a healthy, less pro- 
cessed manner. 

"CCPCC was targeted be- 
cause of its involvement in 


perpetuating monoculture, 
industrial agriculture and 
consumer culture," the PLF 
communique read. "These 
potatoes were grown in en- 
vironmentally and socially 
degrading conditions, spe- 
cifically to be packaged and 
sold to feed a society that 
cares only for convenience, 
no matter what is destroyed 
along the way. Further- 
more, this company sells 
the idea of a place — Cape 
Cod, which is portrayed as 
an idyllic beach getaway, 
but whose life-sustaining, 
flood-deterring wetlands 
have been devastated by 
development and bourgeois 
tourist traffic.” 

The PLF recognizes that to 
target only food processing 
companies is not enough; 
every player in this chain 
must be held accountable. 
This is only the beginning. 


Naked Mob Threatens 
Rising Tide 


This Summer's Round 
River Rendezvous was host 
to not only post-Rondy ac- 
tions, but also a during- 
Rondy action, as concerned 
individuals took to the trails 
to stop excessive meetings. 
On Thursday night, just as 
a rainstorm began, anony- 
mous individuals formed 
a naked flash mob and set 
out to disrupt a Rising Tide 
North America (RTNA) 
meeting. With chants of 
"Meetings make the temper- 
ature rise!" and "Who cares 
about global warming when 
you have no friends!", the 
mob gained in ranks (later 


including members of RTNA 
itself) as it ran around the 
camp, noodle-dancing and 
covered in mud — ready to 
surprise RTNA members at 
any moment. 

Apparently, the weather 
(ironic, huh?), miscommu- 
nication and the threat of 
the naked flash mob had al- 
ready effectively stopped yet 
another RTNA meeting for 
the night. But this was surely 
only the first incarnation of 
the naked Hash mob, which 
can appear anywhere, at any 
time, wherever RTNA meets. 
Beware Rising Tide! Your 
meetings are not safe! 



The author of "Cell Phones Sink II: They're Listening ' (see EF!J May-lime 2007) 
Ls seen immediately after leaving Tiicson, Arizona, talking on his brand new cell 
phone! Did he escape the EF! Journal office fust to get a cell plume in another 

state ? 

mOuntainrebel Exposed! 


EF!er Cinder commented: "Who is this shadowy 
mOuntainrebel character anyway? Always writing about 
sketchy topics, ordering shady books through Internet 
credit-card scams, making readers of his hlog vote on which 
dodgy hacker skill they would most like to learn? WTFuck!? 
And then getting a cell phone after detailing how sketchy 
they are? And what's with the '0?' Please tell me it’s not some 
nerdy binary reference!" 


Journal Throws Huge Fundraiser, Raises 
Millions. But What-or Who-ls It For? 

We Sneak Into an EF! Journal Fundraiser and 
Catch a Real Peek at the Shifty Deal! 


by Soapy Grebs 

Clad in sunglasses and 
smoking cigars, Journal edi- 
tors schmoozed with big 
name EF!ers over praline 
truffles and martinis, which 
capped an exquisite din- 
ner fundraiser. Plates cost 
$10,000 to $100,000 each, 
depending on whether you 
ordered tofu dogs or raw, 
basted mushrooms with 
vegan creme sauce. But what 
was this fundraiser for? 

Finally, one of the Journal 
editors spilled the beans: 
"We are so grateful to you 
all for coming," she de- 
clared in a warbling voice. 
"It’s you who made possible 
the building of this new wa- 
ter park in the Journal's side 
yard. And without it, we’d 
all be too hot to get through 
even one day of editing. 
Without you, there would 
be no Journal'." 


But is that the end of the 
mystery? After this speech, 1 
followed the editor around 
an abandoned corner of the 
house. Black eyes all watery, 
she scratched her neckline... 
gently at first, but then hard- 
er, eventually peeling off the 
skin on her face to reveal 
green, scaly skin. She soaked 
her head thoroughly with a 
hose. Then she started cack- 
ling, and our brave reporter 
retreated. 

After searching around a 
bit more, 1 found a blueprint 
amid the rubble of one of 
the editor's desks. It depict- 
ed plans for a 50-foot-tall, 
curly water-slide as well as a 
wave pool, an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool, a sauna and 
what looked like some sort 
of disk-like aircraft. Accord- 
ing to the blueprint, the wa- 
ter park is to be landscaped 
with bioregionally correct 
flora and tin foil. 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Offset Your Cheating With Cheatneutral! 


Jealousy and heartbreak are a natural part of 
modern life. Sometimes, no matter how hard 
we try, it's just not possible to be faithful. 

At Cheatneutral, we believe that we should 
all try to reduce the amount that we cheat 
on our partners, but we also realize that fi- 
delity isn’t always possible. That's why we 
help you neutralize your cheating. Your ac- 
tions are offset by a global network of fideli- 
ty, developed by us. By paying Cheatneutral, 
you're funding monogamy-boosting offset 
projects: We simply invest the money you 
give us in monogamous, faithful or single 
people to encourage them to stay that way. 

When you use Cheatneutral, we'll email 
you a Cheatneutral Offset Certificate, so you 
can prove to your loved one that your fooling 
around has been successfully offset. Then, you 
and your partner are both happy, a broken 
heart is mended, and you can feel good about 
yourself again, all thanks to Cheatneutral. 

And when you need to cheat again, we'll 
be here for you. 

You can help. 

Do you find it easy to be faithful? Is loy- 
alty part of your nature? Or maybe you're 
just happy being single. Whatever it is, if 
you're monogamous or single, you can help 
those who can't help themselves — and get 
paid for not getting laid. 

When you register to become a Cheat- 
neutral offset project you're joining a 
global community of fidelity — a massive 


cheat-absorbing resource, ensuring the fu- 
ture well-being of millions of unfaithful 
couples. All you have to do is agree to stay 
monogamous or single — and if we match 
you with a suitable cheater, you’ll get paid 
to neutralize their cheating. 

Personal Stories 

Steve and Lisa 

Steve and Lisa met while on holiday in 
Spain and quickly fell for each other. That 
Christmas, Steve got drunk and cheated on 
Lisa with a co-worker. He paid Cheatneu- 
tral just $9.95, and we invested his money 
in Alex, a single man with no prospect of 
finding a partner. In return for the pay- 
ments, Alex has agreed to remain single. 

Thanks to us, Steve was able to come 
clean about his cheating to Lisa. Steve con- 
tinues to cheat, and continues to fund proj- 
ects like Alex with his offset payments. 

David and Sebastian 

David cheated on his partner of 10 
years, Sebastian, with a younger man. 
According to James, "Seb was so angry 
with me, I felt really bad about what I'd 
done. I came to Cheatneutral to offset my 
cheating. Later on, Seb said the only rea- 
son he forgave me was because I'd gone 
to Cheatneutral. Thanks to Cheatneutral, 
we're still together, 1 can feel good about 
my cheating, and I've helped to reduce 
global cheating as well! 
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Where Can I Get a Poo Panda? 

Facing an insurmountable amount of shit, the 
Chinese government has come up with an inge- 
nious plan to deal with panda poo. The 60 pandas 
of the Sichuan province wildlife preserve pro- 
duce more than 330 tons of excrement each year. 
Removing the feces costs the government nearly 
$800 a month. Fortunately, the province has a 
crack team of researchers to figure out what to do 
with the shit. Putting the ideas of "reduce, reuse 
and recycle" to good use, the poo will be turned 
into souvenirs such as photo frames, bookmarks, 
fans and panda statues to be sold at next year’s 
Olympic Games. According to the assistant direc- 
tor of the panda preserve, the souve- 
nirs "don't smell too bad because 70 
percent of the dung is just remains 
of the bamboo that the pandas are 
unable to digest." Olympics, here 
we come for a Poo Panda. 

I-’inally, True Weather Control 

In a bid to control everything, 

China has concocted a plan to 
control the weather for next year's 
Olympics. According to historical re- 
search, there is a 50 percent chance 
of rain for the 2008 Olympics; this 
is clearly unacceptable. Nothing 
shall stop the Olympics from going 
off without a hitch. Weathercasters 
are planning to fire rockets into the 
clouds to disperse them, ensuring that the Olym- 
pics will have their precious sunlight. According 
to Wang Yubin, an engineer at the Beijing Me- 
teorological Bureau, "Dispersal is more difficult 
than rainfall enhancement. In rainfall dispersal, 
we are still in the experimental stage, but we are 
continuing our efforts." With any luck, by this 
time next year, science will have figured out how 
to control the weather. 


Bad Ass Whale Says "F You!" 

Fishers tried more than 100 years ago to get the 
better of a 50-ton bowhead whale, but the whale 
just shrugged them off. They had shot an explod- 
ing arrow-shaped projectile into the whale. Un- 
fazed, the whale continued on its way. Between 
115 and 130 years old, the projectile was found 
embedded in the whale's blubber when the whale 
was killed recently. An adjunct curator of the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum, John Bockstoce said 
that the projectile "probably hurt the whale or 
annoyed him, but it hit him in a non-lethal place. 
He couldn't have been that bothered if he lived 
for another 100 years." 


Sex-Driven Men Threaten Tree 

Randy Ugandan men are threatening the future 
of a native tree. The Citropos articulata, also known 
as the Ugandan "sex tree," is popular among men 
as a natural form of Viagra, increasing the users' 
inner potency. A great aphrodisiac and a national 
treasure, the tree is sought after by men acting like 
sex-crazed teenagers. Unable to perform without 
its help, men seek the tree and rip up its roots. The 


roots are either chewed fresh or dried, pounded 
into a powder and consumed with water to form 
an aphrodisiac concoction. Because of the meth- 
od of extraction and the trees' long growth period, 
the trees are in danger of being wiped out entirely 
by horny men. 

Fearing Safety, Monsanto Employees 
Nix GM Foods 

In a radical move, the employees of Monsanto 
have insisted that their cafeteria not serve geneti- 
cally modified foods. Fearful of the harmful effects 
of "frankenfoods," the employees petitioned Mon- 
santo's catering company. Granada Foods is now 
actively working to protect Monsanto employees 
from the dangers of biotech contamination. Some- 
one should maybe inform the employees what it is 
that the company does exactly. Apparently, Mon- 
santo's workers have no idea. Monsanto's director 
of corporate affairs wants to ensure that there is no 
confusion by arguing with the public that it was 
the caterers, not the employees, who made this 
choice. "It has nothing to do with us, really." 


Zombie Seeds Provide the Answer 

In a reverse of terminator gene technology, bio- 
tech companies are developing "zombie seeds," to 
avoid bans on the use of terminator seeds. Instead 
of using sterile seeds that are useless after one 
planting, with no ability to reproduce, you can buy 
chemicals to wake up once-sterile seeds. An inge- 
nious solution to a real problem, this will certainly 
make things better and the companies very rich. 
No more having to buy new seeds every year. Now, 
you would only need to buy chemicals every year 
to spray on all of your crops. This research is also 
important and well funded because it is a solution 
to the potentially harmful effects of the spreading 
of genetically modified crops and pollen. 



Panda creating future panda poo 




by Stop the Blob Campaign 

There is a terrible new threat being posed by 
global warming. This time, it comes in the form 
of a monster from outer space known only as the 
Blob. Exactly 50 years ago in September 1957, this 
formless terror crashed to Earth in a meteor in 
the rural town of Downington, Pennsylvania. In 
the span of only a few hours, the Blob killed and 
devoured more than 50 people, growing from the 
size of a softball to larger than a school bus. There 
is no known way to kill the Blob. Officer Dave 
of the Downington Police Department, who 
confronted the monster in 1957, stated, "I don't 
think it can be killed," pointing out that high 
voltage electricity, bullets and acid were useless 
in destroying it. The Blob was stopped only by 
freezing it with carbon dioxide fire extinguishers 
for long enough to allow the military to fly it to 
the Arctic. Downington resident Steve Andrews, 
who was nearly killed by the Blob, explained that 
the monster could only be contained "as long as 
the Arctic stays cold." 

Climatologists warn that global warming and 
the melting of the Arctic threaten to reawaken 
this hideous monster. Activists say global warm- 
ing must be stopped before the Blob thaws. If re- 
released, it could wipe out humanity in a matter 
of months. 

"Nonsense," countered Steed Struts, an Oregon- 
based researcher funded by the global corporation 
Genetics Italy (Genitalia). "These whacko extrem- 
ists don't understand that if we can sequence the 
Blob’s genetic code, we can save mankind by in- 
serting never-dying Blob-genes into everything 
from large scale monoculture plantations of trees 
and grasses for biofuels to soy for human con- 
sumption — and there is even a potential for the 
Blob to sequester carbon!" Struts continued. "All 
of which will allow market-based solutions to pre- 
vent climate change and allow capital investment 
to flourish, thus providing a stable lifestyle for all 
Americans. And think of the military potential of 



the Blob and how it could further protect America 
from those who hate freedom!" 


A Global Justice Ecology Project spokesperson 
disagreed, stating, "Due to global warming, we 
stand at a critical juncture for the survival of all 
species, including the human race. Industry and 
governments, however, are proposing only profit- 
making false solutions to this oncoming climate 
chaos. Market-based fixes such as large scale pro- 
duction of biofuels, nuclear power, carbon trading 
and genetic engineering endanger fragile eco- 
systems while lining the pockets of these grimy 
speculators. We need to challenge the gluttonous 
over-consumption of developed countries that 


continue to exploit the resources and people of 
the Global South. We desperately need commu- 
nity-based responses and actions that address 
these problems and stop false solutions before 
it's too late." 

On the 50th anniversary of the Blob's inva- 
sion, activists across the globe are banding to- 
gether to "Stop the Blob." The goal of the Stop 
the Blob Campaign is to immediately reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases by the minimum 
80 percent that climate scientists say is necessary 
to help end global warming, halting the melting 
of the Arctic and stopping the Blob. Protests to 
Stop the Blob are urged for every major city on 
the globe in conjunction with meetings of in- 
stitutions that continue to contribute to global 
warming, including the World Bank, the Group 
of Eight and the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change — which oversees the Kyoto 
Protocol global warming agreement. Decentral- 
ized actions all the way down to state and local 
governments are encouraged. 

"The Kyoto Protocol is completely inad- 
equate to stop climate chaos," stated Amanda 
| La, a spokesperson for Stop the Blob Campaign. 
J "What we need is immediate action to cut 
I greenhouse gas emissions. That's why we're 
calling for these global days of action around 
financial institutions, governmental meetings 
and the UN. 

"If our so-called 'leaders' won't act on their own, 
we’ll force them to take action. No more business 
as usual until global warming is halted, and no 
more wars for oil or other resources to keep life- 
styles of the empire intact. We have no recourse 
but to act now before it is too late; those in charge 
have proven they are neither intelligent enough 
nor ethical enough to take the necessary steps for 
the survival of our planet." 

To learn more about actions to stop global 
warming, contact the Stop the Blob Campaign 
at stoptheblob@gmail.com; www.globaljustice 
ecology.org. 
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bv Denny Haldeman 

We now find ourselves at a crossroads where 
peak oil, peak soil, peak population and peak con- 
sumption meet with peak pandering, peak public 
ambivalence and peak plans to make our people- 
made disaster on Earth far worse. The failed presi- 
dency, failed oil wars and failed foreign policies 
have added to the peak blues concert, bringing us 
to the cusp of devouring our remaining soil, water 
and ecosystems to fuel our sacred, but unsustain- 
able, American Weigh. 

Skyler Simmons presented an excellent over- 
view of the food versus fuel debate in "Full Tanks, 
Empty Stomachs," but there is a far more insidi- 
ous plan afoot to ultimately use forests directly for 
fuel (see EF!f March-April 2007). 

A number of biofuel proponents 
have indicated that corn ethanol 
is merely a small part of our ulti- 
mate agrofuels future. Corn is an 
easy transitional fuel to desensi- 
tize and pander to the public. As 
prices rise for animal products, 
tortillas, beer and tequila, the pub- 
lic will demand a tempering of 
food production competition. The 
same 1 1 acres needed to feed a car 
for a year would also feed seven 
people for a year. Currently, the 
sheeple still believe that there is a 
technological solution to our cul- 
tural problem of hyperconsump- 
tion. Most believe we must do all 
we can to avoid reality, conserva- 
tion, efficiency and major changes 
in lifestyles. It is comforting and 
disastrous thinking. 

As Simmons pointed out, agrofu- 
els are already pushing into native 
forest lands around the planet as 
palm, soy, eucalyptus, sugar cane 
and other plantations expand. The 
burning Bush announced in his last 
Estate of the Union address that 
the US has resolved to develop the 
technology "for producing ethanol 
not just from corn, but from wood 
chips, stalks and switchgrass." 

Currently, the "lignin barrier" 
has been an economic hurdle to using trees for 
agrofuel. Lignin is that pesky substance that makes 
trees strong and resilient to pestilence and disease. 
It also prevents easy conversion of their carbohy- 
drates to car fuel. Millions of government and 
private research dollars are attacking this lignin 
problem and hope for a breakthrough within the 
next few years. Among the grand plans to break 
the lignin barrier is the genetic engineering of 
enzymes, microbes, fungi and, most insidiously, 
low-lignin trees. If you think the terminator gene 
was one scary genie, imagine low-lignin genetic 
drift into remaining native ecosystems. 

One day in 1992, at Oregon State University's 
botany department, Professor Elaine Ingham 
stepped into a potential biotech Chernobyl. One 
of her graduate students discovered that all the 
wheat plants they had been growing in jars had 
turned to brown mush, a result of exposure to a 
genetically modified (CM) strain of Klebsiella plan- 
ticola, a common soil bacteria. The GM species 
was designed to decompose plant stubble and de- 
bris into fertilizers, sludge and alcohol. 

Ingham saw the extreme danger presented if the 
bacteria had escaped into the wild: "That would 
have been the end of all terrestrial plants.... It 
would have been dispersed any time a bird moved 
it to another field." She noted this even though 
the Environmental Protection Agency had already 
approved GM K. planticola as safe and ready for 
deployment. The monster germ was reluctantly 
shelved, Ingham and her graduate student were po- 
litically silenced, and the incident was covered up. 

ArborGen, a US tree genetics company, has 
asked the US Department of Agriculture for per- 
mission to plant 355 GM eucalyptus trees at a 
secret location near Mobile, Alabama. Like all 
forest-consuming scams, ArborGen says that 
this will actually save forests by growing more 


fiber on less land. In a hurricane zone, one can 
only imagine how fast and far genetic drift could 
occur. If ArborGen's latest crop has low-lignin 
properties, once it drifts into native forests, it 
will flatten those forests and make the survivors 
highly susceptible to disease and infestation. 

When I was a young, somewhat naive tree 
planter in the South before reading Ed Abbey 
books, the industry said it could provide for all 
of the nation’s paper needs on five to 10 million 
acres. Now, 25 years later, there are more than 40 
million acres of pine farms in the South, with the 
vast majority of the newest plantations created 
at the expense of native woodlands. Even before, 
we were planting in clearcut hardwood forests, 
drained wetlands and estuary islands. Most tree 


plantations are highly unsustainable, with short 
rotations, imbalanced soil nutrients and increas- 
ing inputs of fossil-fuel fertilizers and pesticides to 
make up for strip-mining of soil nutrients. 

There is no reason to believe that using forests 
for fuels will be anything less than a disaster for 
soils, water supplies, native ecosystems and wild- 
life. The new, faster-growing tree crops being tout- 
ed by many will only exacerbate the soil mining, 
put pressure on marginal lands, cause incursions 
into native woodlands, and increase the incidence 
and severity of clearcuts. When we fought to ward 
off the chip mill infestation of the '90s, the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority's (TVA) Environmental 
Impact Statement assured us that the chip mills 
would take only the stems of the trees and leave 
the tops, which held most of the nutrients, to mit- 
igate the soil devastation. 

When the pulp and paper industry started de- 
ploying in-woods chippers to take advantage of the 
"junk trees" and tree tops, the already egregious 
clearcuts were severely devoid of any remaining 
biomass that would have mitigated erosion and 
nutrient depletion. 

There is also the potential for the pulp and paper 
industry to work in concert with the new biofuels 
scams. As Nicolas Zeman wrote in Ethanol Produc- 
ers Magazine, "ArborGen's strong ties to the paper 
milling industry could be a plus in its cellulosic 
research efforts. Academic and industry sources 
have indicated that the paper and pulp indus- 
tries could have powerful synergies with cellulosic 
ethanol production. That's because paper mills 
are already equipped with wastewater treatment 
facilities, boilers, heat and power, and have the 
necessary permits to operate." ArborGen was first 
established in 2000, as a joint venture between 
three of the world's largest paper companies: In- 
ternational Paper, MeadWestvaco, and Rubicon. 


"We fit into both the paper and biofuels in- 
dustries from a feedstock standpoint," says 
Barbara Wells, ArborGen's president and CEO. 
She doesn’t discount the possibility that these 
companies could be major players in the cellu- 
losic ethanol industry in the future. "We are in 
the stage of evaluating how we can best utilize 
these facilities," she continued. Some paper mills 
might choose to convert their existing facilities 
to produce ethanol from pulp. 

In November 2000, the US General Accounting 
Office reported that "according to the US Forest 
Service, 67 million acres on national forests across 
the country are at a moderate-to-high risk from 
catastrophic wildfires and need to be treated over 
a 15-year period.” The National Fire Plan and the 
National Energy Policy assume 
that half of these forest lands 
can be thinned for fire preven- 
tion. This would mean the ex- 
traction of approximately 50 
tons of biomass per acre — or 1 1 0 
million tons of biomass mate- 
rial per year from national for- 
ests — for a period of at least 15 
years. A typical biomass power 
facility consumes 15,000 tons 
of fuel to produce one mega- 
watt. The thinning of national 
forests would likely produce 
more than 7,000 megawatts 
per year — enough electricity 
to supply more than 7 million 
homes per year. This doesn't in- 
clude other potential biomass 
fuel sources from private lands, 
state lands, tribal trust lands, 
lumber manufacturing residu- 
als, agricultural waste, landfills 
and other sources. 

If you listen to the TVA, 
\ this country is made up of 
§ "over-abundant, under-utilized, 
t low-grade forests" on private 
b lands that can only be fixed 
■ by removal to make way for a 
~ "vibrant new healthy forest." 
Nearly everyone now realizes 
that idea came from over-abun- 
dant, over-utilized, low-grade 
foresters, the same ones who are now pushing 
biofuels to "save” these last, best forests. 

Colorado-based Range Fuels has received a con- 
struction permit for a forest-using ethanol plant 
in Soperton, Georgia. It is expected to be the first 
commercial-scale cellulosic ethanol plant in the 
US. While this facility plans on using gasification 
to produce ethanol, BC International's proposed 
forest ethanol plant in Florida plans on using 
GM £. coli bacteria, and the Mascoma Plant in 
Michigan has yet to disclose its method to bust 
the lignin barrier. 

Ethanol production also requires vast amounts 
of energy and water, and is often codependent on 
new coal plants, nuke plants and, in some cases, 
wood-fired energy production. Green Mountain 
Energy of Austin, Texas, is already cofiring wood 
to produce electricity for its clients. Combine the 
pulp and paper industry's power demands with 
those of ethanol fuel production, and we have a 
full-fledged assault on what remains of the forests. 

As seen in the chip-mill infestation battle, when 
folks unite to educate each other and their com- 
munities, a bad idea can be nipped in the bud, 
and reason can be restored. There is a promising 
proliferation of anti-corn-ethanol articles shaking 
things up and making investors nervous. Commu- 
nities all over are defeating ethanol plant scams 
by fighting along social, economic, quality of life, 
and water and air quality angles. We need to shake 
things up on the forest front and chase those in- 
vestors away from this fuelish idea as well. 

Denny Haldeman is an off-grid carpenter living 
near Chattanooga, Tennessee. He has been active in 
forest issues for more than 25 years, predominantly 
working with the Dogwood Alliance and Heartwood 
and most recently, trying to stir up forest activists to 
fight the newest, absolute worst threat we've faced... 
bio-fools. 
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The Return 
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by Josh 

The World Without Us, by Alan Weisman, Thom- 
as Dunne Books/St. Martin's Press, 2007. 

The imagining of a pristine, post-civilization 
world is central to the radical environmental 
movement. It shows up in the pages of the Earth 
First! Journal, Green Anarchy, Species Traitor and 
the late Do or Die. It's discussed at gatherings like 
Feral Visions and the Round River Rendezvous. 
It's championed by Paul Shepard, John Zerzan, 
Chellis Glendinning, Daniel Quinn and Derrick 
Jensen, it's celebrated around campfires in the 
songs of Desert Rat and Casey Neill. And it's in 
our hearts; it's what inspires so many of us to 
take action to save the places that we love. 

The problem, however, is that our fantasies of 
a post-civilization world are often just that: fan- 
tasy. We imagine the ruins and detritus of civiliza- 
tion melting away, as if they had never existed; 
indigenous species rebounding, while invasive 
ones wither; ecosystems not only recovering but 
returning to their original states, leaving no sign 
of the destruction that we had heaped upon them. 
But would this really happen? If humanity were 
to suddenly disappear tomorrow, leaving all our 
things behind, what would happen next? 

In The World Without Us, journalist Alan Weis- 
man successfully and superbly answers these very 
questions. Not only does the book offer the most 
convincing depiction of a post-civilization bio- 
sphere that I have ever encountered, it is also a 
compelling exploration of our growing ecological 
crisis. In short, The World Without Us is essential 
reading for anyone concerned about the uncertain 
fate of the natural world — from reform-minded 
Sierra Club and Green Party members to Earth 
Firstlers and primitivists pining for the collapse. 

In both style and substance, The World Without 
Us bears a strong resemblance to Bill McKibben’s 
The End of Nature (1990). Like that now-classic 
exploration of human-caused climate change, 
The World Without Us successfully translates com- 
plex, technical concepts — such as the chemistry 
of plastics and the physics of nuclear fission — into 
language that is clear enough for regular folks to 
understand. Overall, this helps to decentralize 
knowledge about dire topics that are everyone's 
business, not just scientific and political elites. 
Also like McKibben, Weisman writes with poetic- 
elegance and romantic charm. He endows his 
descriptions of nature with an almost spiritual 
reverence, and he never shies away from philoso- 
phizing about the folly and frailty of our exces- 
sively ambitious species. 

The fruit of years of painstaking research, The 
World Without Us presents a comprehensive vi- 
sion of an Earth without humans. In a mere 300 
pages, Weisman describes what would happen to 
our homes; to New York City and the Panama Ca- 
nal; to plastics and petrochemical infrastructure; 
to farmland, crops and pesticides; to birds and 
endangered species; to nuclear power plants and 
radioactive waste; and to paintings and sculpture. 
Looking to the past for clues, he summarizes po- 
tential reasons for the extinction of Pleistocene 
megafauna and the collapse of Mayan civilization. 
For examples of what recovering ecosystems ac- 
tually look like, he visits the African savanna, an 
old-growth forest along the Poland-Belarus bor- 
der, the Korean demilitarized zone, the war-torn 
island of Cyprus and the toxic site of the Cher- 
nobyl nuclear disaster. 

Weisman diligently assembles expert testimony 
from diverse and often unexpected sources — from 
paleoecologists and atmospheric physicists to 
oil refinery inspectors and subway maintenance 
supervisors. The inclusion of so much evidence 
means that The World Without Us is an extremely 
complex book. Yet, Weisman's skill as a writer en- 
ables him to weave these many strands together 
into a coherent and credible narrative. 

One of the book’s greatest strengths is its un- 
compromising commitment to forming the most 
plausible picture possible of a post-civilization 
world. Weisman avoids both excessive sentimen- 
tality and cynical defeatism, allowing the evidence 
to speak for itself. As a result, the predictions of 
The World Without Us are alternately reassuring 
and alarming, expected and mind-blowing. 


It's shocking to discover, for instance, how 
quickly our cities — the most humbling products 
of human industry — will crumble. Within 36 
hours, the pumps that remove 13 million gallons 
of water from New York City’s subways every day 
will shut down, and the entire subway system will 
flood. Within 20 years, the streets above subways 
will cave in, and new streams, rivers and marsh- 
es will form. Glass and steel skyscrapers — those 
marvels of modern engineering — will shatter and 
tumble within only a few centuries. The city's 
many bridges will collapse in less than 300 years, 
but until then, they will help coyotes, deer, black 
bears and wolves return to Manhattan Island. Af- 
ter 500 years, mature forests will once again domi- 
nate New York City. 

Ironically, it's not our monuments that will last 
indefinitely, but our waste. Weisman documents 
the massive quantities of plastic garbage that we 
have already produced. Most of this washes out to 
sea and is gathered together by ocean currents to 
form fields of debris that stretch for thousands of 
miles. Indeed, plastic is so indestructible that no 
one can be sure how long it will take to degrade. 
Unless some microbe evolves the ability to digest 
plastic, our disposable bottles and bags will persist 
in the environment until they are decimated by 
geological forces. Think about that: Our trash is 
so unnatural that nothing can destroy it but the 
very mechanisms that move continents and build 
mountains. Sadly, plastic, pesticides and nuclear 
waste will form our shameful legacy. 



The depressing truth revealed in The World 
Without Us is that much of the damage that hu- 
mans have done will never go away. Yes, buildings 
will fall, but many invasive species will remain 
and flourish. Japanese barberry, Oriental bitter- 
sweet and Chinese ailanthus will stand alongside 
native oak, maple and chestnut in New York City's 
regenerated hardwood forests. Wildlife is already 
returning to Chernobyl, but the animals who sur- 
vive the radiation will be significantly and unpre- 
dictably altered by it. With our disappearance, the 
planet’s ecology will find a new balance, but it will 
never again be what it once was. There is no going 
back to the paradise we so eagerly imagine. 

Although Weisman emphasizes this point, The 
World Without Us smartly avoids the fatalism 
and blanket misanthropy that could easily have 
crippled the book. Weisman never delights in 
the disappearance of humans, and he certainly 
does not advocate the extinction of our species. 
Why write a book about it, then? Because Homo 
sapiens has proven to be such a wildly unpredict- 
able variable in the planetary ecology that there 
is simply no way to visualize our complex legacy 
unless we are unceremoniously and immediately 
removed from the equation. Fundamentally, The 
World Without Us seems less interested in us dis- 
appearing and more concerned with all our stuff 
staying behind. 


In many ways, Weisman is really talking about 
a world without civilization. Plop an evenly dis- 
tributed and sustainable human population of 
hunter-gatherers onto the planet, and most of 
The World Without Us will probably still apply. I 
suspect that many of the book's predictions will 
remain accurate even in the presence of pastoral- 
ism or subsistence agriculture. Cities and dams 
will still collapse; most arable land will revert to 
wilderness; and existing plastic, greenhouse gases 
and nuclear waste will still poison the Earth. 

In fact, a close reading of The World Without Us 
reveals that Weisman's scenario depends most 
heavily on the disappearance of the experts re- 
quired to maintain civilization's infrastructure. In 
some cases, this will prove ideal. Human cities will 
quickly decay once people cease repairing them and 
protecting them from the elements. Plastic and oil 
manufacture will cease immediately, as will the re- 
lease of emissions from 600 million passenger cars. 

In other cases, however, it is actually the in- 
stantaneous disappearance of experts that leads 
to greater disaster. One of Weisman's most chill- 
ing revelations is that all of the world's 441 nu- 
clear plants will quickly undergo some kind of 
catastrophic meltdown without humans present 
to regulate them. Similarly, much of the world's 
petrochemical infrastructure will explode and 
burn. The rebirth of the Earth will be ushered in 
by a global holocaust of flames and fallout. 

Taking this into account, the sudden vanish- 
ing of humanity or civilization doesn't seem like 
the best idea. Of course, that doesn't mean our 
species and the industrial monstrosity we have 
built should remain intact just so we can ward 
off a planetary catastrophe by keeping nuclear 
plants and refineries active. There is, of course, a 
third option. If civilization voluntarily disbands 
in some kind of choreographed power-down 
scheme, there's a chance we can get out of this 
mess in one piece. That'd be ideal, but I don't see 
it happening. 

When the end of civilization comes someday — 
and it surely will — it's unlikely that everyone will 
disappear. Some humans will survive, although 
questions like "Where?" and "How many?" will 
depend heavily on people's capacity for self-suf- 
ficiency and the ability of their bioregion to sus- 
tain life. Institutionalized systems of power and 
privilege will play a decisive role. If abandoned oil 
refineries really do spontaneously combust, those 
who live nearby — in the US, predominantly poor 
folks and people of color — will suffer most. Then 
again, the radioactive fallout from 441 deceased 
nuclear plants will be far less discriminating. 

That's why I think we need to radically rethink 
our concept of rewilding. Flint-knapping and 
brain-tanning will certainly be useful skills after 
the collapse, but they shouldn't be all we learn to 
prepare for a post-civilization world. In addition 
to identifying native edible plants, we should be 
able to recognize invasive species so we can get 
rid of them. We should try to develop methods 
of safely decommissioning and dismantling infra- 
structure. Granted that's extremely ambitious, but 
if we survive the fall of civilization, we might as 
well help clean up the mess. I doubt that Weisman 
intended this, but I think The World Without Us 
will prove invaluable as we start to figure out what 
will collapse on its own, what will need a little 
push and what will require some serious cleanup. 

That's not to say that that the more imagina- 
tive and motivated readers of The World Without 
Us need to sit around, awaiting the collapse so the 
fun can begin. If Weisman makes a single point, 
it's that the infrastructure of industrial civilization 
is weaker than it seems. For those resisting the 
construction of new dams, factories, petrochemi- 
cal plants and other atrocities, this knowledge 
could prove very useful. 

Ultimately, The World Without Us is more than 
just a nifty thought experiment. At the very least, 
it's an argument against nuclear power and fos- 
sil fuels. More radically, it's a condemnation of 
civilization and a warning of what will happen if 
we don't start proactively dismantling the system. 
And finally, it's an indispensable guide to the joys, 
horrors and responsibilities we should expect after 
the collapse. 

For once, a book Josh didn't hate. Fancy that! 
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by Star 

"We have enslaved the rest of the animal cre- 
ation and have treated our distant cousins in fur 
and feathers so badly that, beyond doubt, if they 
were able to formulate a religion, they would de- 
pict the devil in human form.” 

— Anglican Priest Rev. William Inge 


From Dusk 'til Dawn 

An insider's view of the growth of the Ammo) Liberation Movement 



From Dusk, 'Til Dawn, by Keith Mann, Puppy 
Pincher Press, 2007. 

At 647 pages From Dusk, 'Til Dawn is quite an 
undertaking, but it's well worth the effort. There 
are few such authoritative histories of the move- 
ment. Focusing on the UK with great detail, Mann 
outlines the years of animal liberation since its 
genesis, while interspersing important events 
within the movement from elsewhere — including 
Europe, Asia and the Americas. 

Few individuals within the animal liberation 
movement are more inspiring, and thus, few peo- 
ple are more fitting to tell this story. Mann has 
been involved in the movement since the 1980s, 
consistently giving his all to ensure the well-be- 
ing of animals. He includes numerous personal 
anecdotes, which serve to teach, inspire and bring 
hope . Beyond his personal stories, Mann includes 
many firsthand accounts of animal liberations. 

We travel with Mann as he takes us through 
the humble beginnings of the movement, start- 
ing with hunt sabotage and the first liberation of 
battery chickens. From here, we see the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) blossom as more groups 
begin to follow these examples. We watch as other 
groups take the mantle and employ more diverse 
tactics, such as daytime raids, to gather informa- 
tion highlighting the horrors experienced by ani- 
mals in labs and on farms. As people were looking 
to further impact the industries making money 
off of the abuse of animals, activists' tactics be- 
came more daring. During the late '80s, groups 
began using arson. Considered too dangerous by 
some, the tactic proved to be very effective, and 
the fur industry was greatly hurt. Into the '90s 
and beyond, more and more groups were tak- 
ing action, and the animal liberation movement 
spread around the world. Tactics have continued 


to develop and change. One thing that Mann 
does well throughout the book is highlight and 
give respect to those people who paid the ulti- 
mate price, giving it all for the cause. 

In the nearly 30-year history of animal lib- 
eration, there are many stories to tell. For me, 
the one that stands above the others is the free- 
ing of baboons in France. Operation Greystoke 
was remarkable in the lengths to which every- 
one went to ensure the safety of the animals. 
Beyond creating a plan to free the animals, the 
liberators secured homes for the baboons. Most 
importantly, they found a sympathetic veteri- 
narian to do the intensive surgeries required to 
remove the vivisectors' implants. The baboons 
were transported a great distance to ensure their 
safety — at great personal risk to their liberators. 
Everything in the world was done to make sure 
they would be able to live peacefully. What is 
most remarkable about this story is the way the 
liberators gave everything they had and risked 
their freedom for the happiness of the baboons. 
It is certainly an example for us all to follow in 
our daily lives. 

Personally, I've never really enjoyed animal lib- 
eration literature because 1 become overwhelmed 
by the descriptions of the mechanisms of torture. I 
understand the plight of animals — which is why I 
became vegan and have stuck with it. Mann man- 
ages to mitigate the horror through his writing, 
mixing hope among the despair. This is the most 
inspiring book I’ve read in a very long time, if not 
the most inspiring book that I’ve ever read. No 
matter what your personal beliefs are, this book 
you can't help but be motivated and moved by it. 
It is a must read for anyone. 

Star is in awe of Keith Mann and can't wait to 
meet him. 



by Sasha Edge 

The Earth Liberation Front: 1997-2002, by Leslie 
fames Pickering, Arissa Media, 2007. 

While The Earth Liberation Front 1997-2002 is a 
wonderful resource for information regarding the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF), it reads more like a 
very long Wikipedia entry than a novel. Unlike 
previous books on the ELF, there are no personal 
anecdotes from those who have taken action to 
defend the Earth — which I found disappointing. 
Instead, this is a collection of various press pieces 
and interviews that were created while Pickering 
was in charge of the North American ELF Press 
Office. While it wasn't the most thrilling book to 
read, what it lacks in story, it more than makes up 
for with facts. 

The first section of the book is a collection of 
every communique that passed through the press 
office between 1997 and 2002 — when it was head- 
ed by Pickering. It was inspiring to read about 
various actions from the past and the authors' 
heartfelt reasonings behind them. At the same 
time, it was heartbreaking to read communiques 
from events that have recently landed so many 
freedom fighters behind bars. 

The second section — and the least exciting for 
anyone who knows about the ELF prior to reading 
the book — is the ELF Frequently Asked Questions, 
which seems as though they were taken directly 
from the ELF website. With questions like, "What 
is the ideology of the ELF?" and, "Is the ELF a ter- 
rorist organization?", the section can be a bit ru- 
dimentary for those previously privy to the ideas, 
motivations and tactics of the ELF. However, this 
section is great for those who may not know why 
someone would take the measures the ELF takes 
to protect the environment. The section could 


also be used to persuade those on the fence of 
supporting the ELF. Like the book in general, this 
section can become a bit redundant — many of the 
questions and answers in this section are found in 
other parts of the book. 

Also included in the book is a collection of 
three issues of Resistance — a zine put out by the 
press office, that contains articles, photos and le- 
gal events related to the ELF throughout the first 
five years. The most interesting parts of the zine 
are the writings of various defendants and FBI tar- 
gets, including Josh Harper. 

The other major section in the book is the 
"Subcommittee Hearing on Ecoterrorism," a 
collection of all the testimonies that took place 
inside the Congressional courtroom during the 
hearing in 2002. With testimonies from ELF tar- 
gets, the Forest Service and other law enforce- 
ment agencies, sociologists and professors, it is 
incredible to read some of the outlandish things 
they had to say about the ELF in court. At one 
point, Richard Berman, the Director of the Cen- 
ter for Consumer Freedom, blamed People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals for ELF ac- 
tions, and made efforts to connect the Animal 
Liberation Front and ELF actions to the events 
of September 11, 2001. Most of the testimony 
was laughable, while at the same time mind 
blowing — knowing that the people in charge of 
the court system fully believed what was being 
said to them. Questions directed to Craig Rose- 
braugh, who also headed the press office, dur- 
ing the hearing are also included in the section. 
However, there are only a few times where his 
responses are recorded. 

Although the book is not the most compelling 
to read, it is a great in-depth look at the way the 
ELF thinks and works, and what those involved 


did during the first years that the ELF was forming 
in the US. 

Sasha Edge sings Na-Nach-Nachma-Nachman 
Meuman while protecting sandhill cranes from mo- 
rons with guns. 
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Awakening From the 
Nightmare of Zoos 


BY E-MAG 

Thought to Exist in the Wild: Awakening From 
the Nightmare of Zoos, by Derrick Jensen, photos by 
Karen Tweedy-Holmes, No Voice Unheard, 2007. 

I've never been to a zoo. They first entered my 
consciousness last year, when I learned that my 
four-year-old daughter had been visiting a zoo 
with her grandma. I was immediately shocked and 
repulsed. The very thought of enslaving beautiful 
creatures and shipping them around the world 
to be put on display made me 
sick to my stomach. I didn't 
want my daughter exposed to 
that kind of violence and hor- 
ror at such an impressionable 
age. 1 voiced my opposition, 
but I soon realized that I lacked 
much of an understanding of 
how zoos worked and wasn't 
equipped to dispel pro-zoo 
propaganda. This was the book 
I needed to read. 

In Thought to Exist in the Wild, 

Derrick Jensen discusses the 
deeper message that zoos teach 
us as a society and contemplates 
why we choose to dominate 
those around us rather than 
build healthy relationships. To 
catch a glimpse of an animal 
in the wild is exciting, but you 
cannot command an animal to 
appear at your whim. To see an 
animal in a cage is not nearly 
as exciting. Jensen calls it a 
mere spectacle, relating it to 
television. What makes a real 
impression, subconsciously, is 
how it reinforces the power dy- 
namics of dominance and the 
idea that humans are superior 
to other animals. 

To put it into a larger perspec- 
tive, this power dynamic — which may be inherent 
in civilization — seems to be the cause of all our 
misery. We enjoy spectacles because we are empty, 
and they fill us with something for a moment. Af- 
ter the spectacle is over, we are empty again. They 
cannot give us any real meaning or anything of 
value. To truly fill the emptiness, we must build 
healthy relationships with the plants and animals 
around us and regain our sense of place and com- 
munity. Real community is larger than human 
society. 


Jensen quotes many zoo supporters and dispels 
the lie that zoos are good for the animals. Many 
people think that animals in zoos were "rescued" 
from something or were bred in captivity to save 
their species from extinction. In contrast to this, 
Jensen cites a horrifying account of the capture 
of elephants from the wild, which involved bru- 
tally slaughtering the whole herd as the adults 
were protecting the young with their bodies. Five 
young elephants were captured. Two died shortly 
after, and one was shipped to the Berlin Zoo. 


The traditional way to capture social creatures like 
elephants is by killing their mothers. Jensen quotes 
Elisabeth Hardouin-Fugier and Eric Baratay, authors 
of Zoo: A History of Zoological Gardens in the West 
"Deaths before embarkation cannot even be guessed 
at. For most monkeys and for some other animals, 
the destruction of mothers and, effectively, of their 
descendents must also be counted. James Fisher, an 
assistant manager of the London Zoo, estimated 
that one captured orangutan eliminates four in the 
wild, of whom three would be potential mothers. 


French zoologist Jean- Yves Domalain reckoned the 
number of animals killed for every one visible at a 
zoo to be 10." Putting endangered animals in zoos 
will not help the species, but destroy it. 

According to this book, there is a "stock turn- 
over" of one-fifth to one-quarter of zoo animals 
each year. Apparently there are long "surplus 
lists" of zoo animals who are older, less attractive 
or simply no longer part of a trendy species. As 
new animals are imported from the wild, zoos get 
rid of their "surplus." In the US alone, 80,000 ani- 
mals each year could be con- 
sidered surplus — more than 
200 per day. So what happens 
to them? As many as half are 
killed. Even endangered ani- 
mals, such as Siberian tigers, 
that are healthy and young 
are killed. 

Jensen writes, "Zoos usually 
decide what to do with 'sur- 
plus' animals based on 'what 
the market will bear.' Conse- 
quently, many thousands of... 
'surplus' animals per year are 
sold to circuses, animal mer- 
chants, auctions, individual 
pet owners, game farms, hunt- 
ing ranches and trophy collec- 
tors." One account of where 
these animals end up explains 
that they would be systemati- 
cally slaughtered and skinned, 
their heads and pelts sold as 
wall trophies. "Living evidence 
was provided by American al- 
ligators found with jaws taped 
and starving to assure unblem- 
ished hides for eventual sale," 
Jensen continues. "And still 
other 'surplus' animals — many 
thousands of them — are vivi- 
sected, both by scientists at 
zoos and elsewhere." 

Jensen’s writing is accompanied by three sections 
of photos of animals in zoos by photographer Kar- 
en Tweedy-Holmes entitled, "Contained," "Con- 
fined" and "Imprisoned." The book ends with a 
photo of two African elephants in the wild. 

"A zoo is a nightmare taking shape in concrete 
and steel, iron and glass, moats and electrified 
fences. It is a nightmare that, for its victims, has 
no end save death...." 

E-Mag is a wild Viking from Pakistan who rides a 
giraffe and beat-boxes with baboons. 


Thought to Exist 


Awakening From the Nightmare of Zoo 
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by Sadie and Exile 

Now that we have been sentenced, 
we have the opportunity to ease our 
reticence concerning our situation 
and would like to candidly address 
a few points. 

First, we would like to offer our sin- 
cere and heartfelt gratitude to every- 
one who has offered us support and 
solidarity since we were kidnapped by 
the state and held as prisoners for these 
past 16 months. We would extend a 
most honest thanks to each and every 
individual who has offered material 
support through monetary, postal or 
other means, and also to those who, 
through their voices or in their hearts, 
have stood in alignment with us and 
in opposition to cooperating with the 
state. Your flame bums bright. 

It has been extremely heartening 
to know that there are those who 


stand with us when it seems that 
so many people whose strength we 
once considered unassailable have 
had their roots dislodged and their 
honor torn asunder. Those who hear 
the call of direct action should not 
fear the prospect of imprisonment if 
their supporters, like ours, continue 
to act in a responsible and dignified 
manner as they support those of us 
who have attracted the wrath of the 
state. Again, a great thanks to all 
who have assisted us and continue 
to do so. 

That said, it has come to our atten- 
tion that, perhaps through naivete 
and perhaps through the deliberate 
spreading of misinformation, there 
has been some confusion over who 
among the indictees is worthy of pris- 
oner support, meaning to us anyone 
who has not made statements impli- 
cating others — as the purpose of such 


statements is the further prosecution 
and imprisonment of others. Let us 
make this clear: With the exception 
of Briana Waters, Daniel McGowan, 
Jonathan Paul, the late Bill Rodgers 
and obviously the authors of this 
piece — the so-called Joyanna Zacher 
and Nathan Block — all those among 
the indictees who have been appre- 
hended have dishonored themselves, 
their families and the very lineage of 
struggle of which they were once an 
integral part by becoming vicious 
traitors and tools of the state. To 
actively support apprehended in- 
dictees not named above is to sup- 
port not only our incarceration but 
to wish that same fate upon many 
others currently living as fugitives 
or being sought similarly. If there 
are those among you who feel the 
need to make excuses for those re- 
sponsible for our imprisonment, we 


ask you to refrain from offering two- 
faced "support" to us, as it is com- 
pletely antithetical to the reasons for 
our captivity. 

Those who have signed their cow- 
ardly allegiance to the state and, 
through the state, to those powers 
that seek to prostitute and obliterate 
the natural world — as well as strip- 
mine our souls, clearcut our minds 
and pollute our very being — are not 
only directly responsible for our im- 
prisonment, having given the state 
our physical descriptions, names, legal 
names and statements on our involve- 
ment in direct action (both witnessed 
and conjectured). Some of them hold 
responsibility — and the others deep 
dishonor — for the death of a dear 
friend and one of the most gentle and 
pure-hearted beings ever to be found: 
Avalon (bom Bill Rodgers). 


continued on next page 
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OR 


SYMBOLIC STRUGGLE 

Meaningful Change? 


by Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

Over the years, these dispatches have become 
like a journal for me. They have chronicled my life 
behind bars — becoming a sanctuary, an outlet or, 
sometimes, just a place for me to put my hope. 

When I was arrested in 2000, 1 was resigned to 
doing time. In fact, the moment I decided to act, I 
knew there was a good chance that I would some- 
day end up with a long prison sentence. Being a 
warrior means accepting the consequences of your 
actions long before you act. 

Yet, throughout the first year of legal battles, I 
had hoped that I might actually get out within 
just a few years. That hope was shattered on the 
day I was convicted. 1 accepted that I had two 
decades to spend in a maximum-security prison. 
That has been hard. It has ruined relationships 
with friends and family. I have lost loved ones. 1 
said more goodbyes during my first three years in 
prison than in all my other years on Earth. 

Still, I remained determined to walk my path 
as a warrior and not as a prisoner. 1 have never 
bowed my head or ceased contributing to this 
struggle that I gave my freedom for. 

There have been times when 
l have felt contempt and anger 
at our movement for its lack of 
action and achievement. There 
have been times I was inspired 
and moved beyond imagina- 
tion. However I was feeling, I 
remained committed to this 
struggle, this movement and 
our allies. That commitment 
has been met in kind by an 
unwavering international cam- 
paign of support. For that, I will 
always be grateful. 

On June 13, the Oregon 
Court of Appeals rewrote its 
decision in my appeal to more 
accurately reflect the case. The 
stage is now set for my resen- 
tencing later this year. While 
it remains uncertain what my 
new sentence will be, for the 
first time in seven years, 1 feel 
as if I'm living with one foot 
out of the door. 1 no longer 
look to some far off day in 
2021 as my release date. I am 
almost home. 

I have given my entire adult 
life to activism. I've never really 
known anything else. I dropped 
out of college to devote more 
than 40 hours a week to work- 
ing for the Sierra Club. I left the Sierra Club to get 
involved in grassroots activism. I found myself 
moving to Eugene, Oregon, following a path 1 be- 
lieved would lead me to my destiny. I became in- 
volved in civil disobedience and militant activism, 
ultimately living in a tree to protect an ancient for- 
est. It was in that tree that I decided to dedicate my 
life to revolution. I've never looked back, and I've 
never wavered in my determination to fight back. 

Until now, that is. I have lived a truly amazing 
life, made many amazing friends and worked with 
some of the greatest and most inspiring people in 
this country. I have no regrets about the choices I 
have made. None. 


The time has come for me to direct my energy 
toward my own life. I have no idea what I’m go- 
ing to do when I get out. In many ways, regain- 
ing my freedom is scarier than doing time. I've 
only known two lives: resistance and prison. At 
this time, I do not know what role I will continue 
to play in this movement. I am aware of how im- 
portant and far-reaching my voice has become. I 
hope to be able to find a balance between living a 
joy-filled life and continuing to be a vocal advo- 
cate for change. But I'm tired of constant struggle. 
I don't want to fight anymore. 

There was a time when I was prepared to give 
my life for this struggle, demanding official rec- 
ognition of my status as a political prisoner. After 
numerous conversations with my support collec- 
tive and careful consideration, I began to lay the 
foundation for a hunger strike. 

A few months later, the mass arrests of Opera- 
tion Backfire began. One traitor nearly brought 
down an entire movement without any repercus- 
sions or response. If that kind of cowardly act can- 
not induce a reaction, than what purpose or good 
could be served by my own personal sacrifice? I 
abandoned the idea of a hunger strike. 


In fact, since witnessing more than half of the 
Backfire defendants cooperate with the state, I 
have been reevaluating my commitment to this 
radical movement. Despite the rhetoric spewed by 
our many publications and the bold statements of 
activists themselves, I realize now that the struggle 
to protect our planet, its ecosystems and species, 
and ultimately ourselves from capitalism, climate 
change and environmental collapse is largely one 
of privilege and symbolism. 

I make this statement not as a condemnation 
but a fact. We have failed as a radical move- 
ment. There is no shame in admitting it, only 
in denying it. 


What is worse, however, is that we have failed 
as a society. We have failed ourselves as well as 
future generations. We are now locked into a 
climate shift that will result in the extinction of 
nearly one-third of all species. That figure, along 
with other dire consequences, will grow exponen- 
tially more disastrous the longer it takes us to act. 

Our future frightens me. I believe that immediate 
and radical change is our best hope. Yet, I have no 
faith that those actions will be taken. Instead, I must 
now place my hope in reform, because it seems that 
is the only realistic option. 

For the last seven years, I have stood on principle 
and refused to back down from my militant stance. 
And even though this movement abandoned mili- 
tancy years ago, the truth of the matter is that we 
are right, whether we’ll fight for it or not. 

But that's just it. We won't fight for it, and I 
don't want to stand alone on principle anymore. 
1 don't want to continue to face the consequences 
of those actions. We tried to correct the wrongs 
of the generations before us. We strived to create 
new directions. 

It's too late to stop climate change or its world- 
wide impacts. But it's not too late to begin mitigat- 
ing those impacts and creating 
solutions. 1 want to go back to 
school. I want to learn how to 
restore damaged ecosystems. 
I want to learn how to make 
our communities sustainable 
and learn how to survive and 
cope with the environmental 
changes to come. 

I would love to share these 
skills with our children and their 
children, and apologize to them 
for our inability to see what was 
happening and our failure to 
take action to correct it. 

This struggle is part of me. 
Yet, more and more, I see rpy 
role not as one of fighting or 
even inspiring others to fight. 
Rather, 1 see my path as one of 
| healing — not only healing my- 
§• self but my relationships with 
^ family and loved ones — and 
C searching to find constructive 
| ways to help heal some of the 
? wounds of our planet. 

| I am sure that as climate 
| change worsens and begins 
j to have discernable socioeco- 
^ nomic impacts, we will again 
see an upsurge in radical ac- 
tivism and resistance. When 
that time comes, I will stand in 
solidarity and in full support of those warriors 
because I will understand the deep love within 
their hearts that compels them to act. 

One day, our chance to create real and meaningful 
change will come. The question is: Will we recognize 
that opportunity, or will we continue to be stuck in 
a cycle of symbolic struggle every few decades? 

The answer to that question rests with you and 
the choices you make. 

Jeffrey "Free" Luers was sentenced in June 2001 to 
22 years and eight months for arson at a car dealer- 
ship and attempted arson of an oil truck. In February, 
the court of appeals reversed this sentence. Luers is 
awaiting resentencing. For his address, see page 28. 



continued from previous page 
Most importantly, those who 
now work in collaboration (un- 
der the innocuous term "coopera- 
tion") with the same powers that 
they once opposed have, in their 
wicked apostasy, desecrated the sa- 
cred covenant that exists between 
nature and those who align them- 
selves with the very element of fire 
and the very essence of destruction 
in the defense of the wild. 
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Perhaps these vile turncoats de- 
serve compassion, in the same way 
that all creatures deserve compas- 
sion, and indeed they once deserved 
acclaim for their physical deeds. But 
now they deserve neither praise nor 
forgiveness, for in the hour when the 
struggle returned for them, when the 
predator had once again become the 
prey, they failed in spirit and resolve, 
cowardly breaking long-held oaths 
and begging for mercy from their 


captors, hoping to gain leniency by 
offering their former friends, trusted 
colleagues and any dignity they once 
held as a sacrifice to the altar of a 
perverted "justice." 

Let the spirits of imprisonment, 
treason and weak delusion haunt the 
atrophied vision of those who would 
turn their backs on the flame of green 
fire that bums in all our beings, and let 
those of us who heed the calls so of- 
ten ignored stand upright, with clear 


vision, whether illuminated by the 
great sun or by a more obscure light 
that rides with all creatures of the hid- 
den hours: the clawed, the winged, 
the hoofed, and also with those be- 
ings referred as "the ancestors," "the 
fair folk" or, indeed, the "elves." 

Air Trees Water Animals 

Sadie (bom Joyanna Zacher) and Ex- 
ile (bom Nathan Block) are serving 7.7 
for a series of Earth Liberation Front ac- 
tions. For their addresses, see page 28. 




An Inside Look at 

Women's Prisons 


by Lauren Gazzola 

As the past two issues of the Journal 
have demonstrated, prison experi- 
ences can vary widely (see EF!J May- 
June 2007 and July-August 2007). 
Here's a perspective from a women’s 
prison. What follows applies only to 
federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) facil- 
ities; state facilities vary widely. 

Classifications/Designations 

There are two main differences be- 
tween men's and women's prisons. 

First is the way in which prison- 
ers are classified. As Peter Young 
explained, male prisoners are cat- 
egorized into one of four security 


classifications — camp, low, medium 
and maximum-security US Peni- 
tentiaries (USPs) — with sentence 
length, criminal history and sever- 
ity of crime being the primary deter- 
mining factors. 

Female inmates, however, fall into 
one of only two categories: camps 
and Federal Correctional Institutions 
(FCIs). Camps have no fences, never 
lock the inmates inside the buildings 
(you can be outside at 3 a.m.) and 
allow inmates to move freely around 
the compound whenever they wish. 

Most female activists, however, will 
be designated to an FC1. FCIs house 
every length of sentence, from 30 
days to life, and the crimes of those 
incarcerated run the gamut — from a 
60-year-old serving four months on a 
misdemeanor offense for crossing the 
fence at a School of the Americas pro- 
test to lifers in here for murder. Most 
inmates, however, are serving between 
five and 10 years for drug crimes. 

Housing at FCIs varies. Unlike 
men's facilities — where low secu- 
rity institutions house inmates in 
cubicles, and mediums and above 
house inmates in cells — the hous- 
ing at women's prisons varies. Some 
facilities have cubicles; others have 
normal cells. Here at FCI Danbury, 
we have both. Additionally, at all 
women's prisons, inmates seal their 
own outgoing mail. 

Social Interactions 

The second major difference be- 
tween men's and women's prison is 
that social interactions among female 
inmates are not divided along race 
lines. From all I've heard about men's 
facilities, male inmates segregate 
themselves into social groups by race; 
racial politics are among the primary 
controls of social interactions. 


By contrast, female inmates social- 
ize and befriend inmates of all races 
and ethnicities, and race does not 
present itself as an overt political is- 
sue. That's not to say that racism does 
not exist but to imply that it does not 
result in major social divisions among 
race lines. Instead, the primary social 
division, if any, within women’s fa- 
cilities is the language barrier. Span- 
ish-speaking (including bilingual) 
inmates tend to socialize with one 
another, though not exclusively and 
certainly not with the effect of any 
animosity between them and inmates 
who only speak English. 

There are fights in women's prison, 
but they are short-lived and often 


not terribly violent. The participants 
are taken to the hole, and everyone 
goes on their way. 

Day-to-Day Living 

The most unexpected thing about 
prison life, for me, was how much 
freedom of movement there is. Most 
activists who have been arrested are 
familiar with county jails, where you 
spend your days in a unit with a day 
room and cells, are permitted an hour 
of recreation outside and are escort- 
ed everywhere you go. Prison, on the 
other hand, has a somewhat campus 
or school-building feel, where you 
can plan your own day, spend your 
free time where you please and walk 
alone everywhere you go. 

The primary restriction on when 
and where you go in prison is a sys- 
tem of controlled movement. At FCIs, 
inmates are only permitted to move 
from one place on the compound to 
another during a 10-minute period 
every hour. Ten-minute moves begin 
at 7:30 a.m. and occur every hour 
until 3:30 p.m. All inmates in the 
federal BOP system, nationwide, are 
"recalled" to their units at 3:30 p.m. 
to be counted at 4 p.m. After 4 p.m., 
inmates have free movement, with- 
out 10-minute moves, until they are 
recalled for the night. The exception 
to this among female institutions is 
the new FCI at Hazelton, West Vir- 
ginia. There, 10-minute moves occur 
in the evening as well as daytime. 

At all institutions other than 
camps, male and female, inmates 
are recalled to their units at a cer- 
tain time for the night. The time 
varies slightly among institutions; 
here, it is 9:30 p.m. There is an eve- 
ning count (10 p.m. here), as well as 
counts throughout the night while 
inmates sleep. 


Restitution 

Most activists will find they owe 
restitution to the "victims" of their 
heinous crimes. The BOP will collect 
this according to a BOP Financial Re- 
sponsibility Program (FRP) Statement. 
Unless a court has ordered a schedule 
for your restitution payments, you are 
not legally bound to make any while 
you are incarcerated. However, the 
prison can rescind some of your privi- 
leges due to non-compliance. Namely, 
if you refuse to make payments, you 
will be housed in the lowest-quality 
housing (here, this is a room without 
a desk or any shelving that houses 
up to 10 inmates); your commissary 
purchases will be restricted, permit- 
ting you to spend no more than S25 
monthly and only on hygiene prod- 
ucts; and your pay from work will be 
limited to "maintenance pay," which 
is $5.25 a month. Most activists will 
want to avoid being placed on FRP 
refusal, as they'll most likely need to 
purchase food off of commissary to 
supplement vegan diets. 

The minimum FRP payment that 
an inmate must make in order to 
stay out of refusal is $25 per quar- 
ter. The next payment option is $25 
per month. My case manager claims 
there is no intermediate option. The 
prison will determine your payments 
based on how much money comes 
through your account, according to 
a six-month average. This includes 
funds sent to you from outside, as 
well as your income from work. The 
FRP formula permits the prison to 
collect any funds in excess of $75 
per month for FRP payments. They 
cannot take your money unless you 
sign a contract permitting them to 
do so. However, if you refuse to sign 
the contract, you will be placed on 
refusal status. (The other way to end 
up in refusal is not to have the funds 
in your account on the day the pay- 
ment is deducted, usually the 10th 
of the month.) 


at this time, your case manager will 
base your payments on an assump- 
tion that you will continue to receive 
approximately this amount month- 
ly. (The permissibility of calculating 
a prospective six-month average by 
multiplying rather than dividing when 
data for only one month is available 
is questionable in my opinion, but 
it would require a formal challenge 
by way of the BOP grievance process 
in order to stop prison officials from 
doing it.) I made the mistake of hav- 
ing nearly $6(X) in my account when 
I first arrived in November. Though 
I didn't have any money come in for 
several months after that, and even 
then it wasn’t more than 550 to 575 
a month, my payments were stuck 
at $25 a month until June, when my 
November monies dropped out of 
my six-month average. 

Food 

Currently, the food among BOP 
facilities varies by institution and so 
do the vegan options. However, in 
January 2008, the BOP will institute a 
nationwide meal plan, wherein every 
facility will serve the same meal on 
the same day at the same time. This is 
bound to improve the state of vegan 
options at some facilities and worsen 
it at others, depending on their cur- 
rent state. There are rumors that the 
new menu will include tofu. Some, 
though not all, facilities currently 
have salad bars. When the menu is 
implemented, salad bars will be op- 
tional to the institution and based 
upon the budget. Commissary items 
vary from institution to institution. 

Team 

Every six months, you will be re- 
quired to attend "team." Here, you 
will meet with your case manager, 
counselor and unit manager. They 
will assess and adjust your FRP pay- 
ments, arrange your travel and half- 
way house plans when you near 




Though technically any funds 
above a $450-per-six-month average 
can be considered for FRP payments, 
since there is no intermediate rate 
between $25 per quarter and $25 per 
month, my math tells me that if your 
six-month average is $594 or less, up- 
ping your payment to $25 per month 
will leave you with no more than $74 
per month, which is not permitted. 

The best advice for keeping your 
FRP payments low, beyond being 
thrifty, is not to have more than 
$200 to $300 when you come in. 
Within about a month of arriving, 
your FRP payments will be set. If you 
have a lot of money in your account 


release, encourage you to take classes 
(exercise, educational, etc.) and dis- 
cuss your classification points. 

Your security-level designation 
(camps or FCIs for women) is deter- 
mined by point levels attached to 
various aspects of your case: criminal 
history, nature of offense, etc. You can 
reduce these points by taking classes 
and avoiding disciplinary actions, 
and ultimately move from an FCI 
to a camp (for women) or to lower- 
security institutions (for men). 

Lauren Gazzola is serving 4.3 years 
for conspiracy charges stemming from 
her work with Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty. For her address, see page 28. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners 
and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary 
according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books 
or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, 
it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although many 
prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. The KF! Journal offers 
discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

• Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3|Z, UK. Serving 16 
months for using abusive words and 
behavior toward a fox hunter, and 
awaiting trial for alleged conspiracy to 
blackmail people linked to Hunting- 
don Life Sciences (MLS). Avery's prison 
number has changed. 

•Grant Barnes, #1533241 22D438, 
Denver County Jail, POB 1108, Den- 
ver, CO 80201, USA. In July, Barnes 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 12 
years for the apparent Earth Liberation 
Front (F.l.F) arson of SUVs. He has been 
moved to the above address but will be 
transferred again soon. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, 
FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, 
CA 93436, USA. Serving 7.7 years for 
a series of ELF actions. He has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Wayne Bunch, who was serving one 
year for sending threatening letters to 
a supplier of guinea pigs for vivisec- 
tion, has been released on electronic 
monitoring. 

•Darius Fullmer, #26397-050, FCI 
Fort Dix, POB 2000, Fort Dix, NJ 08640, 
USA. Scheduled for release on Septem- 
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conspiracy charge stemming from his 
work with Stop Huntington Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC). For more information, 
visit www.shac7.com. 

•Joseph Harris, who was serving two 
years for damaging the property of 
people associated with HLS, has been 
released on electronic monitoring. 

•Betty Krawczyk, Alouette Correc- 
tional Centre for Women, POB 1000, 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X 3K4, Canada. In 
March, Krawczyk was sentenced to 10 
months for contempt of court for pro- 
testing logging and Olympic develop- 
ment on First Nations territory. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, 
MDC Brooklyn, POB 329002, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11232, USA. Serving seven 
years for a series of ELF actions. He 
has been moved to the above address 
but will be transferred again soon. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportdaniel.org. 

•Jonathan Paul was sentenced in Au- 
gust to 4.25 years for the ELF/Animal 
Liberation Front arson of a horsemeat 
plant. His address was not available at 
press time. 

•Teresa Portwine, who was serving 
15 months for demonstrating outside 
the offices of companies linked to 
HLS, has been released on electronic 
monitoring. 

•Suzanne Taylor, TM7154, HMP Fos- 
ton Hall, Foston, Derby, Derbyshire, 
DE65 SDN, UK. Serving 2.5 years for 
demonstrating outside the offices of 
companies linked to HLS. She has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360- 
086, FCI Dublin, 5701 8th St, Camp 
Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serving 
7.7 years for a series of ELF actions. She 
has been moved to the above address. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynes- 
burg, PA 15370, USA. Awaiting the 
results of his May appeals hearing. 
Abu-Jamal, a politically active jour- 
nalist, was framed for the murder of 
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a cop in 1981. For more information, 
visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Vancou- 
ver Island Regional Correction Cen- 
ter, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, BC, 
V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing extradi- 
tion to the US to stand trial for alleged 
involvement in the arsons of logging 
trucks and vehicles owned by a sand 
and gravel company. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, 
S022 5I)F, UK. Awaiting trial for al- 
leged conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano 
Hernandez and Oscar Santa Maria 
Caro, CF.RESO, Miahuatlan de Por- 
firio Diaz, Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Awaiting trial on unknown 
charges stemming from the popular 
resistance in Oaxaca. Santa Maria is a 
known member of Resistance Against 
Animal Torture. 

•Rod Coronado's trial for allegedly 
telling people how to construct an in- 
cendiary device during a speech at an 
animal rights gathering is scheduled 
for September 10. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportrod.org. 

-Jeffrey "Free" Lucrs, H 13797071, OSP, 

2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing for an arson at a 
car dealership and an attempted arson 
of an oil truck. For more information, 
visit www.freefreenow.org. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4F.231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 I 
St, Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. Mc- 
David's trial for alleged conspiracy to 
destroy the US Forest Service's Institute 
of Forest Genetics, a dam, cell-phone 
towers and power plants is scheduled 
for September 10. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to black- 
mail people linked to HLS. 

•Briana Waters' trial for alleged in- 
volvement in an ELF arson is scheduled 
for February 4. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 
12 years for conspiracy to blackmail a 
supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Vic- 
torville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelan- 
to, CA 92301, USA. Serving four years 
for conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP 
Whitemoor, Longhill Rd, March, Cam- 
bridgeshire, PR15 OPR, UK. Serving 
an "indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years — with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against targets 
linked with the vivisection industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.3 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Kent, 


ME1 3LU, UK. Serving 5.5 years for 
conspiracy to damage vehicles owned 
by people linked to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffordshire, 
ST21 6LQ, UK. Serving four years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, FCI 
Butner Medium II, POB 1500, Butner, 
NC 27509, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.andystepanian.com. 

•Mark Taylor, TT6636, HMP YOI On- 
ley, Willoughby, Rugby, Warwickshire, 
CV23 SAP, UK. Serving four years for 
demonstrating outside the offices of 
companies linked to HLS. 


a variety of direct actions. In May, Alessio 
Perondi and William Frediani were found 
guilty oftenorist conspiracy and participat- 
ing in direct action. They are under house 
arrest pending their appeal. Ragusa and 
five others who are free on bail are awaiting 
trial for allegedly using explosives to dam- 
age an electricity pylon. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more than 
two years for firebombing a corporate 
office and organizing an anti-genetic- 
engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 
•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Beaumont, POB 
26030, Beaumont, Texas, North Amer- 
ica. Serving 80 years for aggravated as- 
sault of federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck funneled money 
that he stole from banks to the Zapatista 
National Liberation Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
l.ewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, is serving life 
in prison after being framed for the 
deaths of two FBI agents killed during 
the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more 
information, visit www. 
freepeltier.org. 


WVR 

Ecodefense 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 18 years for using explosives 
to target nuclear facility power lines 
and for the alleged murder of a Swiss 
border guard. Camenisch reads French, 
German, Spanish and Italian fluently, 
as well as some English. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Iru- 
nez, Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serv- 
ing nearly five years for sabotaging 
machinery at the Itoiz dam construc- 
tion site. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 
27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. 
Serving nearly nine years for violating 
her parole by dumping a cup of red 
paint over the security apparatus of 
a federal court and making warnings 
("threats") of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. In 2004, Woodson completed 20 
years for disarming a Minuteman II 
missile silo with a jackhammer, mail- 
ing warning letters with bullets inside 
to officials, and robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed for 


MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of 
an eco-revolutionary group, 
were framed for the murder 
of a cop and sentenced to 
AO years to 100 years each. 
For more information, visit 
www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, 
#006307, Janet Hollo- 
way Africa, #006308, 
andjanine Phillips Africa, 
#006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, 
PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, 
#AM4973, and Charles 
Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, 
Graterford, PA 1 9426- 
0246, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Af- 
rica, #AM4974, SCI Ma- 
hanoy, 301 Morea Rd, 
Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612-0286, USA. 

Political Prisoners 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
FCI Yazoo City Medium, POB 5888, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194, USA. Serving 
five years for conspiracy to destroy fed- 
eral property during a May 2003 cel- 
ebration of the end of the US military 
occupation of Vieques. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1 101 E Hwy 54, 
Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Be- 
fore receiving a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in 
self-defense, Thompson was active 
in animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
340084, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA; 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 

• North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www. 
ecoprisoners.org. 




announcements 


1-69 Resistance Strategy Consulta 
September 14-16 • Indiana 

In 2008, the Indiana Department 
of Transportation (INDOT) is plan- 
ning to begin construction of new 
terrain on 1-69. Despite INDOT's 
rhetoric — that it's a "done deal" and 
cannot be stopped — Roadblock EF! 
(RBEF!) feels that the time is ripe to 
stop this road for good. After two de- 
cades of struggle, people across the 
region are angrier than ever, espe- 
cially when confronted with the re- 
ality of mass evictions by the state. 
A victory, though, will demand new 
perspectives, better tactics and a 
much wider discussion. 

To this end, RBEF! is beginning a 
consulta process, by which it means 
to create a space for discussion, 
strategizing and the initiation of de- 
centralized organizing. Organizers 
would like to learn from others' ex- 
periences and ideas, and give people 
a taste of the land and communities 
that will be destroyed in the coming 
years if we cannot stop this road. 

RBEF! is excited to hear your ques- 
tions — about strategies, local condi- 
tions and the road project itself — and 
to open up the answers to as many 
people as possible. RBEF! wants to 
hear some of your ideas and to see 
the emergence of an informal net- 
work of individuals communicating 
around southwest Indiana, the Mid- 
west and beyond with a shared de- 
sire to bring 1-69 to a halt. 

RBEF! will announce a location 
and proposed agenda in the upcom- 
ing weeks. The consulta will include 
time to run through the basic issues 
around 1-69 and provide updates, 
but will place an emphasis on fo- 
cused discussions, workshops and 
field trips. Please contact RBEF! if 
you'd like to contribute proposals for 
the agenda and remember to RSVP 
if you're interested in coming. We 
hope to see you soon. 

For more information, con- 
tact Roadblock Earth First!, 
roadblockef@yahoo.corn. 

Ulorld Carfree Day 
September 22 • Worldwide 

Every September 22, people 
around the world get together in the 
streets, at intersections and on their 
neighborhood blocks to remind the 


world that we don't have to accept 
our car-dominated society. 

2007 will be no different. 

However, we do not want simply 
one day of celebration followed by a 
return to "normal" life. When people 
get out of their cars, they should stay 
out of their cars. It is up to us to help 
create permanent change to benefit 
pedestrians, cyclists and others who 
do not drive cars. 

Let World Carfree Day be a show- 
case for just how our lives might 
look, feel and sound without cars... 
365 days a year. 

As the climate heats up, World 
Carfree Day is the perfect time to 
take the heat off the planet and put 
it on ourselves, city planners and 
politicians to give priority to cycling, 
walking and public transport instead 
of to the automobile. 

The World Carfree Network and Car- 
busters magazine are also cosponsor- 
ing a competition to design a carfree 
street, parking space or intersection. 
For more information on the contest 
and the concept of street conversions, 
visit www.worldcarfree.net/contest. 

IDexico Solidarity network 
Speaking Tours 

October- nouember • Across the US 

The Mexico Solidarity Network's 
annual speaking tours will cover 
immigrant rights, Zapatista solidar- 
ity and more. For specific dates, lo- 
cations and descriptions of the Fall 
tour, contact (773) 583-7728; (202) 
747-9634; msn@mexicosolidarity. 
org; www. mexicosolidarity.org/ site/ 
speakingtours. 

Reep Space for Peace Uleek 
October 4-13 • Worldwide 

Satellites, giant radomes and ra- 
dar installations are watching for 
military targets everywhere. There 
are cruise missiles, weapons in space 
and a global strike capability from 
US bases around the globe. Is this the 
world we want? 

In Britain, US National Missile De- 
fense bases (NMD) operate without 
any parliamentary accountability, 
disregarding the security of the Brit- 
ish public. 

NMDs put Europe in the frontlines 
and make the entire world unwilling 
participants in a new Cold War. 


We say no to new NMD bases in Po- 
land and the Czech Republic, and no 
to space militarization everywhere! 
Take part in this international week 
of protest to stop the militarization 
of space! 

For more information, contact 
(207) 443-9502; www.space4peace. 
org; www.reachingcriticalwill.org. 

imp and Ulorld Bank Protest 
October 19-21 • Washington, DC 

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank, controlled by 
the Group of Eight (G8) countries in 
corrupt complacency with national 
elites all over the world, claim to lead 
the fight against poverty. However, 
their role as global loan sharks, their 
cruel imposition of privatization and 
free-trade policies, their cuts to so- 
cial services, their funding of envi- 
ronmentally disastrous projects, and 
their secretive and undemocratic de- 
cision-making processes make them 
the enemies of people worldwide. 

Today, these two institutions are 
on the defensive. Venezuela, Bo- 
livia and Ecuador are in open revolt 
against the IMF and World Bank. 
South African shantytown residents 
are fighting water privatization; Ko- 
rean workers are striking against "free 
trade" agreements; and thousands of 
people blockaded the G8 meeting in 
Germany earlier this year. 

In the US, in the heart of em- 
pire, millions are struggling against 
the oppressive system of capitalism 
while fighting for dignity, autonomy 
and solidarity. Tens of thousands 
gathered for the first ever US So- 
cial Forum; millions of people have 
marched for immigrant rights; and 
in Washington, DC, residents are or- 
ganizing against the policies of gen- 
trification and displacement. 

This year, social movements from 
all over the world gathered at the 
World Social Forum in Nairobi, Ke- 
nya, to devise the next stage in the 
assault against the World Bank and 
IMF. In solidarity with our allies in 
the Global South and recognizing the 
toll that corporate capitalism takes on 
our own lives, Washington, DC-based 
activists are calling for actions at the 
IMF and World Bank headquarters in 
Washington, DC, during the upcom- 
ing annual meetings in October. 


We Can Do It! 



It's time to strike another blow 
against global capitalism. 

For more information, visit www. 
octoberrebellion.org. 

no Borders Camp 

nouember 5-11 • Calexico/lllexicali 

As long as the US-Mexico border 
has existed, people having been 
struggling against it. The border it- 
self is a colonial war monument, and 
it continues to be the site of a not- 
so-low intensity war. It is a bound- 
ary marking an internal space of 
fear, control and domination over 
people, while simultaneously allow- 
ing for the unrestricted movement 
of capital and wealth. This border 
regime — like the border regimes in 
Mexico, Israel, Spain and more — is a 
system of apartheid. 

For years around the world, peo- 
ple have been tearing down fences, 
freeing detainees and fighting for 
autonomy. A global movement 
against borders and migration con- 
trols is rising. One of many tactics 
in this movement is the No Borders 
Camp — a space for direct action and 
community building. Join us for a 
transnational No Borders Camp on 
the Mexico-US border. Celebrate 
global days of action for freedom of 
movement on the 18th anniversary 
of the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

For more information, please visit 
www.noborderscamp.org. 




by Earth First! UK 

I don't know how it came about, but for a long 
time, the Miffy Rabbit character has been associ- 
ated with the Earth First! movement and radical 
ecological direct action. But do the creators and 
copyright owners of the character know or ap- 
prove of Miffy's political activities? 

Dick Bruna created Miffy as a picture book 
character in 1955, after telling his one-year-old 
son, Sierk, stories about a rabbit they had seen on 
holiday. Miffy is now featured in about 30 books, 
which have been translated into 40 different lan- 
guages, selling more than 80 million copies all 
over the world. 

Drawn in a very minimalist style, Miffy re- 
quires only a few lines drawn in two dimensions 
and one or two primary colors to be recogniz- 
able. Perhaps this, and her air of innocence about 


mischief, explains why she became involved in 
ecological direct action. 

It's unclear exactly when it began, but you can 
trace her political activities — in the UK, at least — 
back to the early '90s anti-roads movement. Seen 
coyly holding a spanner behind her back, one 
could only imagine the trail of monkeywrenching 
she left behind in her efforts to defend the fields, 
woodland and hedgerows she loved. 

By the late '90s, with the roads-building program 
in retreat, Miffy joined the growing anti-genetic 
engineering movement, taking up a spade to join 
the resistance. More recently, Miffy joined her fel- 
low protesters for a game of golf in Scotland, dur- 
ing the 2005 Group of Eight summit. Perhaps she 
also took part in the blockades in Heiligendamm, 
Germany, this year (see page 16). 

At over 50 years old, you'd think that Miffy 
would be her own person, free to express her po- 
litical beliefs as she sees fit — but sadly, this ap- 
pears not to be the case. The copyright owner of 
Dick Bruna's character constantly hunts down un- 
licensed users of her image in order to defend its 
profitable merchandising business. 

While Miffy was created for a children’s book, 
the design has been capitalized on to sell numerous 


other products such as clothes, stationery, toys, 
glasses and household items. A search for Miffy 
products on Google produces more than 100,000 
pages, and no doubt many of the products sold 
are unlicensed copies made in sweatshops. 

Yet Mercis, the Dutch company that owns the 
copyright, is not content to simply take action 
on those producing "fake" merchandise. Not sur- 
prisingly, it appears to have stumbled on Miffy's 
secret radical life and is not amused. It is deeply 
offended by Miffy's involvement in the campaign 
against patents on life, as depicted in stickers pro- 
duced many years ago promoting the (long-dead) 
resistanceisfertile.com website. 

Mercis has unleashed its legal team to make 
threats against the inactive Totnes Genetics Group 
(ToGG), whose long-unmaintained website still 
contains a picture of that Miffy sticker. 

While former ToGG volunteers try to get long- 
forgotten passwords and website access from the 
Internet service provider that hosts the website in 
order to remove the offending image, more impor- 
tant questions have been raised. Will Miffy toler- 
ate this attack on her freedom of expression? And 
will her friends in the movement stand idly by and 
watch as her freedom to protest is taken away? 
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"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an outdoor school. It was not a 
survival school, because I died. / died to my old way of thinking. 1 died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

"I became alive to many other things — became alive to the ( ircle, I became alive 
to the native lifeway. / became alive to the connectedness of all things. / became 
alive to trusting, being and the now. 
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-Coyote Three Feathers a.k.a. John Herron (Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 
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Green & Black Star 


The Earth First! Journal currently 
has an opening for a new member 
of our editorial staff. It could be you! 
Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — working on a consensus 
basis with a tight collective to create 
a publication essential to the radical 
environmental movement. Our new 
long-term editor ideally will have 
publishing experience, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, have 
excellent editing skills, be computer 
literate, have a sense of humor and 
be able to commit to at least a year 
and a half. As a collective, all of the 
work is shared, so a motivated, hard- 
working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety 
of talents and activist experience to 
come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a “short-term” editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and 
energy in the Journal. The waiting 
list can be long, but it also depends 
on how flexible your schedule is and 
when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a 
letter of interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, 
activist history and the names of some 
activists who can vouch for you. For 
more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 


w imp 

Uisit www.ear.thfirsfjournal.org«oior.dera 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


o $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 
O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 


Name 


Address 


Country 


DONATION 


Email 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023. Tucson. AZ 85702 
Online: www.carthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 


Page 30 Earth First! Mabon 2007 












Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 


Find the KF! group nearest you. If you Jon t see one, start one! 



ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; infoCacataly5tinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EP 

sabt hebastards( a hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshOt@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707)822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St. Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 
Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado.edu 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
ELQ&1DA 
Jeaga EF! 

POB 961, lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 

310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF1 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1 109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785)865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 8064, Portland, ME 04104 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

i n fo@peoplesfreespace.org 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 


POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Rising Tide Boston 

boston@Tisingtidenorthamerica.org 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 631 18 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; adivism@wetUnds-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katiiah F.F! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@tnountainrebel.net 
Uwharrie EF! 
bison 12@wildmail.com 

OHIO 

Hock-Hocking F.F! 

(740) 592-2S81; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens. OH 45701 
(740) 589-51 1 1; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams l.n. Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene. OR 97440 

collective@'greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide Cascadia 

cascadia@tisingtidenorthamerica.org 

Stumptown EF! 

stumptownef@riseup.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 

Species Traitor/Black and Green 

POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 

primalwar@hotmail.com 

RHODE ISLAND 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate ef@riseup.net 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch F.F! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 

WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State College 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@tiseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/lnfoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, Wl 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 

PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 

Challenging Oppression Within 

eart hfi rstcow@yahoo.com 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 
Rising Tide North America 
POB 16851, Asheville, NC 28816 
contact@risingtidcnorthamerica.org 
Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 

info@rootforce.org 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 



INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
CANADA 

Elaho EF! earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@Tesist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 

blogspot.com 

CZE CH REPUBLIC 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

F.F! Action Update 


12 london Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC. 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, 157 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, F.1 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EP 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancefi@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMA N Y 

EP Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 


greenaction.org.il/english/index.html 

NETHERLANDS 

ASF.ED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeui@antenna.nl 
Vrienden van GroenFront! 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

netherlands2005@groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@’yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 *605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-7 47-8500; green korea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@>eart hfirstjournal.org. 
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Vermont Gardeners 

Reclaim Site of Proposed T»*Mck Stop 


by Slug 

In the early afternoon of July 23, lo- 
cal Vermont residents broke ground 
for a new community garden at the 
proposed site of a Cheshire Oil Truck 
Stop in Brattleboro, Vermont. That 
day, guerilla gardeners transformed 
the predominantly vacant lot into a 
bountiful garden. We hoped to main- 
tain an autonomous zone, reveal 
the potential beneficial use of the 
space and Spark conversations about 
the endless possibilities outside the 
profit-driven model of development 
threatening that part of Brattleboro. 

Two of us chained ourselves by 
our arms to an immovable bar- 
rel that read "More Gardens, Less 
Trucks." This action served as a liv- 
ing testament to our commitment 
to healthy alternatives to the savage 
and unimaginative culture of oil- 
dependent industrial development. 

A truck stop is a short-sighted 
scheme for profit that in no way con-, 
siders the overwhelming negative im- 
pacts it would impose on the health of 
the local community. Public sentiment 
has been overwhelmingly opposed to 
this kind of destructive development 
for many years. We cited concerns 
such as traffic and congestion, pollu- 
tion from trucks, the rampant loss of 
public green space, the lack of direct 
community involvement and input 


in the development proposal process, 
and the inherent seediness and dan- 
ger of buck-stop culture. 

"We hope to simultaneously 
address issues of expansion of in- 
frastructure, catastrophic climate 
change, destructive strip develop- 
ment and community decision- 
making capabilities," I told the 
media while locked down. "The 
southern gateway to Vermont 
should -not invite more industri- 
alization, pavement and destruc- 
tion. Vermont is an escape from the . 
unchecked commercial plunder of 
community open space." 

In an era when we need to con- 
sider solutions to the current cli- 
mate change crisis and prepare 
for the post-oil world, it doesn't 
make any sense to expand the in- 
frastructure of the oil-dependent 
system. There are many better 
ideas for this space that need to 
be brought to the table that con- 
sider the health, wellness and fu- 
ture of our community. We have 
warned Cheshire Oil, the com- 
pany responsible for pushing the 
development of the property, that 
if it continues to move forward 
with this truck stop proposal, we 
will launch a massive boycott of 
its gas stations and convenience 
stores on both sides of the Con- 
necticut River. 


"There are so many hard-working, 
concerned, aware and dedicated peo- 
ple in this community committed 
to seeing a future for Vermont that 
continues its long tradition of a ru- 
ral, peaceful landscape and a good 
quality of life," said Salmon, also 
locked down at the site. "We are part 
of a much larger, broader movement 
working to see that proposals about the 
future of this land take into account 
everybody's concerns for the future of 
our community. A public garden is one 


optton, a beautiful option, but there 
are many others — and none of them 
include a buck stop, a box store, a strip 
mall or another fast food chain." 

This action was inspired by the 
efforts of Miami citizens reclaiming 
vacant lots for housing, the Root 
Force campaign to challenge the ex- 
pansion of infrastructure, the ongo- 
ing struggle against 1-69 in Indiana, 
More Gardens! in NYC and Brad 
Will's advice to "stay in trouble." 

continued on page 1 0 



Guerilla gardeners lock down to an immovable barrel. 


Bine Ridge EF! Gets Into Exterior Decorating 



BREFlers protest outside Stosser's house. 


by Minstrel 

We've always known Jeannie Stosser was 
a scumbag, always. Back in 2004, she was so 
upset over the widespread support for an anb- 
development town council candidate that 
she was caught sneaking around his house, 
peering through the windows. Apparently, 
she was preparing to launch a bizarre alle- 
gatton— yammering something about, "It's 
supposed to be a duplex, but he lives in the 
basement," and, "Is there a staircase here?" 

She argued that he shouldn't even be allowed 
to register to vote, let alone run for council. 

She also said that he should be all duct-taped 
up and shipped to the moon! Yep, she always 
has been a weird one, always. 

So, no one was really surprised when we 
found out that she was orchestrating re- 
cent attempts to pave over one of the last 
green spaces in the south end of Blacks- 
burg, Virginia, for nothing other than a Wal-Mart 
. superdamncenter. Of course, the good people of 
Blacksburg love the quaint character and rustic 
feel of our small community, even though hous- 
ing and retail developments conbnue to threaten 
it as they eat up space. The citizenry — smart, good 


people that they are — have been organizing to 
defend against this attack for some time. Several 
years ago, a contenttous debate over whether or 
not to build a sewer in the middle of a 1 69-acre na- 
ture park (duh!) began a Blacksburg trend of elect- 
ing anti-development (maybe they would prefer 
"smart growth") candidates to local government. 


This strategy successfully defeated the 
proposed sewer and has integrated more 
public scrutiny and citizen involvement 
into local governance, especially con- 
cerning matters of development. 

Now, a new organization, Blacksburg 
United for Responsible Growth (BURG), 
is putting pressure on local officials 
and developers to keep Wal-Mart out of 
town. While keeping up public opposi- 
tton through rallies, letters to the editor, 
yard signs and such, BURG has also put 
„ a lot of energy over the last few months 
| into supporting Zoning Ordinance 1450, 
| requiring all developments with a foot- 
| print of 80,000 square feet or more to se- 
cure a special-use permit. In the end, the 
ordinance passed! The people had legis- 
lated victory! Or had they? 

No, they had not. Shortly after the 
passage of Ordinance 1450, the two development 
firms hell-bent on big-boxing us in — Llamas, LLC. 
and Fairmount Properties — challenged the legis- 
lation on the grounds that they had already sub- 
mitted prospective blueprints for what they call a 
"retail cultural center." 

continued on page 8 
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The Eric McDovid Story 

or. How a Train-RidirT Green Anarchist Got Hoodwinked by a Wannabe Fed and 
Thrown in the Slammer for Stuff He Didn't Even Do 


by Sacramento Prisoner Support 

On January 13, 2006, Eric Mc- 
David, Zachary Jenson and Lauren 
Weiner were arrested in Auburn, 
California, and charged with one 
count of conspiracy to destroy 
public or private infrastructure by 
means of explosives or fire. Twenty 
months later, Eric went to trial alone 
to fight this charge. In the interim, 
both Weiner and Jenson had agreed 
to cooperate with the government 
in a variety of ways, including testi- 
fying against Eric at his trial. 

Weiner began talking to the FBI 
a week after her arrest and was re- 
leased on $ 1.2-million bail. Six 
months later, having previously 
been denied bail twice as an alleged 
public danger and flight risk, Jen- 
son agreed to cooperate and was 
released on $40,000 bail. Eric was 
denied bail twice and remained in 
jail, struggling for vegan meals. Af- 
ter four months of pressure from 
supporters and a two-week hunger 
strike, he was finally able to gain ac- 
cess to vegan food — but a week be- 
fore trial, the jail cut off his vegan 
meals once again, in an apparent 
attempt to weaken him. He has not 
received vegan food since that time. 
Eric has been in solitary confine- 
ment since his arrest. 

After months of delays, Eric's 
trial finally began on September 
10. The trial was fraught with 
clearly biased and improper rul- 
ings, and lies were rampant. 


The trial opened with the gov- 
ernment's star witness: cooperating 
witness "Anna," a young woman 
who was paid $65,000 by the FBI 
to befriend and entrap Eric and his 
codefendants. Anna, who was 17 at 
the time she began working for the 
FBI, admitted repeatedly during her 
testimony that she was a liar. At one 
point Eric's at- 
torney, Mark 
Reichel, said to 
her, "All lies, all 
the time, 24-7 
would be the ad 
in the phone- 
book, right?" 

"When I was 
undercover, in 
my role, cor- 
rect," she re- 
sponded. 

Despite the 

government's 
best attempts 
to obscure the 
truth, Anna's testimony proved that 
she was the driving force behind the 
"conspiracy" and that without her 
and her FBI masters, it never could 
have happened. 

The other two key witnesses for 
the government were Eric’s former 
codefendants, both of whom admit- 
ted that they had agreed to cooper- 
ate because of the "75-percent-off 
sale," as Reichel dubbed it — the 75 
percent reduction in prison time 
they were promised in exchange for 
cooperating. They also both stated 


that their sentencing had been de- 
layed until after Eric's trial so that 
the government could see how they 
performed first. Weiner seemed vis- 
ibly shaken throughout her testi- 
mony. She also seemed relieved, 
when Reichel cross-examined her, 
to finally have the opportunity to 
speak something more closely re- 
sembling the 
truth. This was 
not the case 
with Jenson, 
who behaved 
I like a trained 
s monkey. 

I After six full 
i days in court, 
| the jury left 
| the courtroom, 
j? and both sides 
| began to argue 
t over the in- 
I structions that 
the jury would 
receive. These 
instructions would guide the members 
of the jury in making their decision 
about Eric's innocence or guilt, but 
the judge issued devastatingly incor- 
rect instructions. The first blow came 
when the judge denied the inclusion 
of the "lesser included offense" in- 
struction. This instruction would have 
allowed the jury to find Eric not guilty 
of the crime he was charged with, 
but guilty of the charge that Weiner 
and Jenson had pleaded to. While 
this clearly would not have been an 
outstanding victory, if Eric had been 


found guilty only of the lesser offense, 
it would have capped his sentence at 
five years, instead of 20. 

The other huge point of con- 
tention in the jury instructions 
was the definition of "predispo- 
sition." For the government to 
prove beyond a reasonable doubt 
that a defendant was not en- 
trapped (and is therefore guilty), 
it first must prove that the de- 
fendant was inclined to commit 
a crime prior to contact with a 
government agent — in this case, 
Anna. After a series of intense ar- 
guments, the judge instructed the 
jury to examine the question of 
predisposition beginning in June 
2005 — the moment at which the 
government claimed the con- 
spiracy began, and almost a year 
after Eric and Anna had met and 
remained in contact. This ruling 
was in clear defiance of not only 
logical reasoning, but also of case 
law, which says: "Quite obviously, 
by the time a defendant actually 
commits the crime, he (sic) will 
have become disposed to do so.... 
The relevant time frame for as- 
sessing a defendant's disposition 
comes before he has any contact 
with government agents, which is 
doubtless why it is called predis- 
position (US v. Poehlman)." 

Armed with a set »f faulty in- 
structions, the jury returned after 
two days of deliberation with a 
guilty verdict. 

continued on page 26 
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Rod Coronado and the Order of the Phoenix 

f roe* Trial in Hvh^. Jwtj 


by Voice of the Earth 

In Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, our re- 
luctant hero is dragged before the Ministry of Mag- 
ic's high court for his alleged misuse of magic. With 
a sentence in the dungeons of Azkaban hanging 
over his head, Harry is rescued at the last minute 
by the arrival of Albus Dumbledore, headmaster of 
Hogwarts School and possibly the most gifted wiz- 
ard in the world. September's trial 
of Rod Coronado was little differ- 
ent from this tale, complete with 
the legal wizardry of legendary civil 
rights attorney Tony Serra (who, 
like Dumbledore, sports long white 
hair and half-moon spectacles). 

Let's bring readers up to speed. 

On August 1, 2003, after four 
years in prison and three years of 
restrictive probation for his role 
in a string of Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) arsons of fur research 
facilities, Rod Coronado gave a 
speech in San Diego, California. 

This speech was not unlike many 
lectures he had given across the 
US and Europe. What was dif- 
ferent was that the night before, 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
had claimed a $50-million arson of an under- 
construction condominium complex. Law 
enforcement agencies both local and federal in- 
vestigated the fire and Coronado, but after two 
years there were no arrests. This led investiga- 
tors to instead launch an investigation into the 
lecture itself— arguably to determine whether 
Coronado's lecture might have violated a rarely 


used anti-terrorism statute that makes it a federal 
crime to distribute information related to bomb- 
making. During a question-and-answer period 
following the lecture in San Diego, Coronado was 
asked how he had made an incendiary device dur- 
ing his time in the ALF. This was the question that 
led to his indictment in February 2006. 

In Order of the Phoenix, Harry becomes aware 
of a secret society of wizards who are in league 


to fight the evil Lord Voldemort and his follow- 
ers, the Death Eaters. Coronado's all-star legal 
team was of the same caliber — fighting not 
Death Eaters, but the FBI and the two Assistant 
US Attorneys whose job it is to see Coronado 
returned to prison. Besides Serra, the defense 
team included Gerald Singleton, Omar Figueroa, 
Ben Rosenfeld, Troy Pickard, Alexis Bustelo and 


Steve Christiansen — wielding law books as well 
as any wizard has ever waved a wand. 

The first day of trial, September 10, was 
jury selection. The defense had recruited a 
professional jury selection specialist, An- 
thony Napoleon, who could easily teach De- 
fense Against the Dark Arts at Hogwarts. By 
the second day, the jury had been selected 
and opening arguments began. Assistant 
US Attorney John Parmley de- 
scribed how the government 
would prove that Coronado's 
only purpose in answering the 
fateful question was for others 
to rush out and commit arson. 
He talked about the ELF fire, 
calling it the single largest act 
of "ecoterror" in US history — 
even though Coronado is not 
a suspect in the investigation 
and has not been indicted for 
anything other than answering 
a question. Many of Coronado's 
most inflammatory quotes were 
read, most taken off of two lap- 
tops seized during the search of 
his home. 

It was eerie and Orwellian to 
witness a trial for spoken words, 
with only other words presented as evidence. 
The majority of evidence in this case came from 
articles published in the EF! Journal, No Com- 
promise and Bite Back. Also in evidence were 
Coronado's 2005 interview on "60 Minutes" 
and a speech he gave at American University in 
Washington, DC, in 2003. 

continued on page 27 
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To Whom it May Concern, 
After reading the July- August 
issue of the Earth First! Journal 
and the articles regarding pris- 
on, my friend Oso Blanco and 
1 decided to post a little bit 
about our prison experiences 
in the federal penitentiary. 
I read Peter Young's article 
about his prison experience 
along with Jeffrey "Free" Lu- 
ers' article in response to the 
article Young wrote. Both 
were, in my opinion, hella 
good articles. I have been to 
an FCI (medium security), 
so 1 can relate to what views 
they had. However, we are 
currently in a USP (level six 
high security). It is far dif- 
ferent than a medium or a 
camp. In here, one faces all 
the things that pop up into 
most people's heads .when 
they hear the word "peniten- 
tiary" — bad food, the worst 
of the worst, rape, extortion, 
your best friend will smash 
your head in if you get out 
of line, there are stabbings 
and killings, percussion gre- 
nades blowing off by your 
head, guards in towers shoot- 
ing off AR-ISs, just to name 
some of the everyday bullshit 
we deal with. They call this 
place "Bloody Beaumont" for 
a reason. This is the worst 
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one of which is currently 
on intensive care status. On 
down time, it is the norm to 
see him kicked back on his 
bunk, reading a book with 
the birds perched up on his 
shoulder. This third bird fell 
out of its nest, still a fluff. 
Someone brought her to me, 
and I gladly took her in. She 
is already, within just a few 
days, stronger and eating 
on her own. Medicine and 
prayers are very powerful! 
We must be doing something 
righteous because these feath- 
ers from birds of prey (hawks, 
owls, etc.) keep coming to us 
in a good way. 

As chaotic as this peni- 


this life, the Creator already 
knows what path you will take. 
We are the chosen ones. If you 
are ignoring the "Truth" and 
passing up your calling, you 
are wrong. It's time to rise up! 
Modem day society is turning 
men into softass pansies. You 
can't be scared of what reper- 
cussions your duties bring. It 
has to be done. Just hope you 
don't get caught, and be care- 
ful and keep your mouth shut. 
Live the life you were given, 
and give back to the Creator 
and Mother Earth by being 
the warrior you truly are. "Rise 
up\" Get mad and fight back, 
before it really is too late. 

Oso Blanco and I are very 


Jensen's new book (see EF!J 
September-October 2007). 

In short, "E-Mag's" review 
was completely full of shite — 
written, unfortunately, from 
a book which is hopelessly, 
hopelessly out of date. While 
many of the "facts" quoted 
(the selling of animals as pets, 
killing of surplus animals, the 
killing of animals' families in 
order to catch infants) may 
have actually happened in the 
past, no zoo in current times 
would be able to operate us- 
ing those antiquated meth- 
ods. Zoos now are bound by 
rules agreed to under the ac- 
creditation process of vari- 
ous professional associations 


W 
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do in order to make the world 
a better place for them to sur- 
vive along with us. 

— Yuri 
Miami 

Editors' Note: Among the 
sources for Derrick Jensen’s 
claims in Thought to Be Ex- 
tinct in the Wild are Zoo: A 
History of Zoological Gardens 
in the West by Eric Baratay 
and Elisabeth Hardouin-Fugier, 
published in 2002; The Mod- 
ern Ark: The Story of Zoos: 
Past, Present and Future by 
Vicki Croke, published in 1997; 
and a 1999 San Jose Mercury 
News investigation (cited in 
Baratay and Hardouin-Fugier). 
Interested readers can check for 
themselves to decide whether 
these claims are "hopelessly out 
of date.” Regarding accredita- 
tion, the Mercury News con- 
cluded that "accredited zoos... 
purposely breed animals in or- 
der to exploit their commercial 
appeal and then cast them into 
ignominious conditions.” Final- 
ly, please note that only 10 per- 
cent of zoos in the US are even 
accredited. 

Dear SFB, 

In a Sept-Oct 2007 EF! Jour- 
nal letter, Mike Novack draws 
several conclusions based on 


prison in the BOP. This is 
fact. But.... 

There is another side to this 
place. There is a lot of respect 
here. It's all in how you carry 
yourself. I am the same in 
here as 1 was on the streets. 
I have just grown more spiri- 
tually, mentally and physi- 
cally. Because of the way I 
carry myself, along with what 
little bit people know about 
me and what I stand for, I 
get respect. Oso gets respect 
also — because of his Red Road 
ways, people see what he's 
about, what his case involved 
and because he's been on TV 
("FBI Files"), although "FBI 
Files" made the story into a 
propaganda wave of crap. 

We both realize we aren't 
social prisoners. We focus 
on the positive. We use the 
sweat lodge and all its medi- 
cines, and we use the herbs 
for healing purposes. Since 
I've been here, I’ve seen my 
friend Oso Blanco do a lot 
of healing. Both people and 
birds have benefited. Our 
friend, Junior, caught a staph 
infection on his leg. After a 
little naturopathic medicine 
and Oso’s prayers, the staph 
was gone. 

Oso has healed four birds 
that I know of and currently 
has two he is helping now — 


tentiary is, a few nights 
back Oso and I were in my 
cell talking about how the 
prisoners need to unite and 
make changes. The next day, 
it happened. On July 21, ap- 
proximately 1,400 prison- 
ers were all on the yard in 
Beaumont USP, agreeing to 
change certain things and 
enforce others. Unity! I saw 
more handshakes and shook 
more hands on that day 
than I think I have through- 
out my entire life. It was an 
awesome thing to see people 
forget about race or what 
gang you're in and all come 
together as one voice. I feel if 
everyone came together and 
united against the govern- 
ments and corporations that 
continue to decimate our 
Mother, this planet would 
become a much better place. 

Prison is obviously no fun. 
Unfortunately, it sometimes 
becomes a reality for people 
in the Struggle. You just have 
to keep your head up, stay 
out of shit as much as pos- 
sible, do your time and get 
out so you can continue to 
do your part in the Struggle. 
That's part of it! 

Warriors, you know who 
you are. You can’t just be a 
warrior. It's a calling. It's your 
destiny. When you come into 


happy to hear that Jeffery 
"Free" Luers got his sentence 
overturned. This truly is a 
blessing in the name of eco- 
defense. Oso Blanco likes Jef- 
fery "Free" Luers a lot. There 
were many prayers going out 
to Luers, just as there are with 
all warriors caught up in the 
Struggle. 

Much love to all my kidz 
and Family, 

— James Anderson (aka Coyote) 
Dear EF!, 

It would be nice if your 
newsletter would give more 
attention to bikes and cy- 
cling. Green transport! 

— Eugene 
Brooklyn 

Dear SFB, 

Earth First! should -say we 
need to eliminate all auto- 
mobiles to save the Earth! 
And build only massive 100- 
story multi-use tower cities 
connected to maglev trains! 
It's the only way to save the 
Earth! By eliminating the hu- 
man footprint on the Earth as 
much as possible. 

— Sandy 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I'm writing in response to 
the recent review of Thought to 
be Extinct in the Wild, Derrick 


operating in most continents 
around the world. These 
rules now have in place strict 
adherence to internation- 
ally recognized conservation 
laws, as well as laws enforc- 
ing the humane treatment of 
animals (almost all of which 
are of a higher standard than 
the ones being used by gov- 
ernments currently in most 
countries). While of course I 
cannot generalize (as E-Mag 
does) and speak for every zoo 
on the planet, the majority 
of them now have dedicated 
themselves to these higher 
objectives. As I've said, they 
would not be able to stay in 
business otherwise. 

Until all of us in the animal 
rights movement evolve, and 
come to prioritize correctly 
the most urgent needs fac- 
ing our fellow animals today, 
there will not be a movement 
capable of generating the 
mass support of society that 
will be necessary in order to 
cause a lasting and meaning- 
ful change in our relationship 
to the rest of the residents of 
this planet we inhabit. Until 
then, I'd just ask for a little 
less theosophy, and a bit 
more of openness and com- 
mon sense. The animals do 
not care what our "ideas" are, 
just what concrete things we 


an assumption that we hu- 
mans are omnivores — "like a 
raccoon or black bear." 

Well most people share 
this mistaken idea, but that 
doesn’t make it so. An in- 
formed, unbiased assessment 
reveals that Homo sapiens’ 
physical characteristics are 
far more like those of chim- 
panzees, gorillas, orangutans 
and gibbons — our four clos- 
est animal relatives, and all 
vegan or nearly so — than 
those of raccoons, bears, and 
other true omnivores. We are, 
in fact, slightly omnivorous 
plant-eaters. 

That we can extract nutri- 
ents from animal products 
doesn't mean that our bodies 
are primarily omnivorous, or 
that doing so necessarily does 
more good than harm. That 
some cultures on the planet 
have taken up eating a lot 
of meat and dairy in recent 
centuries likewise doesn’t au- 
tomatically make us an om- 
nivorous species. 

Throughout hundreds of 
thousands of years of pre- 
history, we have eaten ani- 
mals in time of need and 
supplemented our normal 
plant-based diet with ani- 
mals — especially those eas- 
ily caught, such as insects, 
shellfish and certain reptiles 


£aze 4 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2007 





Keep your 

letters to) 300 

words cor less. 


and amphibians. Eating 
meat occasionally is natural 
to humans. 

Eating large amounts rou- 
tinely is not. 

So everyone, please stop 
basing things on the assump- 
tion that we are omnivores. 
We aren't. 

— Lynn Jacobs 
Tucson 

Dear Friends, 

An addendum to Lauren 
Gazzola's article on federal 
women's prisons (see EF!J 
September-October 2007). In 
addition to the camps and 
FCIs, there is also a small 
maximum security unit (17 
women) which, two years 
ago, also became the death 
row (one woman). 

I have been here since 
1998, and before that was in 
an equivalent unit in Florida 
for over nine years. When 
the "mission" of that unit 
switched to WITSEC (high- 
level snitches) men, we were 
transferred here. All of us are 
in single-occupancy cells. 

The Carswell max unit is 
part of a complex that also in- 
cludes a camp, FCI and medi- 
cal enter. We are in a small, 
self-contained building with 
attached recreation yard. We 
never leave this building ex- 
cept for medical treatment 
that can't be done here. Un- 
like the men in ADX Flor- 
ence, we are not in our cells 
23 hours daily. For reasons 
too complicated to explain 
here, some days we are locked 
down for much of the time, 
but other days we can be in 
the common area, TV room, 


exercise room or yard for ex- 
tended periods. 

Thanks for your good work. 

— Helen Woodson 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Big ups to Jeff Luers for his 
honest and clear assessment 
of where he is at after serving 
more than seven years in pris- 
on (see £F// September-October 
2007). I'm sure, like other dis- 
patches Jeff has authored over 
the years, this one both sur- 
prised and disappointed some 
people. It certainly made me 
think of not only the ideas and 
expectations I have for Jeff, but 
also my undetermined role as 
a brand new political prisoner 
from our movement. 

As a defendant in the so- 
called "Operation Backfire" 
case, I experienced directly the 
fact that our movement — let's 
call it the radical enviro or An- 
archist movement — has pretty 
big expectations and obliga- 
tions for us. When my lawyers 
withdrew a motion regarding 
potential NSA surveillance of 
the defendants (a condition 
necessary for our guilty plea), 
we received undue criticism 
from people who didn't un- 
derstand our legal strategy in 
any way. Some went so far as 
• to say we hurt the movement 
by not going forward with this 
motion. Needless to say, none 
of these critics ever faced life 
in prison. 

As a longtime supporter 
of political prisoners, I ex- 
perienced time and time 
again this movement’s ex- 
pectations foisted onto de- 
fendants and prisoners — the 
Santa Cruz 2 being castigated 


for showing remorse, people 
seriously arguing Rod Coro- 
nado was not an Animal Lib- 
eration Front prisoner in the 
mid-1990s, activists creating 
hoops for us to jump through 
to prove some aspect of mili- 
tancy or radical credentials. 

Personally, 1 got burned by 
this dynamic after contact- 
ing an author whose work I 
respect and find comp Ting, 
asking him to consider inter- 
viewing me. His response was 
no — that the interviews are 
time consuming and well, my 
sentencing statement wasn't 
his cup of tea. He said it didn’t 
compare to the Haymarket 
martyrs or some other recent 
prisoners who made defiant 
sentencing statements! This 
situation points out a horrible 
dynamic — well-meaning and 
even generally supportive 
people who have never dealt 
with the situations many of 
us find ourselves in. 

So, when Jeff Luers writes 
that he wants to learn about 
green building, going to 
school and healing his rela- 
tionships, I hope you give 
him the space to do that. 
When Rod Coronado says 


to ask him about plants, 
not war stories, give him 
the space. People grow and 
change over time — this is 
a good thing. I myself left 
Earth Liberation Front in 
2001 and had no intention 
of engaging in sabotage ever 
again. I also, at this point, 
need to devote some energy 
to processing long-repressed 
emotions and dealing with 
the trauma of the last two 
years. Please give us the flex- 
ibility to be who we are, to 
step back when we need to, 
to be dynamic individuals 
who don't stay frozen but 
who change and evolve. 

Finally, I want to recom- 
mend a book I am only half- 
way through but that has hit 
me like a ton of bricks. It's 
Aftershock: Confronting Trauma 
in a Violent World, by Pattrice 
Jones. I hadn’t considered the 
last two years as trauma per se 
until now, but the threat of 
life in prison, being flown to 
various prisons shackled, court 
dates, legal bills, coping and 
pressure has had an effect on 
me that I cannot deny or ig- 
nore. Check this book out and 
see if it resonates with you. 


My criticism of dynamics 
in our movement is in no way 
a lack of appreciation for the 
tremendous support I have 
received. For that, I am eter-' 
nally grateful. 

— Daniel McGowan 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Having just read our article, 
"EF! Trans and Wimmin’s Ac- 
tion Camp," published in the 
Mabon (September-October) 
2007 issue, we came across an 
editing mistake that we feel 
needs to be addressed. In two 
places in the article, we made 
reference to people who are 
both male-identified and as- 
signed, saying that they were 
not welcome at the space. In 
the editing process a simple 
"and" was changed to an "or," 
which gave the impression 
that we were making refer- 
ence to people who are either 
male-identified or assigned. 
The issue we had with this 
error was that it is possible to 
be male-identified but female- 
assigned/bodied and there- 
fore identify as trans. We feel 
that this mistake is particu- 
larly grievous because TWAC, 
as it was, struggled with trans 
inclusiveness. We are worried 
that this change in wording is 
alienating to male-identified 
trans people and skewed the 
meaning of the article. 

We understand that our 
wording may have been con- 
fusing and possibly unclear, 
but we would appreciate if this 
correction could be published 
to ensure that our intentions 
are not misinterpreted. 

Thanks, 

— Triple C 
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by Persimmon 

While the struggle against 1-69 is now nearly 20 
years old, construction looms ever nearer (see EF!f 
May-June 2007). As we prepare to continue the 
fight, we find it helpful and necessary to consis- 
tently explore various facets of opposition to the 
road. It is for this purpose that we share some of 
the latest resistance here. 

An Intro 

1-69 is part of the proposed North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) superhighway. 
Recently designated by the US Department of 
Transportation as one of the nation's six "corri- 
dors of the future," it has been the focus of much 
attention at local, state and federal levels. If 1-69 
is completed, it will facilitate the transportation 
of the majority of trade between Mexico, the US 
and Canada. The road would extend from its cur- 
rent end position in Indianapolis to Texas, where 
it would link up with another devastating system 
of roads in the works: the Trans-Texas Corridor. 

But the destruction would not end there. If con- 
struction is allowed to begin in southern Indiana 
next Summer, the effects of 1-69 could be felt across 
the South, as well as throughout North and Cen- 
tral America. Infrastructure projects like 1-69 are at 
the top of governments' agendas the world over. 
In Mexico and Canada, some of these have been 
articulated in the Plan Puebla Panama (PPP) and 
Atlantica trade agreements. By supplying access 
to the resources and deepening the conditions by 
which capital thrives, these projects are fundamen- 
tal to capital's further consolidation. 1-69 would 
plow through 400 families’ homes and farms, and 
ravage 1,500 acres of forest and more than 300 
acres of wetlands in Indiana alone. But as daunt- 
ing as the task of cutting off an artery to the heart 
of neoliberalism's aspirations is, a collective air of 
excitement here in Indiana has been sustained by 
various successes and is spreading across this and 
other bioregions. 

Shutting Down Their Meeting! 

In response to the insistently monolithic "logic" of 
neoliberalism, resistance to the road has always been 
highly varied, ranging from grassroots community 
efforts to lawsuits to direct action. It has reflected 
personal interests, anti-capitalist tendencies and 
environmental concerns. It has been extensive and 
widespread. 

One recent manifestation of this opposition 
was when protesters shut down a "community 
planning meeting" in Bloomington on August 21 . 
The meeting, hosted by the Indiana Department 
of Transportation (INDOT) and Wilbur Smith (the 
firm responsible for planning the northernmost 
section of 1-69 and also involved in PPP plan- 
ning), was ostensibly held to outline a grant pro- 
cess for communities slated to be devastated by 
the road's construction. These grants represent a 
profound depth of obfuscation and unabashedly 
cater tQ the interests of the owners of capital. A 
few words at this meeting were enough to trig- 
ger the audience’s strong emotions. Just moments 
after INDOT's project overseer, Stephen Smith, 
opened his mouth to spew the usual trash, he 
was shut down by a whirlwind of accusation. In- 
stantaneously, the room was transformed. While 
some shouted down the officials responsible for 
this blatant buy-off attempt, others unfurled ban- 
ners reading, "This is bribery" and "You can't mit- 
igate broken lives." Other protesters moved to the 
front of the room and resumed the presentation 
from a different perspective. 

The rest of the audience had looks of either 
disgust or of genuinely pleased surprise. Smith 
announced to the former that they would take a 
15-minute break while the dissent was "cleared 
up"— but 15 minutes later, they still weren't get- 
ting much planning done. The group of protesters 
had grown to include the many different people 


who had come to the meeting to oppose to the 
road. Questions were asked and answered, and 
protesters chatted affably among themselves. 

Standing together as families, parents, students, 
workers and otherwise, these young and old 
people were intimidating to the police and city 
officials present. Eventually, INDOT and the cor- 
porate fucks gave up on their meeting. Whether 
screaming at a consultant or recording a mes- 
sage to the governor, a good time was had by all 
and everyone left safely! It was later announced 
that INDOT would not hold another meeting in 
Bloomington. 

Welcome to Our Anti-I-69 Consulta 

A couple of weeks later, about 30 folks from this 
bioregion and others gathered for an anti-I-69 
Consulta in Evansville, the scheduled beginning 



of the route's construction and the southernmost 
Indiana town through which the road would pass. 
Meeting to generate dialogue and communication 
around opposition to the road, individuals and 
affinity groups engaged with 1-69 issues, the land 
and each other. 

The consulta began with brief discussions 
on the importance of fighting oppression and 
on security culture. There was a question-and- 
answer session, and afterwards, the group dis- 
cussed what people hoped to see come out of 
the anti-road struggle. Much wider than simply 
stopping the road, these hopes included a de- 
sire to reinvigorate environmental direct action 
in the Midwest and to spread knowledge of the 
neoliberal agenda. While these various points 
were supported by some more than others, they 
complemented each other, and the diversity of 
tactics and actions proposed in the next discus- 
sion was encouraging. A majority of the people 
left invigorated and anxious to continue or start 
the struggle in their respective communities. 

After the day's discussion ended, folks made 
their way to the beginning of the proposed 
route, where they walked the first two miles. 
The sun was setting, giving out a golden light 
as we walked alongside rows and rows of com 
stalks that still seemed vibrantly alive, even in 
their drought-ridden state. They were golden 
and gleaming in the sun, and they rolled along 
for what could have been forever. Where the 
com stopped, trees started. The light that fil- 
tered through them landed on our faces. It was 


entirely impossible to conceive of a road in 
this place. 

As Resistance Continues.... 

We hope that the consulta served to break down 
the inside/outside binary that so often stifles cam- 
paigns. The ideological forces that uphold this bi- 
nary insist that repression applies more to those 
on the inside than to others and create a hierarchy 
between those on the inside — who, by this logic, 
must necessarily run a campaign — and those on 
the outside. Autonomous action is the cure to this 
unnecessary binary. As individuals and groups left 
the consulta excited about pursuing their own 
projects in their respective towns, we see the extent 
to which that binary is being destroyed. However, 
it's easier to sing the praises of autonomous action 
than to facilitate it. The loose networks between 
1-69 resisters are incredibly important, but as con- 
struction draws nearer, more clearly articulated or- 
ganization is becoming crucial. These issues need 
to be thought out by individuals and within affini- 
ty groups. The next consulta, which will take place 
in late March, will be a' forum for concrete logisti- 
cal and organizational planning. In the meantime, 
we’re working on a new website that will have re- 
sources and organizational tools. 

The inside/outside dichotomy is also present 
between the anarchist/Earth Firstl/direct-action 
crowd and the families living along the route. 
Folks from both groups, however, have long 
worked to make connections and are continu- 
ing to do so. There are plans for increased com- 
munication — in the form of visits, letters and a 
regular newsletter — whi r h may lead to coordi- 
nated actions. While these families and farmers 
obviously and rightly have their own forms of 
resistance and organization, the boundaries be- 
tween these and other types of resistance are 
permeable. We seek to both show solidarity and 
work in common struggle with folks around th,e 
planned route.- The reasons' to fight 1-69 are as 
urgent and important as our opposition is wide 
and varied. As we see this resistance coalescing, 
we know that they will never build this road. 

For more info, contact roadblockef@yahoo. 
com; i69news.bee-town.com. 

Persimmon is just another member of the ungov- 
ernable masses. 
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Saving the forest 

for the Trees 


by Drew Laird 

On August 20, activists with Friends of Morgan-Monroe and Earth First! 
set up a treesit atop a red oak in southern Indiana's Morgan-Monroe State 
Forest. More than 1,000 trees are currently being logged in this timber sale 
in Tincher Ridge. The lone treesitter came down when an Indiana Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) technical climber arrived 
at the scene and threatened that if the officer was injured 
during the climb, the activist would be charged with as- 
saulting an officer. The sitter was charged with criminal 
trespass and released. Two others providing ground sup- 
port were given written warnings. Activists returned to 
the site for a press conference the next morning. 

The DNR's Division of Forestry continues to operate in 
total disregard of public opinion and science-based ecologi- 
cal management principles, as well as in violation of fed- 
eral and state environmental laws — including the Indiana 
Environmental Policy Act (IEPA), the federal Endangered 
Species Act and the Indiana Endangered Species Act. 

The Tincher Ridge sale is a very heavy cut on steep slopes, 
effectively guaranteeing heavy erosion as a result. This par- 
ticular sale is the third to date along the three-mile-long 
Rockshelter Trail, one of the most beautiful and popular 
trails in the Morgan-Monroe. A fourth sale is planned, and 
its log landing has already been bulldozed. 

After DNR staff heavily marked many trees for cutting on 
the steep, erodeable slopes of Tincher Ridge, they threw their 
empty spray paint cans in the cavity of a hollow black oak. 

The DNR undertakes no biological surveys before cut- 
ting a timber sale — insisting only that a forester walk the 
tract and mark down any wildlife seen running or flying away! Southern 
Indiana forest provides critical wildlife habitat for the endangered Indiana 
bat and migratory songbirds like the cerulean warbler, yet the DNR main- 
tains no management plan for any sensitive or endangered species on state 
lands. The DNR has completed an environmental assessment for its timber 
sale program only once, and even the department admits that the study 
was insufficient. 

Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels has directed the DNR to increase 
logging on state forests by 400 percent. In August, Indiana Forest Al- 
liance (IFA) members held a protest at the state forest headquarters as 
five new tracts were sold in the Morgan-Monroe. These timber sales 
would produce 1.7 million board feet of lumber. Documents produced 
by the DNR show that revenues from logging in the Yellowwood 


and Morgan-Monroe State Forests are projected to increase by 1,000 
percent to nearly $3 million a year, up from previous projections of 
$326,000 a year. 

Before Daniels was elected Governor of Indiana, he served as budget 
director for President Bush. Daniels estimated that the Iraq War would 
cost $20 billion to $40 billion; now the cost is up to nearly half a trillion 
dollars. Daniels has taken Indiana down a similar dark 
path — leasing off the operation of the northern toll 
road to an international corporation, privatizing the 
Indianapolis water system and the Indiana state parks, 
giving the green light to Duke Energy to build massive 
new coal plants, and attempting to trade the Glendale 
Fish and Wildlife Area in southern Indiana to the Black 
Beauty Coal Company. He has declared southern Indi- 
ana the "Saudi Arabia of Coal." 

The IFA has been suing the DNR's Division of Forestry’ 
over its failure to abide by the IEPA, claiming that In- 
diana never completed a sufficient environmental as- 
sessment of its logging practices on state forests. The 
litigation will be heard in court this Fall, and the IFA 
hopes for a decision by mid-Winter. 

„ Forest activists have erected treesits in Indiana state 
| forests before, with varying degrees of success. In 2001, 
1 a group called the Friends of Yellowwood State Forest 
3 conducted an eight-month treesit in a red oak named 
| Prometheus. The sale was canceled and a 35-acre tract 
g- was spared. In July 2006, a group called the Hoosier For- 
rest Defense Network set up a bipod on a logging road 
in the Morgan-Monroe State Forest. DNR Conservation 
officers, claiming they had received a tip that there was 
a meth lab operating at the location, charged in with M-16 assault rifles. 
Once the officers saw the activists' banner, it was obvious that there was 
no meth lab, but they still threatened the 16-year-old bipod sitter with 
lethal force if he did not descend. 

Please consider coming to Indiana and taking action to protect our 
beautiful, diverse forests — actions will continue in Spring 2008. 

For more information, contact Indiana Forest Alliance, POB 1074, 
Bloomington, IN 47402; (812) 332-4878; ifa.director@gmail.com; www. 
indianaforestalliance.org. 

Drew Laird is the director of the Indiana Forest Alliance. He cut his teeth 
on EFl's campaign to protect the Headwaters Forest in Humbolt in 1997. His 
affinity group, the Rockskippers Collective, set treesits and locked down to log 
loaders in the Bear Creek watershed. 
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by (A) Transient Forest Fairie 

With next year's Rondy being in Ohio and 
continued resistance developing for Spring and 
Summer in Indiana, the EFers! involved have 
a few things to share with the masses of travel- 
ing activists, affinity groups and organizers do- 
ing planning! Too often will activists leave their 
own bioregions to take part in distant forest or 
other ecodefense actions, when along the roads 
that lead them there, many other pristine wildlife 


areas are falling victim to capitalist scumbags, in- 
frastructure projects, mining and logging. Please 
consider upping the ante in the Midwest where as 
much, if not more, help is needed as in places like 
the Northwest. 

Protesting a public logging sales meeting in the 
week preceding a recent treesit in Morgan-Monroe 
State Forest filled many of us with overwhelmingly 
disenfranchised feelings. We left with our minds 
swimming, attempting to create a situation that 
would empower us and allow us to feel that we 
were adequately addressing the annihilation 
of the "state-owned," not-so-public lands 
of our bioregion. After many meetings and 
careful scouting adventures, urgent direct ac- 
tion seemed the only appropriate measure to 
take in the face of destruction! 

A few simple things made it possible for 
our plan to unfold: Having all the neces- 
sary gear together and ready — including 
harnesses, ropes, a platform, a pulley and 
carabineers — was one necessity. Having a 
team of sassy, ready-to-act climbers with the 
know-how to literally get our plan off the 
ground was another tool in the box. I men- 
tion all this because, while basic to some, 
these few things can mean the difference 
between drowning in the system as we grow 
helplessly overwhelmed by the ravaging 
carnage that surrounds us, and keeping our 
heads above water as we take action. Basi- 
cally, we are proposing that every EF! col- 
lective aspiring to start campaigns begin by 
"learning the ropes" now, before that next 
sale is announced and it's too late! 

Our sit was evicted within 24 hours of its 
creation. Obviously, tactics and planning 
need to be discussed. Timing is a big thing. 
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Perhaps, if the sit had been established longer 
before the cutting, it could have led to a more 
effective awareness campaign. Maybe it would 
have encouraged others to do multiple sits in 
solidarity with the first. Another tactic that was 
unrealistic due to time constraints was creat- 
ing more elaborate webbing and hanging tech- 
niques. There was also the option of blockading 
all the roads leading to the sit, which could have 
cost the loggers a fair amount of time. 

As many people express dissatisfaction with 
the lack of action taking place in the EF! move- 
ment, we hope that this can act as a catalyst for 
actions that see no end! As we approach the 
planned Springtime resistance to 1-69 and then 
slide into the Summer Rendezvous and defense 
of the Buckeye Forest, let's start communicating 
and plotting safely amongst our affinity groups 
ways to navigate through this mess of cata- 
strophic destruction. We hope our first attempt 
at defending this beautiful heartthrob forest 
helps spark conversation about increased action 
in the EF! movement! 

These thoughts, plots and dreams were communi- 
cated by a transient forest fairie friend that has no 
home except for the hearts of many! They anxiously 
await getting their wings dirty in B-town again. 
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by Saving Iceland 

On September 12, people in South 
Africa, Iceland, Trinidad, Denmark, 
the US, Holland and the UK took 
action for the Global Day of Ac- 
tion Against Heavy Industry. This 
marked the first coordinated event 
of a new and growing global move- 
ment that began at the 2007 Saving 
Iceland protest camp in Olfus, Ice- 
land. The common target of these 
protests was the aluminum indus- 
try, in particular the corporations 
Rio Tinto Alcan and Alcoa. 

September 12 was chosen because 
it marks the first anniver- 
sary of a historic action 
in Trinidad against Alcoa 
that forced Prime Min- 
ister Patrick Manning to 
drop his aluminum min- 
ing plans. In 2006, more 
than 80 locals threw 
themselves in front of the 
machinery of engineering 
company Trintoplan and 
its heavily armed police 
escorts. This year, there 
was a gathering near 
Trinidad and Tobago's 
San Fernando High Court 
in remembrance of that action. 

"September 12, 2006, was the day 
that activists confronted tractors and 
police on Foodcrop Road, and this 
day will forever live in the hearts 
and minds of activists in Trinidad 
and Tobago as a crucial moment of 
our fight for environmental and so- 
cial justice," said Attillah Springer of 
the Rights Action Group. 

Meanwhile, Trinidadian lawyers 
were regrouping for a legal battle 
against the Environmental Manage- 
ment Authority (EMA) — represent- 
ing heavy industry — that will be 
pivotal in the island’s path of devel- 
opment. On July 31, a federal judge 
refused to dismiss a lawsuit against 
the EMA, and the case is ongoing. 

In South Africa, 250 people marched 
on Alcan's Johannesburg headquar- 
ters to protest the company's prefer- 
ential energy treatment in a country 
where 30 percent of the population 
has no access to electricity. Alcan is to 
be provided with coal- and nuclear- 
powered energy for a new smelter in 


the Eastern Cape — a smelter that will 
consume as much electricity as half 
of the city of Cape Town — at some of 
the lowest prices in the world. Protest- 
ers blocked the entrance of the Alcan 
headquarters for 90 minutes, allowing 
no one to come or go. 

In Iceland — despite terrible winds 
and rain — people visited the Min- 
ister for Environment, Thorunn 
Sveinbjarnardottir, at her home for 
breakfast. Activists had a friendly 
chat with her and gave her a let- 
ter asking her to clear up her seem- 
ingly contradictory green opinions. 
Sveinbjarnardottir keeps saying 


that she opposes new smelters, but 
in fact is pushing through plans for 
five new smelters in Iceland! 

Xhe Icelandic government is trying 
to rush through the construction of 
numerous new and expanded alu- 
minum smelters. These hydro- and 
geothermal-powered heavy indus- 
try projects have been condemned 
by environmental scientists and 
activists. Three dam reservoirs are 
planned along the Thjorsa River to 
power a new Alcoa smelter or an ex- 
pansion of the Alcan plant in Haf- 
narfjordur (which was rejected by a 
local referendum). 

On the day of action, protesters also 
gathered along the Thjorsa River and 
at government offices in Reykjavik. 

"This destruction is only based on 
the greed of Landsvirkjun [the na- 
tional power company] and has no 
economic logic," said Saving Iceland 
activist Siggi Hardarson. "We are here 
to show support for the local farmers 
who are fighting against Landsvirkjun 
to defend their land and our land.” 


In Denmark, 50 people marched 
along the roads of Copenhagen with 
a banner that read, "Global Struggle 
Against Heavy Industry," pausing for 
a surprise en-route confetti and ban- 
ner drop that proudly read, "Queers 
Against Heavy Industry." There, they 
heard a talk about the aluminum in- 
dustry globally, before proceeding to 
the Icelandic embassy and Green- 
land's Representation Office, where 
they heard talks by an Icelander about 
the situation in that country. A talk 
was also given about the situation 
in Greenland — where Alcoa is in the 
planning stages of a smelter project. 

A protest was also held 
in northeastern England, 
at Alcan's Pharmaceuti- 
cal Packaging Facility in 
Cramlington. Additional 
protests took place at the 
coal-fired power station at 
Lynemouth. 

"The population of Ice- 
land is roughly the same 
as that of Newcastle — we 
felt we had to come and 
show some solidarity with 
13 this little country that 
is trying its best to fight 
in its comer against the 
newly ferocious aluminum corpora- 
tions," said Mark, a protester. "North- 
eastern England is slowly becoming a 
showcase of new, clean energies — we 
are well placed to spot it when the 
language of 'greenwash' is used to 
present terribly destructive and stu- 
pid developments as 'clean' eriergy. It 
has to be stopped, for all our sakes." 

In Holland, a solidarity message 
appeared along the train tracks 
near Arnhem. The phrases "Save 
the last wilderness of Europe" and 
"savingiceland.org" were spray- 
painted on a part of the concrete 
palisade of the "Betuwelijn," a 
controversial mega-infrastructural 
project that connects the Nether- 
lands with Germany and has seen 
heavy opposition from Groen- 
Front! (Netherlands EF!). 

In New York, a lively and loud bunch 
gathered outside of Alcoa's New York 
headquarters, making a nuisance of 
themselves and giving the aluminum 
industry's most greenwashing mem- 
ber a much-needed image tarnishing. 


Ecowarriors attempted to storm the 
Alcoa offices and do an office occupa- 
tion and banner drop from the third 
story terrace roof. 

In India, a small victory was 
achieved when the Supreme Court 
allowed its Central Empowered Com- 
mittee (CEC) on forestry issues to 
provide input on a study of bauxite 
mining's impacts on tribal peoples and 
ecology in the Nyamgiri Hills. Three 
years ago, the CEC condemned Brit- 
ish mining company Vedanta for its 
plans to mine the hills and for violat- 
ing numerous forest protection laws 
in constructing its Lanjigarh smelter. 
The smelter, while nearly finished, 
is still completely illegal — much like 
Alcoa's Reydarfjordur smelter in Ice- 
land, which had its failed Environ- 
mental Assessment Report and court 
condemnation brushed aside by the 
government. 

In western Australia, residents 
have acquired the support of US 
Attorney Erin Brockovitch in a 
legal battle against Alcoa. The 
corporation intends to double 
the output of its operations in 
the region, whilst residents of 
the nearby town of Yarloop are 
demanding that Alcoa relocate 
them. Residents claim that they 
are "living in a toxic bubble" and 
that their health has dramatically 
suffered due to Alcoa's work. 

We leave you with the words of 
Attillah Springer from Trinidad, 
writing one year ago after the Bat- 
tle of Foodcrop Road: "This is only 
the beginning of the struggle. We 
stand firm with the communities as 
they continue to agitate for change 
in Trinidad and Tobago — change 
in how the government treats the 
people, change in how we treat our 
natural resources, change in how 
we relate to the environment." 

It's an uphill struggle, but we are 
committed to it and continue to 
believe that we are not putting our 
asses on the line in vain. 

For more information, visit www. 
savingiceland.org. 

Saving Iceland is a ruxompromise, 
grassroots direct-action campaign network 
out to stop the industrialization of Iceland, 
large dams and heavy industry in general. 

The artwork above is by Lone Wolf Cades. 



Trinidadians protesting Alcoa in 2006 


Blue Ridge EF! Fights Off Wal-Mart 


continued from page 1 

As such, the corporations said, they should 
not be subjected to the regulations of Ordi- 
nance 1450. The Board of Zoning Appeals 
agreed, ruling that the council's application of 
the new rule did indeed amount to retroactive 
legislation unfair to the real-estate barons. So 
now, BURG is suing the developers, the town 
of Blacksburg is suing the developers and Blue 
Ridge Earth First! (BREF!) has hit the scene to 
spice things up a bit. 

BURG and the town of Blacksburg have a 
very good case, mostly because Llamas and 
Fairmount's case is so poorly founded. A certain 
degree of actual physical work must be done 
on a project before it's legally granted "vested 
rights" to ignore new legislation and continue 
as planned — at least, a good deal more work is 
required than the pseudo-submission of possible 
floor-plans. Of course, even if the court does rule 
that that crazy nut Stosser and her crew somehow 



have the right to 
tear up Mother 
Earth and poi- 
son our com- 
munity with a 
"cultural cen- 
ter" of desperate 
consumerism, ! 

we know better! 

That's why, at Site of the home demo 

the end of the first ever gathering of BREF!, we 
paid a visit to Miss Jeannie's home. 

BREF! formed this past Summer to add a direct- 
action element to the fight against Dominion Re- 
sources' proposed coal-fired power plant in Wise 
County, Virginia. However, just because Wal-Mart 
may not be a coal plant doesn't mean we are go- 
ing to sit back and let it ruin Blacksburg! 

On the afternoon of the Autumn Equinox, 
September 23, about 20 Earth Firstlers arrived 
at our craziest local developer's house just to 


make sure she was getting the message that we 
don't want a Wal-Mart in our town. In a mat- 
ter of 15 minutes, our merry band decorated 
her house, car, garage, roof and yard with an 
angry army of yellow frowny faces — resem- 
bling the well-known Wal-Mart logo — and a 
few choice signs that read, "Hey Jeannie, the 
people don't want it!," "Your profit hurts our 
community," and "No Wal-Mart." The action 
added a nice "oomph" to the recent waves of 
Jeannie Stosser "Wanted" posters appearing 
around town. 

Currently, lawyers for BURG and the town 
are preparing to face off against Stosser and 
company in court. In the meantime, BREF! is 
enjoying the onset of Autumn in Appalachia, 
and an angry army of yellow frowny faces are 
preparing for Halloween festivities. Jeannie 
Stosser always has been an asshole, always. 

Minstrel is gathering Chestnuts in southwest Virginia 
and humming the theme to “I dream of Jeannie. " 
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by Storm 

Many people are not aware that a 
respectably sized chunk of wild for- 
est ecosystem struggles for survival 
in northern Maine. The Maine North 
Woods comprise part of the southeast- 
ern edge of the Great North Woods, 
which stretch in an arc across the 
North American continent (mostly 
in Canada) from the Atlantic Sea- 
board to the Great Plains. The Maine 
North Woods encompass most of the 
northern half of the state and provide 
a home for rare species — including 
wolves and Canada lynx. It is the larg- 
est wild, undeveloped area east of the 
Mississippi River. 

Seattle-based Plum Creek Timber 
Co. is one of the nation's largest pri- 
vate landowners. Many people in 
the forest defense movement are de- 
pressingly familiar with Plum Creek's 
dismal forest management practices, 
as well as its propensity toward "de- 
veloping" forested wildlands into ex- 
travagant, exclusive playgrounds for 
those humans rich, white and callous 
(or clueless) enough to afford them. 

Now Plum Creek has set its sights 
on northern Maine's Moosehead 
Lake Region for another such 
resort complex. Fortunately 
for this area, Mainers are far 
from stupid and have been 
tracking these plans carefully. 

Plum Creek's first proposal, 
submitted in 2005 to the Land 
Use Regulatory Commission 
(LURC), was rejected after a 
vociferous outcry from con- 
cerned citizens. Its second, re- 
vised proposal was rescinded, 
because Plum Creek knew that 
the public wouldn't accept it. 
Finally, in April, Plum Creek 
submitted its latest proposal, claim- 
ing, "You spoke, we listened." 

The land that Plum Creek pur- 
chased in the Maine North Woods 
constitutes morethan 400,000 acres 
of forestland. At the time of pur- 
chase in 1998, the land was zoned 
for timber harvesting and cost Plum 
Creek only $200 per acre. 

Now that the logging industry is 
declining, Plum Creek seeks to rezone 
the land in order to exponentially in- 
crease its value. Plum Creek's aspira- 
tions for the Moosehead Lake Region 
include converting 20,500 acres of 
currently forested or otherwise unde- 
veloped land into housing subdivi- 
sions and commercial developments. 
Plum Creek plans to subsidize nearly 
1,000 house lots (including 236 shore- 
front lots) in the area, and develop two 
massive resorts: one at Moose Moun- 
tain and the other along Lily Bay on 
Moosehead Lake. Together, the two 
resorts would cover more than 5,000 
acres and include 1,050 "accommoda- 
tion units," which can take any form 
including more houses, condomini- 
ums, gated communities, hotels or 
motel rooms. Both resorts would in- 
clude a sprawl of atrocious commercial 
developments — such as golf courses, 
fuel stations, beauty shops, restaurants, 
cell-phone towers and clubhouses up 
to 5,000 square feet in size. 

Plum Creek is trumpeting the 
Moosehead Legacy Conservation 
Easement as part of the plan’s con- 
servation component, even though 
this easement is not part of the LURC 
application. The easement would 


sell 266,000 acres in the Moosehead 
Region to the Nature Conservancy 
and Appalachian Mountain Club 
for $35 million. Plum Creek would 
also donate the development rights 
of 90,000 more acres to the Forest 
Society of Maine. Plum Creek does 
not hide the fact that this deal de- 
pends upon LURC's approval of the 
Concept Plan. But in the Mooseh- 
ead Legacy Conservation Easement, 
Plum Creek reserves the right to 
build wind turbines and to remove 
water for commercial water bottling 
(curiously, Phillip Ahrens, board 
member and attorney for the Nature 
Conservancy, is also the attorney for 
Nestle, a major water privatizer). 

Plum Creek's actions reek of 
cronyism and corruption. Maine 
boasts the only breeding popula- 
tion of Canada lynx — a federally 
listed threatened species — in the 
eastern US, and most of the North 
Woods contain prime lynx habitat. 
In November 2005, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) proposed 
that 10,633 square miles of north- 
ern Maine — about one third of the 
entire state — be designated as criti- 
cal habitat for this elusive wildcat 


(about 8,000 more square miles in 
the western US are also included in 
that proposal). Plum Creek's hold- 
ings in Maine include about 851 
square miles of the proposed habitat 
area, including all of the company's 
lands around Moosehead Lake. 

Between April and October 2006, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Inte- 
rior Julie MacDonald met three times 
with Plum Creek executives. One of 
these meetings was arranged by and 
included both of Maine's senators, af- 
ter Governor John Baldacci petitioned 
to them for help. Baldacci's administra- 
tion is opposed to lynx habitat protec- 
tion — perhaps because Plum Creek's 
lead council, one Severin Beliveau, is 
a major donor to Maine's Democratic 
Party and meets with Baldacci weekly. 
The two men have been known to go 
golfing together at a camp owned by 
Beliveau (one can only imagine the 
topics of conversation between those 
holes, so to speak). 

In November 2006, the FWS an- 
nounced a final critical habitat 
map that completely excludes all 
the land in Maine. Wildlife officials 
stated flatly that Maine was exclud- 
ed because of the desire to cooper- 
ate with landowners rather than 
impose another layer of regulation. 

But there is some good news in all 
of this: In March, an investigation by 
the Office of Inspector General con- 
cluded that MacDonald had been 
bullying scientists into reshaping sci- 
entific conclusions to suit industry, 
and that she violated federal rules by 
disclosing confidential information 


about endangered species to industry 
sources. MacDonald resigned in May. 
In July, the FWS announced that it 
will review and possibly change the 
final rule on lynx habitat, as well as 
that of seven other endangered spe- 
cies decisions, because of MacDon- 
ald's political interference. 

Resistance to Plum Creek's Mooseh- 
ead Lake scam is adamant and vocal. 
Since the first proposal was announced 
in 2005, Plum Creek has sustained 
vandalisms to its offices as well as to 
the homes of its officials. One office 
was broken into, and logging and 
other equipment has been sabotaged. 
When LURC conducted "scoping ses- 
sions" to solicit public input regard- 
ing the first proposal, Maine residents 
turned out en masse to register their 
outrage, including one individual 
who threw mud and dirty water to 
symbolize the impact on watersheds. 
According to the local paper, Plum 
Creek's regional general manager had 
his tires slashed while he was inside at 
one of these meetings. 

As of this Autumn, resisters are gear- 
ing up for the public hearing process, 
in which LURC will either reject or 
accept Plum Creek's zoning request. 
If LURC approves the rezoning, 
one can expect that resistance 
will only escalate, and there 
are many angry rural folks who 
Plum Creek will have to ma- 
neuver past. Maine Earth First! 
and Native Forest Network 
„ (NFN)-Gulf of Maine have been 
| organizing many people to par- 
| ticipate in these hearings. NFN- 
t Gulf of Maine is participating 
tin the hearing process as an 
” "intervener," which allows it to 
bring in expert witnesses and to 
cross-examine other witnesses. 
About 30 other groups are interven- 
ing as well. 

Rising Tide North America is allying 
itself with local resisters against Plum 
Creek, bringing into the debate the 
(largely overlooked) fact that ecosys- 
tem destruction and so-called "devel- 
opment" imparts direct, immediate 
and decidedly detrimental impacts to 
regional and global climate stability'. 
Such arguments have yet to be tested 
in court but are (and should be) a criti- 
cal issue in land-use debates the world 
over. Plum Creek's response to climate 
change references has been to relegate 
them to the status of "irrelevance" — 
claiming that such inferences are an 
opportunistic maneuver on the part of 
environmentalists to capitalize on the 
"global warming fervor" that seems to 
be gripping the public. 

One of the greatest contributions that 
the people of Maine can make to the 
global fight to mitigate and survive an- 
thropogenic climate change is to keep 
intact — and then work to restore — the 
Maine North Woods complex. 

Issues such as climate change, wa- 
ter quality and testimonies from peo- 
ple outside Maine regarding Plum 
Creek's equally egregious land-use 
policies in other states — along with 
the possible precedents set when rul- 
ings are handed down — make this 
an issue that extends far beyond the 
borders of the state of Maine. 

For more information, con- 
tact Maine EF!, maineef@yahoo. 
com; nfnmaine@yahoo.com; www. 
mooseheadfutures.com; www.nrcm. 
org; www.dontbuysfi.com. 
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MEND Declares War 

The Movement for the Eman- 
cipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) recently declared "full- 
scale war" against oil companies 
and the Nigerian government. 
MEND is a militant indigenous 
people's movement dedicated 
to armed struggle against the ex- 
ploitation and oppression of the 
people of the Niger Delta as well 
as against the degradation of the 
environment by foreign multi- 
national oil corporations and the 
government of Nigeria. 

Already, MEND has destroyed 
nearly 25 percent of Nigeria's oil 
extraction capacity, pushing up 
gas prices worldwide. 

On September 3, Henry 
Okah, a quiet player in the 
struggle who is aligned with 
the indigenous people of the 
Niger Delta, was arrested in 
Angola in a frame-up charg- 
ing him with sponsoring a 
failed coup attempt in Equato- 
rial Guinea. Later that month, 
MEND commander Jomo Gbo- 
mo's arrest was falsely reported 
by the Nigerian Government. 

In response, MEND stated 
that it is "committed to the 
fight for justice and, ultimately, 
the emancipation of the people 
of the Niger Delta. We will not 
sit back and allow our birthright 
to be exchanged for a bowl of 
porridge.... From midnight to- 
day, September 23, we will com- 
mence attacks on installations 
and abductions of expatriates." 

Nuclear Cooling Tower 
Collapses 

Part of a 35-year-old cool- 
ing tower at the Vermont Yan- 
kee nuclear plant collapsed on 
August 21. The plant, located 
in Burlington, Vermont, was 
inspected this past Spring and 
deemed to be in good condi- 
tion. After the incident, the 
plant's operator, Entergy Nu- 
clear, refused to shut down the 
affected reactor, preferring to 
cut its power by 50 percent. 

A 20-year license extension 
has been requested for the 
plant, without which it must 
cease operations by 2012. 


Study: Crash to Happen 
in 2012 

Based on more accurate data on 
the levels of petroleum reserves 
remaining in various nations, it 
appears that oil production will 
be able to meet only about three- 
quarters of consumer demand 
within just five years. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia re- 
cently revealed that their larg- 
est oil fields contain only about 
half as much oil as previously 
estimated. 

The International Energy 
Agency released a report in 
September claiming that "the 
world’s industrial civilization 
will soon be facing unprece- 
dented shortages and massive 
price rises." Oil companies 
are blaming production prob- 
lems, political strife and a 
lack of investment for the 
projection. 



A Canadian lynx at night 
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Charged With “Mis’chief” 


by Kahentinetha Horn 


'Mohawk 

‘Resistance 


Vermonters Lock Down to Save Green Space 


i ^ ^ 

The garden, before the cops came in density" development, truck stops, 
young man from Georgia just a electronic weapon. Now, they are us- fast food restaurants and gas sta- 
few weeks ago. They claim that ing Tasers for scenarios in which they tions are an inappropriate use of 
Tasers are noninjurious, yet this would not have used violence in the the community space. They can 
does not consider the mental and past. The use of Tasers for pain com- be contacted at (603) 352-0001 
emotional trauma to the victims, pliance against nonviolent protesters and (603) 357-3115. 
the witnesses, or the police who is a dangerous precedent and creates Otherwise, come to the Green 
administer the electric shock. a chilling effect on free speech. Mountains to defend this hopeful 

Tasers were initially marketed as The cops maliciously threw our oasis amid the industrial nightmare 
an alternative to lethal force. Rather personal belongings in a dumpster, of the Northeast! 
than killing a subject, the police stole and damaged items, lied to Slug believes there is a great distur- 
could incapacitate them with an us, threatened us and tortured us bonce in the Force. 


EARTH FIRST! 



BLAST FROM THE PAST 

FROM EFJ! SAMHAM 1999 

BLURS UP THE MTE 

AT HIGHWAY 



by the Big Woods Earth First! 

Media Collective 

On September 25, more than 400 
people gathered for a march and 
rally sponsored by the North-South 
55 Alliance to protest the destruc- 
tion of Minnehaha Park and sacred 
land on the south side and the de- 
struction of affordable housing on 
the north side of Minneapolis. 

At City Hall more than 800 
people listened to speakers, sing- 
ers and poets, and watched street 
theater protesting the behavior 
of city officials who turn deaf 
ears and blind eyes to the needs 
and demands of our vibrant com- 
munities. During the rally, Earth 
First! activists scaled a parking 
garage and hung a huge banner 
that said, "Homes Not Roads: 
Stop the 55 Reroute" with a big 
anarchy symbol on it. After dan- 
gling from ropes for about an 
hour, all the activists escaped 
without arrest. 

We then marched the remainder 
of the nine miles to the site of the 
Four Oaks Spiritual Encampment 
for a Dakota pipe ceremony and a 
community potluck feast. It was a 
beautiful day, and the event laid the 
groundwork for the events of the 
coming week. 

During the early morning hours 
of September 27, several activists 
protesting the reroute of Highway 
55 in south Minneapolis set up a 
tripod and locked down over the 
Minnehaha Creek bridge. Two 
people U-locked to the tripod, 
one at the top and one at the 
base. A treesit in a 300-year-old 
cottonwood tree located next to 



the bridge along the banks of th^ 
creek has been ongoing for the 
past two months. 

For the next 14 hours, the bridge 
was closed — forcing the police to 
reroute all traffic around the site. 
A 15-block section was closed to 
through traffic during the after- 
noon rush. Construction activity 
continued and dump trucks drove 
in and out of the site until one 
truck was blocked by activists who 
locked onto its front bumper. News- 
paper journalists and television 
crews were at the scene throughout 
the day. 

At approximately 4:30 p.m., state 
and city police began to set up a 
line with yellow tape and parked 
squad cars. As news helicopters 
circled overhead, 400 people from 
the neighborhood and community 
watched while police attempted to 
move the crowd back away from 
the tripod and the cottonwood. A 
few people flattened squad tires 
and a couple of nuns from a nearby 
church placed bumper stickers on 
the squad cars and began to sing 
"We Shall Overcome.” 

At 6:30, after the evening news- 
cast was finished, police officers 
and fire department personnel set 
up a blue curtain around the tri- 
pod. Thirty minutes later, activists 
were removed by using the jaws of 
life. Once broken free and checked, 
both were immediately handcuffed 
and taken into custody. At 7:00, 
while seven people were occupying 
the cottonwood — one clinging to a 
traverse line — a tree-cutting crew in 
a raised cherry-picker bucket began 
to cut whole limbs and branches 
over the roadway to scare the treesit- 
ters down. Outraged, the entire 
crowd began to storm the police 
lines only to be pushed back, 
causing nine arrests, including 
one for throwing eggs. 

The traverse line was cut, 
leaving the cottonwood sit- 
ters in a life-threatening situ- 
ation. The police claimed that 
cutting was necessary in or- 
der to make it easier to bring 
a bucket or ladder truck up 
to the height of the protest- 
ers. While the police were do- 
ing this, one of the protesters 
jumped down on the raised 
arm of the cherry picker, caus- 
ing it to fall. He then locked 
to it. Another swung down 
from the tree, but fell 15 feet 
and was immediately taken to 
the hospital. Luckily, no seri- 
ous injuries occurred. 

By 10 p.m., only four peo- 
ple were left up in the tree. 
Seven state patrol cars parked 
right below it for the night. 
In all, 1 7 people were arrested 
that day. A candlelight vigil 
was set up, and many people 
stayed, holding signs and can- 
dles. The crowd on the bridge 
ranged from 10 to 50 people 
throughout the following 
days. On September 30, two 
of the four treesitters decided 
to come down to save food 
and water for the remaining 
two. A large crowd showed 


up to witness this. On October 2, 
one more treesitter came down 
because of extremely cold nights 
and only enough blankets for one 
in the tree. 

As things stand, one person is still 
occupying the tree and folks are still 
holding signs and chanting, while 
state troopers sit right across the 
road waging their war of attrition, 
denying the sitter the vital support, 
visits and love she needs. There is 
enough food and water in the tree 
for six weeks, but not enough blan- 
kets or warm clothes to withstand 
the cold Minnesota nights. 

At a different site on Septem- 
ber 28, 13 students involved with 
the Student Coalition Against the 
Reroute (SCAR) entered the front 
lobby of the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Transportation (MNDOT) 
and, using lockboxes and U-locks, 
occupied the building for several 
hours. This action, coming right 
on the heels of the tripod/road 
blockade and carried out by people 
who did not live at the encamp- 
ment, surprised the MNDOT. 

For the rest of this article, see EF!J 
November-December 1999. Back issues 
of the EF! Journal are availible for 55 
each. Order our near-complete, 27-year 
set for $ 500. 


ELF STRIKES 
AT 

HIGHWAY S3 

by the Earth Liberation Front 

We are claiming responsibility for 
the second attack upon CS McRos- 
san's machinery. In the early morn- 
ing hours of October 3, [1999,] the 
Earth Liberation Front entered the 
construction site on Highway 55 in 
Minneapolis. Machines that were 
found with accessible holes had 
sand poured into the oil or were 
drained. Three machines had hoses 
and wires cut before the elves es- 
caped into the night. This follows 
an attack earlier in the week on Sep- 
tember 27, when a visit was paid 
to CS McRossan's offices in Maple 
Grove, where we slashed conveyor 
belts and damaged machinery. 

We see Highway 55 as symbolic of 
the larger system that is strangling 
us of air and water. The NAFTA su- 
perhighway and the roads into the 
forests are all a symptom of the sick 
capitalist system that puts profits 
before people or ecosystems. As 
long as the trees continue to fall, so 
will the profits made off this proj- 
ect. This is just the beginning of a 
new level of battling against High- 
way 55 and car culture. We urge the 
elves of the world to unite against 
the profit-hauling infrastructures 
around the globe. Target machines, 
offices and equipment used to build 
roads. We are everywhere, and we 
are watching. We will be back. 
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Northwestern Forests to 
Face a Spike in Logging 

Federal logging in Oregon and 
Washington national forests is 
planned to increase to levels not 
seen since the late 1980s, due to 
a surge in funding from the Bush 
Administration. As a result of a 
lawsuit filed by the timber indus- 
try, the administration is com- 
mitted to nearly doubling the 
timber budget in the Northwest. 

Federal timber sales require 
lengthy environmental reviews 
before they can be auctioned. 
With elections looming and no 
guarantee that more sales will 
be approved, timber companies 
are rushing to cut forests that 
have undergone this process, 
while the US Forest Service is 
hurrying to schedule the sale of 
more units. 

The cash influx cannot be 
used to maintain deteriorating 
roads, which are currently pol- 
luting streams and preventing 
people from accessing trailheads 
and campgrounds. 

Mexican Gray Wolf Re- 
covery Reevaluated 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) announced on August 7 that 
the Mexican gray wolf recovery 
program is, thus far, a failure. The 
program's goal was to have at least 
102 wolves roaming the Southwest 
by 2006. Instead, there are fewer 
than 56. 

The failure of this program 
is largely blamed on federal 
agents, who have killed or per- 
manently removed 53 wolves 
from the program since 1998. 

To date, three wolves have been 
killed by agents in 2007. 

The FWS is proposing new rules 
that would allow wolves to roam 
outside the designated recovery 
area, directly reintroduce wolves 
into New Mexico and change 
the current definitions of "prob- 
lem" and "nuisance" wolves to 
exclude those who scavenge on 
dead cattle. 

Oil Wells Prevented in 
Peruvian Amazon 

Achuar indigenous communi- . 
ties in northern Peru have suc- 
cessfully blocked 39 new oil wells 
from being drilled on their land, 
according to a statement released 
on August 29. The Achuar have 
been concerned about pollution 
and other impacts of oil drilling in 
the area. 

Occidental Petroleum held 
the oil rights to this region until 
2000, drilling for nearly 30 years 
and dumping almost one mil- 
lion barrels of toxic wastewater 
each day — poisoning the tropi- 
cal rainforest and Achuar com- 
munities. Pluspetrol purchased 
the oil rights to the area seven 
years ago. 

During their history of resis- 
tance to oil, the Achuar have 
held many protests to defend 
their land. At one point, nearly 
800 Achuar women and men 
shut down one of Peru's largest 
oil facilities for two weeks. 

On August 20, an agreement 
was made between an Achuar 
organization and the Peruvian 
government making it illegal 
to drill in the area without 
Achuar consent. 
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There Are No SAFE SPACES 

on a Dead Planet 

or, “Hey Crust-Punk, Which Species Is 
That Tree You’re Pissing On?” 


by The Radikal Weatherman 

So there we were in southern In- 
diana — at the 27th Annual Round 
River Rendezvous (RRR) and the 
first ever on private land (thanks 
again, John!) — swimming, canoe- 
ing, fishing, sunning (and burn- 
ing) in an envelope of heat and 
humidity that could have been 
considerably worse than it was 
for this bioregion in early July. 
The RRR was preceded by an EF! 
Trans and Wimmin's Action Camp 
(TWAC), which I hear went quite 
well and helped set the stage for 
many of the ensuing discussions 
at workshops such as Challenging 
Oppression Within EF! (COW), 
indigenous solidarity, a People of 
Color caucus, ecofeminism, the 
Warrior Poets' Society meeting, 
the history arid philosophy of EF! 
and the future of EF!. Throughout 
all of this, some stark and legiti- 
mate concerns that had been sim- 
mering for some time finally, and 
fortunately, came to the surface to 
be collectively addressed by those 
who attended the TWAC and the 
RRR. Hopefully, the debates that 
arose will continue to be addressed 
by all in the worldwide movement. 
We learned a lot at this RRR. 

We learned the difference between 
"leaders" and "bosses." Leaders are 
doers and shakers who inspire and 
motivate others to do and shake, 
leading by example and not rheto- 
ric or attitude. "Bosses" appropri- 
. ate control and hoard it, expecting 
others around them to do their bid- 
ding because of some over-inflated 
and ill-conceived sense of personal 
entitlement that they themselves 
are usually too ignorant and self- 
absorbed to recognize. Bosses take 
power through manipulation, coer- 
cion and violence. This movement 
has seen its share of "bosses" over 
the years — illustrating the need for 
each and every one of us to check 
our own behaviors while growing 
into the role of vampire slayers 
(some vampires directly work for 
the Man; others just do the Man's 
work for him). 

Leaders do not appropriate sta- 
tus, but rather are granted such by 
the tribe — a truly anarchistic (and 
ancient) process exquisitely exem- 
plified by most of the world's indig- 
enous cultures. EF! is in danger of 
becoming leaderless, which could 
lead to our dissolution as quickly as 
anything else. Anybody and every- 
body can (and should) be a leader. 
Down with bosses! 

We also learned, and not for the 
first time, that everyone has a right 
to be safe in our circles. Everyone's 


boundaries and feelings are sacred 
and should be treated thus. There is 
no place in our circles for coercion, 
intimidation, threats, force or vio- 
lence. These approaches are the way 
of our enemies. They are intrinsically 
counterrevolutionary and therefore 
have no place in our community. It 
is a tragic fact that there are those 
who, when finally confronted with 
the knowledge that this movement 
will no longer tolerate such inter- 
personal fascism, chose to leave our 
circles rather than to evolve beyond 
the protracted and abusive adoles- 
cence (born of extreme privilege) 
they indulge in. Tragic not because 
they left, but because they did not 
want to change. 

We also reaffirmed the need to 
create safe spaces for all beings who 
work for the Earth, Life, Freedom 
and Justice, regardless of their back- 
grounds, orientations, persuasions 
and identities. To many privileged, 
white heterosexual males (and the 
patriarchy-identified females who 
hover around them), the idea of 
identity politics makes little sense 
and is viewed as distractive to 
the work at hand. Well, that's too 
damned convenient an attitude. 
EF! — and many an £F!er — has made 
mistakes in the past that have seri- 
ously defamed our reputation. This 
effect has been a delight for — and of 
considerable use to — our many and 
varied enemies. We can no longer 
afford such short-sightedness. 

As for those privileged ones who 
care not for the Earth or life or 
anything or anybody outside their 
own personal pleasures, to hell 
with them: I have no sympathy or 
compassion for them, and may the 
coming Apocalypse roast them. 

We learned, maybe for the first 
time, that we cannot necessarily 
expect those revolutionaries who 
are distinctly underprivileged and 
significantly more disenfranchised 
to "join" our campaigns and gather- 
ings. A number of them have told us 
before: Fight capitalism, work on is- 
sues near and dear to you, and work 
actively to confront and root out rac- 
ism, sexism, homophobia, ablism, 
transphobia and xenophobia from 
your communities. In other words, 
"Keep doing what you're doing!" 
If we are lucky they come for brief 
times, providing a priceless opportu- 
nity for skill-sharing, cross-cultural 
exchange and alliance-building (this 
has already happened on a number 
of occasions). 

So instead of asking them to join 
us, we make the effort to join them, 
however briefly, in active shows 
of support and solidarity for their 
struggles, which are often desperate 


and survival-based. There are some 
longer-term EF!ers who deem these 
efforts a "distraction" to the "real" 
work of defending' ecosystems and 
animals — as if the struggle for wil- 
derness and biodiversity ought to 
be (or even can be) separated from 
other liberation struggles. Remem- 
ber that our enemies and theirs are 
generally one and the same and 


that as long as our efforts are kept 
distant and disparate from those of 
our underprivileged allies, we are all 
that much easier to destroy. 

We also learned, perhaps for the 
first time (or perhaps not), that 
many people in EF! circles are ei- 
ther continuing to straggle for the 
Earth in ways that are not what they 
"used" to do, or even in ways similar 
to what they used to do except that 
they just don't make it to our gath- 
erings anymore. They're still fight- 
ing: farming and/or restoring land, 
conducting field research, teach- 
ing, working in the so-called "Third 
World." Earth First! has grown con- 
siderably more sophisticated since 
its inception at the end of the 1970s. 
What began as a few enclaves of 
raucous, wilderness-loving, beer- 
drinking, weed-smoking monkey- 
wrenchers and treespikers scattered 
across the western US has since 
spread around the globe to include 
many people working both within 
and outside the "system," utilizing 
diverse tactics and approaches that 
have continually stymied those who 
would profit from the pillage and 
plunder of the Earth and all life. In 
short, we learned that "Earth First!" 
is a way of thinking, believing, living 
and doing — not a particular group of 
people, activities, tactics or a series of 


events or gatherings where one's vis- 
ibility makes one more "real" in the 
eyes of the movement. The move- 
ment is much larger, more diverse 
and more sophisticated than any of 
us can comprehend. 1 only hope that 
learning these lessons isn't a case of 
too little, too late. 

Some EFiers don't come back 
because they are pregnant, rais- 
ing children, aging, 
sick, in legal trouble of 
some sort or so burned 
out that they have no 
strength or enthusiasm 
left. This is a testimony 
to the fact that we, 
thus far, have failed as 
a tribe. We are as yet 
unable to take care of 
our elders, children (in- 
cluding young adults 
who have children), 
sick, fatigued, discour- 
aged, incarcerated and 
fugitives. This worries 
me, and not just be- 
cause I can feel myself 
teetering into a few of 
these categories. 

Many of the people 
coming into EF! nowar 
days do so with their feet 
planted firmly in urban 
street battles for social 
justice, while living fully 
in squat, train, and bicycle culture — 
but with relatively little foreknowl- 
edge of ecological issues, biocentrism 
and ecocentrism (except for perhaps 
community gardens, nukes and pol- 
lution). This is not a problem in and 
of itself. We all started from scratch 
somewhere along the line and grew 
into this over time. But they need to 
learn, just as we did. Revolutionary 
activism amongst the middle class 
gained considerable momentum in 
Europe, Australia and North America 
during the course of the 1990s — and 
Earth First! was a significant factor 
behind that resurgence. Many urban 
anarchos and others found out about 
EF! in places like the Democratic Na- 
tional Conventions in Chicago in 
1996 and Los Angeles in 2000, and 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
meetings in Seattle in 1999. These in- 
teractions led them to our gatherings 
and encampments — where many of 
them went on to do great work as 
biocentric or ecocentric direct action 
activists. Others went back to more 
humanistic social justice work, but 
with a heightened sense of ecological 
awareness. 

When EF! took the time to peri- 
odically leave the forests, mountains, 
deserts, canyons and prairies to join 
in solidarity with many (often poor- 
er) peoples on the battlegrounds of 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A liberation now, do- 
it-yourself wolf to Oliver 
the capuchin monkey, who 

escaped from his cage at a zoo in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, twice in only two weeks. The nine- 
year-old monkey first escaped on July 31, after 
picking the simple lock on his prison, and man- 
aged to evade capture for six days. On August 
10, the zoo bought a new lock. Three days later, 
it was found lying on the ground and Oliver 
was gone. 

When Oliver was spotted 4.5 miles away the 
next day, zoo manager Kirk Nemechek unsuc- 
cessfully tried to coax him in with treats. 

"He wasn't ready to give up," Nemechek said. 
"Seven or eight police officers and five or six of 
our staff surrounded him, and we nabbed him." 

The zoo has placed titanium locks on Oliver's 
cage and is now capitalizing on his untamed 
spirit by selling T-shirts about his escape. 

A "US out of North America" wolf to the 
wild turkey in Blaine, Minnesota, who refuses 
to take any shit from humans. 

Local resident Dorala Christensen recounted 
that she saw the bird peck at the tires of a car 
after it honked at him. "They yelled at him out 
the window. That made him mad." 

The turkey also charged a school bus and 
trapped a police officer in his squad car, leading 
the distressed cop to call for backup. "The tur- 
key was coming after him," Police Chief Dave 
Johnson said. "He turned the siren on and said 
the bird wouldn't scare away. Before he could 
get out, the turkey was pecking at his car." All 
attempts by animal control to capture the bird 
have failed. 

Wild turkeys are native to North America. They 
were extirpated from Minnesota in the 1800s 
and reintroduced in the 1970s. 

A "putting the 'solid' back in solidarity" 
wolf to the Leon Czolgosz Autonomous and 


Destructive Forces, which claimed responsibil- 
ity for the July 15 bombing of the British Embassy 
in Santiago, Chile. The explosion damaged the 
building's front windows. 

The action came in response to the UK's con- 
tinued involvement in the occupation of Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other sovereign territories. 
"[This action] represents our armed solidarity 
with the anti-imperialist resistance that fights 
the cowardly occupying armies... where capital 
seeks to bury its claws," the communique read. 

The statement referred to occupying British 
troops as "criminals that assassinate and torture, 
sent and supported by the 
rotten monarchy led by the 
Elizabethan corpse, which 
still breathes for now." 

The same group claimed 
responsibility for bombing the 
Chilean National Intelligence 
Agency in 2006. 

A poodle peqing down its own leg 
to the helicopter firefighter who used 
440 gallons of radioactive water to douse a 
wildfire on the Spokane Indian Reservation in 
eastern Washington on July 2. The pilot scooped 
up the water from a uranium mine tailings pond, 
reportedly because he could not see the warning 
signs from the air. Although firefighting regula- 
tions prohibit taking water from fenced pools, 
there was no fence around the tailing pond. 

"You wouldn't anticipate an aerial breach of 
security," said Donn Moyer, a Washington De- 
partment of Health spokesperson. 

After closing in 1981, the Midnite uranium 
mine — now a Superfund site — left behind more 
than 600 million gallons of radioactive-metal- 
contaminated water. 

A 37-years-of-homework-chomping poo- 
dle to the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy (EPA) for its ongoing plans to shut down its 




nationwide library network. After 
possible budget cuts to the library 
system were announced in 2006, the EPA im- 
mediately began closing libraries and destroying 
hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of sci- 
entific journals and other documents. The ma- 
terials destroyed include studies on the health 
effects of pollutants, environmental change over 
time and the impact of human activities on the 
natural world. 

The agency claims to have put the closures on 
hold and insists that materials are being digitized, 
not discarded. But EPA employees report being or- 
dered to throw away huge quan- 
tities of irreplaceable materials 
that had not been backed up. 

In 2005, the EPA library sys- 
tem responded to more than 
134,000 reference requests and 
distributed more than 53,000 
informational materials. 

A toothless, belly-up 
poodle to the Convention 
on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Flora 
and Fauna (CITES) for approving 
a Ugandan proposal to allow the sport 
hunting of leopards. While there were an esti- 
mated 4,300 leopards in the country in 1987 and 
only 2,700 today, CITES decided to allow 28 to 
be killed each year "for the exclusive purpose of 
sport hunting for trophies and skins for personal 
use." Rich foreigners will pay $50,000 each for 
the right to kill one of the endangered cats. 

According to Sam Mwandha, executive direc- 
tor of the Uganda Wildlife Authority, killing 
leopards is a good way to conserve them. 

"Sport hunting will... generate tangible eco- 
nomic benefits that will motivate local people to 
protect them instead of regarding them as ver- 
min," he said. 


the cities, many new alliances were 
forged— partly because it allowed us 
to clear up some ugly misconcep- 
tions many people held about EF! 
Again, our enemies (coupled with 
our own foolishness) had no small 
role in spreading and perpetuat- 
ing those misconceptions. These 
solidarity actions also allowed us to 
bring the battle for the Earth and 
biodiversity, to the streets — right in 
the faces of the corporate fucks re- 
sponsible for the destruction of the 
Earth and the oppression of so many 
peoples. It allowed us to introduce 
(in cases where it wasn't already 
present) the cruciality of ecodefense 
and Earth-centered thinking and 
living into the worldviews of poor- 
er, urban peoples. And as we drifted 
into the cities and caught the eye of 
other revolutionaries, the Man was 
watching intently. 

A young womyn who frequent- 
ed EF! circles in the '90s said that 
she learned from her cousin — 
who worked for the FBI — that 
enemy intelligence was watching 
very carefully to see if we left the 
backcountry and headed into the 
cities. It is this solidarity-build- 
ing across race, class and culture 
lines that the Beast fears most. 
Anyone active during the '60s 
and '70s will tell you that COIN- 
TELPRO's focus on white radikals 
was strongest just where such al- 
liance-building work transpired. 
This EFIer's cousin stated that "as 
long as they stay in the woods, 
we're not too worried about 
them." So yes, we need to be in 
the cities — but that by no means 
says that we should leave the wil- 
derness behind. No way, no how, 
not now, not ever... never ! 


Have you noticed, too, how in- 
creasingly difficult and expensive 
long-distance travel is becoming? 
Until we all are linked with some 
sort of reliable, sustainable, alterna- 
tive-fuel transport, it may be that 
anarcho-hobos will be some of the 
only people capable of crossing the 
continent for an OC, RRR or distant 
campaign. 

But there are also some long-time 
EFlers who won't show up anymore 
because of some very legitimate con- 
cerns with the way things are go- 
ing — and we need to address this. 
They claim that after the Seattle 
WTO protests, EF! "lost its focus," 
and that many of these young urban 
kidz coming into EF! aren’t really 
staying around very long — just sort 
of drifting in and out. They also say 
that articles in the EF!J like "Trannies 
Are Taking Over" indicate a shift in 
focus away from the very essence of 
what EF! is (see EF!] January-February 
2007). Personally, I thought that ar- 
ticle was excellent, and I was able to 
feel the tongue-in-cheek facetiousness 
in the title. But I can see how such a 
title might give somebody the wrong 
impression. It is quite significant that 
when one listens to conversations 
around our fires at the Rendezvous, 
one doesn't hear as much anymore 
about wolves, grizzlies, whales, Sibe- 
rian tigers, spotted owls, Indiana bats 
or harp seals. 

Another concern raised is that 
many in this current wave of tran- 
sient urban anarcho-punks are mere- 
ly looking for a "party in the woods 
that includes free food." After the de- 
bacle that transpired at the Wyoming 
RRR in 2001 (and the black-clad kidz 
themselves are not to blame for that 
mess), it's easy to see why veteran 


EFlers would feel this way; there are 
(and always will be) some who fit this 
stereotype with disgusting congruity. 
But I keep hoping that regardless of 
why they come (whether to bring in 
"anarcho-humanist issues" or feed 
off the free food and beer that comes 
around), they will become infected 
with "that old-time Earth First! reli- 
gion." I believe it is up to both us and 
them to make that happen. We need 
to be there for them and they need 
to be willing to look, listen and learn. 
They need to be ready and willing 
to evolve, and we need to be ready 
and willing to help them — even as 
we continue evolving by learning the 
significance and relevance of social- 
justice struggles. It may take a little 
time — especially for some of them 
(and some of us). 

One young womyn came to the 
RRR in Indiana, not as an EF!er, but 
as an activist who wanted to build 
alliance and solidarity with EF!. Her 
aspiration is a laudable one! Wheth- 
er in the forest or in the streets, amid 
the plethora of ecological and so- 
cial injustices that abound and that 
we all seek to address, the ultimate 
stand is for what we stand on. The 
source of all injustice begins with 
ecological disharmony and exploita- 
tion. This is no secret to the Zapatis- 
tas, the Dine of Black Mesa, MOVE 
or the tribespeoples of what is now 
called Papua New Guinea. Without 
the Earth, we're all finished. So, let's 
bring new warriors in and old war- 
riors back. Let's see more TWACs and 
more Old Guard Gatherings, and let 
us also remember that what is not 
ecocentric is not Revolution— and is 
ultimately doomed. 

In all of our endeavors, we must 
strive to put the Earth first. This must 


include stopping oppression when- 
ever, wherever and however it oc- 
curs. Working for the Earth and life 
means ending all oppression ev- 
erywhere, securing the liberation 
of all beings. At the same time, 
let us remember the core of Earth 
Firstl's very being: the uncompro- 
mising defense of wilderness and 
biodiversity — the very source of all 
that is sacred, real and irreplace- 
able. Knowing that biodiversity 
includes humyn diversity and that 
ultimately, the wilderness will con- 
sume all the cities and pavement, 
our task — while complex — is quite 
clear. The discussions that began 
in earnest in the shadow of the 
proposed 1-69 super-fuckjob must 
continue, and they must include 
everyone who cares. 

All power to the people — all 
power to all of the people: female, 
male, both, neither, trans, queer, 
het, bi, red, black, yellow, brown, 
white, younger, elder, farmer, 
worker, teacher, student, steward, 
healer, wanderer, Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian, Pagan, Buddhist, ani- 
mist, agnostic, atheist, 2-legged, 4- 
legged, 6-legged, 8-legged, winged, 
finned, shelled, furred, feathered, 
scaled and other. 

Earth First! No Compromise! 
Now more than ever. We'll defend 
the other planets later. See you in 
South Florida.... 

The Radikal Weatherman is a 
grinning green mutant active with a 
number of critically important proj- 
ects within Earth First!, including 
COW. Sfhe/it/ze hopes the acronym 
COW changes soon because, while 
" the good old daze" may be over and 
gender-specific pronouns ain't no 
more hip, cows still suck. 
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I gave a small twig to Raven 
And twixt two stone-sharp halves 
Of his long black bill 
He gingerly took the twig 
Then with a tug it was his — 

But he gave it back to me. 


The next morning the females are at it 
One hovering at the red penstemon 
the other scolding on the tomato cage 
They glare at each other in midair 
climbing to a frightful height 
then diving at breakneck speed 
One sips nectar while the other swings like an angry 
pendulum 

Nothing has been settled 
— Steve Toth 


T^e Raven aincJ tIhe Crane 


ARME.d 
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Visions 


All RiqlHTS RESERVEd TO tIhE AUTHORS 


(Sen<J poems to: 
WarrIor Poets SociETy 
PO Box 14701 
BERksUy CA 94712) 


— Jenny McBride 


AerIaI DispUy 


Eating our oatmeal breakfast by the back door 
through the glass we see first 
the motion in the air at the autumn sage 
whoosh! stop! whoosh! stop! 

Then we see what's making it 
A female Anna's hummingbird 
is taking her breakfast sip by sip 
from the most available blossoms 


Suddenly with a chittering charge 

& bill like a lowered lance 

comes a Rufous hummingbird male 

streaking under the apple tree 

winged fire on the attack 

She slips around a purple coneflower 

with him in hot pursuit 

She makes her getaway bee-lining south 


Her mate the Anna's male 
is flying north like a shot 
aimed for the one who's been 
messing with his wife & mother of his chicks 
Flying flat out around & between the apple 
branches 

mixing sharp cuts with bursts of acceleration 
they take turns chasing each other for the rest of the 
day 

Pausing only when exhausted in the trees panting 


MoRNiNq BiRd 


Through the door I go 
To greet the day 
Become one of its parts. 

Morning unfolds from empty to boundless 

When I see the first bird 

And know they are still here 

Still finding a way to fly 

A thread to eat 

Breath to fill their feathers. 

Each first bird from sunrise 
Is a miracle of survival to me 
As riveting 

As waking to find I am still free 
On yet another dangerous morning. 


:::c!ear as cut glass 

& just as dangerous::: 


Western Tanaqer 

The body a yellow brilliance and a head 
Some orange color from a Chinese painting 
dipped in sunset by the summer gods 
who are also producing that twitchy shiver 
in the cottonwoods, less wind than river, 
where the bird you thought you saw 
was, whether you believe what you thought 
you saw or not, and then was not, had 
absconded, leaving behind the emptiness 
that hums a little in you now, and is not bad 
or sad, and only just resembles awe or fear. 
The bird is elsewhere now, and you are here. 

I 

— Robert Hass 


Then I placed the twig horizontally 
In front of the vertical slit in the fence 
And the sleek black beak 
Pushed through the gap. 

Took hold the twig. 

Turned it vertically. 

Brought it through the fence — 

And then he gave it back to me. 

Sandhill Crane trotted over. 

Curious about the commotion 
In the comer of the enclosure 
And nipped at Raven who hopped away. 
I gave die Crane the twig — 

He kept it for himself. 

I looked at Raven who was looking at me 
And we decided that the game was over. 


15 V 90 
Tracy Aviary 
Salt Lake City 


— Susan McCampbell Ring 
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by Daniel McGowan 

This is a eulogy, two years too 
late, for my friend William Rodg- 
ers — known to friends, family and 
the movement as Avalon. Avalon 
took his life on December 21, 2005. 
This was just two weeks after our ar- 
rests in the Operation Backfire case 
and, by no coincidence, the Winter 
Solstice. In his absence, much has 
been made of his role in our Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF) group. Not 
surprisingly, the prosecutors in the 
case have painted him as a leader 
who recruited young, impression- 
able activists to do his bidding. This 
is not only false, but also insulting 
to the younger people in the case, 
who did get involved on their own. 
Snitches in the case have used his 
inability to respond to dramatically 
maximize his role in certain actions 
in an attempt to lesson the conse- 
quences of their own actions. One 
person went so far as submitting 
to the judge video evidence and 
testimony that has not been made 
public because it was deemed too 
personal for public consumption. 
Others on the margins have cho- 
sen to focus on Avalon's flaws by 
spreading rumors or even by talking 
to the private investigators hired by 
the snitches. 

I first met Avalon in the months 


quiet, older enviro was up to more 
than attending the EF! gatherings at 
which I first saw him. His rational- 
ity and quick thinking prevented 
disaster for our affinity group dur- 
ing the Seattle protests (I'm proud 
to say we took part in the Black 
Bloc). I distinctly remember getting 
ready to leave Seattle, and hearing 
his suggestion to "keep in touch." 
Well, we did keep in touch. Much 
has been said of what we did in the 
years after that, but that will be told 
elsewhere. 

Like so many of us, Avalon suf- 
fered from depression and despair, 
fueled by the realization of what our 
species is doing to the planet. Liv- 
ing underground, juggling details of 
planned actions and double lives, 
and eschewing many of the things 
that our movement allies had access 
to is stressful. I know because 1 did it, 
and yet Avalon's experience in that 
underground life dwarfed mine. I 
can't help but think that this isola- 
tion and despair were major factors 
in his suicide. We moved on, and 
yet the cruel hand of the past — in 
the form of old friends and a Joint 
Terrorism Task Force — pulled us all 
back into our secret histories. Maybe 
for Avalon, it was the proverbial 
straw that broke the camel's back. 
We will never know for sure. I re- 
member seeing his name in a list of 


oaths we made to each other. Some- 
times, I lie there at night asking 
the questions I try to avoid: Could 
Avalon have stemmed the tide of 



Avalon 


informing? Would he have been the 
person who, having known some of 
the snitches for much longer than 
I, could really reach them — beyond 
their fears and to their core? I'll 
never know these answers, but I do 
know this: Avalon would rather die 
and make a jailbreak than cooperate 
in any way with this immoral and 
unjust process. 

The prosecution, knowing only 
hierarchy and bureaucracy, can- 
not conceive of a group without 
a leader, a pecking order and strict 
rules. Without Bill around to protest 
and because he was older than all of 
us, they found their puppet master. 
Suddenly, the so-called "book club" 
was his invention and was deemed 
a "training school for arson." Mey- 


leading up to the World Trade Or- 
ganization (WTO) protests in Se- 
attle in late 1999 and developed a 
friendship with him instantly. His 
sly grin, easygoing and warm per- 
sonality and humility impressed 
me, and I was happy to see that this 


arrestees in a New York Times article 
while sitting in a New York City jail. 
It gave me some hope — I thought 
we could all fight these charges to- 
gether, as a group of people who 
had lifelong solidarity with each 
other, as people who honored the 


erhoff and Gerlach, grand quislings 
that they are, had the audacity to 
say with a straight face that Avalon 
pretty much did the Vail arson all 
by himself. Just reading about the 
ski resort's geography, the large 
amount of fuel that was used and 



Humboldt Forest Def 


ense 

fiction Comp 


BY RECONRlCK 

Humboldt forest defenders gathered in September 
for an action camp under giant redwood trees at Griz- 
zly Creek State Park. Climbing and backwoods survival 
were among the trainings offered. Trainers from the 
Midnight Special Law Collective traveled from Oakland 
to facilitate workshops on knowing your rights, legal 
support and nonviolent direct action. Other workshops 
taught attendees how to tie traverses and create dream- 
catchers in the canopy. 

The main purpose of the camp was to bolster and sup- 
port the ongoing tree canopy occupations in Fern Gully 
and Nanning Creek. Activists are especially concerned 
about the Nanning Creek Tree Village, as loggers have 
been raiding the village and taking gear. Eric Shatz, a 
Maxxam climber who has extracted many treesitters in 
the past, was reportedly seen in Nanning recently. Also, 
September 15 was the end of the endangered marbled 
murrelet nesting season, which means that the Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber Corporation (PALCO) can resume cutting 
trees in the area. One of the trees is Spooner, a huge, an- 
cient redwood that is almost 300 feet tall and is estimated 
to be as much as 2,000 years old. Forest defenders began 
sitting in Spooner two years ago and have set traverse 
lines to protect the surrounding grove of trees. 

Some of the trainings took place at the David "Gypsy" 
Chain Memorial. Activists were shocked and horrified 
to see that Gypsy's memorial plaque had been vandal- 
ized. A hole was drilled in Gypsy's forehead, and it was 
further defaced with red paint. Gypsy was a treesitter 
who was killed on September 17, 1998, when a PALCO 
logger deliberately felled a tree on him in a logging 
plan near Grizzly Creek. The plaque was placed as part 
of the settlement in the wrongful death lawsuit that 
Gypsy's family filed against PALCO. 

In Freshwater, the Fern Gully Tree Village is still go- 
ing strong after about four years. Treesitters there are 
defending some of the largest remaining trees in a wa- 
tershed that has been heavily logged. 

The Mattole Forest — where activists have 

fought many battles to save ancient, old-growth 


Climbing practice 

Douglas firs — has been relatively quiet recently, and 
PALCO has not yet filed, new logging plans. But its use 
of herbicides there is a major concern, and cutting may 
resume as market and regulatory conditions change. 
Activists continue to monitor this threatened wilder- 
ness area. 

Both loggers and forest defenders are watching to see 
what happens with PALCO'.s bankruptcy proceedings as 
that process unfolds in Texas. Environmentalists have 
warned for years that Maxxam head Charles Hurwitz's 
greed and bad management practices would lead to the 
situation the company is in now. PALCO has laid off 
most of its employees and admits that morale is a ma- 
jor problem for those that remain. 

Since only a tiny percentage of the original old-growth 
forest in California is left, it is tragic that PALCO contin- 
ues to cut down what little is left. 

ReconRick has been working to defend the forests of Hum- 
boldt County, California, since 1998. 


Bill's slight stature made me laugh 
bitterly to myself about these lies. 
On some level, it's the way the 
game is played for snitches. The 
government tells them what it 
wants to hear, and the cooperat- 
ing witnesses jump through hoops 
like the well-trained pets that they 
are. To be clear, everyone involved 
with these actions and the "book 
club" are people like you and me. 
We have skills — some of us excel at 
one thing, others of us at another. 
However, there was no formalized 
hierarchy as suggested by the pros- 
ecution, and William Rodgers was 
no kingpin or leader of the ELF. 

Avalon, like all of us, had his flaws 
and made mistakes, both personally 
and politically, in the way he lived 
his life and how he resisted envi- 
ronmental destruction. Our group 
attempted to deal with one of these 
areas — an accusation of sexual mis- 
conduct — and I'm sorry to say that 
we failed, due to not being equipped 
with the right ideas and strategies. 
It is all too easy to assuage our guilt 
about our own shortcomings by at- 
tacking others. I think it's a better 
idea to focus on what we are doing 
in this world, rather than criticizing 
people who are not here to defend 
themselves. I thought of this often 
in court when I looked at my fam- 
ily, seeing the pained looks on their 
faces as they listened to attacks on 
me. Bill's family and partner have 
had to endure a lot of grief in the 
last two years. 

So when I think of Avalon, I 
don't believe the hype spewed by 
aggressive and narrow prosecutors. 
No, I think of a soft-spoken, caring 
person who would give you the 
shirt off his back or carry a snake 
off the road; an avid, even obses- 
sive recycler; someone who sup- 
ported indigenous struggles and 
really got the connection between 
Earth-based cultures and ecologi- 
cal action. I knew Avalon was 
involved in the struggle against 
the Mount Graham telescope, 
but only after his death did I find 
out that he and his infoshop, the 
Catalyst, supported the campaign 
to protect the San Francisco Peaks 
(see EF!J May-June 2005). 

When snitch Jacob Ferguson re- 
corded a conversation with me 
through a wiretap in 2005, I asked 
him how Avalon was. He lied to me 
(big shock!) and told me that Avalon 
was happy and lived in an inten- 
tional community in Canada. I re- 
member. being really happy for hirp, 
and hoping to run into him again 
one day, but for different reasons 
than why we last saw each other. 

Avalon has been gone ■ two years 
now, and yet it still isn't real to me. 
Since I haven't seen him for years, 
I can't really take it all in without 
getting upset. Yes, one of our own 
betrayed us, and that action caused 
the death of my friend. How do I 
reconcile the truth? I don't have a 
good answer except to say that we 
need to talk about these things and 
confront death in our movement 
We need to grieve for our friends. 
Most of all, we cannot forget. We 
must never forget. This is my contri- 
bution to never forgetting William 
Rodgers: radical environmentalist, 
ELF activist, cave lover and sweet, 
kind man. I miss you, buddy. 

Daniel McGowan is serving seven 
years in prison for a series of ELF actions. 
For more information, see page 28. 
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EDUCATING AND AGITATING AT HEATHROW AIRPORT 


by Conor O'Brien 
The UK's Camp for Climate Ac- 
tion is an annual, weeklong camp- 
ing event tackling the root causes 
of climate change. It is a grassroots 
initiative ‘ organized along non- 


The climate camp, only 2,600 feet from Heathrow airport 
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airport. The sheer weight of police numbers in 
response to the protest actually caused the main 
road to be blocked, something the protestors had 
actually been trying to avoid. Curiously, it turned 
out that there never was a local demonstration — 
it was misinformation, and not the last time that 
happened. There were also smear stories in the 
media about protestors wanting to plant hoax 
bombs inside the airport. 

The next day, two private airports (dealing in 
executive and charter flights) were blocked for 
several hours by groups using arm tubes. One 
group got away without being arrested at all. 
The others were arrested, pleaded guilty and 
were freed without any punishment. The camp 
was buzzing. 

August 17 saw more inspiring actions, with 
XL Airways at Gatwick Airport (the UK's next 
biggest airport) occupied over its role in forced 
repatriation flights, including sending child 
refugees back to the war-torn Congo. In Lon- 
don, numerous travel agencies were locked shut 
with heavy chains, and 10 people barricaded 
the UK's Department for Transport, which en- 
courages airport expansion. One of these 10 was 
a Latvian tourist — not connected with the Cli- 
mate Camp — who was so inspired by the action 
that he locked onto another door of his own 
accord. In another part of the country, in the 
small fishing village of Sizewell, a nuclear power 
station was blockaded by a group using barrels 
of cement. 

The next day was more of the same. Forty 
people shut down Carmel Agrexco — an Israeli- 
owned company air-freighting in food from 
illegally occupied Palestinian lands — for three 
hours. At the same time, Bicycology worked on 
outreach in the local area while other activists 
supported a strike over the working conditions 
of Heathrow's baggage handlers. Children at 
the camp got together and did their own block- 
ade at the World Freight Center to the south of 
the airport. 

The great thing about many of these actions 
was that they included lots of new people who 
had never been involved before, but who were 
inspired to take risks and stand up against the* 
Vate and corporations. It was as if some blockage 
had been cleared, and now they were pouring 
through. In all of this, the police were mostly 
caught on the hop — they were so focused on de- 
fending Heathrow and harassing the camp that 
they missed the people leaving to have fun away 
from the busy police cameras and helicopters. 


August 1 7 was the main day of the camp, with 
a call for 24 hours of blockades and actions. Af- 
ter several long meetings, it was decided that the 
outline of Heathrow's proposed third runway 
would be lined by bodies in the morning, with 
the afternoon focusing on a blockade of BAA, 
whose offices were within walking distance of 
the camp. In the end, this did not quite go ac- 
cording to plan, with the former action never 
really taking off and the latter encountering the 
Metropolitan Police at their worst. There were a 
number of injuries, and it looked like the BAA 



"Capitalism Causes Climate Chaos" 


blockade would be driven back to the camp by 
late evening. 

Rescue came in the form of another blockade 
at the south side of the airport, on the access 
road leading to the warehouse that handles all 
the perishables flown in from across the world. 
The police thought this was a "secret" mass ac- 
tion and diverted their resources and top offi- 
cers away from the several hundred people at 
the BAA office to the 15 activists at the perish- 
ables site. 


Activists held the perishables access road for 
three hours, creating a serious freight backlog. 
They had hit the one place that Heathrow was 
so worried about that the airport had spread a 
false rumor that the warehouse would be closed 
for the weekend. The economic damage from 
the shutdown must have been considerable, but 
amazingly, charges were dropped against those 
locked down. Meanwhile, those at BAA head- 
quarters used the respite to settle in for the night, 
and BAA had to close its offices as a result. At the 
same time, other groups were busy with more 
office occupations in London, including one at 
the office of the new owners of Leeds Bradford 
airport, which is also seeking to expand. 

The arrest total at the end of the camp was 71. 
Support from the locals affected by the airport 
was unwavering, and their voice was heard na- 
tionally as well. 

Overall, the camp was a huge success in the 
face of some frightening obstacles. During the 
caTnp, the radical environmental movement did 
a large amount of outreach to new campaigners 
and to the public in general. It is too early to 
draw conclusions, but it appears that large parts 
of the UK have been revitalized in terms of tak- 
ing action'. Airport expansion received a proper 
challenge, and Heathrow is still reeling. 

Plans are moving ahead internationally in 
the aftermath of this year's UK and US Climate 
Camps. In the UK, local groups are debriefing 
from the Heathrow camp and starting to talk 
about next year's plan. In Germany, organizing 
is underway for a climate camp in 2008. Activ- 
ists in Australia have begun organizing a Climate 
Camp for the middle of July 2008 to shut down 
the world's biggest coal port in Newcastle, New 
South Wales, and a group of Kiwis who attended 
the UK climate camp are starting plans for an 
Aotearoa (New Zealand) climate camp next year, 
or possibly getting a ship together to head over 
to the Newcastle camp. After successful camps 
on both coasts of North America this August, 
discussions there are underway for next year as 
well. Smaller local camps inspired by the Climate 
Camp have also been springing up. 

For more information, visit www.climatecamp. 
org.uk (UK), www.climateconvergence.org 
(North America), www.climatecamp.org.au (Aus- 
tralia); www.klimacamp.org (Germany); www. 
planestupid.com. 

Conor O'Brien has been involved in various as-, 
pects of Climate Camp infrastructure for the last 
two years. 


NORTHWEST 


BY GRIFFIN 

The Northwest Convergence for 
Climate Action concluded on Au- 
gust 13, after a week of low-impact, 
intensely informative living. The 
camp — hosted at the Skamokawa, 
Washington, fairgrounds and or- 
ganized by the regional branch of 
Rising Tide North America — was 
part of a larger mobilization that in- 
cluded similar convergences in the 
US Southeast and UK. All of these 
events organized around the urgent 
issue of climate change in the spirit 
of sharing information and plan- 
ning direct action. In Skamokawa, 
there was an overwhelming sense 
that an international movement is 
building. Through the skillshares 
provided at the camp, participants 
learned how to support and con- 
tinue that movement. 

Among the* many workshops 
and services offered, some notable 
examples were accessible explana- 
tions of environmental policy and 
science, direct-action trainings, and 
introductions to appropriate tech- 
nologies and sustainable living. 
None of these workshops would 
have happened without the volun- 
teer services that kept the camp run- 
ning. Seeds for Peace provided three 
vegan meals a day to more than 400 





FIGHTING DAMS AND LIQUID NATURAL GAS 


) 


participants, and 
childcare providers 
offered nature walks 
and art projects (per- 
mitting parents to 
attend workshops). 

Through the efforts 
of the organizers to 
include convergence 
participants in plan- 
ning and maintain- 
ing the event, a 
spirit of true coop- 
eration and com- 
munal agency was 
created. 

The camp culminated in a. di- 
rect action in Bradwood, Oregon, 
where community members are 
fighting to prevent the installation 
of a liquid natural gas (LNG) ter- 
minal. This terminal is just one of 
40 such proposed sites in Oregon 
that would bring environmental 
destruction, governmental appro- 
priation of people's homes and the 
potential for massive explosions 
in areas just a stone's throw away 
from residences. On the last day 
of the convergence, -participants 
joined with local citizens to create 
a presence at the proposed site at 
the mouth of the Columbia River. 

The following day, convergence 
participants joined with Stumptown 


Stumptown EFlers, Cascadia Rising Tiders and convergence participants locked into barrels and protested in 
front of PacifiCorp's Portland offices, demanding that it remove dams on the Klamath River. 


Earth First! and Cascadia Rising 
Tide to blockade the Portland of- 
fices of PacifiCorp, a major N< 
west power provider that deriv( 
percent of its energy from coal- and 
gas-burning power plants. Protest- 
ers demanded that the company 
remove four dams on the Klamath 
River that threaten wild habitat 
and produce toxic greenhouse gas- 
ses. These dams are currently in 
the process of having their permits 
for operation renewed and would 
be required to install contempo- 
rary technologies, such as fish lad- 
ders — at roughly twice the cost of 
removing the dams completely! Yet 
for all the talk of helping salmon, if 
the dams remain in place they will 


continue to produce toxic algae, 
methane gas and the other condi- 
tions that led to the death of 70,000 
almon in 2002. 

In contrast to the Southeast and 
UK convergences, the lack of police 
intimidation at the Northwest ac- 
tions was striking. In Bradwood, this 
may have been due to the organiz- 
ers' concerted efforts to collaborate 
with the local community, while at 
the Portland action it was probably 
due to PacifiCorp's desire to limit 
negative publicity. The direct ac- 
tions performed in the Northwest, 
in conjunction with those carried 
out in the Southeast and the UK, 
exemplify the vivacity of this move- 
ment. The people are rising up! 
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MORE CUMfiTE ACTION 

SOUTHEAST US { SHUTTINC D0WN DIR 


by Skyler Simmons convergence was that there was a 

The weather couldn't have been much wider array of people attend- 
more appropriate. The whole ing than has been seen at recent EF! 
•Southeast was in the grips of one gatherings. While honky was still 
of the worst heat waves in history, the predominant color, the event 
Most major cities in the South were was truly intergenerational and by 
experiencing 100-plus-degree tem- no means politically homogenous, 
peratures, extreme drought and It was great to hear young folks dis- 
heat-related deaths. Headlines in cussing the finer points of insurrec- 
the local papers screamed about the tional eco-anarchism with seasoned 
region's coal and nuke plants oper- vets of the nonviolent anti-nukes 
ating at record capacity to meet the movement. And it was wonder- 
spike in energy demand. And here ful to see folks from the nonprofit 
we were, sweating away under tarps scene leave the convergence ques- 
and trees, the mountains of west- tioning the effectiveness of large, 
ern North Carolina giving us little top-down organizations or trying 
reprieve, plotting the demise of the to work within the system, 
fossil-fuel empire. Then there were the helicopters. 

For a week, more than 100 peo- The first day that our aeronautical 
pie from the Southeast and beyond amigos showed up, half of us wrote 
came together for the first ever them off as cops looking for pot. 
Southeast Convergence for Cli- But then they came back — again 
mate Action. The convergence was and again; day and night. What 
focused on bringing together the they were looking for beats us, but 
anti-coal and anti-nuke movements it seems like they probably found a 
to network and strategize to fight lot of middle fingers and bare butt 
climate change in the Southeast cheeks pointing up at them. Unfor- 
through direct action. Our region is tunately, our attempts to lure them 
still getting hammered by the coal lower to the ground in order to cool 
industry — from the destruction of us off from the unbearable heat 
our mountains by mountaintop were a failure, 
removal mining to the poisoning In addition, the police set up 24- 
of our air by an enormous fleet of hour checkpoints at a nearby coal 
coal plants. Meanwhile, the energy power plant due to our presence. It 
industry is trying to push through a turns out that the local cops and FBI 
new wave of nuke plants as a "solu- somehow got it in their silly heads 
tion" to climate change. that we were going to shut down the 

Workshops offered included Di- nearby coal power plant! We're not 
rect Action 101, climbing, commu- really sure how they got this crazy 
nity organizing, resisting the coal idea — maybe it was the picture on 
rush, nukes and climate change, our web page of a successful block- 
targeting banks invested in coal, ade of the Carbo, Virginia, power 
and deep ecology. plant in 2006 (see EF!J September- 

One of the highlights of the conver- October 2006). Or maybe our call 
gence was the evening panel discus- for a national day of action against 
sions. On the first night, elders from fossil fuel infrastructure tipped 
the anti-nukes movement shared their them off. The lessoned learned is: 
battle stories of fighting nukes for the If you are going to blockade a pow- 
past three decades. One woman gave er plant — not that we would ever 
her props to EF! for blockading and dream of such a silly notion — don't 
sabotaging the Watts Bar nuke plant put a picture of said action on your 

" web page or call 

1 j ■ 1 for a day of action 

I | against fossil fuel 

8 j infrastructure w'hen 

MKKBm * : there is on, y 


Humans, polar bears and canaries blockade Bank of America's regional 


headquarters in Asheville. 
on a show of its own. With no fewer 

- • 4- then 15 cop cars, the APD managed 

- • fe- to completely shut down not only 

BoA but also the main road through 
• downtown Asheville for more than 

two hours. To add to the spectacle, 
V the cops brought out three snarling 

F iCTirf J German shepherds, fire-extinguisher- 
; B| MvL. J sized cans of pepper spray and 

II 5 if O W *9 rubber-bullet guns to guard the bank 
EgMMpM?’' entrance. The icing on the cake was 

. Jjd^l the 15 or so fully geared riot cops 
deployed at the last minute. Appar- 
■liMl > llilMa ently they had been hanging out in 

a bus at the power plant since about 
With the now-familiar rhythmic 5 a.m. — suckers! It later came out in 
thump of the police chopper over- the press that we had the honor of 
head, we hectically broke down being the first social disturbance to 
camp and headed out for our ac- bring out the Asheville cops in their 
tion. First, we sent the giant solar brand new riot gear! 
truck, emblazoned with the logo of We targeted BoA because of its 
a well known environmental group, heavy investments in the coal in- 
to test the waters. Sure enough, it dustry. In the past couple of years, 
attracted unmarked cop cars like the bank has lent billions of dol- 
flies to shit. Most vehicles leaving lars to companies such as Arch 
camp were immediately pulled over Coal and Massey Energy, two of 
and searched, and some were is- the leading companies involved in 
sued citations for petty safety viola- mountaintop removal coal min- 
ing. It has also lent several billion 
dollars to Peabody Coal, which 
has the dubious distinction of per- 
petuating one of the worst acts of 
genocide against native peoples in 
the past century — not to mention 
operating the largest strip mine in 
the US. Not only was BoA the per- 
fect way to tie together the fight 
against coal extraction and climate 
change, targeting it allowed us to 
show that the energy industry is 
not the only sector responsible for 
our climate crisis. 

In the end, five people were ar- 
rested for trespassing and disorderly 
conduct. Thanks to the police's 
over-reaction, we got a couple of 
weeks' worth of media out of the 
action, rather than it just being for- 
gotten the next day. Bank of Amer- 
ica responded to our action with a 
weak statement about how much it 
invests in sustainable development, 
and totally avoided addressing the 
issue of its coal investments. 

The action was followed a couple 
of weeks later by coordinated pro- 
tests against BoA in nearly 20 cities, 
as called for by Mountain Justice 
Summer. The campaign against BoA 
and other banks that fuel climate 
chaos will continue until they with- 
draw all financing of coal. 

Skyler Simmons likes it when police 
scare off bank customers with snarling 
German shepherds and large cans of 
pepper spray. 


one nearby park waiting tor the call to 
.5 "*** ~ if| * j such 'piece of in- deploy. When the time was right, 

P frastructure within the red crew hit the streets and en- 

ij a hundred miles of tered BoA's regional headquarters. 

#• sj your direct-action Folks dressed as polar bears deliv- 

training camp. ered lumps of coal to customers and 

asgfi Needless to say, employees, while others handed out 
* ”, when we woke up fliers explaining BoA's role as a ma- 
■ Monday morn- jor funder of coal, and thus climate 
B ' ing for the day of change. In the meantime, two peo- 

gf vyt* ,^! piP|P B action, there was pie attempted to lock themselves to 

a fair amount of the main entrance and when that 

Protesters lock down inside Bank of America, attention on our failed, proceeded to lock them- 

humble camp. The selves to each other on one of the 

at the post-rendezvous action in 1994, first person to leave that morn- plush couches in the lobby. On the 
even going so far as to refer to Katuah ing reported four undercover cops outside, a gaggle of polar bears and 
Earth First! as “my little angels." Later covering both exits, and 15-20 canaries blocked the front entrance 
in the week, we were blessed to have sheriff's deputies lined up along by locking arms, 
an amazing lineup of speakers for the the main road out of the area. Just in the nick of time, the green 
"Resisting the Coal Rush, from Cradle Then our friend in the chop- crew showed up, carrying banners 
to Grave" talk. This talk brought to- per showed up bright and early reading, "BoA, Stop Banking on Cli- 
gether coalfield residents fighting to hover over the camp for more mate Change" and "Climate Justice 
coal extraction from Black Mesa to than two hours. Fortunately, our Now!" while chanting (to the tune 
Appalachia and folks fighting dirty resilient crew — who had never of a familiar pop song), "Its getting 
power plants in their backyards from even thought of protesting a dirty hot in here, so lets stop burning 
Latino neighborhoods in Chicago to power plant — had a plan that the coal!" Meanwhile, the Asheville Po- 
the swamps of South Florida. cops were not privy to. lice Department (APD) was putting 
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Mink Liberation Always In, 

No Matter the Season 

Early on the morning of September 12, 800 
mink were liberated from a farm in Hinsdale, 
Massachusetts. It was the third time that the farm 
had been hit in the past decade. "Whoever did 
it had a plan," a local police officer said. "They 
knew what they were doing and knew what they 
wanted to do. They went in and cut the fence." 

A member of the family that operated the farm 
described the raid as "devastating." Losses were 
estimated at $100,000. 

"It is indefensible that these animals are born 
into captivity, only to be killed to produce a 
luxury item no one needs and only the rich can 
afford," a communique from the liberators read. 
"As repression to direct action increases, it must 
be remembered that resistance is still not only 
possible, but it is, in fact, our responsibility. For 
Avalon, and all those who dedicate their lives to 
liberation." 

Another 6,000 mink were liberated from a farm 
in Harcourt, a town in eastern Canada, on Septem- 
ber 15. Finally, in Sweden, the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) liberated 1,000 mink on September 
16, and 800 more on October 9. The Swedish ALF 
left painted messages at the site of both actions. 

Responding to fur farmers' allegations that such 
liberations do more harm than good, Jerry Vlasak 
of the North American Animal Liberation Press Of- 
fice said, "Contrary to the rhetoric of those who 
profit from the imprisonment and killing of these 
beautiful, wild creatines, scientific studies have 
proven captive mink have the innate ability to 
survive in the wild, do not decimate other animal 
populations or the environment, and do not carry 
away small children or pets." 

ALF Making it Hot in Holland 

A person responsible for the construction of a 
new Harlan animal laboratory in Venray, Neth- 
erlands, received a visit from the ALF on August 
11, and at least one of his three luxury vehicles 
was burned to ashes. "Stop building the Venray 
animal lab; this is just the beginning," the com- 
munique read. "If you abuse animals, you have 
to deal with the ALF. This should be a warning 
for all animal abusers and all people who are in- 
volved in the new Sciencelink [lab] in Venray." 

Basque High-Speed Train Site Sabotaged 

Ten construction vehicles belonging to the 
company Dragados y Fonorte were sabotaged 
in September along the bank of the Oria River, 
near the town of Tolosa, in Basque Country. This 
marked the second such action in Tolosa against 
the company, which is involved in the con- 
struction of Spain's high-speed train line. The 
damaged machines included diggers, electric 
generators, jumpers, road rollers and a truck. 


Spontaneous Combustion 
Across Appalachia 

Two apparent cases of "spontaneous combus- 
tion” aided the ecodefense cause in Appalachia 
in August and September. 

In Wyoming County, West Virginia, a fire de- 
stroyed $5 million worth of strip-mining equip- 
ment. In West Asheville, North Carolina, a home 


under construction on the side of a hill burst into 
flames on August 9. The homes and driveways be- 
ing built by BATT Associates in West Asheville are 
all suspended by steel frames above a steep slope 
that was once filled with beautiful, tall trees. 

Local residents did not seem upset by the fire; 
in fact, signs reading "Hills need trees, not cookie- 
cutter developments" had previously been placed 
around the construction site. "The owner has had 
a loss, but so have we," one resident said. 

Imagine what would happen if spontaneous 
combustion began occurring steadily all around 
the world! 

ALF Sinks Trophy Fishing Boats 

On August 5, the ALF began Operation White 
Marlin in Ocean City, Maryland, targeting fishing 
boats that were participating in the Marlin Open — 
the largest international fishing tournament in the 
world. ALF members took the battle under the wa- 
ter, utilizing welders like can openers to pierce the 
hulls of eight ships, flooding and sinking them. 

Norwegian Whaler Sunk 

Late on the night of August 30, a group calling 
itself Agenda 21 boarded 
the whaling ship Willas- 
sett Senior and opened the 
saltwater intake valve, 
flooding the vessel. "The 
turns of our wrenches 
are a rational response 
to a world where tens 
of thousands of species 
disappear every year," 
Agenda 21 said. "The 
sinking of the whaler 
and the silencing of the 
harpoon is dedicated to 
the memory of the Yang- 
tze river dolphin who, 
because of humankind's 
greed, will never again 
grace the waters of our 
blue planet." The action 
was also taken in cel- 
ebration of the end of 
commercial whaling in 
Iceland. 


The Willassen Senior is the fifth Norwegian 
whaler to be sunk or sabotaged since 1992. 

Rome Co-op Farm Raided 
The ALF released eight rabbits, two guinea pigs 
and one partridge from the Co-op Capodareo farm 
in Rome on August 4. The co-op claims to help the 
handicapped by teaching them to farm animals in 


small cages. But according to a communique, the 
ALF was not daunted by this "good face." 

While many hens could not be freed, the lib- 
erators smashed dozens of eggs. 

Happier Days for Chickens! 

It's been a Chicken Freedom Summer, with a 
series of hen liberations across Europe. 

In the Czech Republic, 16 hens were released 
from their battery cages in July. They all found 
new, safe homes where their lives will be full of 
green grass. 

In memory of the recently deceased animal 
rights activist Neil Lea, and also to expose the 
blights of factory farming, 150 young hens were 
freed from a Petersfield, UK, farm on July 23, and 
taken to new homes where they would see sun- 
light for the first time in their lives. The chickens 
were being raised for shipment to an egg farm. 

"There are other ways this can be stopped with- 
out directly taking animals from abusive farming 
establishments. The only reason this has to take 
place is because people still choose to eat eggs. 
Without demand, there is no supply— -the best way 
to help animals stay away from this abuse is to not 
eat them or their products!" said the liberators. 

An anonymous communique reported 117 
chicks rescued in the southwestern UK in early 
August. Then the ALF liberated 50 young hens 
from their southern England breeding factory on 
September 9. The liberators prevented the hens 
from ever being exposed to the ugly process of 
battery cages and other types of factory farm- 
ing. Their communique was signed, "Until every 
cage is empty!" 

In eastern England, a raid on a "free range" 
farm resulted in the liberation of 120 hens. 
"While 'free range' is a step in the right direction 
compared to battery or bam egg farming, it is far 
from ethical and humane," the liberators' com- 
munique read. "After a short 18 months, these 
beautiful hens would've been thrown into a 
truck to be made into 'food.' Animals don't want 
bigger cages, a longer chain or more artificial 'en- 
richment.' They want freedom, and until then... 
we will not be giving up." 

Finally, in Spain, 100 hens were released on 
September 18 from the cages of a farm in the 
town of Morata de Tajuna. 
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October 7: Firefighters in Trondheim, Norway, put out trucks that were used to deliver feed to local 
fur farms. Police reported finding three undetonated incendiary devices under other vehicles. 



BY ZHONN 

Are we capable of abolishing the hierarchical 
police state that controls our communities, with- 
out having the police in our minds take over just 
as rampantly? Is it realistic to develop a radical 
solution to the system of domination that we 
face when attempting to reach peaceful resolu- 
tion to conflict in our radical communities? If 
so, what model would we use? Would it ensure 
safety within our communities? Is it possible to 
spark fruitful dialogue in the midst of high-stress, 
potentially community-dividing situations? 

This Summer, the Earth First! conflict media- 
tion team worked diligently — sometimes all night 
and all day — to reach consensus on these press- 
ing questions and to mediate situations 
that unfurled within our week-and-a-half 
rondy community. 

Our team of committed mediators 
took it a step further than just having a 
team, and set up a common safe space 
within the camp. The goal of this space 
was to provide a non-threatening envi- 
ronment in which rondy-goers could talk 
with conflict mediators who had sober, 
open ears. The space was intended and 
prepared to handle situations including 
(but not limited to) abuse, rape, intimate 
violence and just general disagreements. 

People having mental health emergen- 
cies or even just needing a space to chill 
or talk were also welcomed. 

Mediators checked in with each other 
daily, or sometimes even multiple times a 
day. At all times, a handful of mediators 
were equipped with walkie-talkies and 
ready to dive into action! The team, with 
the greatly-appreciated help of other ron- 
dy goers, mediated its way through a few 
bewildering, high-stress situations. Af- 
ter a long time of processing the trauma 
that the team encountered and discussing 
how to handle situations in the future, we 
came up with some of the following ideas. 

A Brief Glance Into the World of Conflict 
Resolution and Mediating 

Before you decide to mediate a conflict, you 
must evaluate whether you are honestly capable 
of doing so. Are you mentally capable of medi- 
ating well at that particular moment? Can you 
identify anything about yourself that might 
compromise a safe place for this discussion — 
such as your age, perceived gender or race — or 
do you have a biased view toward one of the sub- 
jects of the conflict? Something else to consider 
is whether you have been using drugs or alcohol 
recently. Although it may not bother you, the 
use of drugs and alcohol may definitely deter 
some from gaining your trust. 

Once you have determined that you are the 
appropriate persyn to mediate a conflict, it is im- 
portant to analyze the situation before jumping 
in. There may be other individuals already medi- 
ating, in which case it is extremely important to 
respect this and simply listen. 

There are also many different stages to conflict. 
By familiarizing yourself with these stages, you 
can better identify how and where you can help. 
If someone has already de-escalated a situation, 
be sure to follow in the pre-established direction. 
What follows is one model of conflict stages so 
that you can really get to meet and love conflict 
mediation! Yahoo! 

•Invisible Conflict: At this stage, the separate 
parties may not yet know that they are tiptoeing 
on the verge of conflict. This could be as clear as 
when an actual abuse happens or as cloudy and 
unforeseeable as when a persyn gets offended but 
can't quite put their finger on why. It also includes 
the "point of silence," when a persyn isn't com- 
fortable confronting their abuser or oppressor. 

•Conflict Explosion: Here, a triggering event 
leads to calling someone out on an action or to 
confronting an oppressor or abuser. 


•Conflict Escalation: This is when things could 
get really ugly. Each side may begin making 
threats; violence may become involved. If there 
is already violence, it could get worse. Intense, 
hurtful arguing and anger may also occur. 

•Hurting/Plateauing: After escalating for a 
while, a conflict usually reaches a lull, dur- 
ing which neither side is getting closer to their 
needs. They may just decide not to talk about it 
anymore; they may also be so hurt that it is out 
of their capacity to confront the situation any 
longer. This stage can be very brief or last a very 
long time. 

•De-escalation/Transformation: Here, we be- 
gin to see the sides come to terms with each oth- 
er in some way. Maybe parties realize that their 



demands were unreasonable, or maybe an apol- 
ogy is made. Many things can happen here! The 
basic concept is that both sides begin to move 
toward more positive communication and brain- 
storm ways to reconcile. 

•Reconciliation/Agreement: Finally, there is 
true resolution! The sides agree on certain terms 
for moving out of the conflict. They may discuss 
options, accountability groups, safe places for 
each party and long-term support groups. This is 
basically where the magic happens. 

•Post-Conflict/Healing: This marks the time 
when people actually step back into their lives 
again, but with a different point of view. If there 
were perpetrators, it is time for them to begin the 
process toward change and becoming a healthy 
persyn — under their own motivation and with 
the help of their community. This is also the time 
when survivors gain a little more control in their 
lives and can attempt to move in a safe, healthy 
direction, also with the help of the community! 
In non-oppressive conflicts, each side can move 
in different directions with the decisions that 
have evolved out of the mediation process. 

Things We Learned From Last Summer's 
Rendezvous 

It is impetative that the individuals engulfed in 
a conflict feel safe with their mediators — especial- 
ly when the situation is one-on-one — because of 
all the ingrained imbalances that society has tar- 
nished our minds with. It is nearly impossible for 
an outside mediator to have a true understanding 
of who they are listening to, because out-groups 
can only develop sympathy, as opposed to the 
shared empathy experienced in in-groups. But no 
situation should go unmediated, and it is up to 
the mediation group to safely approach conflicts 
and adjust as quickly as possible to each situa- 
tion's unique needs. 

Battling burnout within our group was an- 
other concern. When dealing with exasperating 


situations, it is necessary to take time for our- 
selves and rotate on-call duties. Taking time to 
debrief and listen to each other after stressful 
encounters is a must. When mediating, it impos- 
sible to be exposed to events triggering of past 
memories, shock at what we are witnessing, 
physical fatigue from long hours of mediating 
and post-traumatic stress disorder from all of 
the intensive moments. Taking steps to prevent 
burnout could mean the difference between 
people taking off or leaving the group altogeth- 
er, and a healthy, happy, stable group. 

An Alternative to the Current Authori- 
tarian Models 

When a fight breaks out, an abuse occurs or 
. someone neglects their child, do we call the 

cops? Hopefully, the answer is hell no! Yet, 

there is a strong and distinct difference be- 
tween merely opposing capitalist scumbag 
authoritarians and training and equipping 
our communities with well-defined plans 
of action for addressing conflicts when 
they come up. It is every community's re- 
sponsibility to be capable of helping and 
supporting individuals through conflicts 
and to be available for necessary follow- 
up support. 

For those who have been to jail or strug- 
gled through the dank, eerie corridors of 
the "legal" system: Is this anything you 
would knowingly drop a member of your 
community into? The system's current 
model of fake rehabilitation is one of the 
most ineffective and destructive pitfalls of 
the capitalist system. It is time that we take 
a serious look at our commitment to work- 
ing toward a better future and develop 
solid, working accountability models and 
| support groups for perpetrators. We live in 
° a sick and tragic society of many dangerous 
spectacles. It is nearly impossible to expect 
that unhealthy, ingrained living patterns 
will never rear their heads in radical com- 
munities. That's why it is imperative for us to 
develop these models — so that perpetrators who 
wish to change can feel comfortable coming out, 
knowing that they will get the support and help 
they need to become healthier members of our 
radical communities! 

The degree of your support for people can de- 
termine how safe or unsafe they feel. If you can 
provide strong, non-threatening mediation at 
the outset, this could eliminate their feelings of 
needing to have authority figures involved. Until 
radical communities can prove that we are there 
for people, there will always be the chance that 
people deflect to their learned patterns (including 
calling the cops). The degree of support and safe- 
ty that we provide after a conflict can also avert 
the need to rely on mainstream shelters, which 
may hold patriarchal tendencies, be queer/trans- 
phobic or just not be capable of offering an unbi- 
ased eye when it comes to seeing that people get 
the support they need. 

Please note that while calling the cops isn't 
fun, if people choose to get the cops involved 
you should respect their decision. 

The Future of Conflict Mediation 

The rondy's mediation group has developed 
a new listserv to share resources and discuss 
conflict mediation issues online. It is our hope 
that this listserv can be a tool to help facilitate 
discussions as we head into future gatherings. 
It will especially point out specific people to set 
up the safe space and volunteer to mediate. Be- 
cause of this pre-gathering planning, no future 
event should go without a space for mediation. 
Advance planning will also take some respon- 
sibility off the backs of individual bioregional 
organizers. 

So you're ready to take on the world now, huh? 

For more info on conflict mediation, establish- 
ing Support groups, consent and anti-oppression 
work, visit www.earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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BY XOXA CHAHIM 

There's something about a 
swamp... that makes some people 
want to destroy it. The Everglades 
are unique in the world: a huge, 
low-nutrient sheet-flow marsh that 
feeds lively estuaries and coral 
reefs. But for a long time, they 
were considered malarial waste- 
lands that stood in the way of the 
white man's conquest. Only after 
the swamps were vanquished by 
decades-worth of massive drain- 
ing and engineering projects did 
people began to see what they were 
forever altering. 

In 2001, the Comprehensive Ever- 
glades Restoration Plan (CERP) was 
authorized in the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2000, with 50- 
50 state-federal funding. CERP's bud- 
get has already grown to more than 
$12 billion, making it the world's 
largest and most expensive restora- 
tion project. But will this massive, 
top-down plan really "save the Ev- 
erglades"? 

As the Everglades' destruction 
continues unabated and rock min- 
ing, sugar farming, urban sprawl 
and relentless drainage continue 
to suck the life out of this world 
treasure, CERP may turn out to be 
little more than developers' largest, 
most successful spin campaign. It 
may be past time for a more radi- 
cal, direct-action-oriented restora- 
tion campaign. 

CERP Components 

CERP was born out of a political 
consensus that gave top priority 
to complete agricultural drainage 
while leaving ecosystem resto- 
ration a secondary priority. The 
Everglades National Park's own 
scientists have said that the plan 
"does not represent a restoration 
scenario for southern, central and 
northern Everglades." It does not 
even promise to undo harm to the 
Everglades — only that no one's 
water supply or flood control will 
be reduced. 

A cursory analysis of the com- 
ponents of CERP reveals the plan's 
true priorities: 

•Thirty-one projects entirely or 
primarily for human water supply 
needs, such as reservoirs and waste- 
water recycling 

•Five projects primarily for 
treating water polluted by indus- 
trial, agricultural and residential 
practices 

•Eleven projects for controlled 
water delivery to natural areas 

•Seven projects with general res- 
toration goals, such as habitat resto- 
ration and invasive species control 

•Three projects with semi-restora- 
tion goals, such as reducing exces- 
sive water delivery to natural areas 

•Eight projects with significant 
components to restore sheet flow 
and return parts of the Everglades 
to its natural state through road, 
levee and canal removal 

The only type of project that can 
be seen as true restoration is the 
plan to remove sheet flow barriers, 


returning the system to its natural 
state. This plan would include re- 
moving 240 miles of canals and le- 
vees that drain the Everglades, while 
building bridges for parts of certain 
highways so that they no longer cut 
through sheet flow areas. 

Glaring Deficiencies 

One of the major omissions in 
the overall plan is water quality 
control. The Everglades is a low- 
nutrient system, and even minor 
changes in phosphorous and ni- 
trogen levels can completely alter 
the ecology. Cattails, which thrive 
on phosphorous, are replacing 
historic sawgrass marshes at the 
rate of two acres per day — with 
more than 60,000 acres overtaken 
by 2003. Without assuring pris- 
tine water quality, removing bar- 
riers to sheet flow may actually be 
detrimental! 

The - plan also 
does not ad- 
equately address 
the exotic plant 
and animal prob- 
lems that affect 
approximately 1.5 
million acres. Me- 
laleuca trees were 
brought in about 
100 years ago to 
suck water out of 
the wetlands, and 
they continue to do 
so. Brazilian pep- 
per is taking over 
both aquatic and 
terrestrial habitats. 

Old World climbing 
fern is literally blan- 
keting our forests, 
creating fire ladders 
that carry flames 
to the tops of trees, 
converting natural, 
beneficial ground 
fires into canopy 
conflagrations. 

Meanwhile, Lake 
Okeechobee — the 
heart of the Everglades system 
and the largest freshwater lake 
wholly within the borders of the 
US — is dying because of extreme 
nutrient concentrations and its 
management as a water supply 
reservoir instead of a living eco- 
system. CERP utterly fails to ad- 
dress this situation. 

CERP relies on fossil-fuel-powered 
pumps and gates to move water, for- 
ever keeping the Everglades on artifi- 
cial life support. It flagrantly sidesteps 
real estate over-development and ur- 
ban sprawl as issues. It ignores water 
conservation practices as a necessary 
component. It promises restoration, 
but its own construction activities 
would destroy an additional 34,000 
acres of wetlands. It is, in the end, 
just a cosmetic change to the artifi- 
cial life-support system keeping the 
Everglades on the map. 

Miccosukee Speak Out 

The Miccosukee Seminole Na- 
tion of Florida, consisting of 
about 500 members, conducts a 


twice-annual study of changes 
on its land, strictly regulates nu- 
trient concentrations and does 
prescribed burns. In 1999, it pub- 
lished a paper called "Facing Up 
to Problems in Everglades Restora- 
tion." Its chief critiques of current 
restoration plans are as follows: 

•The restoration efforts focus pri- 
marily on Everglades National Park, 
to the detriment of tribal and state- 
owned lands. . 

•The Summary Report, ap- 
proved by Congress, significantly 
differed from the full CERP, which 
was created with public and sci- 
entific input. 

•Water quality is not assured for 
the Everglades, and CERP merely 
creates a system for more efficient 
pollution delivery. 

•The Natural Systems Model being 
used to measure data is inaccurate 


because it relies on sea level stan- 
dards, but the elevation of the land 
has changed. 

•The plan raises concern for flood 
control and property rights in the 
tribal areas. 

Alternative Plans 

In 1972, long before technocrats 
drew up CERP, ecologist Arthur R. 
Marshall, proposed a holistic res- 
toration blueprint that became 
known as the Marshall Plan. This 
plan emphasized the importance of 
guaranteeing clean water, dechan- 
nelizing several rivers, plugging 
up key canals and most impor- 
tantly, reestablishing sheet flow 
in various key areas south of Lake 
Okeechobee and just north of Ev- 
erglades National Park. This sheet 
flow proposal is almost identical to 
"Plan Six," a restoration option in 
the Army Corps of Engineers' "Re- 
study" that was eliminated from 
the final CERP document. 

Other environmentalists are 
also pushing the idea of raising 


Tamiami Trail (US 41) — a two- 
lane road that stops the flow of 
the Shark River Slough, the main 
"River of Grass," leaving the land 
unnaturally waterlogged north of 
the road and dangerously parched 
to the south. CERP offers to build 
a two-mile bridge, but activists 
have been calling for 11 miles to 
be made into a "skyway" in or- 
der to allow sufficient flow for the 
shallow, broad slough. 

DIY Restoration? 

It is clear that the Everglades 
will not be saved by the same offi- 
cials (the Army Corps) who, in this 
case, unmucked it up. Developers 
have uCERPed the official restora- 
tion effort, and I say let's usurp it 
back! But what would radical, do- 
it-yourself (DIY) restoration look 
like? Lots of people have asked me 
if they can come down to Florida 
and "do restoration." I kind of si- 
lently laugh, thinking, "It's much 
larger than that. You can't just 
come down and 'do restoration.'" 
Or can you? 

Certainly, individuals can be 
out there removing exotic spe- 
cies and replanting native flora. 
Perhaps, we could conduct wa- 
ter testing to back up campaigns 
against water polluters — but is 
that as far as Earth First! would 
want to take it? 

It's time to turn off those pumps, 
which send contaminated water 
into Lake Okeechobee and the ca- 
nal system. It's time to figure out 
how to jam those floodgates, which 
create flash floods on a regular basis, 
scouring the wildlife and vegetation 
jj from our rivers and canals. Hell, 
| it's even time to start plugging up 
J: those canals. Maybe next time EF! 
g disables a dump truck, we should 
| send it down to Florida, paint some 
| kind of "EF! Restoration Specialists" 
| logo on the side and use that puppy 
to backfill the canals that continu- 
ously drain our swamps. 

We need the guidance of local na- 
tive people, holistic scientists and 
even some old-time Florida crackers 
to do this right. Then, maybe then, 
Everglades restoration can happen 
at night. 

Everglades Earth First! is seeking 
ways to create radical DIY restora- 
tion. We are also working to stop 
the onslaught of development 
that prevents true restoration 
from being an option. Currently, 
in the northeastern Everglades, 
we are fighting Florida Power and 
Light's West County Energy Cen- 
ter, a 3,300-megawatt natural gas 
power plant, which would become 
the fourth-largest fossil fuel plant 
in the nation. 

For more information on the 
Everglades and its restoration or 
for our newest publication, "Ev- 
erything Everglades," contact 
Everglades Earth First! at (561) 
588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@ 
gmail.com. 

xoxa chahim is a fun-loving, man- 
hating, queer feminist member of Ever- 
glades Earth First!. 
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“And the Rest is History....” 

An Interview with Daniel McGowan 


by the EF!J Collective 

Daniel McGowan was recently sentenced to seven 
years in prison for actions committed in defense of 
the Earth, specifically the arsons of the Superior Lum- 
ber Company and Jefferson Poplar Farm in Oregon. 
He was rounded up as part of the FBI's "Operation 
Backfire, ” which sought to prosecute people for un- 
solved Earth Liberation Front (ELF) actions. For his 
address, see page 28. 

This is the first segment of a two-part interview 
conducted by the Earth First! Journal. Look for the 
second half in the January-February 2008 issue. 

Earth First! Journal: How are you? How have you 
been adjusting to prison so far? 

Daniel McGowan: I'm doing fine, all things 
considered, and happy to be here at my desig- 
nated facility after two months in a Brooklyn 
jail and three weeks on the road. They definitely 
throw you in the deep end of the pool here, and 
the shock of it all is tremendous, but I'm adjust- 
ing bit by bit, day by day. Unlike representa- 
tions of prison on TV and 
in popular culture, things 
are chill here. It’s a low- 
security prison with lots 
of recreational opportu- 
nities, dormitories with 
bunk beds and a lot of free 
movement. That said, it's 
prison — the prison governs 
every aspect of my life. I 
am 1,200 miles from home 
and unable to take part in 
activism outside the realm 
of writing. 

EF!f: Did you do anything 
special to prepare for prison? 

DM: My preparation and 
acceptance of prison began 
a long time ago — before I 
even took part in direct ac- 
tions. Once it became likely 
that I was going to prison, 
my preparation consisted 
of reading about prison, 
interviewing and meeting 
with former political pris- 
oners, seeing a therapist to 
deal with anxiety and doing 
tons of legal research about where I might end up 
and how to conduct myself while in prison. Addi- 
tionally, I did a lot of research on potential gradu- 
ate school programs, as I was determined to have 
a very busy time while imprisoned and wanted to 
make the most of this "time out," so to say. One 
thing I did not do enough was have fun! Beset by 
anxiety and stress, I found myself delving into the 
rational and computer-based side of prison prepa- 
ration at the expense of spending time with those 
I love. It's my number-one regret about my time 
from February 2006, when I was released on bail, 
to July 2007, when I self reported. 

EF!J: Has your experience doing prisoner support for 
Jeffrey "Free” Luers been useful during this ordeal? 

DM: Yes, I do think my experience of doing 
prison support for Free and others was useful. It 
may not be as linear as this, but I think working 
with people in New York City (NYC) and Oregon 
on prisoner support over the years helped us 
hone our tactics and strategies in support work. 
So, after doing it for eight years, I was able to 
be the recipient of these tactics and strategies, 
which resulted in fairly intense and vigorous 
prisoner support. For me, my friendship and 
correspondence with Jeff informed my deci- 
sions greatly — knowing how he was treated by 
the government, I had no illusions that the state 
would be fair with my case. My experience with 
Jeff's case left me with no hope for justice from 
the courts, the US legal system or any judge — no 
matter how liberal they are perceived to be. Jeff's 


appellate decision in February was easily the 
shining point of the year for me. 

EF!f: What brought you to activism, or specifically, 
the radical environmental movement? 

DM: I grew up in a neighborhood that was 
heavily polluted by jet fuel released from planes 
landing and taking off from La Guardia airport 
in Queens, New York. Cancer rates are high 
there, and my childhood memories are full of 
times that we were not allowed to swim in the 
ocean due to algae blooms or toxic waste wash- 
ing up on the shores. I grew up with images 
of the then-radical Greenpeace putting them- 
selves between whalers and whales (so much 
has changed!) and learned about the green- 
house effect and the impacts of greenhouse 
gasses on the environment as an elementary 
school student. It wasn't, however, until I took 
a life-changing trip to Thailand after graduat- 
ing from college that I sought to be involved. 
While there, I hiked rainforest trails, met en- 
vironmental refugees from Burma and expe- 
rienced serious pollution. My attempts to get 


involved in activism floundered until a late- 
night drunken stumble into Blackout Books 
(RIP) and a free-pile copy of the Earth First! 
Journal (the one with the "Super Freddy" with 
the automatic weapon guarding the Cove-Mal- 
lard timber sale!). I checked out the directory, 
saw that the NYC contact — the Wetlands Pre- 
serve — had open meetings and a few days later 
attended one. There, I heard about the Yerkes 
protest against primate research firsthand, as 
well as letter-writing attempts to keep Captain 
Paul Watson from being extradited to Norway. 
One month later, I took off cross-country for 
the 1997 Round River Rendezvous in Crandon, 
Wisconsin, got arrested for standing in front 
of a mining company, and the rest is history. 
How's that for a plug for the organizing effect 
of the EF.’P 

EF!J: What role did EF! and the EF!J play in your 
growth as an activist? What role, if any, do they play 
in your life now? 

DM: The Journal has always been a major part 
of my activism, from the times I would lunge 
at the pile we used to get at Wetlands to sub- 
mitting my first article (Mitsubishi lockdown, 
October 1998) to seeing analysis of the ELF ac- 
tions I was involved with. I short-termed for 
the Journal in 2000 and volunteered for the two 
years I lived in Eugene, helping with editing, 
filling sample issue orders and soliciting articles 
and artwork. The EF!J was a major reason for my 
move to Eugene and subsequent involvement 


with the ELF and was a base for many of the 
activists in Eugene who always came out for the 
(then) every-six-week mailing parties. I still get 
the Journal, enjoy most of the writings and dur- 
ing my time in prison, intend to submit articles 
and letters every issue. 

For a while, I thought the Journal would not 
recover from its growing pains and would join 
the huge list of magazines that failed or ceased 
publication in the last two years, but I'm happy 
to read about new developments. The new (old) 
format and the scrapping of horrible relation- 
ships with vampiric distributors is promising. 1 
am also happy to see the Journal's commitment 
to not only listing prisoner addresses but also 
seeking input and articles from them. We are still 
people who have opinions and want to mean- 
ingfully participate. 

EF!J: What's your sense of the state of the radical 
environmental movement? Where do you see it, and 
specifically EF!, heading? 

DM: The radical environmental movement 
has been the canary in the coal mine for the 
last 30 years, but the future, I am 
not sure about. We have called at- 
tention to issues long ignored by 
the press and our accommodating 
mainstream "Group of 10" (the 
huge environmental nonprofits): 
old-growth forests, mining, devel- 
opment, mountaintop removal, 
biotechnology. We should be proud 
of calling attention to these issues, 
but we need to do more than just 
be the messenger — we need to ac- 
! tually work toward having an im- 
| pact on these issues. The decline 
I of groups using the name "Earth 
| First!" is one thing people point 
f to as a bad thing, but if our issues 
are being covered or worked on by 
a growing number of people and 
organizations, perhaps that isn't 
so bad. Ultimately, climate change 
£ needs to be combated as a survival 
| issue, not just limited to an enviro 
| issue. If we allow climate change to 
be just another one of our issues, we 
are letting people off the hook. To 
really deal with it — and trust me, I 
have my doubts about our ability 
and desire to deal with it — we will need more 
than just radical enviros doing something. At this 
point, within EF!, I am curious about whether 
Rising Tide will rise to the occasion and whether 
or not our opposition to this new batch of coal 
plants will result in some actual victories. 

EF!f: Many within EF! have observed that the 
number and intensity of radical environmental 
direct-action campaigns seem to have dropped sig- 
nificantly during the past 10 to 15 years. Do you 
agree with this assessment or have any thoughts 
on why this might be? 

DM: Not having a comprehensive diary or list 
of actions that qualify as "radical environmen- 
tal direct actions," it's hard for me to say. What 
we always have to keep in mind is that for ev- 
ery action claimed through a communique by a 
group with a name, there are tons of other un- 
claimed actions by people who may not iden- 
tify as activist in any way. It's well known that 
"ecotage" did not originate with identifiable 
groups, complete with names, guidelines and 
statements to the media. Our history supports 
this point: The Tucson eco-raiders, the Fox, bill- 
board topplers, tree spikers, road rippers — all 
existed before the rise of groups like the ELF. 
So, I can't say that any evidence points to fewer 
actions overall, although I agree that there are 
fewer actions claimed by groups with public 
statements, etc. 

As for radical environmental campaigns, it 
sure seems to be true that there are fewer of 
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these. When I lived in Oregon, there were, at 
times, four active treesits, as well as quieter 
campaigns by people like myself that focused 
on disrupting timber sales, and many lawsuits 
attempting to take large amounts of forest off 
the chopping block. Nowadays, there seems to 
be a much-changed situation, with no active 
treesits in Oregon or Washington and disband- 
ed groups in these once very active communi- 
ties. However, it isn't always about quantity, 
and there are still efforts to protect forests, such 
as by the Cascadia Wildlands Project (CWP) 
and lawyers like Lauren Regan who thanklessly 
(and with no help from the nonprofits) work 
hard to protect burned Biscuit sales in southern 
Oregon. One good thing I just heard is that the 
Clark timber sale (known better as Fall Creek 
or, in its early days, Red Cloud Thunder) is now 
canceled. Years of occupying trees and, in lat- 
er years, red tree vole surveys that shrunk the 
size of the sale down to 29 acres resulted in the 
sale no longer being profitable. The groups that 
worked on this, from the mainstream Oregon 
Natural Resources Council (now Oregon Wild) 
to the CWP, treesitters and surveyors should be 
proud of themselves for working together on 
different levels. We need more of these com- 
bined efforts. 

EF!J: Now that your sentence has started, is there 
anything you've wanted to say but couldn't until 
this moment? 

DM: I suppose now is the best time to address 
the issue of my cooperating codefendants. Much 
has been said about their choices, which resulted 
in a long list of arrests, death threats and a seem- 
ingly never-ending investigation. Let me be re- 
ally clear: There was a spoken and crystal-clear 
agreement made between all who were involved 
in these actions that we would never, ever turn 
each other in to save ourselves. I took that oath 
seriously, as did a few of my old friends. Sadly 
though, not everyone did, and instead threw us 
to the wolves. In one month, I went from hav- 
ing three people pointing their fingers at me — a 
sociopathic heroin addict (Ferguson), an intel- 
lectually diminished domestic violence abuser 
turned conservative (Meyerhoff) and • a meek 
porn store manager and pothead (Tubbs) — to 
having almost all of my codefendants selling me 
out. It was shocking and tremendously hurtful, 
and I will never forgive them for the betrayal. 
The straw that broke the camel's back was prob- 
ably when I found out that Suzanne Savoie, an 
ex-lover and once close friend, told the govern- 
ment of my entire illegal history from 1998- 
2001 — including some 10 or so actions that we 
did together — with incredible details. She got 51 
months; I got 84 — the price of treachery is appar- 
ently 33 months. 

That said, I am not willing to give these peo- 
ple any more of my time and my life. I have no 
desire to ever hear from them again with fake 
apologies or regret. Their actions are their cross 
to bear — not mine. I can wake up in the morning 
knowing that not only did I try to stop the de- 
struction I saw, but that I acted honorably when 
I facing life in prison. 

Finally, I want to say that it was very diffi- 
cult to stand silently in court while the pros- 
ecutor said that our actions were analogous to 
the actions of the Ku Klux Klan. I pride myself 
on speaking out when I hear racist garbage like 
that, and I regret that I was cowed by my sur- 
roundings and half-expected the judge to re- 
buke prosecutor Stephen Peiffer for his racist 
and horribly inaccurate remark. 

EF!J: How do you feel about the sentence you re- 
ceived? Were you surprised? Disappointed? Relieved? 

DM: My sentence of seven years for two ar- 
sons is double the federal median sentence. I 
received six months less than what the gov- 
ernment asked for, due to my involvement in 
aboveground and non-destructive activism 
from 2001 to 2005. Honestly, 1 felt that my 
activism, the fact that I left the ELF without 
pressure from anyone and my complete lack of 
criminal history would have led to a lesser sen- 
tence. But I'm not surprised, really — there is no 
' justice from the courts. If there were, the judge 
would never have tolerated our being charged 
with the 924(c) counts (use of a destructive 
device), which could have given me a 30-year 
mandatory minimum if found guilty of one and 
mandatory life in prison if found guilty of both. 
We called 924 (c) "the snitch maker,” because 



the count caused great fear and hopelessness 
amongst those who were charged with it. Relief 
was certainly something I felt after I went from 
facing life in prison plus 335 years to "only" 
eight years. I am surrounded by people whose 
sentences of 20 years and more remind me that 
I could have gotten a lot more time. 

That said, I think it's imperative that we not 
accept these charges and characterization of our- 
selves as "terrorists" (eco, domestic or otherwise). 
We should never accept the overarching tactics 
that the government uses to get people to break. 

EF!f: Most of your codefendants decided to cooper- 
ate with the government by informing on you, the 
other non-cooperating defendants and each other. 
From early on, you were very clear about your refusal 
to do this. When and how did you decide to make 
this commitment? Was this a difficult decision? How 
much pressure was on you to inform on others, and 
how did you withstand this pressure? 

DM: I decided a long time ago that I would 
never cooperate with a situation I might find my- 
self in years later. Before I took part in serious ac- 
tions, I thought long and hard about it. Frankly, 
it was not a hard decision to make and I think it 
plays to my personality — which is very stubborn 
at times! Once I was arrested, I clammed up and 
tried my best to ignore what was going on — I was 
cold, hungry and in a cell that was freezing with 
the lights on, but I knew that this was temporary 
and that I would soon have a lawyer. Legal train- 
ings that I had been to a dozen times suddenly 
made sense as I saw the silly attempts that were 
made to get me to talk. Specifically, Eugene cop 
Greg Harvey told me that the 924 (c) count was 
the same count that Chris McIntosh pleaded to, 
that he knew I had a niece and that I shouldn't 
bankrupt my family, and that I should be smart 
and talk with the prosecution as "the door is 
open now but it's closing soon." I saw this at- 
tempt for what it was and reasserted my right to 
silence over and over to them. 

I can't say there was much pressure put on me 
by others — all my friends and family understood 
my decision to not cooperate. My codefendant 
Gerlach did wage a "choose life" campaign, 
seeking to meet with every defendant and law- 
yer and tell them that we should "choose life" 
and not be martyrs! This was a very obvious 
attempt to gain credence with the prosecution 
and at her sentencing, she and her lawyer at- 
tempted to cash in on this, stating that she got 
many people to cooperate. Of course, this is true 
in the case of her private meeting with Darren 
Thurston, who left a joint agreement with me 
and Jonathan Paul shortly after this meeting 
with Gerlach (and started cooperating with the 
government after that point). Her meeting with 
my lawyer and private investigator provided me 
with a lot of insight into the mind of someone 
who cooperates and the lengths that they will 
go to in their quest to lessen their time in jail. A 
document of notes regarding Gerlach's attempts 
to get me to inform will be made public soon on 
www.supportdaniel.org. 


EF!f: How do you feel about the support that some 
of the informants continue to receive from some folks 
in the radical environmental movement? 

DM: I think it's sad that some people in the 
radical enviro movement still support infor- 
mants from this case. I can understand, in some 
way, a situation in which a friend is dismayed 
by the actions taken by another friend who is 
an informant and thus, I do not begrudge them 
that. However, there is a huge difference be- 
tween supporting a friend privately without us- 
ing movement money (making sure they have 
commissary and letters) and publicly support- 
ing these people, soliciting money from the 
movement, asking magazines to send them free 
subscriptions and obscuring the truth about the 
depth of their cooperation. 1 won't delve too 
deeply into the situation with Darren Thurston, 
but I will say this: Thurston is a cooperating 
witness against the people in the Litchfield Bu- 
reau of Land Management ELF action. Some of 
these people are informants themselves, but a 
few people are not. Thurston told the govern- 
ment the timeline of the action — what he did 
and what other people did, specifically. It does 
not matter that he and his support person both 
say the government already knew this. That is 
their assertion, not a fact — and either way, that 
idea of "they already knew it" has been so thor- 
oughly discredited over the last 30 years that 
I'm surprised it can still be spoken without 
meeting universal derision. The assertion made 
is that Thurston will not have to testify against 
the three people he told the government about 
either because a) they won't be caught, or b) he 
will be in Canada by that point and won't have 
to testify. Sadly, most people that the FBI deems 
"fugitives" are caught (e.g. Peter Young, Sara Ol- 
son, James Kilgore) so that really isn’t too much 
consolation. Secondly, if Darren thinks Canada 
is a refuge, maybe he should read a little about 
the cases of Leonard Peltier, Tre Arrow, John 
Graham or Jeremy Hintzman (US conscientious 
objector). Of course, maybe the US government 
told him that they wouldn't need him, but that's 
just conjecture. His plea agreement is available 
to the public, except for the paragraphs dealing 
with the cooperation he offered, which are still 
sealed. So we are left in the dark, really, because 
his support people and Thurston himself keep 
his plea agreement and FBI debrief forms sealed. 
I think that anyone who reads the court reports 
can see that not only did the prosecution call 
him a remarkable cooperating witness but his 
lawyers also lauded his cooperation. Ask your- 
self how a former Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
prisoner banned from the US and caught with 
a fake green card, more than 20 fake IDs, guns 
and drugs, and a participant in an ELF arson at 
a government facility gets not only a 37-month 
sentence but no terrorism enhancement? How 
much proof do people need? 

The second part of this interview will be printed in 
the January-February issue of the Earth First! Jour- 
nal. Keep your eyes peeled. 
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((Two Responses 

to Peter Young)) 


by J.J. Hicks 

If my humble opinion is deigned 
worthy to grace the pages of the 
EF! Journal, I'd like to address Pe- 
ter Young's latest letter (see EF!J 
September-October 2007). 

I'm a 15-year Earth First! veteran 
currently in a medium security fed- 
eral prison — also known as a Federal 
Correctional Institute (FCI) — and 
I've done a little time in a state pris- 
on. I've been in and out of a couple 
dozen different jails coast to coast, 
and I've spent more than seven 
years of my life locked up in one 
form or another. I guess that should 
qualify me as knowledgeable on the 
subject of "doing time" in the feder- 
al Bureau of Prisons (BOP) and state 
prison systems. 

Peter, I applaud your actions and 
I usually love your writings. But 
your "Federal Prison 101" article 
contains misleading assertions and 
many generalizations (see EF!J May- 
June 2007), while your latest SFB 
letter sounds like the ravings of an 
egomaniac. Being an egomaniac 
myself at times, I should know. 

Anyway, you were locked up for 
how long? About two years? And 
at least half of that was probably 
spent in county jails, right? I'm just 
speculating. I'm also guessing that 
it was your first time "doing time." 
And actually, an American Indian 
Movement friend and mentor of 
mine used to tell me you ain't even 
doing time unless you got at least a 
five-year bid to do. So, all your ex- 
perience and knowledge of prison, 
federal or otherwise, is really quite 
limited, isn't it? 

By your own admission, you only 
spent 15 minutes a day socializing 
with your fellow prisoners, who 
you claim "exhibited the maturity 
of 15 -year-olds." It doesn't sound 
like you interacted much, and 
your interactions were prejudiced 
as well. I'm certain that if you had 


by Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

First, allow me to apologize for us- 
ing this as a forum to address a per- 
sonal issue. However, having read 
Peter Young's letter, I feel I must (see 
EF!J September-October 2007). 

Peter, as an activist, I have the utmost respect 
for you, but I had no idea you could be such a 
jackass. Yes, the majority of my prison experi- 
ence has been different than yours. However, 
I've done some time in federal medium custody 
for activism, as well as state medium. In fact, my 
first fight was in medium custody. 

I'm not disputing your statement that camp 
and low custody life is much easier. However, 
your trivialization of prison is, frankly, repulsive 
and arrogant. 

I don't care where you do time. The fact remains 
that in the US, one in five male prisoners will be 
sexually assaulted during their sentence. If you 
want to pretend that is a movie statistic, that is 
your business. But it is that kind of dismissive at- 
titude about the personal consequences of strug- 
gle that has created so much trouble. 

What about the threat of long prison sentences 
in maximum security, which was used to break so 
many of the Backfire defendants? What if people 
don't take deals? What about the Black Bloc kid 
who gets nicked for smashing a riot cop's face 


spent more time in prison actu- 
ally getting to know more about 
your- fellow prisoners and the BOP, 
you'd not have made such sweep- 
ing generalizations. 

For starters, every federal prison 
is different — often extremely dif- 
ferent — even among FCIs. This is 
mostly because of geographic differ- 
ences, which tend to reflect cultural 
differences that are more often than 
not based on different racial and 
ethnic backgrounds. A Northeast 
federal prison (where I am) has a lot 
of prisoners from New York City and 
the upper Midwest who are mostly 
black. This is vastly different than a 
Texas federal prison, which is usu- 
ally 80 percent or more Mexicano or 
Mexican-American. Most prisoners 
belong to a gang or are beholden to 
some clique of men from their re- 
gion, city or neighborhood. There 
are federal prisons where everybody 
mostly gets along, and there are 
federal prisons where wars regularly 
break out between factions. And 
the conditions are always subject to 
change. Sometimes during battles, a 
man may be attacked just because 
he's white, or Muslim, or from 
Ohio. That's just the way it is. 

While the daily threat of violence 
does drop off dramatically from a max- 
imum to a medium security facility, 
FCIs have different classifications as 
well. There are medium-lows, straight 
mediums and medium-highs. I'm at 
a medium-high, one step below a 
maximum security US Penitentiary, 
and in my four years here, I've seen 
some serious shit go down. There 
have been gang fights — one involv- 
ing literally hundreds of men and re- 
sulting in about 50 hospitalizations. 
I've seen stabbings, bludgeonings 


and people beaten nearly to death 
with bare hands. I've heard of a 
couple of rapes. Statistically speak- 
ing, though, it's probably more 
dangerous driving your car to the 
grocery store. 

I've personally been in a few 
scraps that could've easily turned 
deadly. I didn't stop being a revo- 
lutionary when I came to prison. 
I've committed several "violations" 
of convict rules by standing up for 
wildlife and liberating animals and 
insects that other prisoners meant 
to keep as pets and/or torture to 
death. I've been attacked for call- 
ing out snitches, and I've attacked 
pedophiles. I've gotten into fights 
for my well-known anti-fascist and 
anti-racist beliefs, as well. One Ary- 
an Brotherhood convict fucked me 
up so bad when I first got here that 
I still suffer chronic, debilitating 
back pain that the prison medical 
staff refuses to diagnose or treat. 

Medical malpractice in the BOP 
is a real fear. It's likely that more 
prisoners have been killed here by 
the medical staff than by other pris- 
oners. You can pretty much expect 
your medical concerns to be ne- 
glected. The prevailing attitude is 
basically, "They're prisoners, who 
gives a fuck?" For the last couple of 
years, there's also been a BOP-wide 
deadly staph infection epidemic. 

Prison staff at this FCI psychologi- 
cally and physically abuse prison- 
ers all the time — especially in "the 
hole." The prison industrial complex 
is designed to abuse and demean in 
order to subdue and pacify the in- 
mate population. To move anywhere 
on this compound, you have to pass 
through metal detectors, and you're 
subjected to regular "pat-downs" 



and searches of your person and 
belongings. Strip searches are com- 
monplace. So are both "random" 
and "suspect" urine and breath tests. 
It's all part of the system of control. 
To resist is to invite the use of ex- 
cessive force by overzealous guards. 
Prisoners' rights are violated daily 
with little or no recourse. The very 
nature of prison makes guards sadis- 
tic control freaks. 

Peter, you're concerned that "a 
thousand who might otherwise act" 
will not because of horror stories 
from prison. I think that's as far- 
fetched as folks being "paralyzed by 
fear” after being made aware of the 
realities of federal prison life. Fear 
doesn't inspire or deter us; love and 
anger move us to action. And once 
we've reached the level of love and 
anger that makes us act, nothing can 
deter us. That's our true strength, not 
our numbers. There probably aren't 
even 200 radical, underground 
animal/Earth liberation activists in 
the US, and not you nor Free nor 
I are gonna inspire or deter an up- 
start army to the front lines. Which 
is all the more reason to value the 
few soldiers we have and educate 
them about the realities of prison if 
they've never been here before. 

I think it's more "ignorant, irre- 
sponsible and dangerous" for folks 
to be unaware of the potential con- 
sequences of their actions. There 
would probably be fewer snitches 
if everybody took this shit more 
seriously and knew what they were 
getting themselves into. This ain't 
a fuckin' game. This ain't just some 
cool shit to do with your friends on 
a lark. Please allow me to quote you 
one last time, Peter: "This is about 
saving lives." 

J.J. Hicks got in a fix up in the 
sticks of North Cackalacky, growing 
that wacky tobacky. Feds told him to 
snitch on the ELF and put his friends 
on the shelf, but he went and did the 
time his damn-self. 


r 


with a rock? What if the government stops play- 
ing by the rules you have set? 

People should be scared to act. Direct action 
isn't the absence of fear; it is the courage to 
overcome it. If someone is too intimidated by 
the threat of maximum security, they should 
limit their actions to those with less severe 
consequences. Otherwise they risk ending up 
like Stanislas Meyerhoff or Kevin Tubbs, telling 
on everyone to avoid getting locked away in a 
max forever. 

For you to say that activists should only worry 
about the likelihood of easy time rather than the 
possibility of severe and damaging consequences 
is the most brazenly irresponsible and ignorant 
thing I've ever read. 

Your words are dangerous, Peter. To paint a 
picture that radical struggle doesn't have real 
and traumatic consequences is to mislead activ- 
ists and create warriors ill-prepared to face the 
consequences of their actions. 

It is no wonder so many of our fellow activ- 
ists have broken, when their very role models 


dismiss consequences as nothing 
to be afraid of. 

Perhaps you care so much about 
the "struggle" that you have lost 
sight of looking out for those who 
fight it. Personally, I'd rather shock 
some sense into a thousand people 
who have some romanticized notion of resis- 
tance in order to prepare the one who has the 
heart and dedication to act and face whatever 
may come with integrity and honor. 

Then again, maybe you are right. Perhaps, in 
the name of resistance, it is best to just encour- 
age everyone to act with a reassuring pat on the 
back, saying, "Don't worry, what could possibly 
go wrong?" 

Seriously, for everyone thinking about getting 
involved in hardcore illegal actions, please think 
hard about what could happen and the conse- 
quences you might have to face. I'm tired of see- 
ing well-intentioned people become a liability to 
our struggle. We must prepare people to be war- 
riors who will not break under pressure, and not 
just lead lambs to the slaughter. 

Jeffrey “Free" Luers was sentenced in June 2001 
to 22 years and eight months for arson at a car 
dealership and attempted arson of an oil truck. In 
February, the court of appeals reversed this sentence. 
Luers is awaiting resentencing. For his address, see 
page 28. 
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BY ZhONN 

A new chapter in the ongoing book 
of repression against US eco-activists, 
was written on August 20. In Seattle, 
Washington, during the early morn- 
ing, and in Chicago at around 1 1 a.m., 
FBI agents woke two people in their 
homes to issue them subpoenas to ap- 
pear before a Minneapolis grand jury. 


Anthony Wong and Brandon El- 
der, the two served with subpoenas, 
both refused to comment or to co- 
operate with the agents. Apparently, 
an "Ian Wallace" had already been 
cooperating with agents for several 
months prior to these events. Agents 
showed Wong several unclear pho- 
tos of vehicles or machines as a 
form of intimidation, while saying 
that Wong knew what he was be- 
ing shown and that if he cooper- 
ated it would be better for him. 
Wong was also told that Kevin 
Tubbs and Stanislas Meyerhoff 
(snitches in the Operation Back- 
fire cases) had been cooperating 
with the agents. Elder was asked 
about his alleged involvement 
with acts of arson and vandal- 
ism that happened several years 
ago at the Twin Cities campus of 
Minnesota State University. Ac- 
cording to www.midwestgreens- 
care.org, a third person has also 



been subpoenaed but is remaining 
anonymous. 

The September 6 grand jury 
hearing was cancelled, reportedly 
because the district attorney knew 
that those summoned would refuse 
to cooperate and planned to plead 
the Fifth. 

There has been a solid flow of com- 
munity organizing and awareness 
in Minnesota since the announce- 
ment of the subpoenas. A public 
meeting was held in the Twin Cities 
and an informational meeting has 
planned for the future. 

A few lessons can already be 
drawn from this unfolding story. By 
not cooperating, the two escaped 
their grand jury summonses. In 
no way does not cooperating auto- 
matically lead to a cancelled grand 
jury summons, but it is nice to see 
a clear line drawn — coercion from 
the state does not need to lead to 
more snitching and information 


divulgence. We see what led up to 
this — numerous people cooperat- 
ing. We need only look into the 
other cases in the current wave of 
repression and see what happens 
when information falls into the 
wrong hands. 

The other important thing to 
recognize is the organizing around 
this! Through constant education 
and awareness on the current wave 
of repression that ecodefenders 
face, we see more community sup- 
port for prisoners from our move- 
ment. When we educate people 
about resisting grand juries and 
knowing their rights, we prevent 
accidental information trading. 
Also, when people see that com- 
munities support them, it helps 
them make the right decision. This 
incident is a good model to follow 
in case of future repression. 

For more information, visit 
www.midwestgreenscare.org. 


Charges Unsealed Against Snitch Jake Ferguson 


The charges against Jacob Ferguson, the snitch 
whose cooperation with the police led directly 
to the widespread arrests of Operation Backfire, 
have finally been unsealed (see EF!J March-April 
2006). Until Ferguson's cooperation, the FBI had 
essentially no leads in 17 different Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) and Animal Liberation Front ac- 
tions — primarily arsons — that had taken place in 
California, Colorado, Oregon, Washington and 
Wyoming between 1996 and 2001. 

"If you don't get a break, arson is a really tough 
case to make," retired Eugene, Oregon, police- 
man Thad Buchanan said of the case in May 
2006. "Most of your evidence burns up." 


To date, Operation Backfire has led to the im- 
prisonment of 10 people and the suicide of Bill 
Rodgers. Briana Waters is awaiting trial, and four 
suspects have not been captured. 

According to government documents, Fergu- 
son's relationship with the feds began when he 
became a suspect in the 2001 arson of the Joe 
Romania Chevrolet dealership in Eugene, Or- 
egon. By September 2004, Ferguson was actively 
cooperating with the FBI. He traveled around 
the country to initiate and secretly tape conver- 
sations with others about prior actions they had 
taken together, and he accompanied investiga- 
tors to the sites of various actions. 


After being sealed for three years under court 
order, the charges against Ferguson have been 
revealed as one count of arson and one of at- 
tempted arson. The charges stem from the torch- 
ing of a pickup truck and the attempted torching 
of a building at the US Forest Service's Detroit 
Ranger Station in the Willamette National Forest 
in 1996 — the ELF's first major US action. 

Under the terms of his agreement with the 
feds, Ferguson is expected to receive a probation- 
ary sentence with no jail time. He will still re- 
ceive his monetary compensation from the FBI, 
an undisclosed amount that is believed to total 
approximately $150,000. 



by Zhonn 

After a nine-year campaign against 
his company that has included his 
being battered with a pickax handle 
outside his home and having his com- 
pany lose banking, insurance and au- 
diting options, go $100 million into 
debt and have only two percent of its 
shares dealable on the market, Brian 
Cass — managing director of Hunting- 
don Life Sciences (HLS) — claims that 
the Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) campaign is now 99 percent 
"under control." 

This was Cass's point in a Septem- 
ber interview with the UK's Telegraph 
newspaper. But even in the face of 
the SHAC 7 repression in the US and 


Operation Achilles in Europe, all one 
has to do is take a quick glance on the 
web to see otherwise. "All we are ask- 
ing is to be treated the same way as 
other firms," Cass pleaded with the 
Telegraph. "The most important thing 
is to be given a normal bank account, 
because that will open other doors." 

Apparently, SHAC thinks this is 
a bit too much to ask for a com- 
pany that kills 500 animals a day. 
Since the publication of Cass's 
comments, SHAC has been 100 
percent outta control — with anti- 
HLS actions taking place in the US, 
the UK, the Netherlands, Italy and 
Poland. And wait, did Cass forget 
about the tampering with HLS cli- 
ent Novartis' products in England 


and France in August? No, this was 
his response to the action: "It's very 
easy for someone to make the sort 
of claims they have with nothing 
behind them." Well Cass, it's claims 
like those that get 200,000 bottles 
off the shelves and in the trash 
along with the dirty, bloody profit 
they would have made. 

Oh yeah, Cass, what about all the 
SHAC-related Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) actions in the US? In 
October, Moravek Biochemicals ter- 
minated its business with HLS after 
the ALF paid a visit to one of its ex- 
ecutives and vandalized his luxury 
vehicle and home. In September, 
the ALF and others vandalized an 
Abbott Laboratories executive's 


home in Washington, DC, and 
an office building owned by Phe- 
nomenex owner Farajollah Mah- 
joor in southern California. This 
was the second such visit to the Ab- 
bott exec’s house. 

One must also wonder if Cass has 
heard about SHAC's plans to pay the 
town of Huntingdon and HLS a visit 
for a November 10 day of action. Does 
Cass consider all the active anti-HLS 
campaigns in 22 different countries 
to be "under control"? Hmm? 

For more information, contact 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty, c/ 
o FRIEND, 89 Bush Road, East Peck- 
ham, Tonbridge, Kent, TNI 2 5LJ, 
UK; info@shac.net; www.shac.net. 

This makes ZHONN laugh and smile! 
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The EricMcDavid Story ... 


continued from page 3 

The Aftermath 

After the delivery of the verdict on 
September 27, Reichel conducted in- 
formal interviews with members of 
the jury. Here is a rundown of what 
they had to say: 

•They wanted to acquit Eric, but 
felt that they could not because 
of the instruction the judge had 
given them about "first contact" 
and "predisposition." 

•They thought that Anna was de- 
spicable, and they didn't believe a 
word she said unless it was on tape. 

•They were appalled at the behav- 
ior of the FBI and told the agents so 
to their faces. 

While much of this information 
is validating for Eric and his case, 
it's also maddening to know that 
Eric would be free today if not for 
one jury instruction. However, this 
bodes well for Eric's chances of ap- 
peal, which will be the next step in 
his struggle for freedom. Unfortu- 
nately, this process will take at least 
a year, and Eric will remain impris- 
oned in the meantime. 

Lies, Lies, Lies 

Not surprisingly, the media and the 
government have made a number of 
inaccurate and misleading statements 
about Eric and his case. Perhaps the 
two most egregious lies made during 
the trial were that Eric threatened to 
kill Anna if she was a cop and that 
she awoke one night with him wav- 
ing a knife over her. There was abso- 
lutely no evidence to support either 
of these claims, other than the word 
of an admitted professional liar. Dur- 
ing the time that the second incident 
was alleged to have happened, Eric 
and Anna were in a cabin completely 
wired with video and audio surveil- 
lance. Yet despite repeated requests 
from Reichel, the government never 
produced any documentary evidence. 
When Anna told this story during her 
testimony (after a lunch break, after it 
was clear that the government was 
grasping at straws), Reichel asked her 
if she had gone right back to sleep af- 
ter the alleged incident, and she said 
yes. If you wake up with someone 
waving a knife over you, do you fall 
right back asleep? Both of these out- 
rageously slanderous statements were 
clearly meant to smear Eric in front 
of the jury. 

After the trial, US Attorney Mc- 
Gregor Scott was quoted as saying, 
"Can you imagine what would hap- 
pen if they succeeded in blowing up 
Nimbus Dam? It would make New 
Orleans look like a Sunday pancake 
breakfast." But both Weiner and 
Jenson testified that Nimbus Dam 
was not a target at the time of the 
group's arrest in January. 

The list of falsehoods, hyperbole 
- and fear-mongering statements 
made by the government over the 
last two years is far too extensive 
to detail here. The bottom line is 
that the government has no qualms 
about spouting off the most mali- 
cious of lies in its desperate pursuit 
to convict innocent people. 

A Bit of Context 

Eric was arrested amidst the whirl- 
wind government crackdown on 
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radical environmentalists known as 
the "Green Scare." What sets Eric's 
case apart from the majority of these 
others, however, is that Eric was not 
actually charged with carrying out 
a crime — rather, he was charged 
with "conspiracy" to commit one. 
In essence, Eric was pursued and 


arrested for "thought crime." Noth- 
ing makes this more clear than the 
prosecution's non-ironic invocation 
of association with Crimethlnc. as 
proof of in itself of criminality. It is 
unclear whether the prosecutors are 
aware that the word they constantly 
uttered has the same Orwellian roots 
as the case itself. 

A quick glance at the criminal 
complaint against Eric and his for- 
mer co-defendants (which can be 
viewed on his web site) reveals the 
extent to which the charges against 
him stemmed from the state's tar- 
geting of certain lifestyles and polit- 
ical beliefs. The 15-page complaint 
uses the words "anarchist," "anar- 
chy" or "anarchism" 26 times and 
makes multiple references to Crime- 
thlnc., train-hopping and hitchhik- 
ing while tracing Eric's path across 
the country to various political 
protests and gatherings. The focus 
on anarchism and political thought 
extended into trial, with a rather 
heavy focus on the works of one au- 
thor, Derrick Jensen. At one point, 
the prosecutor actually confused 
Derrick Jensen with co-defendant 
Zachary Jenson and claimed that 
the author had visited Zach's mom 
in Tennessee over the Winter! Der- 
rick Jensen was probably mentioned 
in the trial more than anyone other 
than Eric and his co-defendants. 

This case makes it cleqr how far 
the government is willing to go to 
spy on and repress people based on 
their politics and lifestyle. Eric met 
Anna in August 2004 and the two 
remained in contact after that time. 
It was made clear during trial that 
Eric had fallen in love with Anna 
and that she used his feelings to 
keep him hooked and, eventually, 
to entrap him. Anna manufactured 
this "crime" by providing the means 
for it to occur and by manipulating 
the three into doing things that 
would allow her employers to arrest 
and prosecute them. She constantly 
pushed and cajoled Eric, Weiner 
and Jenson when they showed re- 
sistance to her plans. She paid for 


their entire existence — the cabin 
they lived in, their travel across 
the country, the car they used, the 
computers they used (which the 
FBI later confiscated), groceries and 
supplies. Weiner testified that Anna 
pulled $100 bills out of her pocket 
and gave them to Eric so that he 


could purchase groceries and sup- 
plies — leading to Anna’s outland- 
ish statements during trial that the 
money the group used came from 
Eric and Lauren's pockets! 

Eric was not released on bail be- 
cause the government said that he 
train-hopped, hitchhiked and "lived 
off the land." The most the govern- 
ment had to say about Eric's predis- 
position is that he read an interview 
of Derrick Jensen and shared it with 
others. This case is clearly meant 
to terrify people who are seeking a 
way to be free in their minds and 
in their lives — to get them to police 
themselves and each other in order 
to avoid persecution. 

And Then.... 

Eric's struggle is far from over. He 
is committed to continu- 
ing his fight against these 
charges through the ap- 
peals process. Due to the 
many legal errors made 
by the judge during Eric's 
trial and to the response 
from the jurors during 
the informal interviews, 
we remain positive about 
Eric's chances for appeal. 

But this will not be an 
easy battle. Much work 
needs to be done In prepa- 
ration, and Eric needs sup- 
port now more than ever. 

There are a number of 
things that you can do to 
help Eric make it through 
his coming months in pris- 
on and actualize his free- 
dom. First of all, appeals 
are not cheap. Unfortu- 
nately, we will need to raise 
many thousands of dollars 
to cover Eric's legal fees. We 
need everyone's help with 
this — please start working 
on fundraisers now and 
visit Eric's web site to make 
a donation online. 

Second, Eric is still 
without vegan meals. 

Please call the jail and 


request that they resume feeding 
him meals he can eat. 

Third, Eric's sentencing is sched- 
uled for December 6. We would 
love to see the courtroom full of 
supporters for Eric on that day. Eric 
is facing 20 years in prison, and the 
government has indicated that it 
will be pushing for the maximum 
time. The government also contin- 
ues to dangle the threat of a terror- 
ism sentencing enhancement over 
his head. 

Finally, please take a few minutes 
and write Eric a letter of support. 
Hearing from everyone around the 
world who keeps him in their hearts 
and minds helps keep Eric going 
day to day. 

Eric is an amazing individual. 
Those of you who know him know 
how compassionate and caring he 
is — how full of integrity and cour- 
age he is, and how he embodies 
these qualities in his day-to-day 
life. Eric has taught us all so much, 
especially in these last two years. 
Most of all, he's taught us what 
it means to choose life — to keep 
pushing forward and doing what's 
right, despite substantial obstacles, 
and to infuse every moment with 
joy and love. After the jury deliv- 
ered its verdict, Eric turned to all 
of us sitting behind him as he was 
leaving the courtroom, a look of 
concern on his face, and reminded 
us all: "Breathe...." 

Let's all keep breathing... and 
keep fighting. 

For more information, contact sa 
cprisonersupport@riseup.net; www. 
supporteric.org. 

Send letters of support to Eric 
McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, Sac- 
ramento County Main Jail, 651 I 
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

Sacramento Prisoner Support is 
based in Sacramento, California, 
and has been doing support work 
for Eric McDavid since his arrest in 
January 2006. 



This picture of Anna (the fed) is a couple of years old. As 
of Eric’s trial (according to reports), ‘ her hair was brown — 
almost auburn — and short, cut to just below her chin. She 
had it pulled up in barrettes most of the time. " It is ru- 
mored that she is now living in Iowa. Activists are urged to 
keep in mind that Anna is still ‘out there, ’ and as far as 
we know, still working for the FBI. 



Eric, during happier times 



Rod Coronado and the Order of the Phoenix 


continued from page 3 

Singleton began his opening state- 
ment with the tale of how Coronado 
had delivered a blow to illegal whal- 
ing by sinking two whaling ships in 
1986 and how none of Coronado's 
actions have ever harmed, let alone 
killed, anybody. He also contextual- 
ized Coronado's San Diego lecture as 
part of an organized event, "Revolu- 
tion Summer," that brought guest 
speakers from many movements 
to speak to people of all ages and 
backgrounds. This lecture was not a 
covert gathering, but an exercise in 
free speech open to all members of 
the public. 

The prosecution's first witness 
was San Diego's Assistant Fire 
Chief, who testified about the ELF 
fire. The judge allowed the govern- 
ment to show video footage of the 
fire, even though this was probably 
just an attempt to bias the jury with 
evidence that had no connection to 
the speech itself. 

Next up was an undercover San 
Diego police detective, Joe Lehr, 
who mostly investigates left-wing 
groups and attended the lecture 
in question. The courtroom lights 
were dimmed, and the prosecution 
played the one-hour video of the 
speech itself. The jury watched as 
Coronado explained his evolution 
into a direct-action activist, detailed 
his experience sinking whaling 
ships and infiltrating fur farms, and 
explained his rationale for aban- 
doning aboveground organizing. 
The courtroom heard of FBI atroci- 
ties against the Black Panthers, the 
American Indian Movement and 
the Committee in Solidarity with 
the People of El Salvador, and of 
the 120 people murdered by fed- 
eral agents in the Branch Davidian 
siege in Waco, Texas. Coronado ex- 
plained how during his time in the 
ALF, arson was a necessary tool to 
destroy "weapons of mass destruc- 
tion" like fur farms and animal re- 
search labs. When the lights were 
raised, one attorney whispered, 
"That's the most truth this court- 
room has ever heard." 

Because the video ended before 
the question-and-answer portion, 
Lehr had to testify about what 
had been asked and how Coro- 
nado had answered. According to 
Lehr, a woman shouted, "How do I 
make a bomb for an action?" This 
was a crucial portion of the trial — 
without the element of intent to 
commit further federal crimes of 
arson, the case would never have 
gone to trial. 

During cross examination, Lehr 
spoke of how he and his five-person 
surveillance team had carried out 
their investigation. He said that after 
writing his report, he destroyed his 
notes. Lehr admitted to paraphrasing 
in his report, but held strong to his 
recollection of having heard, "How 
do I make a bomb for an action?" 



Coronado tabling for the EF!J in 2003 


The next witness for the prosecu- 
tors was Brian Grove with the Bu- 
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives. Grove spoke on his 
tests of incendiary devices based on 
the model Coronado had described, 
complete with a video presentation. 
If anyone in the courtroom did not 
know how to build an incendiary 
device before this trial, they most 
certainly did after Grove's testi- 
mony! Then the videotape of the 
American University speech — where 


Coronado again demonstrated how 
he had assembled incendiary de- 
vices — was played. The government 
showed photos of Coronado's home 
and the text from published and 
unpublished articles rationalizing 
the use of direct action to defend 
the Earth and animals — arguing 
that this constitutionally protected 
speech was evidence of Coronado's 
intent to encourage others to com- 
mit arson. One of the articles was 
an editorial in which he extolled 
the virtues of arson as a tactic (see 
EF!J September-October 2003). 

After this, the judge heard oral 
arguments on which instructions 
to give the jury. The defense had 
a simple argument: As this offense 
involved speech, a narrow defini- 
tion of what kind of speech is ille- 
gal was required. The judge decided 
to include a jury instruction stating, 
"The Constitution guarantees free- 
dom of speech. The Constitution, 
however, does not protect speech or 
advocacy that is directed to solicit 
or produce imminent lawless action 
and is likely to incite or produce 
such action" (emphasis added). 

The prosecutors were furious; they 
knew that with such an instruction, 
a conviction was an uphill battle. 
Not only would they have to prove 
that Coronado demonstrated how 
to build a destructive device and in- 
tended that it be used for a crime of 
violence, they would now have to 
prove that his words were likely to 
incite "imminent action." 

So much of this case centered 
on what must be interpreted as a 
thought crime: Did Coronado in- 
tend for others to commit arson? 
Only by entering his mind at the 
time could one know for sure. But 
what is clear, according to the Su- 
preme Court, is that it is not ille- 
gal to encourage others to commit 
illegal acts unless one is inciting 
them to do so immediately. The 
prosecutors desperately argued that 
this should not apply, because the 
case was about Coronado instruct- 
ing others to commit "domestic 
terrorism" — apparently, the Depart- 
ment of Justice wishes that the First 
Amendment did not protect speech 
the government finds unfavorable. 

On the third day of trial, the de- 
fense played an audiotape that had 
surfaced of the question-and-answer 


portion of the San Diego speech. 
This single piece of evidence severe- 
ly cast Lehr's testimony into doubt, 
as it clearly proved that Coronado 
had only answered a question about 
his own prior actions. 

The defense's next witness was 
Cari Shaw, the woman who had 
asked the question. Shaw testified 
that the question had been sponta- 
neous and that she never intended 
to use an incendiary device for any 
federal crime. The last witnesses for 
the defense were two 
other women who had 
attended the speech in 
San Diego. Both women 
testified that the crowd 
was subdued, not primed 
for action as the govern- 
ment argued, and that 
no one ever asked Coro- 
nado to demonstrate 
how to build a bomb for 
an action. 

After the weekend 
break, on September 
17, the courtroom was 
packed for the closing arguments. 
The prosecution began with lots of 
choreographed rhetoric, accusing 
Coronado of being a recruiter for the 
ALF and ELF and a "mentor of ar- 
son." The video screen was lowered 
and the images of the ELF fire were 
played again and again. If the gov- 
ernment couldn't win this case based 
on the law, it would appeal to the 
jury's fears in a military town where 
the "War on Terror" is many people's 
occupation. The prosecutor shouted, 
gesticulated and insisted that "immi- 
nent" could mean weeks or months, 
arguing that before the US invaded 
Iraq, the public knew that war was 
imminent months before. 

Now it was Dumbledore's turn. 
Serra moved to the podium just a 
few feet from the jurors — explain- 
ing in his grandfatherly style that, 
with his failing vision, he wanted 
to be able to see them clearly. Serra 
spoke first of the privilege of living 
in a society where people, not law 
enforcement agencies, give the final 
judgment in such important cases. 
Then he began to describe historic 
incidents where speech had crossed 
the line into crime: the Boston Tea 
Party, the Great Depression (when 
evicted families burned their repos- 
sessed houses), lynch mobs storming 
jail cells, the longshoreman strikes 
of the 1930s (where freight on the 
docks was dumped into the sea) and 
lastly, the gay community's riots in 
San Francisco after the murder of 
Harvey Milk. All of these incidents, 
said Serra in a college professor's 
manner, began with speeches that 
eventually evolved into calls for im- 
minent action. Coronado's speech 
in San Diego clearly did not. Sena 
spoke of how, since September 11, 
2001, the presence of law enforce- 
ment in our lives has transformed 
from "a thin blue line to a thick blue 
wall." He reminded jurors that Coro- 
nado's rights were also their rights. 
He read some of the most inflam- 
matory of Coronado's quotes that 
had been introduced into evidence, 
pronouncing after each one, "Not 
a crime!" After nearly three hours, 
Serra closed with the admonish- 
ment that in this society, we should 
not punish ideology, only crime. 

By the end of the day, the jury 
was given its instructions and be- 
gan deliberations. Just before 4:30 


p.m. on September 18, the judge 
received a note from the jury that it 
was hopelessly deadlocked, and no 
further deliberation would break the 
impasse. The judge met with attor- 
neys from both sides, then returned 
to declare a mistrial. Outside the 
courtroom, two jurors remained to 
explain to the defense that the ma- 
jority of jurors were in favor of ac- 
quittal. In front of the courthouse, 
media cameras captured smiles all 
around; Coronado, like Harry Pot- 
ter, would not be imprisoned — at 
least not on this day. 

In most normal cases, a hung jury 
with the majority in favor of acquit- 
tal would mean a dismissal of the 
case. But as readers of the EF! Journal 
know, the US government does not 
take Coronado's words — let alone his 
past actions — lightly. The govern- 
ment is now offering a plea agree- 
ment whereby Coronado would serve 
a year in prison in exchange for not 
being indicted on the same charge 
for the American University speech. 

Despite Coronado's recent con- 
viction, imprisonment and strict 
probation as a result of his role in 
sabotaging an Arizona mountain 
lion hunt, the government appears 
intent on not letting Coronado get 
on with his non-political life with 
his newly wed wife and two chil- 
dren. Over this past Summer, FBI 
agents were in Michigan to ques- 
tion his son's mother. He still faces 
a trial in November for possessing 
eagle and hawk feathers that were a 
part of his religious and cultural re- 
galia and were either gifted to him 
or were found in his wanderings in 
the desert. 

At the conclusion of Order of die 
Phoenix, what helps Harry survive yet 
another meeting with Lord Volde- 
mort is not his physical strength or 
that of his allies, but love, friendship 
and the memory of the sacrifices his 
loved ones had made for him. Similar- 
ly, through this trial we remembered 
that although the forces of darkness 
may threaten our very freedom, if we 
work together and hold true to our 
love for the Earth and each other, 
magic can and will happen. 

In his San Diego speech, Coronado 
said, "The US government has [made] 
us fearful of it, [made] us afraid to 
stand up against animal research, 
against development in San Diego 
County.... That is a fear that is given 
to us, as I said before, out of intimida- 
tion, threats, violence, imprisonment, 
all those things that they might do to 
us. [But] in falling for that, I was tak- 
ing away from my power, our power. 
Our power as children of the Earth 
comes from the Earth. Our power is 
the streams, the winds, the thunder- 
storms, the oceans...." 

That is where the videotape stops, 
but it's not where this story comes 
to an end. Voldemort is gathering 
his followers for yet another battle, 
and we all must face our fate and 
challenge him once again. But unit- 
ed with our friends and family — and 
the courageous wizardry of the Or- 
der of the Phoenix — we hope that 
good will triumph over evil. 

For more information, contact 
Support for Rod Coronado, POB 732, 
Tucson, A Z 85702; info@supportrod. 
org; www.supportrod.org. 

Until they master the Patronus 
Charm, the authors of this article 
choose to remain anonymous, lest these 
words be one day used against them. 



Rod Coronado, holding a bottle of his favorite apple juice 
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prisoners in the struggle 

(support them!) 

The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and 
prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to t prisoners vary ac- 
cording to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read ev- 
erything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, it is 
best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some prisoners are 
listed together, they must be written to separately. The EF! Journal offers discounted 
subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 



Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Janice Angellilo and Nick Cooney 
were indicted for acts of sabotage 
against Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS) in September. Cooney faces a 
mandatory minimum of three years if 
convicted. Both of them are currently 
free on bail. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Bir- 
mingham, Winson Green Rd, Birming- 
ham, B18 4 AS, UK. Awaiting trial for 
alleged conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to HLS. He has been moved to 
the above address. 

•Dr. Martin Balluch, an Austrian ac- 
tivist charged with intrusion and spy- 
ing for filming at a Finnish fur farm, 
was found not guilty on August 30. 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos 
Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, 
CO 81002, USA. Serving 12 years for 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) arson 
of SUVs. He has been moved to the 
above address. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 18 years for using explo- 
sives to target nuclear facility power 
lines and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. Camenisch went 
on a hunger strike from September 
16-29, in solidarity with revolution- 
ary anarchist prisoners Jose Fernan- 
dez Delgado and Gabriel Pombo da 
Silva (who are confined under harsh 
conditions in Germany) and in soli- 
darity with all prisoners in struggle. 
Camenisch reads French, German, 
Spanish and Italian fluently, as well 
as some English. 

•Darrius Fullmer was released on 
September 29, after serving one year 
on conspiracy charges Stemming 
from his work with Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC). 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Downview, Sutton Lane, Sutton, Sur- 
rey, SM2 5PD, UK. Serving 5.5 years for 
conspiracy to damage vehicles owned 
by people linked to HLS. She has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Betty Krawczyk was released in 
September after serving 10 months 
for contempt of court for protesting 
logging and Olympic development 
on First Nations territory in Canada. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers has been 
moved while awaiting resentencing 
for an arson at a car dealership and 
the attempted arson of an oil truck. 
For more information, visit www. 
freefreenow.org. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 "I" 
Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. 
Awaiting sentencing for conspiracy 
to destroy the US Forest Service's 
Institute of Forest Genetics, a cell- 
phone tower and power plants (see 
page 3). For more information, visit 
www.supporteric.org. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez has been 
released after serving 4.5 years for 
conspiracy to destroy federal prop- 
erty during a May 2003 celebration 
of the end of the US military occupa- 
tion of Vieques. 

•Suzanne Taylor, TM7154, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffs, ST21 
6LQ, UK. Serving 2.5 years for dem- 
onstrating outside the offices of com- 
panies linked to HLS. She has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Julio Villanueva, Carcel de Pam- 
plona, C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 
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Irunez, Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving nearly five years for sabotag- 
ing machinery at the Itoiz Dam con- 
struction site in 1996. Villanueva had 
been living underground until his ap- 
prehention in August. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Awaiting the results 
of his May appeals hearing. Abu- 
Jamal, a politically active journalist, 
was framed for the murder of a cop 
in 1981. For more information, visit 
www.freemumia.org. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Serving 16 
months for using abusive words and 
behavior toward a fox hunter, and 
awaiting trial for alleged conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked to HLS. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Van- 
couver Island Regional Correction 
Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, 
BC, V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing ex- 
tradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in the arsons of 
logging trucks and vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. For more 
information, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano 
Hernandez and Oscar Santa Maria 
Caro, CERESO, Miahuatlan de Por- 
firio Diaz, Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Awaiting trial on unknown 
charges stemming from the popular 
resistance in Oaxaca. Santa Maria is a 
known member of Resistance Against 
Animal Torture. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, 
HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, 
Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. 
Awaiting trial for alleged conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked to HLS. 

•Briana Waters' trial for alleged 
involvement in an ELF arson at the 
University of Washington's Center 
for Urban Horticulture is scheduled 
for February 4. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John 
Smith, TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, 
TB4886, HMP Lowdham Grange, 
Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 7DA, 
UK. Serving 12 years for conspiracy to 
blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI 
Victorville Medium I, POB 5300, Ad- 
elanto, CA 92301, USA. Serving four 
years for conspiracy charges stem- 
ming from his work with SHAC. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, TN4593, HMP 
Whitemoor, Long Rd, March, Cam- 
bridgeshire, PR15 OPR, UK. Serving 
an "indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years — with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against targets 
linked to the vivisection industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.5 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work 
with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 


his work with- SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit 
I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sand- 
stone, MN 55072, USA. Serving six 
years for conspiracy charges stem- 
ming from his work with SHAC. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportkevin.com. 

•Josephine Mayo, PR6508, HMP 
Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffordshire, 
ST21 6LQ, UK. Serving four years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of 
guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 
FCI Butner Medium II, POB 1500, 
Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with SHAC. 
For more information, visit www. 
andystepanian.com. 

•Mark Taylor, TT6636, HMP YOI 
Onley, Willoughby, Rugby, Warwick- 
shire, CV23 8AP, UK. Serving four 
years for demonstrating outside the 
offices of companies linked to HLS. 

t 

Ecodefense 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, 
FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, 
CA 93436, USA. Serving seven years and 
eight months for ELF arsons at an SUV 
dealership and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080 Iru- 
nez, Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serv- 
ing nearly five years for sabotaging 
machinery at the Itoiz Dam construc- 
tion site. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, 
Unit 1, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing seven years for ELF arsons at a 
lumber company and a hybrid pop- 
lar farm. For more information, visit 
www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Jonathan Paul, c/o Friends of Jona- 
than Paul, PMB 267, 2305 Ashland St, 
Ste C, Ashland, OR 97520, USA. Sen- 
tenced in August to 4.25 years for the 
ELF/Animal Liberation Front arson 
of a horse slaughterhouse and meat- 
packing plant. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 
27137, Ft Worth, TX 76127, USA. 
Serving nearly nine years for violat- 
ing her parole by dumping a cup of 
red paint over the security appara- 
tus of a federal court and making 
warnings ("threats") of weapons of 
mass destruction. In 2004, Woodson 
completed 20 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters with 
bullets inside to officials, and robbing 
a bank and burning the money. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360- 
086, FCI Dublin, 5701 8th St, Camp 
Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serv- 
ing seven years qnd eight months for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and a 
hybrid poplar farm. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anar- 
chist group whose members have been 
framed for a variety of direct actions. 


In May, Alessio Perondi and William 
Frediani were found guilty of terrorist 
conspiracy and participating in direct 
action. They are under house arrest 
pending their appeal. Ragusa and five 
others who are free on bail are await- 
ing trial for allegedly using explosives 
to damage power lines. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7„ 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more than 
two years for an arson at a corporate 
office and organizing an anti-genetic- 
engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© 
Clan, #07909-051, USP Beaumont, 
POB 26030, Beaumont, Texas, North 
America. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault of federal agents, escape 
and bank robbery. Chubbuck fun- 
neled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, is serving life 
in prison after being framed for the 
deaths of two FBI agents killed during 
the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more in- 
formation, visit www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
years to 100 years each. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja- 
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403- 
1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, 
PA 19426-0246, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Rd, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, 
PA 18612-0286, USA. 

Political Prisoners 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 
HU 1C, WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 
E Hwy 54, Vandalia, MO 63382- 
0300, USA. Before receiving a life 
sentence in the early 1990s for 
shooting a stalker in self-defense, 
Thompson was active in animal rights 
and environmental campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; 
www. spiritoffreedom .org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network, naelpsn@ 
mutualaid.org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 




BY PANAGIOTI 

r 

Freedom'^ Nightmare, by the Lars Din SongRiot, 
2007. 

I won't feign neutrality or non-bias. Lars is one 
of my best friends and in my close circle of af- 
finity. From the roadblocked streets of Seattle, 
DC and Miami, to Zapatista celebrations in the 
mountains of Chiapas, and through roadshows 
all the hell over Florida, I have eagerly stalked 
Lars and studied his every song and story. 

In his own words, Lars Din is a "singer-song- 
writer, traveling journalist, bum and junkyard 
anarchist folk musician." The LaTS Din SongRiot 
hit the streets this past May Day with a beauti- 
fully produced, rabble-rousing CD entitled Free- 
dom's Nightmare (accompanied by a Spring and 
Summer tour). Hailing from Alachua County, 
Florida, Lars has been humbly playing songs in 
the streets and around campfires for more than 
20 years, energizing grassroots activists all along 
his path. 

For too long, the radical community in Florida 
has hoarded Lars all to ourselves, but no longer 


will this be the case as his mu- 
sic is finally becoming more ac- 
cessible to y'all out there. Lars' 
unique songwriting and story- 
telling on Freedom's Nightmare 
is accompanied by a dozen 
other musicians wielding a 
range of instruments includ- 
ing trumpets, an accordion, a 
mandolin, a tuba, a washboard 
and crowbars. 

Highlights of this 19-song 
CD include "Floodplain Florida," which is a walk 
through Lars' dream of a potential global warm- 
ing scenario in his hometown; "Smoke," a reflec- 
tion on mass protests and the personal struggles 
that we all bring to the movements we are build- 
ing; and my personal fave, "That Fire in Your 
Heart," a song about navigating through life 
with the dangerous gifts that manifest as depres- 
sion for many of us. Other songs address issues 
of war, elections, Florida history and bike riding. 
While Lars is loaded to the teeth with catchy ac- 
tivist anthems, this CD is equally devoted to his 


amazing art of telling abstract 
stories infused with wild-ass 
word play. 

On a personal level, Lars Din 
is an incredibly inspiring indi- 
vidual who is confronting a 
history of addictions and sub- 
stance abuse. In his knapsack 
of personal baggage, Lars also 
carries the history of a sexual 
assault perpetrator, and he ad- 
dresses this issue openly — set- 
ting a standard of self-accountability from which 
other perpetrators can learn and grow. 

This Lars Din SongRiot CD is an asset to all 
who consider themselves part of a creative, anti- 
authoritarian, radically honest movement for 
liberation. So, damn, listen to it already! 

To hear songs online, check out older record- 
ings and discover upcoming tour dates, visit 
www.songriot.com. 

panagioti has been trying to drag Lars out to EF! 
gatherings for years and hopes this review will do 
the trick. 



The Secret World of Children and Elves 

Welcome to Terijian 



by Star 


The Secret World of Terijian, Cri- 
methlnc., 2007. 

Size doesn't matter — it's what you 
do with what you have that is im- 
portant. This is the message of The 
Secret World of Terijian, an inspiring 
story of two children's fight to save 
the woods behind their houses. 

Moriko and Connor are two sub- 
urban children who become aghast 
when they find out that the woods 
they love to play in are being cut 
down for new development. Armed 
with concern and determination, 


the two become incredibly pow- 
erful defenders of the forest who 
make a huge difference (with a 
little help from some elves). 

Through their efforts — which in- 
volve slaying the big, yellow machine 
that they call "the dragon" — they re- 
alize the beauty inherent in such de- 
struction and their inherent power to 
make a difference. 

The Secret World of Terijian may 
be a picture story with beautiful il- 
lustrations — perfect for children — 
but this book transcends age. As I 
moved through the book, I found 
myself buoyed by the enthusiasm 
and spirit of the main characters. 
In this Green Scare world, it can be 
easy to become weighed down and 
forget our own power. I remember, 


when I started out as an activist, 
how much hope I had. Everywhere 
1 looked, there were awesome things 
happening. We've become a little 
subdued by the repression, I think, 
which is why Terijian is perfect. It 
reinvigorates us and reminds us 
that we can make a difference. 

Recently, I came across a youth 
edition of Howard Zinn's People's 
History of the US, which brought me 
great joy. Zinn's work and Terijian 
are exactly what this world needs — 
books that promote critical think- 
ing and action (praxis, for those 
Marxist and neo-Marxist readers), 
especially for younger audiences. 
Terijian is easily better than almost 
anything I encountered when I was 
growing up — certainly there was the 


environmental attitude of Dr. Seuss, 
but his work didn't inspire individu- 
als to act on behalf of nature in the 
same way, putting everything they 
had on the line. 

Whether one is a child or a 
grown-up, everyone deserves to en- 
counter more work that is inspiring 
and entertaining. It's too easy to get 
bogged down by books of theory 
and lose touch with what we can 
do. Terijian forces the reader to re- 
turn to the concrete— to consider 
what actions they can take on be- 
half of what they believe in. 

This book is a benefit for Green 
Scare defendants. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.crimethinc.be. 

Star loved reading The Secret World 
of Terijian. 


•announcements* 


Day of Action Against Coal Finance 

November 16-17 

Join Rainforest Action Network, Coal River 
Mountain Watch, Appalachian Voices and a cast 
of thousands as people mobilize to stop Bank 
of America's and Citi's investments in climate 
change and the dirty coal industry! 

On November 16 and 17, anyone and every- 
one concerned with stopping the US coal rush 
is asked to take the message to Wall Street. From 
fliering and leafletting at your local bank branch 
or ATM to creative street theater or nonviolent 
direct action at bank offices — help our climate 
and communities by demanding clean energy! 

It's time to take to the streets and send Bank 
of America and Citi a strong message that 
grassroots movements against coal extraction, 
processing and combustion demand an end to 
coal financing. 

For more information, including action re- 
sources and support, contact dirtymoney@ran. 
org, www.dirtymoney.org. 

Winter Earth First! Circus 

No Snow Bus Tour 

Just after the New Year, a troupe of trouble- 
making Earth First!ers will set forth on a road- 
show of epic proportions. This volcanic eruption 
of ecodefenders will travel from the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area to South Florida for the Organiz- 
ers' Conference. Monumental theater, historical 
reenactments, and hell-raising music in a circus- 
like atmosphere will be shared to create a mu- 
tiny against civilization. Attendees can expect 
to reminisce about past EF! campaigns, dive into 
discussions on tactics, sow seeds for future cam- 
paigns, swim through the mysterious lava of 


anti-oppression and navigate the constellations 
of conflict mediation. To top it off, the show will 
involve tricks — such as spitting fire at the bloody 
lips of progress. 

The roadshow is in need of some rabble-rousing 
Earth Firstlers to come along or to set up dates 
along the way. For more information, contact 
nosnowbus@yahoo.com. 

Caucus of the Future 

January • Des Moines, Iowa 

The Caucus of the Future will be a one-day, 
anti-authoritarian event running concurrently 
with (and counter to) the Iowa Caucuses. 

With major media attention surrounding the 
Iowa Caucuses, organizers hope to redirect the 
focus to radically different ways of living and 
interacting with each other and our planet. 
The Caucus of the Future will feature an inter- 
active collection of workshops, speeches and 
performances from anarchists and other anti- 
authoritarians from around the country, as 
well as voices from the local community. Some 
workshops and discussions you can expect to 
see might include: alternative energy/fuel, sus- 
tainable agriculture/permaculture, direct ac- 
tion, self defense, folk history, bicycle repair, 
community gardening, consent, gift econom- 
ics, urban exploration, community organizing 
and more. This event will be all-inclusive and 
will provide folks with the tools and resources 
to make the difference in their own lives, rather 
than simply voting for a candidate and hoping 
for the best. 

The Caucus of the Future will be a festive 
event with bands, artists and free vegetarian and 
vegan food. 


Organizers currently need help raising mon- 
ey for speakers' and performers' travel ex- 
penses. For more information or to help out, 
contact info@caucusofthefuture.com; www. 
caucusofthefuture.com. Because the date of the 
Iowa Caucuses may still change, please check the 
web site for details. 

Back to the Swamps. . . 2008 Organizers ’ 

Conference dc Winter Bendezvous 

February 14-18 • Southeast Florida 

The 2008 Winter EF! gathering will be held in 
the Northeast Everglades, somewhere between 
the Atlantic Ocean and Lake Okeechobee; in 
close enough proximity to proposed and existing 
rock mining, urban sprawl, gentrification, power 
plants, pipelines and road expansions to make 
all the crooked, greedy bastards start sweating 
(well, perhaps it will be hot enough for 'em to be 
sweating anyway!). 

Don't miss another rowdy, rambunctious, get- 
shit-done Earth First! gathering, down where 
the continental US Empire comes closest to the 
Tropic of Cancer. 

Thursday through Saturday will be dedicated to 
the Organizers' Conference (OC) and specific top- 
ics oriented around building and sustaining the 
EF! movement. Saturday through Monday will be 
the rendezvous: an open-scheduled gathering for 
networking, socializing and action planning. 

The next issue of the Journal will have details 
on the site, local issues and proposed content for 
OC. If you want any of that info sooner, or if you 
wanna make extra donations to help transport 
activists across borders (needed ASAP!), contact 
Everglades EF!, POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460; 
evergladesearthfirst@gmail .com . 
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"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at un outdoor school. It was not a 
survival school, because I died I died to my old way of thinking. 1 died to being 
egocentric. / died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

"I became alive to many other things — became alive to the Circle, 1 became alive 
to the native lifeway. I became alive to the connectedness of all things. I became 
alive to trusting, being and the now. 

“<%' heart is full 1 have much to share, more than wards can say. " 
—Coyote Three Feathers a.k.a. John Herron (Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

Could a year in the wilderness do this for you too? 

www. teach i ngdrum . org 
715-546-2944 
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The Earth First! Journal currently 
has an opening for a new member 
of our editorial staff. It could be you! 
Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — working on a consensus 
basis with a tight collective to create 
a publication essential to the radical 
environmental movement. Our new 
long-term editor ideally will have 
publishing experience, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, have 
excellent editing skills, be computer 
literate, have a sense of humor and 
be able to commit to at least a year 
and a half. As a collective, all of the 
f work is shared, so a motivated, hard- 
| working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety 
of talents and activist experience to 
come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a “short-term” editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and 
energy in the Journal. The waiting 
list can be long, but it also depends 
on how flexible your schedule is and 
when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resumd with a 
letter of interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson. AZ 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, 
activist history and the names of some 
activists who can vouch for you. For 
more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; coflectiveOearthfirstioumal.org. 






Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 


Find tke EF! group nearest you. If you don't see one, start one! 


UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 


Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org . 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 63118 
mberry@riseup .net 


Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 
Chuk’shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 
Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 


Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

blueridgeef@yahoo .com 


ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst . org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
james@lastwizards.com 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.6rg 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 


Madison EF!/lnfoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 


Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St., Raliegh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail .com 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville • 

risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
OHIO 


Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 
Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado.edu 


Challenging Oppression Within 

earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 16851, Asheville, NC 28816 
contact@risingtidenorthamerica.org 
Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702. ; 

info@rootforce.org 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 4,4501,; Berkeley, CA 94712 • 


Hock-Hocking EF! 


Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 
Everglades EF! 


(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 5.89-5111; thewire@riseup.net ■ - 


POB 961, Lake Worth, Ft 33460 ' 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

ef@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide Cascadia 

cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 

Stumptown EF! , 

(503) 704-9513; stumptownef@riseup.net 


Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 8064, Portland, ME 04104 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 487.5, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 


EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 


Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 


Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Rising Tide Boston 

boston@risingtidenorthamerica.org 


Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 


A seagrape tree in Miami 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


EF! Australia 

POB 161, Norseman, WA, 6443, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

B ELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; Ieedsef@ukf.net 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 
020- 7729-6973; office@roadblock .org. uk 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; aseedeur@antenna.nl 
GroenFront! Netherlands ' 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 


Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, . 
Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.Co.uk 
RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43. . - . 


Elaho EF! 

earth_first@Tesist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 
blogspot.com 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 


Green Korea United . 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Youriji-Dong, Jongro-Gu,‘ Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


EF! Germany 
green . rage@web . de 


Saving Iceland 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more informatibri) 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. . . 
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